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INTRODUCTION

––––––––
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WHEN I BEGAN MY JOURNEY as a writer, I wanted to tell an epic tale that would span nine novels, putting my heroes through all sorts of quests and adventures as they sought to bring magic to a world of Dark Fantasy, while saving the Elves and the Dwarves from extinction and civil war. 

That story is sitting in the bottom drawer of my desk.

Next, I wanted to tell a Science Fiction story about a farmer’s son who goes off to fighter pilot academy and saves his world, and eventually his system, from invasion by an alien race that wants to harvest all the humans in the galaxy for their nefarious schemes.

I worked out an outline, and left it in my “to-do folder”.

Along with a hundred other ideas. A spaghetti-western of a homesteader’s daughter who has to tangle with an Old God from a Cosmic Horror Story. A gritty pulp noir about a Halfling detective in a Dark Fantasy story who is hot on the trail of a demon-worshipping cult trying to summon the Dark Lord from his ages-long slumber.

At some point, I decided that while I worked out my ideas (a.k.a. sat down and at least plotted out the beats for all of my stories to take them from ‘interesting concept’ to ‘workable outline’) it would probably be best for me to break some stories down to manageable, readable chunks. 

Thus, the idea to create an anthology of short stories. I knew that I had a lot of Fantasy and Science Fiction stories churning around in my head, so I thought I’d start off fresh in the Horror playground, where stories could be immediately terrifying and heart-racing. 

It was while I was working on writing these short stories that I found myself continually getting distracted (again) by the characters and their stories. 

Stories that should have been a couple thousand words ended up working into novellas, plots and sub-plots unfolded and expanded, and I told myself that I’d need to reign my tales in or I’d never get this thing published. 

So, I decided to limit myself. 

500 Words, NO EXCEPTIONS!

The short story became the flash story, and like a wise old karate master pruning his bonsai tree, I worked to selectively cut, prune, and edit my stories so that they would fit the 500 word limit. 

Yes, Flash Fiction would be just the thing to focus my ideas and my writing. I could finish what I'd started and move on. Suddenly, the limitless potential of an epic story was filtered down to a single event, flowing, flowery descriptions were distilled to the barest suggestion to give the reader the freedom to imagine what I couldn't afford the words describing..

Giving each story an individual voice while adhering to this limit has been a challenge, but I had a great time doing it.

I am pleased that you are here to experience what I have created. Thank you for taking the time to read Killer Space Clown.

Enjoy the ride!

-Eli Taff, Jr.

THE BLACK AMULET

“Ubaid!”

Elwin Billingsworth stepped into the dark chamber, his loaded shotgun raised.

“Damn that boy. Light!” Elwin shouted. He peered around the ancient Egyptian artifacts.

Charles, Elwin's butler, held aloft their lantern, casting it's sickly glow across the claustrophobic space.

“Sir,” Charles’ pinched expression was ghastly in the flickering light. “These artifacts will still fetch a handsome sum-”
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