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    To my Boaz. I am thankful for you. I love you!

      

    


Our Second Chance


Lilibet and Arthur were happily married for 22 years. 



On Valentine’s Day, she sat in his lap and gave him the carefully chosen card that she had picked for him. It was full of, “I love you’s, I’m grateful for you, and here is to 22 more wonderful years.” Arthur read the card and smiled weakly. 

“Where is mine?” Lilibet asked. Throwing up her hands and looking around the room for the hidden flowers and delightful gifts that he gave her every year. For 21 years they had exchanged gifts and cards on this holiday. He always managed to hide roses to give to her the next Valentine’s Day, it was their big day to celebrate.

Arthur swallowed hard and looked stricken. He cleared his throat about 3 times before saying, “Umm, See Lilibet...something has changed and I just don’t feel that way about you anymore. I hate this had to happen today of all days, but it has.”

Lilibet jumped off of his lap with a shocked look on her face.

“Arthur? Are you joking? This is not funny.” She said accusingly.

He hesitated then shook his head no. Lilibet felt nauseated and fell to the floor. Arthur reached for her but she recoiled from his touch.

“Is there someone else?” she whispered.”

He nodded his head yes. She felt her chest tighten and so many words were wanting to come out of her mouth. She was finally able to speak.

“How long has this been going on?” Lilibet asked.

“Lilibet don’t, please don’t do this to yourself. You didn’t do anything wrong.”

“How long?” Lilibet shrieked like a wounded animal.

“Eight months,” he answered. “I love her very much and we are going to be married. She is pregnant. I know you and I said we didn’t want children but this just happened with her. I’m so sorry I hurt you.”

Lilibet felt like someone had punched her in her gut. She stood still for a moment, regained some of her composure, and stumbled towards the door. She got into her car. She sat there for a few minutes to collect herself. Arthur came outside and stood in the drive. Lilibet momentarily thought about running him down, pinning him to the garage, but then she put the car in reverse and drove quickly out of the driveway and down the road. Her entire world had collapsed around her, in 20 minutes flat, and she didn’t know how or why. 

Lilibet went to see each of her best friends from high school Sharon, Cheryl, and Laurie. She left each of their homes in shock. They knew but didn’t know how to tell her that her husband of all of these years was having an affair.
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Lilibet checked herself into a hotel for the night. She cried all night, with no sleep. 

The following day Lilibet went to the bank and there were zero dollars in the joint savings and checking account, where $8000.00 had been the week before. Arthur had cleaned it out. She called a mutual friend at Arthurs’s work, who was the manager of human resources. 

“Honey, you know I am not supposed to tell you this, however, Arthur has cashed out his 401 k and had taken you off all of his insurances.” The woman told her, “You should sue him for half of that money from the 401 k, you are legally entitled to it.”

Lilibet wanted to scream, “But I don’t want it. All l wanted was my marriage.” Instead, she said, “Thank you, Linda. Goodbye.”

The only thing Arthur could not touch was her business accounts for the 3 boutiques that she owned. Her Daddy had given her the start-up money for the businesses and Arthur never lent a hand to help her earn the money. Of course, that did not stop him from trying to access the accounts. The bank called to alert her. He was denied admission to the accounts.

When she went back home, there was a for sale sign on her lawn. She called her own life insurance company and cashed out her life insurance for thirty thousand dollars.

OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
OUR
SECOND
CHANCE

LILLY BUCHANAN






OEBPS/d2d_images/scene_break.png





