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Preface


You might ask whether or not this is going to be another one of those books that has been written by another one of those conservative Christians whose main purpose is to try to get homosexuals to “see the light” and change their “wicked ways.” The answer is no. This book has not been written with the aim of trying to get homosexuals to become heterosexuals. It has not been written to castigate, chastise, or berate those who identify as gay.


The purpose of this book is threefold: to explain why Christians cannot support the homosexual/lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer or questioning (LGBTQ) lifestyle by making a strong argument for why Christians believe homosexuality is a sin; to give Christians the tools needed to defend their faith when it comes to the issue of homosexuality, and to present a convincing argument that Christians have the right to believe homosexuality is a sin and therefore have the right not to support it. What compels most Christians (those who do) to conclude that homosexuality is immoral, is not their own introspective opinions on the matter but is instead their understanding of what the Bible says about it.


At face value, the Scriptures categorize homosexuality as immoral. Christians have a right, under the First Amendment of the Constitution, to freedom of religion. If therefore the Bible says that homosexuality is a sin and if Christians have the right to freedom of religion, then Christians have the right, by way of the Constitution, not to be forced, in any way, to support or approve of homosexuality or to be persecuted in any way for not supporting or approving of it. There are Christians in America who have been persecuted for not supporting, approving of, or participating in the affirmation of homosexuality. There is a difference between tolerance and support, but the line between the two is blurred, causing many Christians to be unjustly accused of intolerance and discrimination.


A Christian’s non-affirmation of homosexuality and all that comes with it doesn’t equate to intolerance, but there are many in the LGBTQ community that believe that it does. However, tolerating someone’s lifestyle does not mean that one has to agree with, approve of, enable, condone, or participate in the affirmation of that lifestyle.


With this understanding, and particularly since there have been many Christians who have lost their jobs, have been sued, have been personally maligned, have been physically threatened, or have even been incarcerated because they have refused to approve of or support homosexuality based on their religious beliefs, many of those in the LGBTQ community and many gay rights advocates have set out to try to prove that the Bible doesn’t really identify homosexuality as a sin and that Christians who believe that it does have it all wrong and are misinterpreting the Bible. Even when the topic is discussed in the media, examination of the Scriptures is very rarely included in the discussion. But the Scriptures are at the core of the debate and should therefore always be at the center of discussion when there is discourse on the issue.


If the LGBTQ community and gay rights advocates don’t counter the argument that says the Bible speaks against homosexuality with reasonable arguments of their own, then America’s punishment of Christians, in any way, for not supporting homosexuality, for not approving of it, or for not participating in the affirmation of it, is in essence, denying Christians religious liberty. This is why there have been numerous books written by gays and gay rights advocates that attempt to prove that the Bible doesn’t say what it actually says when it comes to homosexuality.


The question therefore becomes; what does the Bible actually say about homosexuality? This book basically addresses that question and more. The main focus is on homosexuality but there is also discussion about other sexual behaviors as well.


If there is anyone reading these words right now that is living a life of sexual indulgence that does not correspond to the teachings of the Bible, then, although it is not the aim of this book to try to convince those who are indulging to stop indulging, there is admittedly still the hope that something that they read in these pages may cause them to reflect upon their life and rethink some things. As indicated earlier, the ultimate aim of this book is to provide a strong defense on behalf of Christians who refuse to support or approve of homosexuality for reasons of conscience due to religion. But if this book might also possibly help to bring a person closer to God, then such a possibility is by all means not only most graciously welcome, but also most earnestly prayed for.









Introduction


Over the last fifty years or so there has been what is referred to as the implementation and the influence of the gay rights movement in America. This movement (and its long-lasting influence) has become so powerful that it has imposed itself upon the religious freedom of Christians who believe, because of what the Bible says, that homosexuality is a sin. Despite this, as stated earlier in the Preface, this book has not been written in an effort to impede the “right” of homosexuals to be gay. Instead, it has been written as an argument for the right of Christians to be Christian in the face of a historical gay rights movement and its subsequent influence.


There are many Christians currently battling in the courts for their religious freedom and freedom of speech; a battle resulting from a violation of their First Amendment rights stemming from either their refusal to go against God’s word or their expressed position on where they stand when it comes to homosexuality, or both.


This introduction provides some preliminary information that will be useful to the reader before moving into the rest of the book. The preliminary information includes a brief history of the gay rights movement in America and its effect on American society, a definition of terms, an explanation of the differences between the biblical Old and New Testaments that relate specifically to the discussions in this book, and a brief synopsis of the chapters to be presented.


A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE GAY RIGHTS MOVEMENT


“Homosexual agenda” is a phrase that many non-supporters of homosexuality have used to define the list of demands that gay rights advocates make and have made in favor of what is referred to as “gay rights.” However, the gay community prefers the use of the phrase “gay rights movement” or “LGBT rights movement” as opposed to “homosexual agenda” and sees their fight for the same entitlements that heterosexuals have in their relationships, as a fight for civil rights.


The defining event that triggered what has currently become the essence of a very powerful gay rights movement in America occurred in the late sixties and is referred to as the Stonewall riots of 1969 which took place in New York City of that same year.


The Stonewall Inn is a gay bar in New York City. It was alleged, at that time, in 1969, that the Stonewall Inn was selling alcohol without a liquor license which led to a police raid on June 28th of that same year. It should be noted that it was common for gay bars to be raided during this time because public gay activity was seen as disorderly and establishments that were seen as promoting disorderly conduct were not issued liquor licenses. Owners of gay bars would provide alcohol to their patrons anyway which in turn led to gay bars not only to being raided, but also to being mafia controlled.


This Stonewall raid led to an unprecedented showdown between the police and the patrons at the bar which developed into a riot resulting in six days of unrest. It is said that this riot sparked what began to be known as the gay liberation movement. The movement spanned roughly twenty years giving rise to many gay liberation groups which were initially encompassed into what was referred to overall as the “Gay Liberation Front” (GLF), an early gay rights advocate group that began organizing marches and protests on a national and international level from 1970 to 1973.


In 1970, the Gay Liberation Front published a gay manifesto written by a man named Carl Wittman (deceased, 1986) who was an advocate for gays and who was gay himself. The manifesto eventually led to the 1972 National Coalition of Gay Organizations Convention which was held in Chicago of that same year and produced what is called the Gay Rights Platform.


The 1972 Gay Rights Platform is a document demanding certain rights for homosexuals. Aside from demanding rights that homosexuals should have such as equal employment opportunities, equal housing opportunities, and the like; the document also included demands for gay sex education courses in schools to be taught by gay men and women, legalization of prostitution in all states, repeal of all state laws that restrict the age of sexual consent, and a repeal of all laws that restrict the number of people that a person can marry as well as that restrict the gender to which one can marry.


In 1979 a National Steering Committee was formed in order to organize a March on Washington on behalf of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender population. This march took place in October of 1979 and was called the March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights. Subsequent marches followed in 1987 and 1993. Altogether the list of demands from the organizers of these marches included the repeal of any state law criminalizing any private sexual behavior between consenting adults, an end to the ban on gays serving in the military, and an end to any preventions that make it difficult for gays to gain custody of their own children due to their lifestyle, to gain custody of other children by adoption, or to be foster parents.


Organizations which have been established as a part of the movement that have become very influential include but are not limited to: the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force (renamed the National LGBTQ Task Force), the International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association (ILGA), the Parents, Family, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG), the Gay, Lesbian, and Straight Education Network (GLSEN), and the Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD).


The gay rights movement has expanded socially and politically over the past five decades or so in America and has been the main catalyst in promoting homosexuality as what gay rights advocates and activists deem as a morally acceptable way of expressing romantic and sexual affection which ultimately culminated in the 2015 United States Supreme Court’s ruling to legalize same-sex marriage across all fifty states (Obergefell v. Hodges)


It is noteworthy to mention that in 1987 a man named Steve Warren wrote an article for The Advocate (which is one of the most popular gay magazines in the United States and abroad) that he entitled, “Warning to Homophobes.” Warren was involved in what was then a homosexual activist group called the Aids Coalition to Unleash Power (ACT UP).


In his article, Warren addressed Christians and Jews calling on the deletion of certain Scriptures in the Bible and the rewriting of other biblical Scriptures for the purpose of having those Scriptures lean more toward an affirmative homosexual interpretation. He also demanded that Christian church leaders and Jewish synagogue leaders be expected to allow for the display of same-sex affection within the sanctuary of both the church and the synagogue and he stated in no uncertain terms that failure of Christians and Jews to meet these demands would result in the gay community purposely subjecting Christians and Jews “to the most sustained hatred and vilification in recent memory.” Warren went on to say that Christians and Jews would not have the faith or the strength enough to stop this subjugation.


Most certainly, the gay community in general along with gay rights advocates, have indeed been successful in vilifying Christians who are non-supportive of homosexuality; and it is not just those within the gay community doing the vilifying but the gay rights movement has been so very influential that there are those even within the church herself who vilify non-supporters of homosexuality as well.


DEFINITION OF TERMS


It is important that the reader knows what is meant when certain references are used. Therefore, the following is a definition of terms that is provided for that purpose.


■Bible. The Holy Scriptures of Christianity that make up a total of sixty-six books with thirty-nine of the books belonging to the Old Testament (written by prophets of God before the coming of Jesus Christ) and twenty-seven of the books belonging to the New Testament (written by the apostles and disciples of Jesus Christ during his ministry and afterwards, two-thirds of which was written by the apostle Paul). The Bible is the bedrock of Christianity and is considered by Christians not only to be a spiritual book but to be a historical and prophetic book as well, and the only true word of God.


■Bill of Rights. The First Ten Amendments to the Constitution which were ratified in December of 1791 is collectively known as The Bill of Rights.


■Bisexual. A person who is equally attracted romantically and/or sexually to both sexes (male and female). Bisexuality is the act of a person being romantically and/or sexually involved with persons of his or her opposite sex as well as with persons of his or her same sex.


■Christian. A person who is a follower of Jesus Christ and believes the following: that the Bible is the inerrant unadulterated word of God; that there is one God who exists and represents himself in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; that God is the creator and sustainer of the universe and that he is the creator of all life; that Jesus Christ is the second person (the Son) of the Godhead who was manifest in the flesh as a man to atone for the sins of the world by his blood sacrifice on the cross; that Jesus rose bodily from the dead three days after he was crucified just as he predicted he would, proving his Deity; that there is only one name by which we can be saved, and that name is Jesus Christ, and that if one confesses/declares Jesus as Lord and believes in his or her heart that God raised him from the dead then they will be saved (saved from eternal condemnation: from hell); this is taken from Romans 10:9-10 (NASB) which reads, “9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10 for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. Other versions use the word declare in place of confess in verse 9. The Greek word for Lord in the text is Kurios and is referring to Jesus’ full Deity as the Son of God.


■Church. The definition is twofold: an assembly of Christian believers and/or the whole of Christian believers universally (also referred to as “the body of Christ” in Scripture, Ephesians 4:11-13). For the purposes of this book, the church is referring to Christian believers universally, specifically to those in America.


■Constitution of the United States. The primary governing document of the United States that sets forth the basic laws and fundamental principles of which the country is to abide by which was first drafted in 1787, adopted in 1788, and was in full operation by 1789.


■Freedom of Religion. An individual Right that is included in the First Amendment of the Constitution of the United States. The Right is represented in the second clause of two clauses that address religion. These two clauses read as follows: “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof…” The first clause is formally referred to as the “Establishment clause.” The second clause is formally referred to as the “Free Exercise clause.” The Free Exercise clause prohibits congress from making a law that prohibits the free exercise of religion. This clause is commonly referred to as the right to freedom of religion or the right to religious liberty.


■Freedom of Speech. An individual right that is included in the First Amendment of the Constitution of the United States following the first two clauses that address religion. In context, the clause (italicized) reads as follows: “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech…” This third clause of the First Amendment that prohibits congress from making a law abridging the freedom of speech is commonly referred to as the right to freedom of speech.


■Gay. A colloquialism for the term homosexual, which includes both male and female homosexuals.


■Gay rights advocate. One who supports the homosexual lifestyle and is a proponent of it and/or one who is gay himself/herself.


■Heterosexual. A person who is romantically and/or sexually attracted to persons of his or her opposite sex (opposite gender) and is not romantically and/or sexually attracted to persons of his or her same sex (same gender).


■Heterosexuality. The sexual attraction and/or romantic feelings one has for another person of the opposite sex that may or may not include an indulgence in heterosexual acts.


■Heterosexual acts. Sexual and/or romantic indulgences between two people of the opposite sex.


■Homosexual. A person who is romantically and/or sexually attracted to persons of his or her same sex (same gender) and is not romantically and/or sexually attracted to persons of his or her opposite sex (opposite gender).


■Homosexuality. Sexual attraction and/or romantic feelings one has for another person of the same sex that may or may not include an indulgence homosexual acts.


■Homosexual acts: Sexual and/or romantic indulgences between two people of the same sex.


■Lesbian. A female homosexual.


■LGBT. Acronyms that stand for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender.


■LGBTQ. Acronyms that stand for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and questioning (those who are questioning their sexuality). Sometimes the “Q” can also stand for queer.


■Persecution: A systemic hostility, ill-treatment, and/or punishment towards a particular group specifically due to their race, political views, or religious beliefs.


■Transgender: A person who sexually identifies himself/herself as the opposite of their birth gender. Many of those who identify themselves as transgender begin trying to transform themselves to represent themselves as opposite their birth gender by the way they dress, and/or by medicinal hormonal means, and/or by what is referred to as a “sex change operation” (more commonly referred to now as “sex reassignment surgery” or “gender reassignment surgery”). It should be noted that Christians who do not support homosexuality do not believe that a person can truly change their gender.


■Word of God. The Bible.


Operative Meanings


The meanings of the following terms below have been adjusted for the sake of readability. Operative meanings of the terms have been given and are applied throughout the book:


■Christian. Overall, unless stated otherwise, when referring to Christians in this book, the reference is applying to Christians that do not support homosexuality.


■Gay rights advocate. For the sake of readability, this term will be used to reference both gays and those who affirm homosexuality, advocate for homosexuality, and/or support it.


■Gay Rights Movement. Although some may question whether or not the term “movement” still applies, for the purposes of this book we will categorize any action that gay rights advocates embark upon to further their cause, any progress that gay rights advocates have achieved in furthering their cause, and any influence that they have had over American society over the years, as part of the gay rights movement.


■Homosexuality. This term will be specifically used to reference homosexual acts and not necessarily to reference homosexual desire. It must be noted that gay rights advocates define the word “homosexuality” differently from how it is defined in layman’s terms. For many of those who support homosexuality, the word homosexuality itself doesn’t necessarily always mean same-gender sexual relations as much as it means, what they describe as and believe is, an innate attraction to a person of the same sex; whereas in layman’s terms, the word homosexuality is generally used to denote same-sex romantic/sexual relations. However, for the sake of expediency, along with the use of the word gay, the use of the words homosexuality and homosexual in this book will cater towards the latter meaning: to denote same-sex romantic/sexual relations and will also be used as a synonym for gay.


■Incest: Sexual relations between family members including in-laws as listed in Leviticus chapter 18 (discussed in chapter two). The term will only be referring to two consenting adults.


■Polygamy: The act in which a man or woman is married to multiple spouses (more than two) where separate marriage contracts actually exist (more specifically, polygyny is the practice of a man being married to multiple women and polyandry is the practice of a woman being married to multiple men). The terms polygamy and polygyny are often used interchangeably. Polygamy is illegal in all fifty states. In polygamous relationships, the spouses usually know of one another and are in agreement with the polygamy. Polygamy is slightly different from bigamy. Bigamy is when a man or woman engages in the process of getting married a second time while still being legally married to their first spouse. The spouse of the first and second marriages are usually not aware of one another. In this book, polygamy will only be referring to consenting adults who practice polygyny.


■Prostitution: Sex for money. The term will only be referring to consenting adults who willingly, without any type of coercion by anyone else, involve themselves in this act whether selling or buying.


MAIN DIFFERENCE BETWEEN OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS


Because there are verses of Scripture that address homosexuality in both the Old and New Testaments, it is important to understand the main difference between the two Testaments and how to connect them. We will therefore take a brief look…


The Old Testament begins with the book of Genesis and ends with the book of Malachi. There are thirty-nine books in the Old Testament. In general, the Old Testament tells us of God’s relationship with mankind before the ministry of Jesus Christ. The Old Testament was written by Moses and the prophets of God. Moses is also considered a prophet of God. According to theological historians and the Bible itself, Moses wrote the first five books of the Old Testament which are: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.


The New Testament tells us of God’s relationship with mankind after Jesus Christ began his ministry of the gospel (the good news) and after his sacrificial death on the cross and miraculous resurrection from the dead. There are twenty-seven books in the New Testament beginning with the book of Matthew and ending with the book of Revelation. These books were written mostly by the apostles. Paul the apostle, wrote roughly two-thirds of the New Testament via his letters to the churches at the time.


The term Testament is synonymous with the term covenant and refers overall to God’s covenant that he made with mankind before the coming of the Messiah Jesus Christ (the Old Testament) and the covenant he made with mankind after Jesus’ coming (the New Testament). In general, and for the sake of expedience, we will focus here on the main difference between the two Testaments, which has to do with the Law of Moses.


In the Old Testament, God handed down his commandments and laws to Moses to give to the Jews as rules and regulations as to how they were to live their lives and worship him (referred to as the Law of Moses or the Mosaic Law). These laws were numerous and were not necessarily always easy to follow. When Jesus came, he fulfilled the law which means that by believing in him, certain rituals of the law were no longer necessary, particularly those that dealt with the Old Testament Levitical priesthood and the performing of animal blood sacrifices (e.g., bulls, goats, lambs, etc.) for the atonement and forgiveness of sin. Jesus became the ultimate blood sacrifice (the lamb of God, John 1:29 KJV) for the atonement and forgiveness of sin; so where once it was necessary to take a sin offering (an animal) to the priest to be sacrificed at God’s altar in the Temple in order to be forgiven of sin, now (during what some theologians refer to as the dispensation of grace and others refer to as the covenant of grace) in order to be forgiven of sin, one only has to declare that Jesus is Lord, believe that he rose bodily from the dead, and repent of their sins. Jesus is now our High Priest (Hebrews chapters 2 through 5, see your Bible).


With this said, the main reason for bringing up the basic difference between the Old Testament covenant of the law and the New Testament dispensation/covenant of grace, is that it is important for the reader to know (in order to get an understanding as to how both Testaments apply separately and together as it pertains to the subject of homosexuality) that there are parts of the law that still apply today (e.g. do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal etc.) and then there are other parts of the law that don’t apply in the same way as they did previously (e.g. a Sabbath rest, see Hebrews chapter 5), and then there are some parts of the law that no longer directly apply and are a shadow of things to come (e.g. holydays, new moon celebrations, Sabbath days etc., see Colossians 2:16-17 KV). A detailed examination of this would constitute a book in and of itself, so in lieu of such examinations, we will take things as we go and look at certain differences, distinctions, and comparisons between the two Testaments, when necessary, to see as we move along in our discussion, what is said in both Testaments about homosexuality.


CHAPTER TOPICS


Our discussion begins with the Bible’s take on sexual behaviors, heterosexual and homosexual alike. Chapter one identifies and defines sexually immoral behavior according to the Bible, and also discusses what the meaning of marriage is according to the Bible. The main point of the discussion, along with a conclusion, is provided at the end of each chapter.


Chapter two shines a spotlight on the main passages of Scripture that are at the center of the controversy when it comes to the question of whether or not the Bible identifies homosexuality as a sin. Both sides of the argument are presented for each passage and each passage is looked at extensively.


Aside from challenging the main passages of Scripture that are at the focal point when discussing whether or not homosexuality is immoral, there are other very popular arguments that gay rights advocates present in an effort to support their position as well. These popular arguments are presented and discussed in chapter three.


Chapter four examines the common argument of gay rights advocates that says homosexuals are born gay and are therefore entitled to engage in homosexuality since they believe that it is part of their natural makeup. This chapter examines the argument from a biblical standpoint.


Not all people who identify themselves as Christians share the view that homosexuality is a sin. There are those who identify themselves as both gay and Christian. This is addressed in Chapter five and is one of the reasons why distinctions have been made in American society between what is referred to as “liberal” Christians and “conservative” Christians. One of the differences between the two is that many of those who are referred to as “liberal” Christians support the gay rights movement and do not see homosexuality as sin while many of those who are referred to as “conservative” Christians do not support the gay rights movement because they do see homosexuality as sin. Chapter five answers the question from a biblical perspective as to whether or not a person can be gay and also be a Christian. The chapter also examines character traits and lifestyles that give evidence of salvation.


Chapter six takes a look at topics that are often brought up by gay rights advocates when challenged with the argument that homosexuality is biblically immoral. These topics do not really correlate with the discussion (although they can appear to) and are used as devices to throw their opponents off; to mislead or distract from the relevant point. They are what is referred to as red herrings. The chapter examines the most popular of these red herrings.


Chapter seven focuses on the main concern that this book presents: that Christians in America who do not support, affirm, and/or approve of homosexuality are often times being forced or coerced to either compromise their religious beliefs, convert to the mandates of the gay rights movement and the laws that have been implemented as a result, or stand firm in what they believe and consequently risk being persecuted which can result in and has resulted in death threats, job termination/loss, being sued, denial of licenses and degrees in human services fields, being personally maligned, and even incarceration. This chapter also takes a detailed look at United States Supreme Cour rulings that surround the right to freedom on religion.


As it pertains to the issue of homosexuality, Christians are being forced to choose between one of the three options just cited. This coercion goes against the right of Christians to exercise their religious freedom and freedom of speech. The discussion in this book argues that there should only be two options: the option to support homosexuality or the option not to support it for religious reasons and for reasons of conscience without fear of retaliation and/or persecution in any form. The latter option should not only just apply to business owners, but should also apply to the individual Christian as well, whether or not they are entrepreneurs. It is important therefore that Christians know how to defend themselves first biblically and secondly constitutionally when it comes to a conservative stance on the issue of homosexuality, which is the overall premise of this book.









Chapter One


SEX IS A PRIVILEGE… NOT AN ENTITLEMENT


Sexual Immorality defined · Sexual Immorality Identified · Marriage According to the Bible · Main Point · Conclusion


Overall, people generally think that they are automatically entitled to have sex; that it is their right to engage in sexual activity because humans are sexual beings and have sexual functions. According to the rules of American society this is certainly the case, as long as criminal acts of sexual conduct such as pedophilia, rape, and in the majority of states; prostitution, are not involved. But according to the Bible, sex is not an automatic entitlement; instead, it is a privilege, and it is only a privilege for certain people. Biblically speaking, not every adult human being is entitled to have sex.


According to the Bible, marriage can only be between one man and one woman and only married men and women are entitled to have sex and then, only with the person they are married to, no one else. Since married men and women are the only ones who are entitled to have sex and then and only with the person they are married to, sex becomes a privilege for heterosexual married couples only. It is just for them. This is not only difficult for homosexuals to accept, but it is also very difficult for many heterosexuals to accept, Christians and non-Christians alike. But this is what the Bible teaches.


The New Testament Scriptures also teach that marital relationships are to be monogamous. And, according to the Bible, if a person wants to engage in sexual relations, they must first get married; otherwise, they must abstain. There is no wiggle room in this. It is what it is. Not only must they marry if they want to indulge, but they must marry someone of the opposite sex; and to take it even further, Christians are not to marry anyone who is not a believer. With this in mind, biblical sexual sins not only include homosexual sex, but also include an array of heterosexual sex also.


In this chapter, along with a discussion on homosexuality, we will be looking at what the Bible says about other sexual indulgences as well. We will see that God made allowances for certain sexual relationships in the past during the Old Testament era that he does not make allowances for now. We will also see that there are sexual relationships that God has always prohibited and has never made allowances for. We will look to see which of these two categories each one of the sexual indulgences that are discussed, fits into.


Homosexuality is not the only sexual behavior that the Bible categorizes as sin; it is simply one of many. It is important to emphasize that fact and examine all other consensual sexual behavior that the Bible categorizes as sin (along with homosexuality) in order to be fair and balanced in our overall discussion and in order to provide evidence that supports the position that according to the Bible, any sex outside of a true heterosexual marriage (both partners identify as the gender they were born with) is sin.


Sexual Immorality Defined


In Christendom, sexual immorality is any sexual behavior that the Bible defines and/or categorizes as sin. God, through his word of the Bible, prohibits indulgence in sexual immorality overall as shown in the following passages of Scripture:


1 For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea.


2 They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea.


3 They all ate the same spiritual food


4 and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ.


5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered in the wilderness.


6 Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did.


7 Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written: “The people sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry.”


8 We should not commit sexual immorality, as some of them did—and in one day twenty-three thousand of them died. (1 Corinthians 10:1-8 NIV, bold font added)


16 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.


17 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want.


18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.


19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery;


20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions


21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. (Galatians 5:16-21 NIV, bold font added)


3 Let there be no sexual immorality, impurity, or greed among you. Such sins have no place among God’s people. (Ephesians 5:3 NLT, bold font added)


The above passages of Scripture appear in the New Testament and are from letters that were written by the apostle Paul to the churches of the cities of Corinth, Galatia, and Ephesus respectively. Paul wrote two-thirds of the New Testament. It should be emphasized that Paul, along with the other writers of the Bible, were human instruments that God used to pen his word as attested to in 2 Timothy 3:16 (NRSV) which reads, “All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness.”


There is no doubt, that the preceding passages of Scripture place sexual immorality under the category of sin. Paul’s letter to the Corinthian church teaches that we should not commit sexual immorality and even gives reference to twenty-three thousand people who died as a result of indulging in such sin. Paul’s letter to the Galatian church categorizes sexual immorality as “acts of the flesh” and includes it along the same lines as witchcraft, hatred, rage, selfish ambition, and drunkenness. He also warns that those who “live like this” (who practice these things in their daily living without repentance), will not inherit the kingdom of God (they will not go to heaven).


Then, Paul goes on to say in his letter to the Ephesian church, that sins such as sexual immorality have no place among God’s people; in other words, as with other sins, Christians should not be indulging in sexual immorality. Paul has echoed what Jesus Christ himself taught about sexual immorality, which is found in the following passage of Scripture:


16 And he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth passes into the stomach and is expelled? 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a person. 19 For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what defile a person. But to eat with unwashed hands does not defile anyone.” (Matthew 15:16-20 ESV, bold font added)


During the time of Jesus’ ministry many of the Jews were still living by certain traditions, one of which was the washing of hands before eating a meal (Mark 7:1-4). The keeping of traditions was spurred on by the influence of the Pharisees [1]. If a person didn’t wash their hands before eating, they were considered defiled. Jesus corrected and reprimanded them by basically telling them that they were making something out of nothing when it came to their tradition of the washing of hands and that what really defiles a person are evil thoughts and evil actions. Jesus then began to list some of those evil actions which included sexual immorality. He listed sexual immorality along with murder and other sins, putting them all on the same level. This begs the questions: which sexual behaviors does the Bible say are immoral, and where in the Bible does it say these things? The following section addresses these two questions.


Sexual Immorality Identified


The Bible is very explicit about what sexual immorality is and isn’t. It is specific about which sexual behaviors fall under the definition of sexual immorality. The following is a discussion of the types of sexual behaviors that the Bible defines as immoral.


■Premarital Heterosexual Sex


Premarital sex between a man and a woman is forbidden in both the Old and New Testaments of the Bible. Premarital sex is no less a sexual sin than any other sexual sin. As stated earlier, biblically, sex is not allowed between a man and a woman unless they are married to one another (Eve was referred to as Adam’s “wife” (Genesis 2:25). Premarital sex is therefore a sin and included under the category of fornication and sexual immorality. The apostle Paul makes this plain in his first letter to the Corinthian church in the following passage of Scripture:


1 Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: “It is good for a man not to have sexual relations with a woman.” 2 But because of the temptation to sexual immorality, each man should have his own wife and each woman her own husband. 3 The husband should give to his wife her conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her husband. (1 Corinthians 7:1-3 ESV)


In the seventh chapter of Corinthians (which is from where the above passage is taken) the apostle Paul talks a great deal about singleness, marriage, and sex. From the first verse we can surmise that Paul had received a letter from the Corinthian church asking him to clarify things as it pertained to these matters (among many other concerns that they had).


It should be noted that during the time of this letter to the Corinthian church, the culture in the city of Corinth included the pagan idol worship of the false goddess of love, Aphrodite. A temple had been built to Aphrodite, and as part of the worship, scores of prostitutes were hired to engage the worshippers in sex rituals. These sexual practices are what apparently led the leaders of the church in Corinth to ask Paul to address the issues surrounding sex.


Paul begins by saying that it is good for a man not to have sex with a woman. What he meant by this is clarified further on in the letter in the subsequent passage of Scripture below. Paul was saying that it is best for a man to stay single because while being single, he can do more for the Lord; but in being married, his devotions will be divided. He applied this same reasoning to women. The text reads:


32 I would like you to be free from concern. An unmarried man is concerned about the Lord’s affairs—how he can please the Lord. 33 But a married man is concerned about the affairs of this world—how he can please his wife—34 and his interests are divided. An unmarried woman or virgin is concerned about the Lord’s affairs: Her aim is to be devoted to the Lord in both body and spirit. But a married woman is concerned about the affairs of this world—how she can please her husband. 35 I am saying this for your own good, not to restrict you, but that you may live in a right way in undivided devotion to the Lord. (1 Corinthians 7:32-35 NIV)


Paul teaches that it is best for Christians not to be married because in being single, they can be completely focused on the Lord. Marriage brings with it devotion to one’s spouse which interferes with one’s devotion to the Lord. Despite this, Paul makes it clear, earlier in the chapter, that if a person cannot restrain (control) himself/herself from being sexually active, then that person should get married, because although it is best to be single in order to serve the Lord without the distraction of marriage; Paul teaches that overall it is better to marry than it is to lose control of the impulses that may come along with an unquenched sexual desire. We see this in the passage of Scripture cited below:


8 Now to the unmarried and the widows I say: It is good for them to stay unmarried, as I do. 9 But if they cannot control themselves, they should marry, for it is better to marry than to burn with passion. (1 Corinthians 7: 8-9 NIV)


It should be noted that not every person who is single and actively abstaining from sex will be unable to control their sexual urges. When considering the preceding passage, there is no question that Paul associated marriage with the quenching of sexual desire. He was addressing the unmarried (which includes men and women) and women whose husbands had died (widows). Therefore, we can safely say that Paul was teaching that the only way sexual desire can be quenched morally, is through marriage; and if a man or a woman finds it difficult to control themselves sexually, then they should get married. In his letters to Timothy, Paul was even more specific when it came to widows and marriage, and says the following:


3 Give proper recognition to those widows who are really in need.


4 But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these should learn first of all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own family and so repaying their parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing to God.


5 The widow who is really in need and left all alone puts her hope in God and continues night and day to pray and to ask God for help.


6 But the widow who lives for pleasure is dead even while she lives.


7 Give the people these instructions, so that no one may be open to blame.


8 Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and especially for their own household, has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. (1Timothy 5:3-8 NIV)


During the time Paul lived, single women lived in the household of their extended family and married women lived with their husbands. Although there were women who worked outside of the home, overall, the culture was such that women were basically dependent on their families or on their husbands for financial security. A woman’s primary contribution in the society then was taking care of the home and family. In general, if a woman’s husband died, then her livelihood became an issue for her. She would either have to be taken care of by her family or, if she were a Christian, be taken care of by the church.


Although it was not wrong for a woman, during that time, to work outside of the home; it was unusual, and there weren’t many opportunities for women to have financial independence. Therefore, immediate family members who were financially able to care for the widows in their family were admonished to do so in lieu of burdening the church with the responsibility unless, it was absolutely necessary. It was only necessary that the church take care of a widow if a widow had no family willing or able to take care of her. But there were additional conditions as well. As quoted in the following passage of Scripture, a widow was not to be put on the list of widows for church care unless she was over sixty years old, had been faithful to her husband, and was known for her good deeds.


9 No widow may be put on the list of widows unless she is over sixty, has been faithful to her husband,


10 and is well known for her good deeds, such as bringing up children, showing hospitality, washing the feet of the Lord’s people, helping those in trouble and devoting herself to all kinds of good deeds. (1Timothy 5:9-10 NIV)


Now when it came to younger widows, they were not to be put on the list because of the likelihood that their sexual desires would overtake them and that they would therefore soon marry; in which case their husbands could care for them. This is attested to by the passage of Scripture below:


11 As for younger widows, do not put them on such a list. For when their sensual desires overcome their dedication to Christ, they want to marry. 12 Thus they bring judgment on themselves, because they have broken their first pledge. 13 Besides, they get into the habit of being idle and going about from house to house. And not only do they become idlers, but also busybodies who talk nonsense, saying things they ought not to. 14 So I counsel younger widows to marry, to have children, to manage their homes and to give the enemy no opportunity for slander. (1Timothy 5:11-14 NIV)


Paul makes it clear that sexual desires and marriage go together. He didn’t say that if the young widows’ sensual nature gets the best of them then it would be all right for them to have sex without getting married, but he instead said that they would need to get married which goes back to what he said earlier: “it is better to marry than to burn with passion.” There is no doubt that what Paul was teaching is that when it comes to the question of sex; it’s either marriage or abstinence. There is no in-between. Sexual intercourse is to take place only within the boundaries of marriage. Jesus addressed this issue as well. Let’s take a look:


1 When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and went down to the region of Judea east of the Jordan River.


2 Large crowds followed him there, and he healed their sick.


3 Some Pharisees came and tried to trap him with this question: “Should a man be allowed to divorce his wife for just any reason?”


4 “Haven’t you read the Scriptures?” Jesus replied. “They record that from the beginning ‘God made them male and female.’”


5 And he said, ‘This explains why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into one.’


6 Since they are no longer two but one, let no one split apart what God has joined together.”


7 “Then why did Moses say in the law that a man could give his wife a written notice of divorce and send her away?” they asked.


8 Jesus replied, “Moses permitted divorce only as a concession to your hard hearts, but it was not what God had originally intended.


9 And I tell you this, whoever divorces his wife and marries someone else commits adultery—unless his wife has been unfaithful.”


10 Jesus’ disciples then said to him, “If this is the case, it is better not to marry!”


11 “Not everyone can accept this statement,” Jesus said. “Only those whom God helps.


12 Some are born as eunuchs, some have been made eunuchs by others, and some choose not to marry for the sake of the Kingdom of Heaven. Let anyone accept this who can.” (Matthew 19:1-12 NLT)


In the preceding passage of Scripture, the Pharisees asked Jesus about marriage and divorce. The passage says that these Pharisees tried to trap Jesus with this question, “should a man be allowed to divorce his wife for any reason?” The Pharisees were aware of what the Law of Moses said regarding the issue; but they wanted to see if Jesus would have a different answer contrary to the law. Scripture indicates that they would challenge Jesus quite often in this way in an effort to try to trick him into saying something that would discredit him (additional examples include Matthew 15:1-20, Matthew 22:15-22, and Matthew chapter 23, see your Bible).


Jesus answered their question by telling them that unless a man’s wife has been in an adulterous relationship, he cannot divorce her; and if he divorces his wife (who hasn’t been in an adulterous relationship and is innocent) anyway and marries another woman (the inference being whether he is divorcing his wife in order to marry another woman or whether he divorces her and then meets a woman later on that he marries) it would still be as if he were committing adultery, even though he were divorced. In other words; a man cannot divorce his wife in order to marry his mistress or in order to marry another woman that he finds more appealing; a man cannot get away with such a thing; to divorce his wife for no good reason and then take in another woman would be the same as committing adultery [2]. Jesus went on to say that if God has put a man and a woman together in marriage then the two are as one and no one should separate them.


No doubt the Pharisees did not expect an answer such as Jesus gave; however, even the disciples (who were with Jesus during this particular discourse with the Pharisees) were disappointed with the answer that Jesus gave and basically came to their own conclusion that it is better not to marry. Jesus responded to his disciples’ frustration by telling them that not everyone can accept what he says about this and that those who can are those whom God helps to accept it. He went on to further explain saying that those who have the ability to refrain from getting married are one of three types of people: people who were born without sexual organs or with some kind of genital defect (and therefore lack sexual urges; “born eunuchs”), men (or women for that matter) who were castrated (and consequently lack sexual urges (“made eunuchs by others”), or those who willingly abstain from sex (by not getting married) in order to serve God better (which is similar to what Paul said in 1 Corinthians 7:1-2, and 7:32-35 quoted earlier in this chapter).


We see here that Jesus equated sex with marriage just as Paul equated sex with marriage. The strong implications of this conversation that Jesus had with the Pharisees is that without marriage there can be no sex. But not everyone is willing to accept this; in other words, not everyone is willing to give up sex if they are not married. Jesus explained that there are only three types of people who are willing to live lives of sexual abstinence: those who were born without genitals, those who have been castrated, and those who willingly give up sex to serve God more diligently; everyone else must be married to have sexual relations, and they can only be married to one person (of the opposite sex); which brings us to the subject of polygamy.


■Polygamy


During Old Testament times men were allowed to have multiple wives. This was not something that God authorized; this was something that men did. The culture at the time permitted it. Despite the fact that God did not sanction polygamy; he did not stop it at the time either. For reasons that we’re not certain of, God allowed polygamy to persist until Jesus began his ministry and ushered in the attainment of salvation by grace, not by works (Ephesians 2:4-8, see your Bible).


The Bible teaches us that in the beginning when God made Adam and Eve; he only made one wife for Adam, not several. Genesis 2:18-22 tells us that when God saw that it was not good for Adam to be alone, he made a suitable helper for him. In doing so, God caused Adam to go into a deep sleep and took a rib from him to make woman. Verse 25 of that same chapter refers to this woman as Adam’s wife, and Genesis 3:20 tells us that Adam named his wife Eve and that he named her Eve because she would become the mother of all living human beings. The name Eve is the English transliteration of the Hebrew name “Chavvah” which means “life.”


God created one woman for Adam to take as his wife and one woman alone. If God had sanctioned polygamy as the perfect marital state, then it stands to reason that he would have sanctioned it from the very beginning, and instead of taking one rib from Adam to create a woman, he would have taken a few ribs and created three or four women for him; but he didn’t. Apparently one woman was enough.


The argument that polygamy is something God put up with during the Old Testament biblical era but did not sanction, is supported even further when we take into account the following passage of Scripture:


13 Here is another thing you do. You cover the Lord’s altar with tears, weeping and groaning because he pays no attention to your offerings and doesn’t accept them with pleasure. 14 You cry out, “Why doesn’t the Lord accept my worship?” I’ll tell you why! Because the Lord witnessed the vows you and your wife made when you were young. But you have been unfaithful to her, though she remained your faithful partner, the wife of your marriage vows. 15 Didn’t the Lord make you one with your wife? In body and spirit you are his. And what does he want? Godly children from your union. So guard your heart; remain loyal to the wife of your youth. 16 “For I hate divorce!” says the Lord, the God of Israel. “To divorce your wife is to overwhelm her with cruelty,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. “So guard your heart; do not be unfaithful to your wife.” (Malachi 2:13-16 NLT)


Malachi is the last book of the Old Testament. The prophet Malachi is speaking here to the Israelites. He is giving the Israelites a message from God. Our focus here is the reprimand God gives (verses 13-14) as it pertains to why God was at the time no longer looking at the nation of Israel with favor. One of the reasons was because many of the men had been being unfaithful to the wife of their youth. Notice that the reprimand specifically rebukes the men for having been unfaithful to one wife; their first wife which was the wife of their youth; and God was not pleased. God likened a man being unfaithful to his wife and divorcing her to hating her and violating her. God specifically admonishes the Israelite men not to be unfaithful to their wives. This certainly does not support polygamy.


Moreover, when we take into consideration again the passage of Scripture found in Matthew chapter 19 that gives an account of Jesus talking to the Pharisees about marriage, we can’t help but to notice Jesus’ answer as it applies to the issue of polygamy; specifically verses 8-9. Let’s take a look at those two verses again…


8 Jesus replied, “Moses permitted divorce only as a concession to your hard hearts, but it was not what God had originally intended. 9 And I tell you this, whoever divorces his wife and marries someone else commits adultery—unless his wife has been unfaithful.” (Matthew 19:8-9, NLT)


As discussed earlier, it appears that many of the Jewish men of that day may have wanted to be able to divorce their wives for little or no reason so that they could marry other women. Right away, Jesus picked up on what they were really asking him and did not hesitate getting to the issue at hand. He told them that a man cannot divorce his wife to marry another woman unless his wife is guilty of adultery; and if that man goes forth with the divorce despite her never having had committed adultery, then that man would be guilty of adultery.


If it is okay for people to indulge in polygamy, then Jesus’ answer would have been different. Jesus’ response to their question would have been more amenable to the answer they were looking for. It stands to reason that Jesus would have assured them that divorce was unnecessary since, if they got tired of one woman, they could just as well marry another woman and have two wives instead of one. But this is not what Jesus said. He instead said the opposite; much to the chagrin of the men who were questioning him and much to the support of scriptural argument against polygamy.


■Adultery


During biblical Old Testament times, adultery was defined as the act in which a man has sex with a married woman or has sex with an engaged woman. In either situation, both the man and the woman would be considered to be adulterers [3], and as we have seen in Matthew chapter 19, adultery is also the act of a married man having sex with a woman other than his wife. But Jesus took the definition even further when he said the following:


27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery. 28 But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. (Matthew 5:27-28 NIV)


In the preceding passage of Scripture, Jesus defines adultery beyond just physical infidelity, but also as inappropriate desire, specifically as it pertains to a married man’s physical desire for a woman other than his wife or a single man’s desire for a woman who is married. If a person simply thinks about having sex with someone outside of his (or her) marriage, then that person has committed adultery in their heart.


“You shall not commit adultery” is the seventh of the Ten Commandments [Exodus 20:2-17, Deuteronomy 5:6-21] that God gave Moses to give to the Israelites after God delivered the nation from slavery. In the book of Exodus, the historical account of God’s deliverance of the Israelites from their four-hundred-years of oppressive slavery that had been imposed upon them by Egypt, is documented. The Egyptians worshipped many false gods and engaged in immoral sexual practices which no doubt had influenced the nation of Israel during their captivity. It was therefore necessary that God set down certain commandments after the Israelites were freed. God’s prohibition against adultery is one of those commandments and is quoted in verse 14 of the following passage of Scripture:


1 Then God spoke all these words, saying, 2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 3 “You shall have no other gods before Me. 4 “You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, 6 but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments. 7 “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain. 8 “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath of the Lord your God; in it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, your male or your female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you. 11 For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and made it holy.


12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the Lord your God gives you.


13 “You shall not murder.


14 “You shall not commit adultery.


15 “You shall not steal.


16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.


17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife or his male servant or his female servant or his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” (Exodus 20:1-17 NASB)


The identification of adultery as a sin (v. 14) crosses from the time period of the Old Testament into the time period of the New Testament particularly with Jesus’ reference to it. And as we saw earlier, adultery is now more than just a physical betrayal but it is also an emotional betrayal as well.


To commit adultery is to go against God’s will, and to go against God’s will is sin. Although not generally considered a crime in Western society (it should be noted however that under the United States Uniform Code of Military Justice, adultery is a criminal offense), adultery, for the most part, is still considered by most Americans to be immoral behavior. Jesus’ emphasis of the immorality of adultery is seen in the following passage of Scripture, part of which we briefly looked at earlier:


10 And he called the people to him and said to them, “Hear and understand: 11 it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but what comes out of the mouth; this defiles a person.”


12 Then the disciples came and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this saying?”


13 He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be rooted up. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides. And if the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit.”


15 But Peter said to him, “Explain the parable to us.”


16 And he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth passes into the stomach and is expelled? 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a person. 19 For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what defile a person. But to eat with unwashed hands does not defile anyone.” (Matthew 15:10-20 ESV)


In verse 19 of the preceding passage of Scripture, Jesus puts adultery in the same category as evil thoughts, murder, sexual immorality (which includes adultery), stealing, giving false testimony, and slander. There is no question therefore that the Bible categorizes adultery as a sin for certainly if Jesus Christ, who is God that was made manifest in the flesh (John 1:1-14) identified adultery as an act that defiles a person, then the immorality of adultery is established; at least biblically. This means that anyone who calls himself a Christian cannot, in good conscience, uphold the act of adultery; no matter the circumstance.


Many people who commit adultery believe that they are justified in doing so because of the love they have for the person that they are committing the adultery with. However, there is nothing in the Bible that gives exception to adultery to make it all right. Feelings of love do not justify infidelity. Adultery is a sin nonetheless. Therefore, a man (or woman) who divorces his spouse in order to marry his lover does not therefore consequently eradicate the adultery in doing so, but instead has merely entered into an adulterous marriage. In revisiting the text below, we can see that Jesus made this clear:


8 Jesus replied, “Moses permitted divorce only as a concession to your hard hearts, but it was not what God had originally intended. 9 And I tell you this, whoever divorces his wife and marries someone else commits adultery—unless his wife has been unfaithful.” (Matthew 19:8-9 NLT)


■Incest


Incest is defined as a sexual relationship between immediate and/or close family members. Biblically speaking, incest is a sin, but it hasn’t always been a sin. Before the Law of Moses, incest was allowed. Many theologians and even some scientists believe this was so because during the time when Adam and Eve lived in the Garden of Eden, they assumingly lived in a pristine biochemical environment (the biblical historical account of Adam and Eve is found in Genesis 2:4-25, and Genesis chapter 3).


However, after they ate of the forbidden fruit, God not only cursed Adam and Eve, but he also cursed the serpent and he cursed the ground (the latter of which was associated with the curse God placed on Adam since Adam would be the one tilling the ground). Therefore, where before, God abundantly supplied food from the ground, now, in order to acquire food, mankind (due to the curse God placed on Adam) has to work hard to cultivate the ground. So where before farming was not necessary, now it is.


Aside from the deduction that the Garden of Eden presented a perfect nutritional environment for Adam and Eve, it is also reasoned that Adam and Eve had no genetic defects. There was no risk of any genetic mutation because the world in which Adam and Eve first lived was perfect, and therefore biologically, it has been logically deduced, that they themselves were without sickness or disease. However, things changed when God banished them from the Garden for disobeying him (Genesis chapter 3, specifically verse 23, see your Bible). The theory is that eventually, the world went from an ecologically uncontaminated environment to a contaminated one, which of course eventually affected mankind as a whole.


Long after the death of Adam and Eve and after the flood, (Genesis chapters 6, 7, and 8 give the account of Noah and the flood) there were only eight people remaining to repopulate the earth (Noah, his wife, his three sons, and their wives). So marriage between close relatives would have been needed for repopulation. Theologians have deduced that over time, after the global flood, the earth’s environment began to show more rapid effects of the curse and human genetic mutations began to manifest resulting from the corruption of environmental conditions as well as from mishaps occurring during embryotic cell division or DNA (Deoxyribonucleic acid: a material present in the body that carries genetic information) copying which gradually led to a significant probability that the offspring of a man and a woman who were closely related to one another could suffer serious birth defects. Thus, eventually God, in his grace, forbade sibling and other close relative marriages and sexual relations in order to reduce that probability.


It should be emphasized however that this is just speculation on the part of many theologians and that there is no explanation given in the Bible as to why God allowed incest during one period of time and banned it during another. God’s ban on incestuous sex occurred after he delivered (through Moses) the Israelites from Egyptian slavery. The ban is found in Leviticus chapter 18, of which a portion is quoted below:


1 Then the Lord said to Moses, 2 “Give the following instructions to the people of Israel. I am the Lord your God. 3 So do not act like the people in Egypt, where you used to live, or like the people of Canaan, where I am taking you. You must not imitate their way of life. 4 You must obey all my regulations and be careful to obey my decrees, for I am the Lord your God. 5 If you obey my decrees and my regulations, you will find life through them. I am the Lord.


6 You must never have sexual relations with a close relative, for I am the Lord.


7 Do not violate your father by having sexual relations with your mother. She is your mother; you must not have sexual relations with her.


8 Do not have sexual relations with any of your father’s wives, for this would violate your father.


9 Do not have sexual relations with your sister or half sister, whether she is your father’s daughter or your mother’s daughter, whether she was born into your household or someone else’s.


10 Do not have sexual relations with your granddaughter, whether she is your son’s daughter or your daughter’s daughter, for this would violate yourself.


11 Do not have sexual relations with your stepsister, the daughter of any of your father’s wives, for she is your sister.


12 Do not have sexual relations with your father’s sister, for she is your father’s close relative.


13 Do not have sexual relations with your mother’s sister, for she is your mother’s close relative.


14 Do not violate your uncle, your father’s brother, by having sexual relations with his wife, for she is your aunt.


15 Do not have sexual relations with your daughter-in-law; she is your son’s wife, so you must not have sexual relations with her.


16 Do not have sexual relations with your brother’s wife, for this would violate your brother.


17 Do not have sexual relations with both a woman and her daughter. And do not take her granddaughter, whether her son’s daughter or her daughter’s daughter, and have sexual relations with her. They are close relatives, and this would be a wicked act.


18 While your wife is living, do not marry her sister and have sexual relations with her, for they would be rivals. (Leviticus 18:1-18 NLT)


The preceding passage teaches us that God not only forbids sex between biologically close relatives, but he also forbids persons to have sex with their in-laws, step-parents, step-siblings and the like, because he considers them relatives as well. In God’s eyes, it’s all the same [4]. It is generally accepted among biblical scholars that God’s ban on incest applies from the time God implemented it to the time that we are living in now. We see this when looking at the following passage of Scripture in which the apostle Paul is addressing the Corinthian church:


1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that even pagans do not tolerate: A man is sleeping with his father’s wife.


2 And you are proud! Shouldn’t you rather have gone into mourning and have put out of your fellowship the man who has been doing this?


3 For my part, even though I am not physically present, I am with you in spirit. As one who is present with you in this way, I have already passed judgment in the name of our Lord Jesus on the one who has been doing this.


4 So when you are assembled and I am with you in spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is present, 5 hand this man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord.


6 Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that a little yeast leavens the whole batch of dough?


7Get rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a new unleavened batch—as you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.


8 Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the old bread leavened with malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.


9 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people—


10 not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world.


11 But now I am writing to you that you must not associate with anyone who claims to be a brother or sister but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or slanderer, a drunkard or swindler. Do not even eat with such people.


12 What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside?


13 God will judge those outside. “Expel the wicked person from among you.” (1 Corinthians, chapter 5, NIV)


The preceding passage of Scripture is rarely preached about in today’s pulpit but it is nevertheless the word of God and it is a passage that we will revisit from time to time during the course of our overall discussion. In the passage, Paul reprimands the Corinthian church for allowing an affair to go unchecked between a man and his stepmother (his father’s wife). Although both the sin of adultery and incest has occurred, Paul did not neglect to point out the incestuous nature of the adultery by describing the affair as “a kind that even the pagans do not tolerate.” The kind that Paul was alluding to was an incestuous kind. This New Testament passage of Scripture gave the church clear indication that incest is a sin and should not be tolerated among Christians.


Not only did Paul reprimand the church for putting up with and bragging about the adulterous/incestuous affair; Paul took things further by instructing the church that they should not associate or even sit down to eat with people who call themselves Christians but practice sexual immorality (as well as with those who practice greed, idolatry, slander, drunkenness, and fraud). Paul further declares that although Christians do not have the right to judge those who are outside the church (it’s God’s job to do that), that Christians certainly have the right and are expected to judge anyone who calls himself/herself a Christian and is inside the church. But it doesn’t stop there. Paul directed the church to excommunicate (v. 13) the offender so that his spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord.


It should be noted that Paul addressed the issue of the excommunicated man in a second letter to the Corinthian church in which he urged the church, after the punishment of excommunication had been implemented and had taken effect, to forgive and comfort the man and reaffirm their love for him (the assumption being that the man had stopped the affair with his stepmother and repented). The part of Paul’s letter that gives indication of this is found in 2 Corinthians 2:5-8 and reads as follows:


5 If anyone has caused grief, he has not so much grieved me as he has grieved all of you to some extent—not to put it too severely. 6 The punishment inflicted on him by the majority is sufficient. 7 Now instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8 I urge you, therefore, to reaffirm your love for him. (NIV)


This tells us that the Bible teaches that the church is not to overlook or ignore sexual sin but to address it. It also teaches that the church must make sure to establish a balance between reprimand, grace, and compassion and be ready to re-embrace an offender who has sincerely repented.


■Prostitution


Prostitution is the act of selling oneself sexually for money. Another phrase used for prostitution in some countries is “sex worker.” There will always be those who will buy sex and therefore, there will always be those who will sell it. As of the time of this writing, in the United States, prostitution is legal in one state only: Nevada. Although prostitution is legal in Nevada; only brothel forms of it are legal in certain counties. Streetwalking, and any other means of prostitution that is conducted outside of the brothels, is still illegal in Nevada.


Prostitution is also legal in other countries. Certain forms of prostitution are legal in New Zealand, Netherlands, Australia, Austria, France, Germany, Greece, Mexico, Ecuador, Brazil, Ethiopia, Kenya, and this is just to name a few. But despite its legalization worldwide; the Bible depicts prostitution as a sin.


There are two types of prostitution described in the Bible; the first type is the type we are most familiar with: women who sell themselves sexually for money. The second type is referred to as shrine or temple prostitution involving both men and women. These shrine or temple prostitutes were paid to perform ritualistic sexual acts as part of the religious ceremony that took place in pagan shrines and temples during the worshipping of false gods (gods of fertility, etc.). Shrine and temple prostitutes were essentially sex worker employees of pagan temples. The following text is an example of a passage of Scripture where we see God speaking against prostitution.


17 No Israelite man or woman is to become a shrine prostitute.18 You must not bring the earnings of a female prostitute or of a male prostitute into the house of the LORD your God to pay any vow, because the LORD your God detests them both. (Deuteronomy 23:17-18 NIV)


God not only found the act of prostitution detestable but also found the money made from it detestable as well. Therefore, any earnings that came from prostitution were not allowed into the house of the Lord. Although this is Old Testament Mosaic Law, some theologians would surmise that the principle of it still applies today; that being, that the church should not accept any donations or charitable contributions from earnings gained from prostitution. Also, it would not be a stretch for the church to apply this principle as a general rule; meaning that one could easily contend that the church should also not knowingly accept any money gained from any other sinful and/or criminal behavior as well.


The immorality of prostitution is not only established in the Old Testament but in the New Testament as well. Paul speaks of it in the following passage of Scripture:


15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself? Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never! 16 Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, “The two will become one flesh.” (1 Corinthian 6:15-16 NIV)


Paul admonishes Christians not to have sex with prostitutes and emphasizes the unique relationship that Christians have with Christ. For a Christian to have sex with a prostitute is an affront to Jesus Christ because once a person becomes a Christian, he or she has become a spiritual part of Christ’s body. Moreover, the passage teaches that a Christian who has had sex with a prostitute has united himself or herself with that prostitute and has done so by way of the sexual union between the two of them; the Christian and the prostitute have become “one flesh.”


The first time the Bible speaks of “two becoming one flesh” is in respect to Adam and Eve (Genesis 2:23-25). So, although having sexual relations with a prostitute does not make for a marriage, the sexual union itself is one in which both parties are behaving as if they were married in the sense that the relationship has been consummated. But God is against Christians copulating with those who would sell their bodies for money along with being against Christians having sexual relations with those to whom they are not married (which is normally the case when one has a sexual relationship with a prostitute). Clearly then, according to the Bible, prostitution is a sin.


Although prostitution is a sin, this does not mean that those who have indulged in prostitution will not make it into heaven (the same goes for any other sin). Redemption and salvation are available to all who choose to declare Jesus as Lord, believe in his bodily resurrection, repent of their sins, and let go of their transgressions, and become a follower of Jesus Christ and his gospel.


A biblical example of a prostitute who turned to God is found in the book of Joshua. The second chapter of Joshua tells us of a prostitute named Rahab. The account is found in the following passage of Scripture which reads as follows:


1 And Joshua the son of Nun sent two men secretly from Shittim as spies, saying, “Go, view the land, especially Jericho.” And they went and came into the house of a prostitute whose name was Rahab and lodged there.


2 And it was told to the king of Jericho, “Behold, men of Israel have come here tonight to search out the land.”


3 Then the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, “Bring out the men who have come to you, who entered your house, for they have come to search out all the land.”


4 But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. And she said, “True, the men came to me, but I did not know where they were from.


5 And when the gate was about to be closed at dark, the men went out. I do not know where the men went. Pursue them quickly, for you will overtake them.”


6 But she had brought them up to the roof and hid them with the stalks of flax that she had laid in order on the roof.


7 So the men pursued after them on the way to the Jordan as far as the fords. And the gate was shut as soon as the pursuers had gone out.


8 Before the men lay down, she came up to them on the roof


9 and said to the men, “I know that the Lord has given you the land, and that the fear of you has fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land melt away before you.


10 For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you devoted to destruction.


11 And as soon as we heard it, our hearts melted, and there was no spirit left in any man because of you, for the Lord your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath.


12 Now then, please swear to me by the Lord that, as I have dealt kindly with you, you also will deal kindly with my father’s house, and give me a sure sign


13 that you will save alive my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them, and deliver our lives from death.”


14 And the men said to her, “Our life for yours even to death! If you do not tell this business of ours, then when the Lord gives us the land we will deal kindly and faithfully with you.”


15 Then she let them down by a rope through the window, for her house was built into the city wall, so that she lived in the wall.


16 And she said to them, “Go into the hills, or the pursuers will encounter you, and hide there three days until the pursuers have returned. Then afterward you may go your way.” (Joshua, 2:1-16 ESV)


When reading the entire first chapter of the book of Joshua (see your Bible), we see that Joshua was the successor to Moses and became leader over Israel after Moses’ death. The chapter also records the command God gave to Joshua to lead the Israelites across the Jordan River so that they may take possession of the land that God promised them. Before taking possession, Joshua ordered two spies to scope out the land, particularly Jericho.


The account above tells us of a prostitute named Rahab who aided the Israeli spies. She had acknowledged that God had given the Israelites the land and had also acknowledged the power of the Lord and his rule over heaven and earth (verses 9-11). She was therefore willing to help the Israelites because she had accepted the truth. In return for her assistance, the Israeli army spared Rahab and her family. The book of Joshua goes on to inform us that Rahab and her family voluntarily remained with the Israelites after Joshua and his army defeated the city of Jericho, as cited below:


24 Then they burned the whole city and everything in it, but they put the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron into the treasury of the LORD’s house. 25 But Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, with her family and all who belonged to her, because she hid the men Joshua had sent as spies to Jericho—and she lives among the Israelites to this day. (Joshua 6:24-25 NIV)


Rahab ended up making her home among the Israelites. Scripture tells us that Rahab became a faithful worshipper of God. We find this in the book of Hebrews where she is listed among those of great faith, which is shown in the following passage of Scripture (v.31):


24 It was by faith that Moses, when he grew up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.


25 He chose to share the oppression of God’s people instead of enjoying the fleeting pleasures of sin.


26 He thought it was better to suffer for the sake of Christ than to own the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking ahead to his great reward. 27 It was by faith that Moses left the land of Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger. He kept right on going because he kept his eyes on the one who is invisible. 28 It was by faith that Moses commanded the people of Israel to keep the Passover and to sprinkle blood on the doorposts so that the angel of death would not kill their firstborn sons.


29 It was by faith that the people of Israel went right through the Red Sea as though they were on dry ground. But when the Egyptians tried to follow, they were all drowned.


30 It was by faith that the people of Israel marched around Jericho for seven days, and the walls came crashing down.


31 It was by faith that Rahab the prostitute was not destroyed with the people in her city who refused to obey God. For she had given a friendly welcome to the spies.


32 How much more do I need to say? It would take too long to recount the stories of the faith of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and all the prophets.


33 By faith these people overthrew kingdoms, ruled with justice, and received what God had promised them… (Hebrews 11:24-33a NLT)


Verse 31 places Rahab in the same category as Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and all of the prophets (and along with Moses, beginning in verse 24); as people of great faith in God. There is therefore no doubt that the souls of all of those listed in the passage are in heaven with the Lord. Since Rahab is listed as well; we can surmise that she too is with the Lord.


Furthermore, not only does the writer of Hebrews honor Rahab, but God honored her as well by placing her in the lineage of his only son, Jesus Christ (Matthew 1:1-16, see your Bible) demonstrating God’s boundless grace to those who repent and believe in Him. This shows us, as stated before, that although prostitution is a sin; one can still turn away from it and reap the benefits of the faithful in Christ. This however does not erase the fact that the Bible, as we saw earlier, identifies prostitution as a sin and therefore, even though prostitution is legal in Nevada and in other places around the world, Christians cannot condone the practice of it because the Bible specifically teaches that to engage in such behavior is immoral.


However, in order to argue against the position that prostitution is a sin, there are some who would point to the biblical account of Hosea. When looking at the account of Hosea, in order to give Israel a living illustrated example of Israel’s wavering faithfulness to God; God commanded Hosea to marry a prostitute so that his marriage would serve as an example of Israel’s spiritual infidelity towards God. Hosea 1:1-2 reads as such,


1 The Lord gave this message to Hosea son of Beeri during the years when Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah were kings of Judah, and Jeroboam son of Jehoash was king of Israel. 2 When the Lord first began speaking to Israel through Hosea, he said to him, “Go and marry a prostitute, so that some of her children will be conceived in prostitution. This will illustrate how Israel has acted like a prostitute by turning against the Lord and worshiping other gods.” (NLT)


The command from God to Hosea for him to marry a prostitute was not God condoning prostitution but was instead God using the negativity of prostitution as an example to make a point about how Israel had turned away from God to worship false gods (note: when the Scriptures refer to the true God, the first letter of the word God will be capitalized. But in reference to false gods, the word god always begins with a lower-case g).


■Bestiality


Bestiality is the act of a human being having sex with an animal. The Bible prohibits this type of behavior and categorizes bestiality as a sin as evidenced by the following passages of Scripture:


“Do not have sexual relations with an animal and defile yourself with it. A woman must not present herself to an animal to have sexual relations with it; that is a perversion.” (Leviticus 18:23 NIV)


15 If a man has sexual relations with an animal, he is to be put to death, and you must kill the animal.


16 If a woman approaches an animal to have sexual relations with it, kill both the woman and the animal. They are to be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads. (Leviticus 20:15-16 NIV)


“Anyone who has sexual relations with an animal is to be put to death.” (Exodus 22:19 NIV)


“Cursed is anyone who has sexual relations with any animal.” Then all the people shall say, “Amen!” (Deuteronomy 27:21 NIV)


As we can see, the Bible refers to having sex with an animal as a perversion. Under the Old Testament law, anyone who had sexual relations with an animal was to be put to death. This is how serious an affront to God the act of bestiality was and is. Even though the death penalty has been done away with upon the advent of Jesus Christ and his grace (John 8:2-11; also see endnote #63), the principle behind God prohibiting human beings from copulating with animals still remains.


Bestiality is still a perversion. However, bestiality is not mentioned specifically in the New Testament. Some would argue therefore that it is no longer a sin and that it’s okay for human beings to have sex with animals. The counterargument to that would be that since bestiality is categorized as a sexual sin in the Old Testament, when the New Testament mentions sexual immorality, bestiality is still included in that category since there is no indication that it shouldn’t be. Most people would not argue that bestiality is still a perversion.


■Homosexuality


We now come to our main topic. There is no indication in the Bible that homosexuality is permissible. As a matter of fact, quite the contrary is true. The Bible makes it rather clear that homosexuality is not permissible. God’s prohibition against homosexual acts is a part of the law of the Old Testament that still applies today under the New Testament.


There are basically five passages of Scripture that directly identify and define homosexual acts as sinful and immoral. These passages are the Old Testament passages of Leviticus 18:22 and Leviticus 20:13, and the New Testament passages of Romans 1:18-32 (particularly vs. 21-27), 1Corinthians 6:9-11, and 1Timothy 1:8-11. These passages are quoted below. Each passage will be discussed in detail in the next chapter. Here are the passages…


Leviticus 18:22


“Do not have sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman; that is detestable.” (NIV)


Leviticus 20:13


“If a man has sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman, both of them have done what is detestable. They are to be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads.” (NIV)


Romans 1:18-32


18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness,


19 since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them.


20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.


21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.


22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools


23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles.


24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another.


25 They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.


26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones.


27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their error.


28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done.


29 They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips,


30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents;


31 they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy.


32 Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them. (NIV)


1 Corinthians 6:9-11


9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, 10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God. (NASB)


1Timothy 1:8-11


8 We know that the law is good if one uses it properly. 9 We also know that the law is made not for the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers, 10 for the sexually immoral, for those practicing homosexuality, for slave traders and liars and perjurers—and for whatever else is contrary to the sound doctrine 11 that conforms to the gospel concerning the glory of the blessed God, which he entrusted to me. (NIV)


In addition to the Scripture passages just cited, we will also take a look at Genesis chapter 19 which gives the account of God’s destruction of the city of Sodom (making it six total passages that we will look at in detail). The account informs us that on the day of the destruction, all of Sodom’s men, young and old, surrounded the house of Lot with the intent of raping the two male visitors (the passage reveals that these two male visitors were really angels that had come to destroy the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah) that Lot had in his house. Verses 12-13 of that same chapter read,


12 Meanwhile, the angels questioned Lot. “Do you have any other relatives here in the city?” they asked. “Get them out of this place—your sons-in-law, sons, daughters, or anyone else. 13 For we are about to destroy this city completely. The outcry against this place is so great it has reached the LORD, and he has sent us to destroy it.” (Genesis 19:12-13 NLT)


There was such an outcry to the Lord against the people of Sodom that the Lord sent his angels to destroy the city. The text does not tell us where the outcry came from. But what we do know is that there was so much wicked activity in the city of Sodom that God set out to destroy it.


The intent of the men of Sodom to rape the men inside Lot’s house coupled with the outcry to God against the wickedness of the city, brings many theologians to the conclusion that the outcry was specifically against homosexuality. There are other theologians that contend that the account of the destruction of Sodom does not specifically point out homosexuality as the main reason why God destroyed the city. The latter argument is the stronger, but the former argument cannot be overlooked. Therefore, a detailed discussion on this will also be included in the next chapter, along with the five verses and passages that directly identify homosexuality as a sin, thereby making six main passages that will be reviewed altogether.


Marriage According to the Bible


When looking at how the Bible defines marriage, it is a given within the context of the Scriptures that marriage, is the union of one man and one woman. Some would argue that polygamy and incest are permissible because of the many historical accounts of polygamy and incest that we see in the Old Testament. But, as we have seen, when investigating the full scope of the Bible, we see that God, for reasons not altogether known, allowed incest and polygamy only during certain Old Testament periods of time and then in subsequent times, as in today’s time, both are forbidden.


When taking into account Paul’s discussion of marriage in 1 Corinthians chapter 7, it is unarguably apparent that Paul is referring to heterosexual marriage between one man and one woman. The entire chapter is devoted to basic tenets set forth when it comes to Christian men and women marrying one another. There is no indication whatsoever that Paul is also referring to homosexuals in his discussion of marriage and divorce in 1 Corinthians 7 or in any of his New Testament writings for that matter. Let’s take another look at some of the verses in 1Corinthians chapter 7:


1 Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: “It is good for a man not to have sexual relations with a woman.”


2 But because of the temptation to sexual immorality, each man should have his own wife and each woman her own husband.


3 The husband should give to his wife her conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her husband.


4 For the wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does. Likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does.


5 Do not deprive one another, except perhaps by agreement for a limited time, that you may devote yourselves to prayer; but then come together again, so that Satan may not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.


6 Now as a concession, not a command, I say this.


7 I wish that all were as I myself am. But each has his own gift from God, one of one kind and one of another.


8 To the unmarried and the widows I say that it is good for them to remain single, as I am.


9 But if they cannot exercise self-control, they should marry. For it is better to marry than to burn with passion.


10 To the married I give this charge (not I, but the Lord): the wife should not separate from her husband


11 (but if she does, she should remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband), and the husband should not divorce his wife.


12 To the rest I say (I, not the Lord) that if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he should not divorce her.


13 If any woman has a husband who is an unbeliever, and he consents to live with her, she should not divorce him.


14 For the unbelieving husband is made holy because of his wife, and the unbelieving wife is made holy because of her husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy.


15 But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so. In such cases the brother or sister is not enslaved. God has called you to peace.


16 For how do you know, wife, whether you will save your husband? Or how do you know, husband, whether you will save your wife? (1 Corinthians 7:1-16 ESV)


Then 1 Corinthians 7:32-40 reads,


32 I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to please the Lord.


33 But the married man is anxious about worldly things, how to please his wife,


34 and his interests are divided. And the unmarried or betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in body and spirit. But the married woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please her husband.


35 I say this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord.


36 If anyone thinks that he is not behaving properly toward his betrothed, if his passions are strong, and it has to be, let him do as he wishes: let them marry—it is no sin.


37 But whoever is firmly established in his heart, being under no necessity but having his desire under control, and has determined this in his heart, to keep her as his betrothed, he will do well.


38 So then he who marries his betrothed does well, and he who refrains from marriage will do even better.


39 A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.


40 Yet in my judgment she is happier if she remains as she is. And I think that I too have the Spirit of God. (ESV)


There is no question here that as Paul is speaking on marriage, he is only referring to the marriage of one man to one woman and one woman to one man. He does not refer to multiple spouses and he does not refer to same-sex relationships in any way when speaking of marriage nor when speaking of those who are betrothed (engaged). Overall, the biblical indications of what marriage should look like are basically indisputable as it pertains to the position that marriage is limited to the union of one man and one woman. The basic arguments that support this view are as follows:


■In verse 14 of the text cited in 1 Corinthians 7:1-16, Paul makes mention of children in marriage. Marriage between a man and a woman is the only type of marriage that can biologically produce children. Gay couples cannot produce biological children. The reference to children in the passage gives additional credence to the position that the passage is only referring to marriage between a man and a woman and that Paul would not have even fathomed the idea of a gay “marriage.”


■When God created a lifelong companion as helper and spouse for Adam, he didn’t create another man; but he instead created another human being who was the opposite gender of Adam. God created a woman, whom Adam called Eve (Genesis 3:20). If homosexuality were supported biblically, then it would seem that God would have either created another man instead of creating a woman or he would have created another man in addition to creating a woman; neither of which he did. The fact that God created a woman and only one woman at that, to fulfill the role of wife for Adam, speaks volumes in and of itself.


■There is no instance of a gay marriage cited in the Bible whatsoever. If the Bible really supports homosexuality, then it would seem that there would be at least one instance of a gay marriage cited in the Bible and supported by God. But this is simply not the case; instead, when it comes to marriage, the Bible points to marriage between a man and a woman one-hundred percent of the time.


■As discussed earlier in this chapter, when taking into account Jesus’ response to the Pharisees who asked him whether or not it was okay to divorce their wives for any reason (Matthew 19:1-12), Jesus basically responded in a way that teaches us that divorcing one’s spouse to marry someone else for no good reason is akin to adultery. The point here is that there is no question when looking at the text that both the Pharisees and Jesus were referring to heterosexual marriage. There is no indication that the reference was referring to same-sex marriage. It would seem that if God supports same-sex marriage then the subject would have been routinely a part of Jesus’ conversation whenever he discussed issues of marriage and divorce; but it never was.


MAIN POINT


Heterosexual sex within a monogamous marriage is the only sexual indulgence that the Bible sanctions. All other sexual behavior, including homosexuality, is sin according to the Bible. Except for homosexuality, Christians in America can speak freely against any other sexual behavior that the Bible categorizes as sin and not worry about being persecuted. This is because all of the other sexual sins have no powerful movement behind them; but homosexuality does.


While there is no adulterer pride, prostitution pride, incest pride, polygamy pride, premarital sex pride, and/or bestiality pride that have been established as part of a sexual movement in America, there is definitely what is referred to as gay pride. And additionally, while there is no adulterer rights movement, prostitution rights movement, incest rights movement, polygamy rights movement, bestiality rights movement, or premarital sex rights movement, there is definitely what has been referred to as the gay rights movement. Therefore, when American Christians identify homosexuality as a sin (just as they identify any other sexual behavior that the Bible categorizes as sin) and consequently refuse to support it, condone it, approve of it, or participate in the affirmation of it (not because of their own thinking but because they are following what the Bible says) they can easily find themselves being persecuted to a large extent.


CONCLUSION


When taking into account all of the passages of Scripture we have examined in this chapter, there is simply no doubt that the Scriptures teach that sex is only allowed between a man and a woman who are married to one another; and that any other sexual activity is sin, be it heterosexual sex outside of marriage or gay sex. Sex before marriage between two heterosexuals is just as sinful as sex between two people of the same gender. Therefore, not only, in good conscience, are Christians unable to condone homosexuality; but Christians cannot condone sex outside of a monogamous marriage between a man and a woman either. Christians can neither condone premarital sex, adultery, polygamy, prostitution, bestiality, or incest, and we’ve just looked at why. Simply put; the Bible speaks against these acts. Biblically speaking, sex is a privilege, not an entitlement (except within a heterosexual monogamous marriage where it is both a privilege and an entitlement, 1 Corinthians 7:2-5). To force a Christian to condone sexual relationships other than sex between a man and a woman who are in a monogamous marriage to one another, is to force a Christian to go against what the Bible says; and thusly, to go against God.


But then some might ask, what about those Christians who do support homosexuality? What about them? Aren’t they reading the same Bible as those Christians are who do not support it? And then what about those who identify themselves as Christian and identify themselves as gay as well? Haven’t they read these Scriptures too? If so, how is it that they continue to involve themselves in homosexual acts if they say they are Christians and the Bible is so clear-cut about homosexuality being a sin? These questions are answered in chapter five, but right now we will turn our attention to a more detailed look at the six main passages of Scripture that point towards homosexuality as a sin, which many gay rights advocates mockingly refer to as “the clobber Scriptures.”
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