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LOOK INTO THE CHRISTMAS BOX

Amabilis O’Hara

See what I am made of you eager manchild

slavering for a peek

of the tissue-fleshed

present you stole

Your fingers ruck my wrappings

Twist my trappings

I am silent

when you shake me

Dig your thumbs in pleated pucker

purple paper slit

Dent my shape

Pry off my tape

Tear me bare with ragged nail scrape

Your tongue poking

index worms pink-prying

between bare lips

Hook my corrugated wrinkles

Spread me

like origami Goatse

perineum pinned back

Body a dead butterfly skin-bowed gift

blooming ribbons

sloughing sheets

from cardboard bones that crack

Open cavity steeped in deep hollows

My shadowed corners

stretch wide

to swallow men whole

Look into the box

See what I am made of


VILLANELLE FOR MONSTERS 101: DEMON MANAGEMENT

KB Nelson

It’s hard to manage a demon, and dangerous while you find the way

to mastery. For one, you might speak sweetly lest its disposition curdle,

but you will find another needs a harsher word to make it stay

its claws and fangs, all while it thinks of you as prey.

You may have heard that love concoctions, strong with rose and myrtle,

can be useful. I advise, if compounding, that beginners steer away

from anything but calmatives. You can spot those braves who play

at demon love by their timeline of bruises: yellow, green, purple.

Knowledge of a demon’s proper name’s a mainstay

of old textbook lore. I loathe to be the one to naysay,

but this is not a useful avenue. Some names are nonverbal

in all respects. Humans―and indeed all mortals―have no way

in which to say the name. While you attempt to convey

the sense of appellation, you are turned to marble

or flames or a home in which the demon will choose to stay.

You have the chance to learn things I picked up the hard way.

Case in point: how to gain control is just your first hurdle,

chapter one of a long volume. Our upcoming lessons focus on the way

to maintain your hold. While hard to get, it’s deadly if you don’t make it stay.


CHILD OF ELEMENTS /SON OF SORROWS

AJ Franks

She breathes

Red wine’s aroma

A transparent glass

Forever half-full

He chokes

On metallic air

A sliver of glass

Spills red on the floor

She sees

Not the dying star

But the wish within

Its immortal core

He’s blind

To light from the star

Crushed under pressure

By its stellar core

She feels

Magic from the sea

Mermaid melodies

And seahorse secrets

He’s chilled

Accursed by the sea

Mermaid maladies

And seahorse censures

She hears

Laughter in the wind

Whispering wonders
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