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​Preface

 


***

 


When divorcee Nara realizes her
dream of opening her own Victorian gift shop, she is shocked to
discover a hidden attic above the store; one that houses the shop's
seductive original owner. Hayden is a vampire who hails from
Victorian times, and the gift he has for Nara is one of love and
passion.
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​Vicarious Secretary

 


***

 


Nara Wilkes shut her eyes tight, her
mind blocking images that invaded her psyche and rendered her
motionless…

The first image admittedly was not a
disturbing one; quite the contrary, the vision of her wedding day
was one she’d cherished and treasured for years. She pictured
herself in her wedding dress of silk ivory lace, clutching a
bouquet of pearl pink carnations in one hand, and the hand of her
beloved husband in the other…

For the past five years, her
relationship with Arthur had proved the cornerstone of her
existence; one that had prompted her to give up her job as an
office worker and take an early retirement — very early, considered
she’d just now celebrated her thirtieth birthday. While Arthur
built a business in the construction field, she built a cozy home
that came beautifully decorated in Victorian accents.

Admittedly, her feminist friends
bristled at her choice, strongly suggesting that she take a job
outside the home, in case something happened to her husband. Yet
she felt too ensconced in her tiny but ebullient palace to care
overmuch about their objections.

“Arthur is a young and healthy man
with a solid business degree,” she told them, “what could possibly
happen to him?”

Her own question was answered, sadly
enough, on the eve of their first anniversary. Seeking to give her
lusty young husband a gift he’d never forget, she dressed up as a
sexy secretary — one who, conveniently enough, came complete with
spiked heels and a blousy pink dress that showed off her abundant
curves — and snuck into his office, meaning to park herself on
Arthur’s desk and offer herself to him.

Only his desk top, she found, was
already occupied by both her beloved Arthur and his real life
secretary, the petite young Leslie Lou.

Her charade forgotten, an enraged
Nara stormed forth into the office and parked herself before his
desk, planting her hands on her hips and searing her husband with a
condemning look.

“What is the meaning of this?” she
demanded, glaring openly at the man she married.

Arthur’s head shot up from its
previous position, buried deep in the breasts of his administrative
assistant.

“Honey,” he sputtered, shaking his
head from side to side in a furious wag, “this isn’t what it looks
like…”
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