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A dreamer by day and a novelist by night, Happy is pleasantly pleased when she sees an ad in the news.

WANTED: ONE BRIDE. MUST BE WILLING TO TRAVEL.

Happy is definitely, totally, completely willing to travel, but the man who shows up to interview her isn't exactly what she was expecting. He's not like anyone she's ever seen before. His skin is dark purple, and he's from a planet she's never even heard of.

What has she gotten herself into?
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Happy

I stared at the ad in front of me, blinking. Was I reading it wrong? I wasn’t. I knew that I wasn’t, only...it was just a little bit too crazy to be true. I’d seen a lot of weird, messed up things during my life, but this one seemed to really take the cake.

“Wanted,” I read aloud. “One bride. Must be willing to travel.”

“Is this a joke?” My colleague, Tulip, leaned over my shoulder and looked at the words in front of me. They seemed to all swirl together in my brain as I tried to figure out exactly what this advertisement meant. Who would want a bride? And where did they need to travel to?

Wasn’t finding a bride the kind of thing you were supposed to take your time doing?

I knew that it was probably a bit of an outdated idea, but I’d always sort of considered the idea of finding a bride as something that came naturally when you were in love. You didn’t go hunting for a bride. You proposed to the person you were dating and crazy about.

Right?

“I don’t think so,” I said. No, this wasn’t a joke. It couldn’t be. I shook my head, trying to clear it. I reached for the holographic news reading device in front of me and swiped my finger across the screen. The screen flashed, displaying the name of the news site I’d gotten the article on. This definitely wasn’t spam. “It’s legit,” I shrugged. “Although, I’m not sure why someone would run an ad for a bride.”

To me, it seemed a little tasteless. Why would someone who wanted a bride go to this kind of trouble? Wouldn’t it be better to start looking for someone you connected with? Not that I had anyone I connected with. Not that I had anyone I was crazy about or interested in. 

“It’s not very romantic,” I told Tulip. I tried to keep the disappointment out of my voice. 

“Who cares?” Tulip sighed dreamily. “Romance is overrated.”

“Easy for you,” I muttered. “You’ve been married to Oak for the last billion years.”

“Hey,” she glared at me. “It’s only been twenty years, thank-you-very-much. They’ve been good years, too.” Tulip grinned. She and Oak were high school sweethearts. She never let me forget it. The two of them met when she came to Arbre on a school field trip, and she just never left. It really was something of a romantic story, although I wasn’t so sure how I felt about the idea of falling in love with someone from another planet.

It was all a bit...cliché. Wasn’t it?

Then again, I was a human who had been born on Mars before moving to Arbre as a kid with my parents, so anyone I chose to marry would be from another planet than I was. Technically, I was an Earthling even though I’d never actually been to Earth. I didn’t much like being called that, though.

“Human” was what I preferred.

I’d take “Earth girl,” as well.

Never “Earthling,” though.

“I know the two of you are very happy,” I said. I tapped the device in front of me. “I’m just not so sure if this is something that would work for me.”

“Why not?” Tulip shrugged. “You have someone else you’re waiting for?”

“As a matter of fact, I do,” I said, sliding my hand over the screen so the message disappeared. I turned back around and marched to the other side of the breakroom where my coffee was getting cold. 

Yes, I was an Earth girl through-and-through, and I didn’t feel alive at all until I’d had two cups of coffee. Luckily, the brew on Arbre was absolutely incredible, and it was something I could never even think about complaining about.

“You do not,” she laughed. “I appreciate the confidence, though.”

“I might have someone.”

I didn’t.

I hadn’t had anyone in a very, very long time.

It wasn’t that I was unlikable or uninterested in a relationship. I very well might have been. It was more like I wasn’t sure what I wanted. I spent my days filing paperwork in a treehouse on Arbre that was so big it was more like a castle than a treehouse. It had seven floors that sprawled from ten feet into the air and up. I still wasn’t really sure what the point of all the treehouses were, but I wasn’t one to argue.
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