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Introduction

This publication takes a new and revitalised look at astrology. It is simple to understand, yet remains a powerful tool, capable of providing a solid foundation for the comprehension of this broad and magnificent subject. 

In today's computer-based world it is no longer necessary to spend hours calculating a horoscope when the most modest PCs can do it in seconds, and with 100% accuracy! Consequently the needless paraphernalia, usually associated with learning astrology, has been stripped away. Emphasis is placed on  the application of astrology to the unique problems of the modern world, its use as a method of revealing purpose and meaning in life, and ultimately as a key to the psychosynthesis of personality.

The horoscope is described in comprehensive detail, with special attention given to the esoteric ruling planets of the zodiac signs, which are more relevant than orthodox rulers in the charts of spiritually-minded people. The new rulers also accommodate the immense changes in external conditions and inner consciousness that have occurred in the last hundred years and are related to a new range of experience which the brain registers as the externa of the modern world. The significance of karma is represented for it gives dramatic effect to our daily actions, and the third factor of esoteric psychology, lying beyond our understanding of heredity and environment, is given full prominence. 

This integrative and enriching work can be read alone, as a fascinating introduction and foundation to the New Astrology, or can be followed up with the author's extensive range of astrological books and video tapes and the all-embracing Dictionary of Astrology for the 21st Century. Together they provide a complete system for the professional and novice alike, containing efficient and extraordinary techniques of interpretation which have never been used before and which halve the time required to assimilate and practise astrology.

Foreword

Carl Jung, the famous psychologist, was an admirer of astrology. He also had a near-death experience after a heart attack in which he found himself out-of-body some twelve hundred miles above the earth. He used to say that one can hear about many extraordinary things, even from the most authoritative figures, but it is only when you experience phenomena yourself (and he meant the psychic) that you really accept them as valid.

Every astrologer knows that the main astrological indicator of events repeating is the movement or progression of the moon around the horoscope. It makes a full circuit every 28 or so years and can trigger recurrent events.

In 1941 I was with the British forces in Abyssinia. During a heavy rainstorm one day, I sheltered next to an army vehicle. There was a flash of lightning and at that instant I was flung from the truck on which I was leaning. I sustained no injury whatever but there was no doubt in my mind that I had been very fortunate in my escape. I might never have recalled the event but for the fact that almost 29 years later, in 1970,1 was watching an electric storm approaching from above a ridge next to my home. Every few seconds the sky blazed and a discharge of forked lightning struck the area. The storm approached and a friend who was with me remarked that it could easily strike the house. It did just that. There was a huge flash and explosion that deafened me for some minutes as the actual room in which we were standing was struck. In fact, the object of attraction was a metal treatment couch next to the window from which we had been viewing the storm. Curtains were set alight, telephone wires were burnt out for nearly a hundred feet and the woodwork around the windows was splintered.

This second event scotched for me the old idea that lightning never strikes in the same place twice. I was the place and I had been struck on two occasions. Now, as a practising occultist* of many years standing, it was only natural that I should ponder on the event and I soon came to the conclusion that this was linked to the progression of the moon through a devastating aspect which I have in my birth chart of Mars almost conjunct Uranus in Pisces in the sixth house. It brought home to me that I was about to enter a repetition of events that could easily mirror what had occurred between 1941 and 1944, the most crisis-laden and physically dangerous period of my whole life. I became very wary. It was a wariness that did not save me from false arrest and committal to a Los Angeles jail on charges which were speedily withdrawn. Although my incarceration was for less than twenty-four hours, it had been distinctly unpleasant. It followed a lecture I gave in the same city on the subject of magnetism and the effects which we had noted on certain patients in England. The secret enemies on this occasion were FDA agents in the audience.

* The term 'occultist' is used in the classical sense of one who knows and uses the hidden forces of nature.

My mind went back to the dangerous events of those war years. I recalled once more the event of lightning and that not a year later, I had been put under arrest in my regiment for some foolishness. If I remember rightly it was for 'dumb insolence'! In those days such a charge was possible in the British Army if you gave some incompetent officer so much as a hard look! A glance at my own war record and a comparison with that of the officer concerned soon earned for me exoneration by the Company Commander.

Here, then, were two events of a distinctly unsavoury nature which had been repeated 29 years later as the moon transited the same set of aspects in my horoscope. The two episodes of 1941, namely, arrest and being struck by lightning, were followed a year later by three episodes, a few months apart in which on each occasion I was wounded, twice very seriously ... injuries from which I never really completely recovered. That the pattern was about to be repeated caused me some alarm. I immediately sought astrological advice. I began to take what I considered to be very necessary precautions. After all, what point is there in having knowledge of the hidden forces of nature if you do not employ that knowledge in your daily life?

I sought insurance coverage but was asked what it was I wanted to insure myself against. Accidents? . . . What kind of accidents? . . . Abroad? . . . Where abroad? and so on. I then looked around for a good astrologer. I approached some of the most eminent astrologers in the West. None could offer any sort of advice despite the fact that my birth time is accurately known.

As events developed, even though I repeated almost exactly the trend of affairs of the previous twenty-nine years, no severe injury occurred. There were secret enemies, abroad ... but they were ineffectual. I was inclined to think that astrology which I had championed through the years had let me down. In fact, there had been a change of circumstances in my life that had made for me, the astrology of my first thirty years unsuitable for interpreting my second thirty years. I had changed! Because I had changed, as everyone ultimately must, new sets of rulers in my chart were necessary. This is the basis for furthering the teachings of esoteric astrology. When people tread the Path of Spiritual Unfoldment, the changes that occur within their spectrum of consciousness and to their various subtle bodies, are so vast that the old planetary rulers no longer remain effective, except in those regions of their personalities which have changed the least! Spiritual growth, even at the mental level can be immense even during one year. I know now from careful observations that during the period of 1969 to 1973 the effect of the moon in my chart weakened considerably and was almost correlated with the extent to which I devoted myself to the affairs of the spiritual path I was treading. At mental and emotional levels, the moon is no longer a dangerous factor in my horoscope and even at physical levels its influence has waned considerably. Instead, the planets Uranus, Vulcan, and Saturn have, for me, assumed the role of the moon.

I was trained in astrology by a very wise and gifted person, long since deceased, who held a gold medal awarded her by Margaret Hone, the author of The Modern Text Book of Astrology. I learned much, and learned also to discard much. There seemed to me, even in the early fifties much wrong with astrology as it was being then disseminated. The good lady who taught me had flashes of brilliance but these were interspersed with much arrant nonsense. She was a devotee of a famous continental astrologer of the time called Troinski. Troinski was quite certain that there would be a European War in the early sixties. It would be a holocaust that would consume all before it. I looked at the various aspects and saw no signs at all of such a conflagration and said so. Instead, I began using certain esoteric methods to compute a more imminent matter, an unprecedented series of air disasters which would last a period of a week. I announced my conclusions at a public lecture given two weeks before the appalling crashes began. The forecast was featured in the largest weekend newspaper magazine in the country. My astrology teacher was furious. "Whatever he used, it wasn't astrology," she proclaimed. I did use astrology but I used the esoteric rulers.

By esoteric I mean not only that which comes from within but also that which is already part of Ancient Wisdom. There are other definitions but essentially the term refers to those things that arise from internal causes. When we talk about esoteric healing, we do not mean the application of external treatment in a particularly unusual way. That is not esoteric healing. Esoteric healing comes from within, usually via the chakras or nervous system, and this is true with regard to any esoteric science, including astrology itself. Esoteric astrology always involves an element of subjective input from faculties that transcend the intellect of the astrologer.

Esoteric also refers to matters which are so abstruse as to be incomprehensible without special knowledge. There are elements of esoteric astrology that are very abstract and nebulous indeed, and require special methods of interpretation. I refer here to the use of higher manas or abstract thought to procure those elevations of the mind whence deep meaning is disseminated. Without appropriate keys, the doors of inner perception may not be unlocked and certain matters remain veiled and hidden.

In this work the personality is under review, appraised from a point of view that must take it well into the twenty-first century. The astrological perspective is that the personality has three main contributing factors:


	
The hereditary equipment with which it is endowed.



	
The environmental scenario into which it is thrust.



	

A group of circumstances and stimuli, some clear, some veiled or esoteric, and some which must be regarded as only hinted at or virtually unknown.







Factor One : Heredity


No one can deny that the greatest advance in science has been the elucidation of the physical basis of inheritance which, in the twentieth century, was finally traced to the DNA molecule, a double helix structure that could reproduce itself endlessly, carrying the characteristics of the parents into every cell of their children. Since this discovery in 1953, scientific evidence has not only confirmed the efficacy of the DNA molecule and the operation of the genetic code it contains but we have to accept that the same structure somehow or the other is responsible for much of the way in which we think and feel and act.

The DNA molecule has become ..... a contemporary soul, the site of identity and self *

* Dorothy Nelkin and Susan M. Lindee (American sociologists.)

We cannot fully agree with this. There are features of karma, reincarnation, wholism and psychosynthesis that can never be pinned to a coding of four nitrogen based units (nucleotides). Nevertheless the contribution of the third factor, must now be reassessed.

Much of what we thought lay in our stars is really located within our genes but we must not make a god out of heredity. Man's subtle bodies are lived in but not understood; dark matter and dark energy (comprising nine-tenths of the universe) is an enigma yet to be solved; and forces emitted from deep within the galaxy are still unexplored.
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Esoteric astrology embraces esoteric psychology, which differs from mundane psychology in recognising a third factor as part of the totality of man. Non-esoteric psychology considers man's behaviour to result from the interplay between the genetically acquired equipment that he is born with and the environment into which he is thrust. Esoteric psychology says that man may also possess a higher nature - an eternal, immortal and existential part of him, from which the third, spiritual or subjective factor derives. True integration depends on the extent to which the personality is aware of and interacting with its indwelling nature, thus:

Personality = Hereditary Equipment × Environment × Soul 

P=H×E×S

______________________________

Taking these uncertainties into the genetic code we must ask, does the DNA molecule have the subtler counterparts to it, of mental and emotional matter, and how do these contribute to the subtle structures we call the astral and mental bodies of man?

(DNA) This large but unnervingly simple molecule is no longer just the biologists' Holy Grail. Now we all bow to its implacable magic*


* Bryan Appleyard, The Sunday Times, 29 March 1998.


In the main, man still remains unknown. We cannot explain all his problems. Homosexuality, for instance, probably has some genetic factors related to it and I'm sure that one day these will be unravelled and society will act upon them. But if reincarnation is, in some measure, a valid doctrine, homosexuality should be an accompanying challenge, especially if the space between lives is being shortened because of the massive increase in population at this time.


Factor Two : Environment


When we come to the second of our three main components of the personality the scientific evidence is not so convincing as it is for the first factor of Heredity. Some see it as the old argument between Nature (Heredity) versus Nurture (Environment). Those who seem best qualified, have plumped for nature and have been frankly disparaging about environmental evidence of our human characteristics - personality, intelligence, academic performance and abilities, and to which we, in the esoteric sciences, must surely add another indubitable five - intuition, empathy, wisdom, perception and will.

Ignatius Loyola, the Spanish founder of the Jesuits, clearly understood the enormous effect of environmental influences on the young, writing "Let me have the child until it is seven and I care not who has it after." Very true, but any Englishman would include a boy's performance in the next seven years after that. If he has been to boarding school, he is a very, very different boy from one who has attended day classes. Also, the I.Q. scores of adopted children have averaged 111 compared to the 95 of non-adopted children.

Given the contributions of environment and heredity there still remains the (almost) immeasurable five - intuition, empathy, wisdom, perception and will. These, we maintain, are mainly contributed by forces unknown or little understood. What, for instance is the effect of pain on the human personality? There are inborn senses for it, very definite spinal tracts conveying it to thalamic areas of the brain, but where it reaches into consciousness on the cortex is unknown. Does pain humble the personality? Does it ennoble it? Does it enhance or deter the will? Can we quantify pain and decide how much the personality should receive? Or qualify pain likewise? What happens when we apply the same questions to our five immeasurable qualities just mentioned, where there are no spino-thalamic tracts for intuition which flashes into the brain at a site unknown and even from a source unknown? What happens when we feel especially creative? Are we visited by the muses as poets, artists, sculptors and even architects have oft times maintained? Or can we put it all down to a few squirts from the chemistry of the brain? With every major newspaper in the West featuring daily astrology columns, it seems the public prefers the muses and stars to genes.

Factor Three : The Soul

That there will always be an element of secrecy about the personality, as we deal with it in esoteric astrology, is inevitable. Even Carl Jung, the originator of the terms introvert and extrovert, whose approach was based on psychoanalytic theories and observations, had this to say:

My life has been permeated and held together by one idea and one goal: namely, to penetrate into the secret of personality. Everything can be explained from this central point, and all my works relate to this one theme.

The third factor includes the essence within us, variable from human to human and yet a common source to all. It incorporates all those veiled or hidden factors untraceable to our heredity equipment or environment but which seem to hold us together, imbue us with life and make us spiritually creative. We call it the 'Soul' because so many cannot dis-identify with this word. It is used in the sense of 'the soul of a project' - being its meaning, its direction, its purpose and the energy it releases in us.

Esoteric astrology is the best means I know of expressing the human personality in its entirety and of intimating its nature. That the various forces relating to the third factor can be gathered together in what we call spiritual intent has been the dream of an enlightened mankind through the ages. When successful, the contribution of the third factor elevates the personality to a state of synthesis and control that makes life-everlasting a practicable attainment. Truth, beauty and goodness become justifiable means whereby the standard of perfection envisaged by Socrates and Plato becomes a reality.

Here are some of the components of the third factor out of which esoteric astrology was born:

Tradition

A respect for the past history of astrology. Despite all its fallacies, its fraud and its errors, it did contribute such words as melancholic, phlegmatic, sanguine and choleric to our understanding of human types and their psychology.

Qualities of Time

A recognition that time has qualities, each moment of it varying from the one before. Time is so important in astrology that the moment of birth has always been taken into account with as great an accuracy as possible. Jung himself asserted: "Whatever is born, or done, in this moment of time, has the qualities of this moment of time."

When we consider how a blend of space and time can add new dimensions to human consciousness, we should take into account as partial substantiation the example of imprinting, where, for instance, the hatching of a duckling makes it susceptible to impressions first presented to its consciousness. If there is no mother duck present at this most impressionable moment the duckling will be imprinted by the one substituting for its mother. That could be human or any other creature or even an object. Thereafter the growing duckling will respond primarily to the one who has imprinted it. The importance here is that a spatial factor and a temporal factor together have affected the behaviour and growth of a sensitive being.

Time, of course, extends into the contributing area of factor two, the environmental circumstances. Each Age has its own qualities. Who would doubt that the woman of today is very differently situated from that of the Victorian era?

Reincarnation

The element of reincarnation may be a factor in the horoscope. To suggest that the early parts of this life which we can't always remember, should not be taken into account in an assessment of personality is ridiculous. Not to take into some account the contribution of experiences of earlier lives, when they are relevant, is equally ridiculous. More than half the world's population accepts reincarnation, and esoteric astrology also grants it credence.

Karma

Right action should be rewarded and if there has been merit earned in previous lives then the good karma of that merit may be be reflected into this life, as may the faults. In esoteric astrology these, the good and bad karma, are reflected in the horoscope through the planets Saturn and Mars.

Prediction

The future is not forecast specifically in astrology but the continually changing space-time elements in the horoscope may presage it. I myself, for instance, am forewarned that the progression of the moon of my birth chart could have dire consequences (which, however, are now manageable), as it passes for the third and last time across the Mars-in-Pisces aspect described at the opening of this foreword.

Accident-proneness

Not quite so obvious is the situation where two or more planets combine. I have already recounted the disastrous events related to the conjunction of Mars and Uranus in my own horoscope. Even more treacherous is the impact of the square (90 degrees, traditionally a malefic aspect) between these two planets at the moment of birth, which conveys the psychological element of accident-proneness. The third factor, however, may not be entirely responsible for accident-proneness as there could be contributions from the genetic code.

Mars and Uranus forming with the earth an angle of 90 degrees can so profoundly affect radio-telegraphy that signals at this time have to be sent the long way round the earth. The increased sensitivity of instrumentation of all kinds may well be a factor contributing to the link between accident-proneness and this aspect. Uranus is concerned with mechanical and computer-linked control systems, in both planes and automobiles, in which, at this time on the earth, most accidents occur.

The importance of identifying accident-proneness in the horoscope is that the parents of a child thus afflicted may be warned in advance and will understand how to deal with this complex feature of human psychology.

Dark Matter

The galaxies around us are moving so fast that they would fall apart were it not for their enormous mass and its gravitational effects. But when we examine the actual star content of the galaxies they appear to have only one-tenth of the mass that their light suggests. This means that they contain additional mass which is invisible, now called 'dark matter'. This presents as an outer halo that prevents the inner part of the spiral galaxy from being torn apart by the peripheral centrifugal forces. It is suggested that the galactic dark matter acts as a 'mould' for the form taken up by the visible 'ordinary' matter. Esoteric cosmologists would agree but call it a matrix comprising etheric, astral and mental matter.

Two kinds of dark matter are listed: 'cold' and 'hot'. The former is slow moving and it expands with the rest of the universe and its gravity can shape galaxies. Hot dark matter consists of very light particles, virtually 'mass-less' which zoom about near to the speed of light. Most likely the main contender here is the neutrino which is incredibly hard to detect. Assuming that the neutrino has a very tiny mass, which has yet to be quantified by science, it could account for dark matter because there are certainly enough of them, both in the aura of a galaxy and in the aura of man.

The general cosmological view is that both types of dark matter make up the universe that we can observe. The esoteric sciences have always understood that there are subtler states of matter making up the universe and have struggled to classify them, with surprising success, into planes and sub-planes. These extend from the gross states of physical matter that make up the shape and form, both of the earth and its creatures, right through physical infrastructures (etheric) comprising mainly matter of the order of the already stated neutrino, to emotional (astral) and mental material.

Very simply, from the astrological viewpoint, man possesses vehicles of consciousness within these inter penetrating planes of dark (subtle) matter but they have yet to be 'discovered' in terms of scientific evidence. It is through these sensitive 'bodies' of subtle matter that the main influences of astrology are received. The combination of them produces an aura in the same way that the galactic aura of Andromeda is created.

Scientific Evidence

There is no attempt here to prove astrology in the scientific sense of the word. Science is science and one day it will be regarded as no more than 'a communal belief system with a dubious grasp on reality'*, and by implication science is a subjective human construction, like art or music.**


* See Nature, spring issue, 1997, article by Kurt Gottfried of Cornell University and Kenneth Wilson of Ohio State University.



** Scientific American, page 80, November 1997.


If we must today question Newton, and there are even those who also contradict Albert Einstein, the scientific verdict on astrology is hardly a basis for judgement. Nevertheless, without venerating scientific knowledge as an absolute gauge of reality, let us look at some examples of the evidence for astrology and the objections.
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The French scientist Michel Gauquelin gathered the birth data of thousands of the most eminent professional people in Europe and discovered that:

Although they were separated by frontiers and different customs and languages, the newborn who were later to follow a given profession chose to come into the world under the same planet, whether they were French, Italians or Germans. Absurd through it seemed, a closer and closer correlation was revealed between the time when certain great men were born and their professional careers. Doctors were not the only example, and Mars and Saturn were not the only planets to follow this rule. Jupiter and the moon appeared to have an equally large importance for other professions. But the most significant results regularly appeared for each planet just after its rise and its zenith."*


* Michel Gauquelin, The Scientific Basis of Astrology - Myth or Reality, page 163.

Our knowledge of the moon is another part of the growing body of evidence in support of astrology. It is a well-established scientific 'fact' that biological rhythms of living organisms are conditioned by solar and lunar cycles. Frank A. Brown, Professor of Biology at Northwestern University, studied a vast variety of plants and animals and discovered that:

Organisms as dissimilar as the potato and the fiddler crab showed unmistakable yearly (solar) and monthly (lunar) periodicities. These rhythms were characteristically most depressed at the new moon, and most active at the full moon; they were indifferent to temperature, and even to drugs. A rat, under control conditions, in a darkened cage, was twice as active when the moon was over the horizon than when it was beneath it; thus bearing out insistent testimony of all those generations of old wives and gardeners, **


**John Anthony West, The Case For Astrology, page 329.


There is no doubt that the part the moon has played by direct influence on man has left its mark on every living cell in his body. It has wrought its own cycle into the hormonal mechanism of women. It has also, at more subtle levels than the mere physical, influenced man's mental and emotional equipment.

Superintendents of psychiatric units and asylums report that the full moon can produce a restlessness amongst patients, and various bodies in the USA, including the American Institute of Climatology, have shown that the influence of the full moon on human behaviour increases the crime rate. In New York, they found that kleptomania, destructive driving, homicide and a string of other crimes increased at the time of the full moon.

It was only two hundred years ago, that the laws of England still took into account the lunatic. If a person committed a crime at the time of the full moon, it was not considered to be as serious as the same crime committed when there was no full moon. These criminals were called lunatics and were given more lenient sentences when found guilty.

Whilst there can be no denying the moon's influence, opponents of astrology argue that the planets are too distant and their forces too weak to affect man. But the ability of weak signals to produce substantial effects is well known in physics as the phenomenon of resonance, in which a receiver vibrates to specific frequencies transmitted. Resonance is the cornerstone of the theory of astrological influence propounded by Dr. Percy Seymour, author of Astrology: The Evidence of Science. Dr. Seymour believes that the gravity of the moon and planets cause 'tides' in the earth's magnetosphere. These produce electric currents which alter the earth's magnetic field in a regularly repeating pattern. Because the planets move around the sky at different rates, there are distinct frequencies associated with each planet. Certain neural circuits in the human brain can resonate with these frequencies. In a letter to the New Scientist, Dr. Seymour wrote:

Although the space surrounding earth is full of radio waves from many radio and television stations, household and industrial equipment and naturally produced disturbances, we are still able to tune into the television station of our choice and make sense of the resulting information we receive, because of a resonance between the transmitter and the receiver.*

All the calculations used by scientists to show that cosmic forces are too weak to affect life on earth have ignored the possibility of resonance. I have used the mathematics of resonance to construct my theory. I am suggesting that a foetus with a given set of inherited characteristics has a nervous system genetically tuned to receiving specific fluctuations of the geomagnetic field, and that it will not respond to others of greater strength to which it is not tuned.. .



* An essential feature of resonance is that frequency is more important than the strength of the signal, and that small disturbances can have effects which are out of all proportion to their strengths, if they are in tune with the natural frequencies of a system. The normal methods of calculating the response of a system to external influences break down when resonance conditions apply. Thus a single violin string vibrating at the right frequency can shatter a wine glass, while the full might of the orchestra will leave it untouched.

Hylozoism

Many scientists are now challenging the adequacy of the empirical method and the mechanistic world-view underpinning it. New developments in physics, biology and psychology suggest that reality behaves more like a living organism than a machine; virtually everything is alive and connected by sympathetic resonance; and consciousness, not matter, is the primary element. Scientist James Lovelock, author of Gaia, a New Look at Life on Earth, regards the earth as a living creature. Even subatomic particles (which are really bundles of vibrant energy), physicists now tell us, display properties like freedom, self-motivation, choice, and purpose.

Science may claim the credit but this is a very old teaching and part of Ancient Wisdom called Hylozoism. Aristotle taught openly that all things are alive and live within the body of a greater being. Atoms live within molecules; molecules live within cells; cells live within man; man lives within humanity; humanity lives within the earth; the earth lives within the solar system; the solar system lives within the galaxy, and so on, in a hierarchy of increasingly complex organisms.
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Correspondences

Esoteric astrology uses the knowledge that our solar system has a septenary nature, almost as if that system were a being fashioned out of seven 'nucleotides'. Through the septenary qualities of the solar system it soon becomes clear to the esoteric astrologer that there are correspondences which link all things to these seven mystical 'nucleotides'. These seven qualities are called the Rays and all things respond to them. The energies of, for instance, the Third Ray of Active Intelligence will find response in all Third Ray beings in the solar system. This constitutes a resonance between Saturn, the Earth, the thyroid gland, the colour green, the stone emerald, the throat chakra, a cube, etc. These Ray energies, through the Law of Correspondences, react with one or other of the twelve signs of the zodiac and their planetary rulers. Man himself, under the same law, reacts to celestial influence and as if he himself were a solar system in miniature.

It would be a major surprise to me if such qualities of personality as the meaning of life and the purpose of existence were contained either in the genes of the normal complement of nuclear chromosomes or even in those of the mitochondria. One could hardly expect the urge towards truth, beauty and goodness to be ensconced there. Nevertheless these are the emergent properties of the psychosynthesised personality that we all seek. Until the genetic code has been more fully expressed we can scarcely expect the nuances of the ultimate holistic personality to be guided into being, but through esoteric astrology we may anticipate or even accomplish it.
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THE HOROSCOPE


Although the advent of the computer has made time-consuming mathematical calculation of the horoscope unnecessary it is still worthwhile acquiring a basic understanding of the physical structures and dynamics involved in astrology.



The teachings of Ancient Wisdom tell us that our solar system is the embodiment of a living being called the Solar Logos. Everything that exists within the solar system is part of His body and consciousness. He, in turn, lives within the body of an even greater entity encompassing other regions of the galaxy, and so on up to the Universe as a whole. The Solar Logos is also known as the Grand Man of the Heavens and is expressing through a great vortex of energy or chakra corresponding to the heart within a greater Being. Hence, the shape of the solar system may be seen as a spinning wheel or disc. It consists of a centre, the Sun, around which planets revolve in elliptical orbits in a fairly flat plane, and in what may be described as an anticlockwise direction, when viewed from the astronomical North.



The Solar System 

(not to scale)
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As they reflect the light of the Sun, the planets can be seen and their movements observed. Some are relatively close to the Sun and others are very far away. In order of distance they are Vulcan,* Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto.



* Vulcan is not a planet in the normal sense. It is unlikely to be discovered by science because of the fragmented and almost 'quantum-like' structure of its physical form. While most of Vulcan's fragments are located between Mercury and the Sun, other parts extend further out into the solar system. For additional observations see Dictionary of Astrology, Vol. I, page xxii.
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So there is quite a variety of distances, speeds and sizes of the heavenly bodies. The Sun, Moon and planets are represented by symbols or glyphs as follows:

[image: ]

It is important that ongoing students fashion their glyphs according to these in order to derive the morphological meanings from their shapes. The shape of the glyphs indicates something of the qualities of the planets.

The Geocentric Framework and the Ecliptic

Living on the Earth, we have to consider the solar system from our angle of observation (See diagram at top, opposite). Thus, we work with earth-centred or geocentric positions of the planets in the horoscope (diagram at bottom, opposite). Strictly speaking, the Sun and Moon are not planets in the astronomical sense, but sometimes we refer to them as such in astrology for the sake of convenience. The word planet means 'wanderer' in Greek, and the ancients applied the term to any body that seemed to move through the heavens as distinct from the relatively fixed stars. Of course, within a geocentric framework the Sun and Moon do wander, constantly. From the Earth we notice the Sun has an apparent motion against a background of the constellations of fixed stars. It appears to trace a circular path named the ecliptic, completing a circuit in one year. We must, however, always bear in mind that we are the ones that move and not the relatively stationary Sun. The Moon, on the other hand, does actually orbit the Earth, in roughly the same plane as the Sun, just over twelve times each year, giving us the lunar months from which the slightly longer twelve calendar months of the year are derived.
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The Earth tilts at an angle of 231/2 degrees to the vertical. If we project the Earth's equator into the sky (celestial equator) it does not coincide with the ecliptic but crosses it at two points. This anomaly gives rise to the changing seasons. When the Sun reaches these positions on the ecliptic it marks the beginning of spring and autumn (the equinoxes). This is when day and night are of equal duration because the tilt of the Earth is neither towards nor away from the Sun, but is sideways on, so to speak. The two points where the ecliptic and the celestial equator are farthest apart mark midsummer and midwinter (the solstices), when the days are longest and shortest respectively.

The Zodiac

When we observe the motions of the planets they stay within a narrow band of the sky, never moving far away from the ecliptic. Named the zodiac, this circular band extending 8 degrees of latitude either side of the ecliptic, contains the groups of stars, or constellations, that give their names to the astrological signs. Signs, however, are not the same as constellations. The zodiac begins with 0 degrees of Aries at the spring equinox, also referred to as the vernal point or the first point of Aries. The signs follow on in twelve equal, 30 degree sections of the 360 degree band. In order, the signs are Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capricorn, Aquarius, Pisces. They represent the different qualities of the twelve phases of the annual cycle as the Sun proceeds around the ecliptic and returns again to its starting point.

The glyphs of the twelve signs of the zodiac and their Latin names are as follows:
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These, and the glyphs of the planets should be memorised at the outset for they are the astrological alphabet without which we cannot begin to learn its language. 

And again, as stated previously: It is important that ongoing students fashion their glyphs according to these in order to derive the morphological meanings from their shapes. The shape of the glyphs indicates something of the qualities of the planets.

Thousands of years ago, during the formulation of the concept of the zodiac, the astrologers of the day projected the qualities of the signs onto the constellations that coincided with them. The constellations were a convenient way to divide the sky up into sections. This allowed them to locate the signs in the sky by referring to the background of stars. They gave the constellations the names of mythic animals, persons, or objects that symbolised the zodiacal qualities. But it was not until the 3rd and 2nd centuries BC that the Greeks developed the zodiac of twelve signs as we know it today: Aries, the Ram; Taurus, the Bull; Gemini, the Twins; Cancer, the Crab; Leo, the Lion; Virgo, the Virgin; Libra, the Balance; Scorpio, the Scorpion; Sagittarius, the Archer; Capricorn, the Goat; Aquarius, the Water-bearer; Pisces, the Fishes. The word zodiac means 'circle of animals' in Greek.

PRECESSION OF THE EQUINOXES

The twelve constellations do not divide the circle of the zodiac equally between them, and few of them even vaguely resemble the animal they are named after. Furthermore, some astronomers (erroneously) believe they have disproved astrology by pointing out the existence of a thirteenth constellation, Ophiuchus, the Healer. There have also been claims made on behalf of Arachne the Spider, and Cetus the Whale. Worst of all, because of the phenomenon called the precession of the equinoxes, the traditional signs of the zodiac no longer coincide with the constellations whose names they bear. Nevertheless the arrangement works and it is empirically correct, as the author has discovered from his own research. The explanation is as follows:
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The Earth is not only leaning to one side as it circles the Sun; it is also gyrating very slowly like a spinning top that is beginning to slow down and wobble. The direction in which it leans gradually changes, causing the Earth's axis to describe circles over thousands of years. As a result, the position of the spring equinox constantly moves backwards through the constellations. When this was first discovered by the Greek astronomer Hipparchus about 2000 years ago, the spring equinox was in the constellation of Aries, coinciding with the sign of the same name. Since then it has moved most of the way through Pisces, giving rise to the Age of Pisces. As we move into the 21st century, the spring equinox is moving out of the constellation of Pisces and into Aquarius. This is what is meant by 'the dawning of the Age of Aquarius'. The equinoxes pass through one constellation in about 2,100 years, completing the whole circle in approximately 25,800 years (a Great Year).
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Fortunately, we do not have to wait until the signs and constellations coincide again in order to practice accurate astrology or to reply to its critics. There are really two zodiacs, which are quite separate and distinct. Astronomers and eastern astrologers follow the sidereal zodiac, which is based on the actual positions of the stars, and is fixed in the sky. Western astrologers, however, use the tropical zodiac, which is linked to the spring equinox, and which moves with the slowly changing orientation of the Earth over long periods of time. This geocentric zodiac is most appropriate for man at his present level of evolution, forming part of the great illusion to which he is subjected. The phenomenon is analogous to the distortion of light passing through a refracting medium, so that when we view, say a pencil in a glass of water, it appears to bend and to be in a virtual position other than its actual one. It is said that in our future advanced stage, we will respond more directly to the great beings who embody the constellations, and will be subject to a higher zodiac.

The spring equinox, around the 21st of March, is always the start of the astrological year and defines the beginning of the tropical zodiac at 0° Aries. The twelve signs of astrology follow on in equal divisions of the yearly cycle. When astrologers refer to someone as having their Sun in Sagittarius, for instance, they mean that the person was born between November 23rd and December 21st, when the Sun was positioned in the ninth segment of the tropical zodiac, that is, in the sign of Sagittarius. They are not saying that the Sun was placed in the constellation of stars that bears the same name. The Sun sign indicates an individual's personality, which will have the qualities of the solar phase corresponding to the sign.


We have pictured the zodiac as an imaginary band of space surrounding the Earth, divided into twelve equal parts called the signs. From our point of view the Sun, Moon and planets endlessly travel this circular path in an anti-clockwise direction at orbital periods which range from one month for the Moon to 248 years for Pluto.
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Anticlockwise Movement of Planets through the Signs (above)


Superimposed on the movement of the Sun, Moon and planets through the zodiac is diurnal motion. The heavenly bodies and the signs of the zodiac all appear to move through our skies every day due to the spinning motion of the Earth.
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Clockwise movement of Signs around the Earth (above)

The zodiac revolves from east to west (clockwise) around the Earth at a rate of one degree every four minutes. Diurnal motion is much faster than the relatively slow progress of the planets through the zodiac. In 24 hours all twelve signs will pass through our skies in the same way as the Sun. We can therefore expect a new sign to appear above the eastern horizon every two hours. It is this sign of the zodiac which is appropriately called the Rising sign in a horoscope and it is largely responsible for determining the Soul's Purpose of an individual. The Rising sign is therefore the most important sign in Esoteric Astrology, as well as one of the most rapidly changing features of the horoscope. The accuracy of the birth time is crucial. It should be known within 10 minutes. If the birth time is not accurately known then the specific Soul's Purpose cannot be assessed by the usual methods of astrology; but then it may be a person's karma not to know that purpose. There are, however, esoteric methods of determining the Rising sign, which are available to the astrologer who keeps a spiritual diary.*

* See The Spiritual Diary by Douglas Baker.

The Birth Chart

Like any schematic diagram, a horoscope is an abstraction of a real situation. On it, are represented all the astronomical factors so far considered - it is a map of the solar system as seen at a specific moment of time and from a specific place on Earth. This provides the astrologer with enough information to determine the astrological influences which are present at a particular event. Horoscopes may be erected for any event, such as the launching of a ship, the start of a business enterprise, an earthquake, or even the birth of an idea, but they are most often cast for the births of individuals. Commonly called the natal chart or birth chart, it is drawn up for the moment at which the child took its first breath and began life as a physiologically independent human being. The geocentric positions of the Sun, Moon and planets at that time are plotted on the circle of the zodiac. Thus one may refer to the Moon as being in eighteen degrees Pisces or describe someone as having his Jupiter at fifteen degrees of Aries, etc.


Because the Earth is rotating on its axis once in 24 hours, the orientation of the whole wheel of the zodiac and planets depends on the exact time of day. Thus, the importance of having an accurate time of birth, especially as the degree of the Rising sign changes every 4 minutes. In the horoscope, the surrounding 'field' above and below the ground at the place of birth, is represented as a circle or wheel divided up into twelve segments of space called houses. More correctly, the houses are divisions of time. Of the various systems of house division the one preferred for esoteric astrology is by Placidus. The house cusps (spokes of the wheel) are separated by the distance the Sun appears to move in 2 hours as the Earth revolves on its axis. Thus the chart can be divided up into twelve 2-hour segments, as illustrated opposite.

Thus we are able to fill in the points on the chart wheel coinciding with the time of the day** and the points of the compass (i.e., space). To make our teaching easier it can be proposed that the horizontal line extending from the eastern horizon to the western horizon bisects the wheel of the houses and separates the area visible above the surface of the Earth from the area hidden below it. The half of the zodiac above the horizon is to the south, and the half below it is to the north. The degree of the zodiac (Rising sign) which rises over the eastern horizon at the moment of birth is called the Ascendant (abbreviated Asc). It marks the cusp (starting point) of the first house.

** It is useful to know what hours of the day are represented in the houses as a means of generally checking the accuracy of a horoscope. For instance, the sample chart is for a person born at 9.45 am, placing the Sun in the house where that time is represented, i.e., in the 11th house, whereas at another time of the day, say 3pm, the Sun would be in another house, in that case the 8th house. It is therefore easy to assess roughly in which house a native has his natal sun if you know the time of birth.

From this point the houses follow on numerically around the wheel in an anticlockwise direction, each house preceded by its cusp (wheel spoke). We call them 'cusp of the first house, cusp of the second house, cusp of the third house,' and so on. After the Ascendant, the second most important point is the zodiacal degree at the top of the chart called the Midheaven or Medium Coeli (abbreviated MC). Note that this is also the cusp of the tenth house. Of slightly less importance are the cusps of the seventh house and the fourth house, the Descendant (Dsc), and the Nadir or Imum Coeli (/Q, respectively. These four make up what are referred to as the angles of the horoscope - the cardinal points upon which the whole horoscope hinges.
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As well as being geocentric the horoscope is also geostatic. The houses are taken as a fixed structure, represented by a spoked wheel. The signs of the zodiac are displayed in an outer band and appear to rotate in a clockwise direction as the Earth spins on its axis. The planets travel anticlockwise through the signs at much slower speeds, and the net effect is for the planets to appear to move with the signs from house to house in a clockwise direction, so that all the signs and planets make a complete circuit of the sky in 24 hours. The basic map for the horoscope, then, comprises:


	
the twelve houses in their static positions.



	
the twelve signs rotating clockwise through the houses, one sign every 2 hours.



	
the twelve planets moving anticlockwise through the signs at variable speeds.
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At the specific moment of birth, the chart is like a 'freeze-frame' of a motion picture, a single glimpse of the ever changing pattern of the heavens, with the signs and planets located in one or other of the twelve segments or houses. Thus, in the sample chart above, the Ascendant (cusp of the first house) is 9° Aquarius. This means that Aquarius straddles the 12th and 1st houses: 9° of Aquarius are in the 12th house and 21° of the sign are in the 1st house (as each sign has a total of 30°). There are also 10° of Pisces in the 1st house. Following on, there are 20° of Pisces and 12° of Aries in the 2nd house, 18° Aries and 14° Taurus in the 3rd house, and so on round the houses. Notice that opposite signs have the same number of degrees in opposite houses, e.g., the Nadir (cusp of the 4th house) is at 14° Taurus directly opposite the Midheaven (cusp of the 10th house) at 14° Scorpio. Similarly, the Descendant (cusp of the 7th house) is at 9° Leo opposite 9° Aquarius Rising.

We may also refer to the Moon being in the second house, or Jupiter in the third house, etc. Each planet is located in the house containing its degree and sign of the zodiac (shown on the inner side of the planet's glyph). Combining both sign and house positions of the planets we have: Moon in Pisces in the second house, and Jupiter in Aries in the third house, etc.


Vulcan and Earth

These two planets do not always appear on computer generated horoscopes but they are important influences in Esoteric Astrology. In a very simple procedure Vulcan is placed 3 degrees from Mercury in the direction of the Sun, and the Earth is situated directly opposite the Sun.* Although the chart is geocentric, the Earth is represented heliocentrically, that is, as it would be seen from the point of view of the Sun.

* For the rationale of these positions see author's Dictionary of Astrology, Vol. I, pages xx, xxii.


How to Obtain the Horoscope


Before the introduction of computers into astrology, far too much time was spent in the setting up of the horoscope and not enough emphasis was placed on interpretation. Today, we can have the chart computed by an astrology mail order company, that can be found in any horoscope magazine. With the easy availability of home computers nowadays many people acquire the appropriate software and do their own charts just as effectively. Any intercepted signs and retrograde planets should be included and placed on the chart. Sign degrees on the computer read-out which are in degrees, minutes and seconds can be rounded off to the nearest degree, because the method of interpretation in esoteric astrology does not require such astronomical detail. It is wise for the beginner to have the accuracy of the horoscope checked by someone more experienced before going into any depth of interpretation.

To compute a horoscope you need three pieces of information as accurately as possible: the date, time and place of birth. A good atlas will provide geographical longitude and latitude tables for cities and the bigger towns. Smaller places can be interpolated, after being located on the map itself. The better astrology computer software includes a gazetteer that automatically enters the co-ordinates of the place of birth. If the time of birth is unknown, a solar chart for the day of birth can give a fairly good reading. A solar chart is drawn up for noon and adjusted so that the Ascendant is the same degree of the zodiac as the Sun. The houses are all equal, thirty-degree segments so that the signs are evenly distributed around the wheel. Our sample horoscope (opposite) was computed for 10th December 1975, 09:45 am, at Quito, Ecuador. If the time of birth had not been known then the solar chart would have been computed for noon on the same day, as shown below.
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The Forces of Astrology

The practice of astrology is based on the Law of Correspondences, very succinctly expressed by the Egyptian magician Hermes Trismegistos: 'As Above So Below.' In other words, changes in the heavens are mirrored in the events on Earth. Astrology, however, does not necessarily depend on the belief that the planets are causing the events. Many astrologers regard the moving bodies of the heavens as a sort of 'clock', which times the complex cyclic recurrences of events on Earth. Thus an astrologer by consulting carefully the records of the past, can make predictions of events likely to occur. Esoteric astrology incorporates this view but goes further and proposes that life on this planet is influenced and directed to a large extent by the moving heavenly bodies around us, according to a Divine Plan. In other words, astrological causation is teleological - it stimulates life to achieve its evolutionary potential. But scientists will never find a satisfactory mechanism for astrological influence in physical matter alone. The nine-tenths of substance in the Universe they refer to as Dark Matter, and which the esoteric has for countless centuries called subtle matter, will have to be investigated for its properties of interconnecting stars, planets and their inhabitants. There is, however, a physical force closely allied to the subtle, which has been most aptly described as the "energy beloved of the gods." It is of course magnetism.

Magnetism

Magnetism and Magic are synonymous terms.

- H.P.Blavatsky, Isis Unveiled


In forty years of teaching esoteric sciences I have always maintained that the human aura is a magnetic phenomenon and that the vehicles (mental, emotional and etherico-physical) that produce it are also basically magnetic.
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Man within His Magnetic Aura

The simple fact is that the human body is a series or combination of magnets, the one imposed upon the other. The heart and blood system account for only one such magnet. That the action of heart muscle and the electrolytes of the body, contained as they are in the blood, lymph and other body fluids, turns the body into a human magnet is a very old teaching but is now a well-recorded physiological fact demonstrable with scientific instruments.

A simple experiment with iron filings will demonstrate that a space round a magnet exists in which its magnetic effects can be perceived.
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Other magnets brought near will affect the former's magnetic field.

We regard the Earth as a magnet with a magnetic field all over its surface and we humans, ourselves magnets, are all contained within its variable magnetic field.
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Is it so difficult to conceive that if the Earth's magnetic field varies then our own human magnetic fields will vary in sympathy, no matter how small the degree?

Man is a magnet, the Earth is a magnet and the Sun is a magnet. Each lies exceedingly within the magnetic field of the larger. The Sun's magnetic output varies considerably at the time of sunspots. The magnetic poles of the Sun are even believed to alternate periodically. Are we human magnets exempt from the effects of change in the Sun's magnetism in which we live and move and have our being? Why should we be?

Now, with all these electromagnetic forces at play, both within man and his own tiny cellular aid molecular systems as well as those within the giant magnetic fields like those of the Earth, Jupiter and the Sun itself, and to say nothing of the super-magnetic complexes that hold the very galaxies apart and which are the basis of 'dark matter', we merely maintain that there is some truthful evidence for a rational basis as well as an esoteric explanation of astrology. The author himself worked with the application of magnetic fields to the bio-systems of man and obtained measurable effects on the chemistry of the blood, as his work with the late George de la Warr showed.* Results of the effects of magnetism on living tissue could fill the whole content of this book but we are concerned here with astrology! Magnetism existed countless millions of years before the science of our day, as has done the matter that produces it and, no doubt, the life that enters both; and this whole astrological treatise is concerned with the simplest and even the most complex psychological behaviour of mankind that has subsequently emerged.

*See Biomagnetism by George de la Warr & Douglas Baker.

There was always the danger that the author would line up esoteric astrology with orthodox astrology, which is forever fruitlessly attempting to prove astrology to the scientific world. It will fail in this because such proof is absent so long as the subtleties of the human psyche and its physical and subtler vehicles of consciousness remain not fully discovered or measurable. Let us leave it at that.

Man in Time and Space

Astrology purports to give a charted picture of forces helping to mould man's character, mediating his efforts and activities and assisting or retarding his destiny. It suggests that each moment of time has a quality that affects the spatial entities that live within its effective field. The eminent psychologist Carl Jung formulated this as the basis of his theory of Synchronicity. Man himself is synchronous with some aspect of time and space which presents him with certain opportunities to express that aspect. Jung, who's work contributed greatly to the understanding of the psychological aspect of astrology, said:

"Whatever is born, or done, in this moment of time, has the qualities of this moment of time."

And this is what astrology is all about. Not only are we influenced by the unfolding (and usually sequential) moments of time as our life proceeds but at birth our individual nature is stamped or imprinted by the qualities of time at the moment of our first breath. It is those initial qualities imprinted on us by the force fields of mother, nurse, hospital, planet, etc., which are, in turn, acted upon by constantly changing external energy fields and by those that stem from within, i.e., that are esoteric.

Armed with these considerations and the astronomical ones discussed earlier, let us pursue this logic further in order to plot a map of the person's own position in space-time. Let us suppose that at the moment of birth you are at a spot on a level surface of the Earth. You will be functioning within your own magnetic field and also within the magnetic field of the Earth.
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But to this we must add the magnetic field of the Sun and planetary bodies that we are exposed to. They each have their own particular kind of energy field, represented by astrological symbols or glyphs, and can be easily located and plotted for any moment, as at birth and thereafter - fields like those of: 
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Beyond our solar system lie the fields (of light, heat and magnetism, etc.) emitted by the stars, galaxies, etc. Of these, a band of twelve constellations of stars are included as the most powerful and enduring fields in astrology. From them are derived the twelve signs of the zodiac, each with its unique qualities so pertinent to man and his own force fields.



The Houses


Now, so far, we have presented a plan of the outer universe of earthly man in terms of a zodiacal circle of constellations/signs moving clockwise to him and an encirclement of planets moving anticlockwise. But there remains the little universe which is man himself. It is designated as a system of twelve houses which, fortunately, remain fixed within the two other circles of the zodiac and planets, which we have already described and illustrated graphically on previous pages. Let us use analogy and illustration to describe this microcosm, which is man, and its system of houses.

A drop of pure water may record on its surface the whole universe. Everything around it, people, buildings, fields, skies, seas, passing automobiles are reflected on to the almost hemispherical shape of the water droplet. Similarly, or by analogy, the human brain acts as a receptor of the millions of images and impressions projected onto its surface from the external world, thereby creating the internal counterpart of every objective phenomenon. Each of these 'externa' has a site in the cortex or grey matter of the brain which itself, as our organ of consciousness, is shaped not unlike that of the water drop. And these circumambient externa must also be reckoned as part of the previously mentioned multitudenal forces encircling us.

In esoteric astrology we are meant to take into account our human circumstances as well as our eschatology, the activity of our higher Self, previous lives, out-of-body experience, dreams, meditation, spiritual development, Soul's purpose and karma. To facilitate the registering and expressing of all these possible components in our character and behaviour we take this great globe, or "surround9 and see it as a flat disc divided into twelve segments which we described earlier as the 'houses' of the horoscope. Every experience outgoing or incoming fits into these twelve segments, with the point of consciousness placed at its centre. The houses are the most tangible and form-oriented features of the horoscope, and the thousand upon thousand of externa that impact our consciousness are divided up between them, as described in a later section.
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(a) Line of Horizon

This line divides the Birth Chart in two: planets appear either above the horizon (upper half of the Chart) or below it. The Sun's position in this chart denotes a birth-time after midnight.

(b) Ascendant or Rising Sign


The sign rising on the eastern horizon at the moment of birth: here shown as 25 degrees Leo; then the other signs follow in order around the Chart moving clockwise.

(c) Cusp of First House


The inner circle of the Chart is divided into 12 Houses; the cusp of the First House marks its starting point and coincides with the Ascendant; in this chart the First House occupies the 24 degree area below the eastern horizon comprising the last 5 degrees of Leo plus 19 degrees of Virgo (on the cusp of the Second House). The Second House occupies the next 29 degree area comprised of the last 11 degrees of Virgo plus 18 degrees of Libra, and so on.


(d) House Divisions


The 12 Houses relate to specific areas of the subject's life, e.g. possessions, career, family, etc.; although other forms exist, the Placidus House System is used here.


(e) IC (Imum Coeli) or Nadir


This is the opposite point on the Chart to the MC or Midheaven, i.e. the point in the sky more or less beneath the subject's feet at the moment of his birth. In the Placidus House System the Nadir coincides with the cusp of the Fourth House.


(f) Glyphs of Planets


The glyphs of the planets (Saturn is the example marked here) are placed round the Chart and their positions in degrees of the sign of the zodiac at the moment of birth are noted.


(g) Descendant


The opposite end of the Horizon line to the Ascendant; i.e. the degree of the zodiac setting beneath the western horizon, here shown as 25 degrees of Aquarius.


(h) Glyphs of Signs


The sign glyphs, like that of Pisces indicated here are inserted round the Chart once the Ascendant is calculated. The glyphs are an extremely ancient form of shorthand. An intercepted sign occurs in a house larger than 30 degrees where the sign occupies neither cusp but is sandwiched between them.


(i) Cusp of Sign


The cusp of a sign marks the starting point of a new sign; a planet appearing precisely on the cusp here would be placed on 0 degrees Aries (not 30 degrees Pisces).


(j) MC or Medium Coeli


The MC (Midheaven) is the point at the moment of birth when the ecliptic crosses the subject's meridian; in general terms the MC is the overhead point in the sky. In the Placidus House System the MC coincides with the cusp of the Tenth House.
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