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Chapter 1: the beginning
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In a world where the Roman Empire collapsed into multiple states, chaos erupted as bandits began roaming around the Eastern Roman Empire. They kept terrorising villages and fighting with the imperial army, which came to repel their attacks.

One of these villages that suffered from the ongoing chaos is the village of Dyrrhachium in the Eastern Roman Empire, where a poor farmer's family lived. The Vacerra family always lived as farmers, selling whatever crops they could harvest to afford a living, while trying to survive from the injustice of state officials and bandit raids.

Gaius Vacerrand his wife, Lucia Vacerra, already had two sons to care for; they never attended school due to having no connection to any noble clan and due to their poor living conditions, but they had nothing to worry about since their village provided safety.

One day. The village lord, who was beloved by the villagers, suddenly passed away and was replaced by a new lord who immediately announced new irrigation projects, claiming that he desired a better life for the farmers.

On September 30 of the year 400, a new child was born in the Vacerra family. The family was happy and celebrated his birth, and as per tradition, they went to the local oracle in the village.

After offering gifts, the Vacerras brought their son to the oracle and saw what fate was awaiting him.

"This child shall be important in the future and shall bring massive changes into this world".

The house:

The parents then brought the baby back to their house and told their older sons, Titus and Decimus Vacerra, to take care of the baby 

while they were gone from the house to sell their crops, and showed them the baby's food.

Once their parents left, the two brothers created an evil plot to deal with the annoyance that is their baby brother.

"Ever since trash was born, our parents keep ignoring us, so it is time to finish him off or starve him." Said Titus after stealing the baby's food and eating it for himself while giving him scrapes.

Once Gaius arrived, he found the baby sick as he kept starving and was extremely malnourished, even when the brothers were there. He hurried to him and quickly healed him and fed him. Five minutes later, the baby recovered and slept.

He turned to the brothers and asked them what had happened. They said that they were hunting for food in the nearby forests and did not do anything.

The Baby started crying again, and neither of the brothers was able to calm him down until the two brothers gave him food and whispered in his ears: "Hey, trash, if you don't shut your mouth, we will shut it for you!" The baby was utterly horrified but didn't cry.

Vacerra house, Year 410:

Alex, now ten years old, started displaying unique intelligence.

Gaius decided to train him by practicing swordsmanship.

"Son, I need you to prepare for a harsh future. The nobility gives zero fucks about the poor until they have enough power to topple their rule. That is why I will only teach you the basics until next year, and as for leadership and survival skills, you need to learn that yourself."

Alex understood the meaning of what he said, and for several days, they kept training, and each day, the training only intensified as he kept failing to land a hit on his father with his wooden sword.

Finally, after four months of training, Axel sent his son to go to the forest of darkness, giving him his real sword and a knife and telling him to stay in the forest for three months while sending the brothers to an adventure guild in the capital.

"Alex, after learning the basics of using the sword, you must now learn what combat looks like. I will only give you a bag of your clothes and tents. Go, I mean now!"

Seeking to make his dad proud, Alex gladly accepted the quest and went on a journey to the forest of darkness.

The Forest of Darkness:

Once Alex reached the forest, he set up his tent at the entrance and started sleeping, thinking that no beast would attack him, but he was wrong, as he heard the sound of a beast walking near him.

He picked up his weapon and prepared for a fight. Five minutes later, the beast entered the tent and spoke: "Oi kid, I can kill you in less than five minutes, but I am here for something else."

Alex dropped his weapon and started listening to what the beast was saying about training him.

"Ok, that's so sudden, but nothing is free, so may I ask what you will have in return?" 

"Well, we need an ally in the human world, especially the child of prophecy who will be an important guy."

After their conversation, both Alex and Filipe, the dragonkin, started training, but unlike the training, this type of training is real combat as both fighters started fighting fierce battles for days and nights.

This routine continued and Alex kept getting beaten but he kept learning combat techniques while picking food and eating together, after two months of training after two months of training the young fighter learned combat.

The final Month:

After completing the combat training, both the kid and the dragonkin decided to start learning magic.

"Let me try to see what type of magic you have." The moment Filipe touched his belly, he was knocked out, and dark energy appeared; moreover, a note appeared: "This kid's magic is sealed; it will be released if a certain condition is fulfilled, that is, his death and his parents feeling his loss." After reading it to the kid, Alex was horrified and also scared, but decided to accept his fate and told the beast before he died, he said:" Tell my parents that you are innocent and some beast ambushed me and stabbed me in the stomach, tell my father that I will be back to life and that the prophecy will happen."

Filipe immediately killed his student and went to the village.

Dyrrhachium village:

Filipe brought the corpse of Alex to the village. He asked where his parents' house was, and he was told the direction.

He politely knocked on the door, and Gaius opened it immediately, thinking his son was back, but when he saw his corpse, he was shocked and cried so loud that his wife heard him and went to check what was going on, and found out that her son had died.

"WHY DID YOU SEND OUR YOUNGEST SON TO HIS DEATH? LOOK AT HIM, WE HAVE TO BURY HIM IN OUR LITTLE GARDEN TO AVOID FURTHER ATTENTION." Cried, Lucia, so hard while taking the corpse from the dragonkin, telling him to leave.

A few minutes later, the family started digging a grave outside their house, and after finishing it, they dropped the corpse and buried it while praying to the Gods that his soul would be in heaven.

Once they buried him, everybody in the village gave the family food and whatever they could to relieve their feeling of loss.

Unknown to everyone, Alex is about to receive his magic from the divine realm of Olympus.
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Chapter 2
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Death is never the end

but a new beginning

––––––––
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The Underworld:

Alex's soul went straight to the river Styx, thinking he would go to the heavens. However, the reaper told him that he would be delivered straight to the god of the underworld, Hades, to unlock his divine magic, and showed him a different line.

Alex was surprised because the line heading toward the divine magic headquarters was very long. He asked the kid in front of him about what was going on, and he told him that every one of these guys is waiting to unlock a fitting divine magic.

"Ok, I guess we will have to wait for a long time, and by the way, what is your name, and how did you die?" 

"Ok, my name is Kahn Adrian, the heir to the imperial throne of the Gallic Empire, my family knows about divine magic, and I was sick and dying anyway, so I hope I will return and help my family in their struggle against the nobility of the nation, and I hope we can be friends."

Alex offered to help the young heir once they were resurrected and said, "I envision where there is order, where everyone is living a happy life and no more chaos", after 3 days in the Divine realm, which equals a year in the human world. Alex and his friend reached the divine HQ, where they will be tested.

Hades' Room:

Alex entered the God of the Underworld's room. He was anxious and wanted to quickly know what kind of divine magic.

Sensing his desire to quickly finish the test, Hades told the kid that he would only test what his desires and future personality would be once he grew up. A minute later, Hades put him in a hypnotized state and started the test.

The mana and aura networks started to be free from their seal, revealing an evil dark energy that tried to suck the god's energy, but he stopped and started asking:" Kid, your unconscious will answer the questions for you now, what are your greatest desires?".

An evil smile appeared from the unconscious kid:" My my, I never thought I would be awakened, I am this kid's unconscious hate against his father's neglect and desire for more power. Since he was a kid, I lay dormant until he grew. Oh, and one last piece of information, I'm more than one simple emotion."

Hades immediately chose to give him his divine magic, and once the kid woke up, he was informed of his abilities and that he had to go to the training station to undergo ten days of training.

He understood what he meant and carried on to train on his magic, alongside his best Kahn, the Imperial Heir.

Divine Training Yard:

Once they reached the training station, Alex and his friend went to different locations.

Minutes later, he arrived at the designated training facility and greeted his instructor.

"Hello, kid, my name is Zagrios, your instructor and Hades' Son now. I will start your training". He started by explaining the floating and flying ability and then told his student to do it.

Alex tried to float, but he lost control over his mana and fell. He then tried several times until he finally succeeded and even started flying, and then he was told to go down to learn the next technique.

The instructor explained that to learn this technique, he would need to be resurrected and that he needs to ask for his father's permission; moreover, he told his student that he needs to go with him to see the God of the Underworld.

Hades' Mansion:

After two days, Zagrios and his student entered the mansion and went straight to the throne room.

"Greetings, my father. For this kid's training, he must be brought back to life," said the underworld prince

"Permission granted, also don't forget to teach him how to gain power and become a king. Just convince him that means justify the ends." 

Zagrios bowed and both left the palace and went to the resurrection room.

Both the teacher and the student jumped into the portal, officially leaving the underworld.

Dyrrhachium village, year 412

Alex pulled himself out of the grave and met the prince of the underworld. Together, they journeyed to the Loria Graves.

Alex received intensive training from the prince on how to create an army of undead soldiers. It took several days, but Alex persisted and eventually succeeded in mastering the skill after he failed too many times.

He summoned thousands of undead soldiers to show his teacher the results, and the prince was so happy.

"My dear student, this is just the beginning. The next step may involve reuniting with your family." The prince paused: "Oh, spoiler alert, both your brothers died, your mother was raped, and your father is severely injured". 

Alex was so angry that he almost sent his undead army to kill everyone, but his teacher stopped him, telling him to get stronger before thinking about revenge. The next skill that the prince decided to teach his student is called inferno. He did a demonstration and burned evidence of grave robbery.

"You must channel all your dark energy, 'cause it will help you learn this power very well," he then demanded that he follow what he did, and Alex succeeded after several botched attempts that almost killed him.

Early in the morning, they decided to leave before anyone caught them messing with the Grave.

Two villagers came after noticing noises and were shocked to find only empty tombs, and went to report it to the village Chief.

The Vacerras' house:

Gaius was resting, sad that he had lost all his children and angry at his inability to protect them. He was unable to protect the honor of his wife, who was assaulted by four noble clan leaders, injuring her and her husband, who tried to defend her.

The heir of the Carina Elves clan, Andrai Carina, tried to assault the Rodgers family after he teleported right behind Lucia. She tried to take her own life to prevent him from further humiliating her. Unfortunately for the elf, both Alex and Zagrios came right in time and killed the elven kid.

The mother was utterly shocked to see her youngest son return. She quickly told her husband, and he quickly came to see his son.

"Oh my son, I missed you, and I am so sorry for what I did to you." Cried while hugging his son.

Suddenly, Zagrios decided to interfere, carrying a decree:" The gods of Olympus decide this:

-Alex will become the Emperor of the Eastern part of the collapsed Roman Empire.

-Zagrios shall be his permanent guide and teacher and must educate his students well.

-Do not think that you won't get your revenge, as you have the wealthiest provinces of the former empire under your control, and you can help your ally".

When Alex heard this decree, he didn't know if he was happy or sad, as he is a kid who doesn't understand politics, but the prince decided to explain to him by showing him a map he had.

"This is the map of the post-Roman states. We are now in the Eastern Roman Empire, which controls the Balkans, Anatolia, the Levant, and Egypt. The nation bordering us is the second Roman Republic that controls Italy, Illyria, and the African province after it conquered it. Before you ask how everyone gained magic, it is a secret, but the collapse triggered magical energy and gave everyone the ability to manipulate mana".

Alex understood everything and decided to move with his parents to Byzantium city, the capital of the Eastern Roman Empire.

Byzantium, the capital of Eastern Rome:

All the people who served Emperor Demetrius Andronicus were at the palace with him on his bed, including the priest of Delphi, who prayed to the Gods to find a successor, as the dying Emperor didn't have a son but had two daughters. Both Alex and Zagrios, alongside the Vacerra family, appeared in front of the imperial palace, but before entering, he turned to his teacher: "Now explain to a twelve-year-old kid, why am I so important? What is this prophecy that Filipe the dragon guy talked about before my death?"The underworld prince laughed at his student's question and ignored it. The kid understood what he meant, and together they told the guards to open the imperial palace.

Inside the palace, December 412:

The prince of the Underworld and his protege entered the palace. They greeted the bureaucrats, and then Alex was told to talk to Markus Leontius, the priest of Delphi, while he went straight to the dying ruler. 

"Hello, I assume you're the kid our oracle mentioned. Very well, we shall immediately crown you as emperor of the east. He then went to the dying Emperor and told him that he had found the chosen successor.

Demetrius woke up from his bed and teleported to the throne room. Everyone bowed to him except the possible successor.

"Hello, kid with the white hair, may I ask what your name is ?"

Alex turned his attention to the Emperor: "My name is Alex Vacerra, and here are my parents, Gaius, who believed in my potential even when I was still a kid, and my mother, who took care of me. Well, my plans are ruling this nation well and reunification of the entire Roman Empire, and also I have a secret plan that you don't need to worry about."

After hearing the answer, Demetrius abdicated the throne and passed the crown to Alex, making him the new emperor of the Eastern Roman Empire.

Divine world: 

Kahn heard the news of his friend becoming the emperor. He was sad because he thought he had lost an ally, but Zeus assured him that the struggle against the corrupt nobles of the Gallic empire would start and that he would receive help.

“Your friend Alex plans to avenge his family's honor and the loss of his two brothers. If he discovers that the nobles are supported by the Roman Republic, it could be disastrous for the restored republican state."

Kahn agreed and hoped that Alex wouldn't forget his promise.

Zeus decided to allow Kahn to be resurrected, but before he left the divine world, the king of the gods ordered his student to inform his friend that the Republicans are the ones who were responsible for empowering the nobles.

After completing his training, Kahn was resurrected by his master. 
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Start of the 

world war

––––––––
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Byzantium, the imperial palace of Eastern Rome, winter of the year 414:

Since taking over the Byzantine Empire, Alex has been educating himself regarding imperial laws with help from Hades' son while also enjoying the benefits of living the life of an emperor.

One of his first orders was to build defensive forts alongside the Roman-Sassanid border provinces; he sent ten thousand undead troops to cover the fort. The next day, the Emperor heard that his friend had returned to life, and that made him so happy because he could start the plan to get his revenge on the nobles.

One of the ministers told his monarch that Valeria Andronicus, the youngest daughter of the former emperor, is skilled at managing espionage and inciting revolts, and a smile appeared on Alex's face: "Thank you so much, now will you please summon her?" Samantha quickly came to the throne room, greeted the new emperor, and went to her room with him.

Inside the palace:

She was impressed with his beauty and liked the white hair and almost decided to sleep with him, but Alex stopped her: "We don't have time for sex. Can you tell me what your idea is?"

She chuckled, stopped joking, and said, "Are you sure you want to trigger a big European war? I have a good intelligence network, and if I am wrong, the Roman Republic and Moria Empire are backing the nobles; this will start a nasty conflict, and thousands of lives will be lost."

The emperor wasn't impressed at all, but didn't complain to keep hearing her plan.

Noticing that the emperor didn't hesitate, Samantha continued: "I can start assassination of the Segarius clan leader Alexius Segarius, that will certainly trigger a civil war in the Gallic Empire which would make the republican state intervene in favor of the Segarius Clan and that would drag Moria into the fight as they have interest in Gallia, now remind me why you want to do this?"

Alex was silent, but then he told her the reason. She was shocked because a similar thing happened to her friend, and she agreed to help him.

"The moment the civil war starts, mobilize our army and attack the roman republicans; I shall help you get your revenge, and we shall win even if millions die, but you have to declare war on the republicans of Rome."

The throne room:

After three days, the emperor assembled all of his ministers, including Zagrios.

"Everyone, I have an announcement to make, and that announcement is that I decided to conquer Republican Rome, as for Gaul, we are going to trigger a civil war there".

Everyone was shocked, even the prince. He even told his students to come to a private space to discuss this decision.

"Alex, you're just a 12-year-old kid. Why are you behaving like a damn adult itching for murder?"

"I can't believe you don't know why I am still angry. Well, the pain I felt when I saw my father injured and helpless while my mother was violently assaulted is still in me; I don't care if thousands die! I will inflict pain on those who were involved."

Samantha interrupted the conversation to report that her agents were ready. The underworld prince asked who she was and how she possessed such a massive spy network.

"Hahaha, you think this plan of yours started now? My father wanted to take revenge after the Republicans and the Segarius clan murdered his brother, or my uncle, and tried to murder me the moment I turned twenty-five years old. He spent a lot of money and established contacts with factions that opposed the corruption of the Segarius clan and the Camilius clan."

Alex signaled to both Hades' son and Samantha to leave and start doing their job while telling the head of the intelligence to pay a visit to the Anders imperial family, telling her everything about the heir to the Gallic throne.

Spy Guild, Byzantium:

The daughter of Demetrius came to her guild. She kept telling everyone to establish contact with their branch in Aurora Parisium.

She prepared herself for a visit to the Gallic imperial palace to look for Kahn and inform him of the plan. She took the map and the teleportation scroll to the imperial palace with her.

Aurora Parisium, the Imperial Palace

In the morning, Kahn woke up and decided to see his father. What he saw was shocking as he found his beloved family dead in their bed.

He quickly assembled his state officials, and when they came, Kahn felt uncomfortable as the Segarius clan governors and vampire clan Vanderreich from Germania minor started to demand that he become the new emperor and give them a new and more powerful government position.

"Everyone, let me grieve in peace. I will think about your requests later".

He went to his private room and found a beautiful woman in his room.

"Before you call for your guards, I am an envoy from the Eastern Empire, and I 'm here to tell you that he will help, but a civil war must start."

Kahn wanted to oppose her idea, but he realized she was right and that the Van Derreich clan and Segarius clan had become very powerful at the expense of the state and the common people. She told him what to do and everything the emperor planned.

"Wow, Alex must be really smart."

"He is just a young kid reaching his teen years, but filled with the vengeance and ambitions of an average young emperor. I'm doing this for another reason, and that includes every state official in the east, and I will send one of my agents to observe you."

After the Eastern messenger left, Kahn immediately told the chefs to prepare for a large banquet. 

Imperial Palace of Gaul, December 30, 412:

Every nobleman and woman came to the Coronation ceremony, even the two clans. Everyone was enjoying the ceremony and hoped for success for the new emperor and prosperity for the nation and its people.

Kahn quickly came to the Kitchen room and ordered the chefs to poison the food for the leaders of both clans. They obeyed him because they were only loyal to the emperor, and Kahn told his allies not to come to the ceremony.

Kahn quickly returned to the Throne room and ordered to prepare food for the guests while he wore the crown the priest gave him.

The palace servants distributed food and drinks to the guests, and after a while, the new emperor ordered the musicians but signaled them to play a different kind of music.

The entire party's guests began to choke, and one of them even began to bleed from the eyes and nose. The leaders of the Segarius clan and Van Derreich clan looked at the emperor with disdain and anger: "You! YOU WILL PAY FOR THIS." Both leaders told their servants to go quickly to their provinces and inform their clans of what had happened before they died.

Byzantium, Imperial Palace, January 1st:

While the signs of a civil war began to appear in Gaul, the Eastern Roman Empire began preparations for war against the Republican regime.

While Alex was discussing some state matters with the ministers and receiving reports of forts alongside the Persian borders, Samantha ran as quickly as possible and was very exhausted.

"Alex, that idiot friend of yours overdid it and not only killed the leaders of the notorious clans! He killed half of the Gallic bureaucrats from other clans, and it seems he intends to purge the state of the noble clans entirely and replace them with his loyalists."

This news was like music to the emperor's ears, and he ordered the head of imperial intelligence to continue her report.

"One of my agents reported to me that the civil war started, and the loyalist provinces are: Northern Gallia and Britannia under Imperial control.

Rebel provinces are: Germania Minor under Vampire control, Gallia Acquitania, or the entirety of southern Gaul under the Segarius control, and Hispania under Elven control. Moreover, the nations that offered to side with the rebels are: the Roman Republic and the Scarlet Empire, while the Elves are neutral after negotiating with the imperial government an independence deal."

The Eastern Roman Emperor was happy, he immediately called the generals and the Mage units commander Alexandros Avita to discuss war tactics and agreed to immediately start the war against the Roman Republic and conquer Rome.

Eastern Imperial Palace, 2nd of February:

War preparations were slower than expected; it took an entire month to mobilize forty thousand troops, but finally, Zagrios received a report that the army was ready and went to the emperor.

Alex's room:

The emperor decided to meditate in his room and then fell asleep, entering his consciousness.

He saw a strange man with white hair and red eyes, and didn't panic, and even approached him.

"Who are you?" asked Alex with caution 

"I'm you, a stronger version of you that is taking over, but I need your agreement because you need me to unlock your full power, oh, and your appearance is beginning to change".

The teenage emperor immediately accepted, and his consciousness and the other entity merged and became one. After three hours, Alex woke up and went straight to Zagrios.

"I'd like to learn new skills, and I desire to be strong."

The prince of the underworld accepted, and he opened his book to look for a fitting skill until he found a powerful spell and showed the page to Alex.

"That is an interesting spell; the gates of hell seem very powerful."

"This spell is too powerful and dangerous. Let me explain how it works: once the spell is cast, hundreds of gates will appear, and then you will have a choice between summoning hordes of demons or summoning hell guards to deliver judgment above your enemies. May I ask what you will do with it?"

"I plan to personally pay a visit to the Roman senate and consul to kill them all and perhaps deliver a devastating strike to Scarlet imperial forces."

Zagrios liked the idea and told his student to move to Illyria because he wanted him to test the new spell on the city of Zapadia and Genesis town.

Empire of Byzantium:

Before leaving for Zapadia, Alex received a report that a hundred thousand troops were prepared alongside fifty thousand hired Orc mercenaries from the Empire of Khorran and twenty thousand dragons under their king Filipe.

The moment the emperor heard the name, he immediately ordered to meet with him and express his gratitude because if he hadn't met him, he would have stayed a simple commoner.

Filipe entered the palace after a long march from Gaul to the Byzantine Empire.

"Hello, dear Alex, the war in Gallia is so tense! Kahn resorted to mass destruction of rebel lands and using dragons to complete his goal. When I wanted to tell him that his strategy would severely damage the lands, he refused to listen, and that caused a split between me and my brother, so I chose to serve under you," Samantha reported with excitement.

"Alright, thanks for the news, so as you see, I'm tempted to do a similar thing because the Republicans are backing the Segarius rebellion, and I believe because of the Roman Republic, Kahn was forced to make this decision, and I like it." Alex thanked Samantha for the report.

One of the ministers told Alex that the war could get bigger because Khorran's emperor, Filipe, according to Samantha, just declared war on the Scarlet Empire and sided with us. This news shocked the emperor, but there is more.

"Seeing as Khorran decided to declare war against the Roman Republic and Scarlet and announced an alliance with us after our diplomat John Doukas secured an alliance with them, the Elvan empire of Loria decided to declare war on Khorran and side with the Republicans and the Vampires, so I'd suggest acting now."

Alex decreed that he would declare war on the Roman Republicans and the Vampires. He quickly contacted the Empire of Parthia and offered an alliance with them, promising to abandon all claims on their lands and accept the current borders.

Three months later, the Parthian messenger arrived, telling the Eastern Roman Emperor that he accepted and joined the alliance against the Elves, Romans, and Vampire empires.

All the imperial officials were shocked at how things had gone out of control, and even Samantha didn't expect things to go out of control.

"I guess because of a child's ambitions and his obsession with revenge, he dragged the world toward a bloody war." 

All the armies were ready, and Parthia arrived with a hundred thousand troops and was ready to fight together with the Eastern Roman armies.

Eastern Imperial Palace, 2nd of February:

War preparations were slower than expected; it took an entire month to mobilize forty thousand troops, but finally, Zagrios received a report that the army was ready and went to the emperor.

Alex's room:

The emperor decided to meditate in his room and then fell asleep, entering his consciousness.

He saw a strange man with white hair and red eyes, and didn't panic, and even approached him.

"Who are you?" asked Alex with caution 

"I'm you, a stronger version of you that is taking over, but I need your agreement because you need me to unlock your full power, oh, and your appearance is beginning to change".

The teenage emperor immediately accepted, and his consciousness and the other entity merged and became one. After three hours, Alex woke up and went straight to Zagrios.

"I'd like to learn new skills, and I desire to be strong."

The prince of the underworld accepted, and he opened his book to look for a fitting skill until he found a powerful spell and showed the page to Alex.

"That is an interesting spell; the gates of hell seem very powerful."

"This spell is too powerful and dangerous. Let me explain how it works: once the spell is cast, hundreds of gates will appear, and then you will have a choice between summoning hordes of demons or summoning hell guards to deliver judgment above your enemies. May I ask what you will do with it?"

"I plan to personally pay a visit to the Roman senate and consul to kill them all and perhaps deliver a devastating strike to Scarlet imperial forces."

Zagrios liked the idea and told his student to move to Illyria because he wanted him to test the new spell on the city of Zapadia and Genesis town.

Empire of Byzantium:

Before leaving for Zapadia, Alex received a report that a hundred thousand troops were prepared alongside fifty thousand hired Orc mercenaries from the Empire of Khorran and twenty thousand dragons under their king Filipe.

The moment the emperor heard the name, he immediately ordered to meet with him and express his gratitude because if he hadn't met him, he would have stayed a simple commoner.

Filipe entered the palace after a long march from Gaul to the Byzantine Empire.

"Hello, dear Alex, the war in Gallia is so tense! Kahn resorted to mass destruction of rebel lands and using dragons to complete his goal. When I wanted to tell him that his strategy would severely damage the lands, he refused to listen, and that caused a split between me and my brother, so I chose to serve under you."

"Alright, thanks for the news, so as you see, I'm tempted to do a similar thing because the Republicans are backing the Segarius rebellion, and I believe because of the Roman Republic, Kahn was forced to make this decision, and I like it."

One of the ministers told Alex that the war could get bigger because Khorran's emperor, Maraz, according to Samantha, just declared war on the Scarlet Empire and sided with us. This news shocked the emperor, but there is more.

"Seeing as Khorran decided to declare war against the Roman Republic and Scarlet and announced an alliance with us after our diplomat John Doukas secured an alliance with them, the Elvan empire of Loria decided to declare war on Khorran and side with the Republicans and the Vampires, so I'd suggest acting now."

Alex decreed that he declare war on the Roman Republicans and the Vampires. He quickly contacted the Empire of Parthia and offered an alliance with them, promising to abandon all claims on their lands and accept the current borders.

Three months later, the Parthian messenger arrived, telling the Eastern Roman Emperor that he accepted and joined the alliance against the Elves, Romans, and Vampire empires.

All the imperial officials were shocked at how things had gone out of control, and even Samantha didn't expect things to go out of control.

"I guess because of a child's ambitions and his obsession with revenge, he dragged the world toward a bloody war." 

All the armies were ready, and Parthia arrived with a hundred thousand troops and was ready to fight together with the Eastern Roman armies.

2nd of April, the Romano-Byzantine frontier city of Zapadia:

Alex and Zagrios took fifty thousand troops composed of human soldiers and Dragon warriors and left toward Zapadia while the other armies went for Roman Africa.

Zagrios told the army to stay as far as possible and watch because he would be teaching his students the Gates of Hell spell, and the army obeyed.

The underworld prince gave his student the divine book and told him to follow these steps. Alex obeyed and started casting the spell by drawing a gate with his finger.

The first attempt was an utter failure, and other attempts were due to their difficulty and how they required a massive amount of Mana. He almost gave up, but decided to keep trying until he finally succeeded in gathering the necessary amount of energy, and now he needs to command the spell.

"To hell gates, appear before me and summon your demon hordes and deliver judgment upon the city in front of us."

Demons appeared as commanded, the Republican troops were utterly horrified and were annihilated before they could fire a holy spell or fight.

The fires of Zapadia triggered the conflict as the rebels within Gaul and their allies immediately started their attack against the Byzantines and their allies as revenge.
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The great war

Rome, Senatorial Palace:

Following the destruction of Zapadia, the Senate decided to start an emergency session and summoned the current Consul Camillus Severus to discuss the recent move made by the Eastern Roman Empire.

"Hello, gentleman. We all know what happened in our frontier city, and it is such a tragedy that the Emperor of the East decided to destroy and wipe out everything, leaving only disabled people and ruins. I believe this war will be far bigger due to how many nations are in it."

Then the consul decided to hold a vote on declaring a state emergency and ending elections until the war was over. Unfortunately, an unwelcome guest decided to pay a visit; it was Alex with his demon armies who infiltrated the city and launched an attack on the Senatorial palace.

The demon soldiers slaughtered everyone, including the consul and the entire senate, and then left.

News of this sudden attack started to spread quickly in the static frontlines between the Byzantines and the Republicans.

Illyrian Frontline:

After the destruction of Zapadia, the Byzantine first army under the command of Zagrios and Alex decided to strike the Genesis towns. The generals decided to carpet bomb the city with massive fire spells.

The One Hundred Mage division started its bombardment, and as Alex expected, there was a shield blocking these attacks.

"Launch a powerful fire spell, and the shield will be broken, and you can deal with the rest." Commanded General Gnaeus Belisarius.

The general's command was a success as the shield finally broke, twenty thousand troops jumped to attack in coordination with the mage division, and a massive urban warfare started.

Mages kept exchanging spells, and fighting was for every inch and every house. The infantry knights were also good at hunting enemy troops, and vice versa.

The battle continued for longer than expected, and that made Belisarius nervous because the emperor hadn't come back yet.

"Hello, generals, I am back now. Tell me what the fuck is going on and why we aren't advancing beyond frontier regions."

The general was nervous because after the emperor left, the Italian front armies decided to split and target different sections of the front, and both were stuck in a costly stalemate, but he decided to tell him.

"Our army commanders report that there is a stalemate everywhere. The Republicans are bringing a lot of troops. They used trap magic, and that made General Andronicus decide to stop and consolidate his gains." Then he showed a map of the frontlines with Andronicus' troops advancing toward the city of Skaradius after conquering the entirety of the Zeta region.

The emperor informed everyone of what he did very soon and told them to keep fighting the lack of leadership impacting their war effort. Five minutes later, he decided to bring the dragons and strike Genesis from the air to make them surrender.

After massive destruction, the city surrendered, and the Byzantine army entered it.

The emperor ordered one massive offensive and informed Andronicus to advance nonstop until Illyria was conquered. This order proved devastating as the generals had to resort to using massive bombardment and powerful dragon attacks alongside orders to massacre anyone who opposed them.

Illyrian cities kept burning with thousands from both sides killed or injured until the conquest ended on January 3rd, 415. After the Khorran armies had conquered the central HQ of the Republican forces in Belgravia.

January 3rd, 415:

The lack of leadership finally began impacting the Republican state with each governor agreeing to form their state finally splitting the Republican lands into several states with Roman Africa choosing to quickly surrender to Eastern Rome and have the Orcs leave their lands while the Italian lands split into three states; the Alpine kingdom controlling the northern regions of Italy and the islands of Corsica and Sardinia, the Second Roman kingdom controlling central Italy and the Neapolitan Republic controlling the south of Italy.

Illyrian Frontlines:

Alex decided to stay in Illyria to consolidate his conquest. He thought that ending the Republic was now easy since they were divided, so he ordered a naval invasion to capture the island of Sicily while he returned to Byzantium.

Naval Invasion of Sicily:

After the invasion of Africa commanded by Valeria, the former emperor's daughter, she immediately ordered the largest Naval invasion, while Alex was busy conquering the Illyrian province. After receiving the letter, she told Admiral Alexander Severus to take command of the invasion. Fifty ships and fifty thousand men left for Sicily, and the Sicilian Navy decided to encounter their enemy in the Sicilian Strait to prevent the Byzantines from conquering Sicily.

The Byzantine Navy began firing its fire elements while advancing in a straight line toward the Sicilian ships. All the attacks had no effect. The Sicilians made their advance, forcing the Byzantine admiral to order the ships to turn back to their original positions.

Unfortunately, the Sicilians successfully rammed a ship and began boarding it, but that was a trap as the Byzantine admiral ordered the Warship Ioanos to fire Greek flamethrowers at the enemy ship, sinking it. The soldiers who boarded the Byzantine ship surrendered and became POWs, while all the sailors were killed.

The Sicilian navy rushed because they knew they had no chance, but after a fierce battle with the Byzantines, losing ten frigates and a lot of mage knights, they were victorious and successfully destroyed the Sicilian Navy. After this defeat, the governor of Syracuse defected to the Byzantine side and began launching his offensive to capture the island. 

Samantha told the governor that he had permission to govern Sicily and the entire southern part of the Italian Peninsula as a feudatory domain, which motivated him even more.

Summer of 415 in June, Sicily and South Italy:

Knowing full well his inability to advance toward southern Italy, Governor Titus Camilus contacted his clan, who were the governors of most of the southern part of the Italian peninsula. The next month, he received the news that the Consul of Sicily was dead, and the Byzantine flag was raised alongside the Sicilian flag, marking the end of the Italian State.

Byzantium the capital:

In the palace, the Emperor received the news that the Elves were attacking both the Balkans with their armies occupying the cities of Aegyssos and reaching up to Callatis, but were halted inside Odessos, and decided to start a siege.

Alex decided to go and take ten thousand troops with him; he also summoned his one hundred thousand undead soldiers to go with him to push the Elves out of Moesia province.

Byzantine Empire, Moesia province:

After a week, the imperial army was ready, with some of the Illyrian front troops returning home.

The Emperor brought with him twenty thousand soldiers of the Illyrian front armies as reinforcement and went straight to Odessos city to remove the Elven forces.

General Andrea Sala of the Lorian Empire decided to retreat to Callatis, hoping to defeat the Byzantine forces coming for him.

He made all the necessary preparations and formed two defensive lines filled with trap magic and destructive holy shields.

The massive Byzantine army arrived in front of Callatis.

Zagrios warned his protege that the elves were using holy shields.

Alex turned toward his teacher: "What the heck is a holy shield?"

"A holy shield is just an enhanced shield; it is difficult to destroy and is only used by Elven mages. Moreover, you might not know it, but the occupied lands revolted against you and invited the Elves while you were away".

The emperor laughed at this news. Zagrios told him that he could take care of the shield, but Alex rejected his request and kept hitting the shield with thousands of infernal fireballs nonstop until the shield collapsed.

The private army led by Alex suffered a massive defeat as magical traps slaughtered the undead fighters, resulting in thousands of casualties and forcing Alex to withdraw.

He decided to start a siege of the occupied provinces. He sent orders to the entire empire to stop merchants trading and issue a total blockade of the occupied lands, and then assigned Zagrios to take care of the siege and went to Byzantium.

The Imperial Palace in Byzantium, July 10th:

The moment he entered the palace, he was told of the news of the Western Front and how Samantha helped subdue southern Italy.

Alex was livid because he did not authorize her moves: "How dare she act on her own?" One official came and explained everything, and that calmed everything.

"That girl, I like her, now back to the matter of the western front. She can do whatever she wants since it seems that her action is for the well-being of the empire". The emperor started the annual government meetings and received economic reports. He then issued a decree to keep supporting farmers and further Urban development. Moreover, he started a new project to expand the Port of Alexandria and build more blacksmithing stores and artifact manufacturing.

A new mage school will be built in the capital and throughout the empire to improve education.

Balkan front:

The blockade worked as Alex predicted, as the Elven population of the occupied territories revolted against Loria. The Elves decided to withdraw entirely, thus allowing the Byzantine army to enter the occupied territory.

The Gallic Wars, January 416:

Unlike Alex, Kahn's tactics were severe and brutal as his armies slaughtered their way into the capital of the Segarius-controlled lands, killing anything that moved until the destruction of the Segarius rebel lands, since the Roman Republic collapsed.

In the vampire province, Kahn decided to create an army full of Orcs, Scorpions, and the fire dragon clans and then unleashed it on the Vampire rebels.

"Finally, you finished your preparations and destroyed one enemy. Now Emperor Alex wants you to destroy the Vampires and use whatever means necessary to do it." Said a secret envoy of the Eastern Emperor.

Hell was unleashed on the Vampire rebels in Minor Germany and the core lands of the Scarlet Empire, but they were repelled after a bloody battle in the black city and were forced to withdraw back to Gallia.

Aurora Parisium, last day in January 416:

Kahn quickly went to his palace and instructed his scribe to write a letter: "Dear Alex:

Your revenge is now complete. I suggest you start negotiations now, and I know that you want to gain control over Rome, but your focus on the Elves and the inaction of your generals on the western front made it impossible to achieve. So please, I beg you to start negotiating as this war will last longer."

The scribe wrote everything and quickly dispatched a messenger to Byzantium.

Byzantium, February 416:

The atmosphere was intense, the sudden Elven attack on Gallic southern lands flared the static western front, and Samantha sent a letter to the emperor reporting that she had started an invasion of the Roman kingdom alongside the Feudatory kingdom of Sicily.

Without completely reading the letter, he was proven right when she reported her defeat in the battle of Rome while losing thousands of soldiers due to traps and fierce Roman resistance.

Byzantium, February 416:

The emperor was angry, and what made him angrier still was that his generals suggested starting peace negotiations.

"Common we are winning, right?" asked Alex with a little bit of surprise after his officials expressed the desire to start peace negotiations.

A messenger from Gaul came and offered Kahn's letter to the Byzantine Emperor.

Alex read it and was convinced that he needed to start peace negotiations. He ordered his forces to stop fighting and declared a ceasefire while sending letters requesting his foes and allies to do the same.

Gallo Iberian border war:

The Elven forces began attacking Gallic border towns, but they kept failing every time with heavy casualties. Kahn decided not to advance further and stick to defense.

The Hispanian offensives kept failing every time until they were forced to declare a ceasefire,  then they were invited to a peace conference in Byzantium.
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Peace or more trouble?

Byzantium, March 416:

Before the leaders of every warring nation came to the Byzantine Imperial Palace, preparations were intense as cooks kept preparing a good banquet while the servants kept preparing the tables and a perfect room to please all the guests.

The emperor entered his room and kept reading a book about Roman history, and how magic appeared after the empire collapsed in the year 235. He kept reading until he was interrupted when the Staff reported that the preparations were done.

The next day, all guests teleported in front of the imperial palace and were allowed in by the guard, while the other servants guided them to the designated room for the peace negotiations to start.

Emperor Alex came late after waiting for all the leaders to come. The moment he entered, everyone, even Kahn, noticed his different appearance, his hair color changing to black and red eyes.

"So it seems you got greedy and let the magic of the gods merge with your soul; the outcome of your actions will be tragic." Alex laughed at his friend's warning and ignored it, so he proceeded to start the negotiations.

Every leader started to argue, and the Parthian Emperor Darius the Tenth threw an apple at the elven empress Lorna. Meanwhile, the Byzantine emperor and the Gallic emperor kept watching and enjoying themselves.

"Are you children done?! Behave like leaders of countries for once!" Screamed Kahn at the guests and was angry at them all, but his friend calmed him down. Everyone relaxed after their petty fight and proceeded with the negotiations, and the Lorian empress Lorna became friends with the Byzantine emperor after he defended Hispanian independence and opposed his ally's desire to reintegrate it.

Zagrios was watching the negotiations with great interest. He noticed that the friendship with Gaul is about to collapse due to his student's attitude toward him and treating him as a puppet.

After several hours, a peace treaty was signed, and before the attendees left the imperial palace. Alex told the Hispanic king Honorius the first to come to his private room, and he accepted.

Imperial Palace, Emperor's room:

When both emperors entered, Alex immediately told him the reason for the meeting and that it was an offer to become a vassal of the Eastern Roman Empire.

"I refuse to give up our hard-earned independence!" Said the Elven king with enthusiasm.

"OK I appreciate the enthusiasm but I got a probably angry teen itching to reconquer his lost province that is your nation, and by becoming my vassal state or feudatory, the Kingdom of Sicily is prospering despite being my vassal, or if you refuse, there is a girl that controls the entire province of Roman Africa, that wants your lands and with my order, she can defeat you with ease."

The Hispanic king had no choice but to agree to the offer and officially became a vassal state to the Byzantine Empire.

Valeria entered after the Hispanic king left, surprising the emperor.

"I'm impressed, Alex, you have done what I wanted to do way before I began." She pushed him into his fancy bed and tried to undress the emperor, but he stopped her: "Well, you made yourself the governor of Africa and moved to Southern Italy without my authorization, but..."

"You would have punished me if I had made a bad decision, but my move benefited you and the elites in Byzantium, who are stuck in bureaucracy and fighting corruption. I bet they advised you not to punish me and let me do whatever you want." 

Alex proved her guess true, and she was impressed because he was intelligent and a tolerant ruler, and together they spent the night in his room.

Olympian panthéon:

The Olympians held their annual meeting to see what was going on in the mortal world.

The sisters of fate reported that Kahn was angry and that Alex had a crazy plan on his mind.

"IS HE NUTS? I mean, thinking about creating a demon state and ending an entire empire is a sure way to collapse the balance of power."

Hades laughed at the plan. He told his older brother that he should not interfere and that both of their students must compete to see who builds a strong state with a good army and a strong economy.

All the gods agreed, and they also decided that they would work hard to stop both of their students from going to war with each other.

"I 'm going to meet both of them in Sparta, and I hope they reconcile and be friends again."

Byzantium, July 416, imperial palace:

The next day, Alex immediately had a meeting with the state officials to discuss economic matters. One of the decisions that the council had voted on was to militarize the borders with Parthia, Arabia, and the Illyrian Italian borders.

"OK, guys, in one of your discussions, you mentioned that the Senate was dissolved and replaced with the state council, am I right?"

"The last emperor dissolved the senate due to their corruption and moral bankruptcy."

Alex kept thinking about what to do, he noticed Zagrios' absence and decided to tell the council: "Alright guys, I might have fucked up our relations with Gallia when I prevented them from retaking Hispania, now before you call me an idiot child for which I admit I am, I think it is time to end the Scarlet empire and replace them with our proxy forces"

Every council member representing each noble clan was shocked but kept their mouths shut and let their emperor continue:" As you know, I am capable of using divine magic that is darkness and death. I decided to summon the demons and settle them in Germany, so any questions?"

Count Flavius Theodosius Junior asked:" I know I am also an outsider as our clan was founded in Hispania, but we settled in here and, like our current empire, so my question is: are you trying to create a demon king that could do our bidding and protect us from threats such as the Elves?"

Alex told him that he was right and that he needed a buffer against the elves.

"More like screw over the Elves, Gallia, Vampires, and Orcs." Everyone looked at the council member who had interrupted the emperor; surprisingly, he also agreed with his statement.

In July 416, in Aurora Parisium, Kahn was unable to conquer Hispania. This caused him to become very upset, and he spent a whole month meditating and practicing lightning magic. Once the new month began, he emerged from his seclusion and resumed governing his empire. One of his first actions was to fortify the borders with Italy and Germania. Additionally, he implemented the Justice Act, which greatly reduced the power of noble clans and established absolute power for himself. The following day, he visited his friend to demand an explanation for preventing the reconquest of Hispania.

On the last day of July to August 416, in the imperial palace of Byzantium, there were reports of a revolt led by dwarves in the Levant regions. The reports specifically mentioned the Greater Syria region. Despite being advised to find out the demands of the rebels, the emperor ordered the troops to mobilize. Later, a messenger from the dwarf rebels arrived, explaining their actions and their demands. 

He bowed to the emperor: "Our uprising is just small, we just want equality and an end to segregation and reforms for the welfare of the dwarven community, and before you think of a genocide, we will disarm and will never do it again."

Alex kept thinking because he was itching to kill the messenger, but Theodosius and the other ministers around him urged their emperor to calm down and accept their demands while telling the messenger to wait for two days before he got his answer.

Two days later, the Imperial government accepted their demands, and the Dwarves stopped their small rebellion.

Kahn arrived and found the palace chaotic, and was wondering what was going on, and even asked one of the Staff members to tell him that there was a massive crisis near the Balkans.

Lorian Empire, Loria, the capital, July 5th, 416:

The demi-humans, a race suffering from massive discrimination, were treated badly and were enslaved by both the humans and the Elves.

Today, after two years of preparations, the Ajun liberation army launched their revolution, and it caught the elves by surprise as it captured the surrounding areas of the capital.

In the following days, the Lorian Empire exploded into a two-way civil war as the brother of Empress Lorna rebelled against his sister, and a peasant rebellion started.

This month was devastating for the elves as battles were bloody and thousands flocked to each faction, which made the civil war even more destructive. Refugees tried to immigrate to the Scarlet Empire and Mordor Empire, but they were assaulted and were directed toward the Eastern Roman Empire.

Byzantium:

Kahn decided to abandon the reason he came and decided to help his friend. He barged into the council room and asked why the palace was chaotic.

"Kahn, my friend, it isn't the time to have our talks."

"It is the time!"

"Alright, there is a massive influx of refugees, the governor of Moesia allowed thirty thousand people to come and enter his province, and some state officials split them into several provinces, but they are getting too much, and we don't know why."

The Gallic emperor was surprised because this crisis was a bad one and asked, "Why didn't you expand your intelligence network to Elven lands? I mean, it is basic for any emperor to build a spy network in enemy lands."

"Brother, I am 16 years old and still inexperienced, so I forgot to do it."

Kahn suggested that he go meet the refugees and try to get an explanation. He suggested that he pick one of his nobles to go with him, and he picked Theodosius and his brother Arcadius.

Moesia:

Both emperors and Roman nobles got to the province and went straight to the border guard and got an elven merchant to talk with him.

"Hello, sir, I need an explanation of what's going on."

The merchant was terrified but eventually started explaining everything, such as the political system of the Lorian Empire and how the demi-humans were treated badly by the elites that governed the empire.

"Theodosius, didn't we have a similar situation with the dwarves?"

Theodosius confirmed his emperor's guess and told him that it was smart to accept their demands.

The merchant also told him that the brother of the empress had rebelled and was trying to usurp the throne. This news made both emperors concerned as it meant a massive flow of refugees into the Balkan provinces.

Kahn suggested splitting the immigrants by every province and settling them in regions that are suffering from population shortage, which are the Africa and Levant provinces, and Alex ordered his officials to do as his friend said.

The governors of the Balkan provinces obeyed the imperial order and started the process of separating immigrants from each other and splitting them into each province of the empire. All families were assembled and moved to different provinces.

Moesia, August:

All governors sent letters stating that the massive flow of immigrants is becoming more problematic; one of them suggested that we order the magistrates to kill the immigrants.

"This idea will be a stain in our relations with the Elven kingdoms, forever, and I mean it is immoral," said Theodosius while begging the emperor not to do it.

Ignoring the advice, Alex authorized the operation: "It is necessary to be immoral, to do evil things, and even in this case kill the immigrants who are trying to flood our nation; therefore, it is necessary to do it and end this issue once and for all."

The generals smiled, and they went to do as their emperor said.

The Eastern Roman armies of the Balkans had been spending months killing eleven immigrants left and right, and when August officially ended, 30 thousand elven citizens, including women and children, were killed.

Africa, Carthage, September 416:

The first day of September was a happy day in the African province, as it had recovered from the aftermath of the two years of the Great War. Governor Valeria ran the province with great leadership.

One of her spies reported what was going on in the Balkans and the rest of the empire.

"IS THE EMPEROR MAD? Sorry, I screamed, I hope the imperial order to censor the news regarding the massacre succeeds; otherwise, we will have to engage in a nationwide extermination of the Elves, and we might lose our Hispanic vassals." Just after she said it, news of the elven king declaring independence from Eastern Rome reached Valeria's ears, and she immediately came to Moesia province.

Moesia, imperial camp:

Valeria interrupted both emperors while they were laughing and enjoying a good banquet.

"Valeria, can't you see we are eating?" Said Alex while eating a well-cooked chicken.

"Ok, ok, so you start exterminating Elves while ignoring the consequences, we have lost Hispania."

Alex stopped her and turned toward his friend:" Kahn, do you still desire your province back? Please stop eating for now, we will continue later."

The Gallic emperor ignored his friend and kept eating, then he told a soldier to bring a pen and paper for him.

The soldier obeyed, and after several minutes, he brought the pen and paper Kahn requested.

"To all Gallic state officials and generals:

I, your emperor Kahn, order you to prepare for war against the rebellious province of Hispania, and I permit you to use whatever means necessary, especially genocide." After writing in the paper, Kahn told the Byzantine soldier in front of him to go to Aurora Parisium and deliver the message while he kept enjoying the food in front of him.

Both Theodosius and Samantha were livid because Kahn had just gained his lost lands with ease. They think that the emperor is inexperienced, while not knowing that Alex wants to keep his relationship with Gallia alive because he is afraid of the gods intervening in his realm.

After Kahn left, Alex explained everything, including Zagrios's absence and how it is possibly related to the gods.

Loria:

The civil war had taken a toll on the empire, and the empress focused on her treacherous brother and spent the entire August trying to eliminate him and his forces.

In the beginning, she failed, and when August ended, she received news that her brother had been killed by his general, who surrendered in exchange for amnesty and demanded that he fight the demi-humans.

News of the genocide reached her, and she was shocked but was unable to do anything. The demi-humans heard about the genocide committed by the Byzantine Empire and offered eternal peace in exchange for ending discrimination and establishing a just system.

"If I accept, this two-month civil war will end, and I will recover, so it is good. I am sad that the Byzantine emperor chose genocide instead of good faith, and for every action there are consequences."
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Threats from everywhere

The land of the dragons had been unstable for a very long time. The eastern Jin dynasty, which ruled it till the year 385, just collapsed, and the lands are now divided between the northern Wei dynasty in the north and the Liu Song dynasty in the south.

From the year 415 to 416, the dragons of the Liu Song began invading the Northern dynasty of Wei, which was ruled by humans, but in December. When the dragons nearly conquered, a palace coup happened in Canton, killing Emperor Wu of Liu, who had been the ruler since the year 400, and declaring the new Qi dynasty.

Chang'an, 1 January 417:

Unfortunately for the Northern Wei, the change of power would prove disastrous for them as the dragons used combined air and dropped firebombs, destroying the city and uniting the entire dragon nation as one under the Qi dynasty.

When Emperor Hongwu of Qi moved toward his new capital, he began drafting plans to start great invasions and unite the dragon race into one empire.

When Emperor Hongwu of Qi moved toward his new capital, he began drafting plans to start great invasions and unite the dragon race into one empire.

The new Qi emperor and his court spent the entire month planning for this invasion and started to prepare for war. Once the month finished, the armies were ready, and plans were prepared.

Byzantium, from January to February 417:

dissatisfied with foreigners ruling their empire, and the migration crisis with the elves appeared after the leak of the secret decree to kill the elves at the borders, pissed off the elves, alongside slaves who had had enough and wanted freedom.

Protests immediately started in the capital, people shouted: "DOWN WITH THE EMPEROR, RESTORE THE SENATE AND DEMOCRACY OF THE REPUBLIC," and began burning anything related to the imperial government.

Meanwhile, in the imperial palace, panic spread in the government with the emperor calling his ministers to meet.

Imperial Palace of Byzantium:

The meeting began promptly, with the emperor addressing the attendees and emphasizing the urgency of finding a solution. "We must take action immediately," he declared. When Theodosius offered a suggestion, the emperor warned him not to advocate for leniency towards rebels and protestors. Theodosius chuckled in response, clarifying that he recommended the elimination of anyone who opposed the regime.

The emperor immediately started a vote to see if there was any opposition, and no one voted against the idea.

The army was ordered to mobilize and prepare for a possible anti-protest operation and was ready when February started.

Byzantium the capital:

When the protestors arrived near the imperial palace and demanded to see the emperor, the army was already prepared. As soon as the emperor stepped outside wearing his armor, the protestors realized that their lives were in danger. However, they refused to give up and continued to demand his downfall. They hoped that the army mages would join them, but they were unaware that the mages were completely loyal to the emperor. Alex gave the signal to fire spells at the protestors, resulting in the cavalrymen slaughtering hundreds of them. As a consequence, the emperor decreed that anyone who opposed the current regime would be eliminated.

He and his government hoped that they had established law and order; however, Valeria told her emperor that his decree would trigger a great revolt, but he didn't listen. Little did he know that she would be proven right when one of the intelligence agencies reported that the province of Semetia, Syria province, and Anatolia revolted, triggering the first Byzantine civil war.

The loyal governors sent a message to their emperor offering their eternal support.

"Here it is my official order: to all generals, this war is just a war of conquest, you have a free hand and you must allow the soldiers to loot rebel cities, kill their men and children, and assault their women and for the non-humans especially the Orcs unit of our army are going to have a feast tonight and for the dragons, do what you do best; that is destroying anything in front of you" then he sighed and said: "Now I understand why Kahn decided to destroy the rebels so brutally that would shock anyone!"

The Byzantine Empire, from February to June 417:

Extensive preparations were initiated by both sides of the war; each side recruited troops, mages, and made weapons that could help them win the war.

During the last day of March, the Byzantine loyalist forces within the Balkans completed their training; moreover, the new emperor of Khorran Filian sent thirty thousand orcs and barbarian humans to support his ally against the rebels, and Alex summoned the demons and the undead soldiers..

In Africa Valeria contacted the governor of Egypt and offered to coordinate an attack so devastating it would destroy everything the rebels own.

Byzantine Empire, Imperial Palace, September 417:

After several discussions, the emperor forced his officials to adopt his war strategy of destroying everything and treating it as a war of conquest, and even forced them to allow the Orcs to kill citizens.

The army and the navy were prepared. One of the first decrees written by the imperial was to halt all Grain exportation and launch a naval blockade on land provinces and a land blockade from Egypt, seeking to starve the population of the rebel territory.

The second decree is that he made all the people of the rebel lands enemies of the state and allowed for their blood to be shed, meaning he encouraged people to kill anyone who was a sympathizer to the opposition forces.

Byzantine empire, Naval front, Land front:

After organizing themselves, the rebels formed the Third Roman Republic and launched a naval attack on the imperial navy.

Admiral Michael Pandreas, a nobleman from Thessaloniki and a loyalist who is the commander of the navy, saw through the rebels' plan and began his own offensive targeting the Bosphorus cities such as Nicomedia and the Bithynia region.

The rebels realized what the loyalists intended and brought most of their navy to the Bosphorus Strait. The battle started with the rebels bringing a hundred ships and the loyalists bringing the same amount.

While the Naval battle was fierce and bloody as mages and ships kept destroying each other, the emperor, who personally took command, decided to launch an airborne assault on Nicomedia. This surprised the enemy as thousands of Orcs, Undead, Humans, and dragons descended on the city from the sky, burning everything and everyone until they descended to the ground.

It was a pure slaughter. Everyone was fighting ferociously, even citizens fighting to defend their freedom from the tyranny of the imperial government.

The fight continued for several hours until the imperial army killed the enemy commander, slaughtered half of the population, and razed the entire city to the ground.

Alex decided to move to Nicea, but he was greeted by the governor of the city, who chose to surrender, saying he desired to spare the city from a destructive battle.

Byzantium, October 417:

Egypt:

The Republican forces launched multiple surprise attacks on Egyptian Sinai, the governor, and Valeria's preparations, and were forced to retreat to Memphis.

General Postumus of the republican army blocked the capital. He then ordered his mages to bombard the capital, and the defenders responded.

Every part of the city was mined with trap magic, and traps were prepared to greet the attacking force once they entered.

The intense bombardment destroyed the walls. Killing the mages on top of the walls.

Hordes of rebel troops tried to enter, but the traps and defenders kept striking them left and right. This battle lasted for several hours and even days nonstop as both armies kept slaughtering each other till the enemy forces were destroyed and their general was killed in battle.

Samantha decided to launch a counter-attack to recapture all lost lands.

Pergamum:

The Byzantine emperor issued the order to destroy the city and slaughter its inhabitants. Many thought that the emperor became unhinged, as there was no one capable of stopping him, but they obeyed and advanced from Nicea.

The senate realized this as the teenage emperor was angry at their rebellion, so they prepared for a fierce defense of their capital.

Once the Byzantine troops reached the city, a hundred thousand undead began trying to breach the walls, but failed and kept trying relentlessly.

Meanwhile, Zagrios returned after a long absence straight to Pergamum.

"Someone tell me what the fuck is going on?"

"Well, protests throughout the empire erupted because they wanted a restoration of the senate, which means democracy, so I ordered the army to kill almost thirty thousand civilians, and that triggered the civil war as governors of Anatolia, Syria, and Semetia to rebel against me". Answered Alex carelessly.

Zagrios was livid and extremely angry: "SO BECAUSE OF ONE SIMPLE DEMAND OF DEMOCRACY AND FREEDOM OF SPEECH, YOU DECIDE TO TRIGGER A CIVIL WAR!"

Alex: "Democracy creates instability, Parliaments do nothing but fight each other. Just look at what they had done when the great Julius Caesar rightfully took their power, they fucking stabbed him twenty-six times! Now if you want to talk about democracy, it is the most dysfunctional system, this is just an excuse to disrespect the authority, and oh I would like to add that during the military anarchy that destroyed the Roman Empire, the so-called Representatives of the people were so corrupt that they kept sucking the cock of whoever usurps power until every province declared independence and Rome was divided.

I will crush this rebellion and with it, I shall crush any dissenter, and I shall be the best Roman Emperor."

Zagrios decided not to carry on the conversation and began teaching him a new spell to help him with his goal.

After three months, the siege of Pergamum ended in a disaster for the imperial army, and Alex decided to retreat to the capital.

Byzantium, imperial palace, January to March 418:

The Byzantine emperor barely calmed down after retreating from the battlefield, desiring to know the situation on other fronts. He asked about the report of the Egyptian front, and when he got it, he was shocked because he couldn't believe that both the governors of Egypt and the African province.

He was caught off guard by the rebel attack, and he then met with his war council to decide on a new strategy.

"Alright, we have to start focusing on a single Anatolian region, and since Nicea switched sides, we will focus on taking black sea coastal villages and cities such as Sinope till we reach Trebizond, while we fortify our gains," Suggested Flavius Theodosius to the emperor, and he liked it.

"Kid, you are a genius, and now tell the imperial navy I believe they keep failing to take Cyprus to redirect their effort to the black sea, and as for Valeria and Constantine, the governor of Egypt, they are going to fight with their resources". For the next two months, preparations were made, and a new army of a hundred thousand troops, composed mostly of human soldiers and undead soldiers, was to reinforce the current three hundred thousand troops fighting in the civil war.

After two months of preparation for battle, and as he was about to leave the palace, a messenger from General Belisarius came with a letter and he opened it:" My emperor, after our failure at Pergamum, I decided to launch a new attack in coordination with the dragon king Filipe and I will say it was a massive success and by success, I mean raising the cities of the Bosphorus strait and slaughtering half of the citizens because I kept losing battles against the enemy forces and I won in the end, thanks to the air assaults". The emperor couldn't finish the letter because he could guess that his generals had killed thousands of people and turned three thriving cities into ghost cities.

He realized that it was too late to fix his mistake and left for the battlefield to finish the Civil War once and for all.

On the road to Sinope:

In the beginning, the advancing imperial army captured one village after another, and it was very easy, as the battle for the Bosphorus cities weakened the Republican forces severely.

Unfortunately, this easy advance wouldn't last as things got worse for the emperor. He kept getting ambushed left and right to the point that he was forced to stop his advance and deal with the rebels, and then, he lost his orc forces when the commander told him that they had to go home to fight a rebellion and an invasion against their homeland.
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Chapter 7:
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Things are gonna get worse

––––––––
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Four years later, Alex's forces captured the entire Black Sea coastal cities after years of bloodshed, while his general made a rapid advance and captured the southern part of Anatolia, including the capital.

Unfortunately, his victories wouldn't last as news of the collapse of his most important allies began to reach him.

Khorran his most important just collapsed into a multi-factional civil war due to the Avar clan prince Bayan I assassinating the current emperor Filian with the support of the Turkic Centaurs and then proclaimed himself Kagan of Avaria to appease the Stepp population of his empire this resulted in a massive opposition from half of the clan who viewed his usurpation as a transgression against the nature and the gods, the Shaman priests proclaimed his ex-communication, this didn't help as the human tribes or the Magyars rebelled against the rule of Bayan I.

Back to the Romans, hearing the news of his ally's collapse, he immediately stopped his offensive on central Anatolia and wrote a letter to Samantha requesting a report of the frontlines.

Byzantium in the imperial palace in the year 422:

After returning from the Frontlines of Anatolia, Alex received a letter from his girlfriend and commander, and he was shocked. He handed the letter to his minister and told him to read it.

"Dear Emperor

Well, things were going well. We reached Jerusalem and completely conquered Semetia, but the Persians, right after their civil war, and the usurper Ardeshir Sasan, who started the Sassanid Dynasty, suddenly invaded our lands with the declaration that he came to help the republican rebels. I had nearly conquered all of Greater Syria, but Sassanid troops pushed our forces back to Semetia. After a bloody battle, they were defeated and chose to stay in their occupied territory". The minister's hands were shaken, Alex was utterly livid and scared, but remained confident and told everyone that he would figure something out.

He left the throne room in a hurry and went to his private room.

The Emperor's Room:

For the first time, Alex felt that he had no idea what to do as he had tried hard to keep the power that he acquired through the Divine Decree. He thought maybe dictatorship wasn't the right thing and that he should allow for democracy.

"What should I do? Democracy is already a dysfunctional system with a high chance that a corrupt retard may come to power through elections, but a dictatorship can produce chaos. Maybe I was reckless, but the only way to face these problems is never to run away or to avoid confrontation for the sake of diplomacy and negotiation. I must respond to escalation with escalation, I will confront anyone who dares to mess with my power, even if there will be massive bloodshed, and I will never negotiate".

Unfortunately for everyone, this declaration will be disastrous for the entire stability of the region.

Byzantine Imperial Palace, June to September 422:

There were no military activities reported by the commander of the Byzantine armies of Africa and Egypt, Valeria, nor by the rebels.

The Emperor was still in his room, planning his next move. When he finally emerged, Constantine Valerious - son of General Flavius Valerius Constantius - made a joke, thinking the Emperor would suggest that war was the only solution to end the civil war once and for all.

The emperor laughed and told him that this is what he would do, and the moment Zagrios heard it, he went Nuts: "NOT AGAIN!" and kept complaining that the emperor's reckless warmongering and dictatorship were what led to this mess in the first place.

"Zagrios, I understand your opinion, but I know in this case, negotiations mean weakness, and as a matter of fact, negotiations with enemies are always a weakness and defeat, and I only negotiate on my terms".

Zagrios didn't like what he heard, so he went to look for advice from his father since his protege was stuck in an endless crisis, and it didn't help that he kept escalating the situation even more.

The underworld:

Hades was watching the events on Earth with great interest; however, he started to think that the confrontational diplomacy that the Eastern Roman Emperor was following would one day damage him.

"Goddamit, Alex, you need to learn diplomacy and that negotiations aren't for the weak," Said Hades with some worry.

Zagrios agreed; he told his father everything and explained the dire situation of the Eastern Empire.

"Father, the Persians intervened in the civil war and annexed the remaining Republican lands. I think it's best to avoid confrontation," Zagrios said with a scared tone.

His father laughed and said, "The emperor has already decided to go to war, and Kahn is lending him a hundred thousand troops. Oh, he is trying to mobilize hundreds of thousands of men for his war effort, and I honestly like him".

Byzantium, autumn of 422:

Before the autumn season started, Alex invested a large sum of the Byzantine Empire into recruiting two hundred thousand mercenaries. Kahn offered a hundred thousand Gallic Roman soldiers. He spent the entire summer preparing and mobilizing more men for his army until he got three hundred thousand troops due to Romans volunteering en masse after the Persian invasion to protect their nation, and a hundred thousand Orcs, dragon knights, and escaping trolls.

Once mid-autumn started, seven hundred thousand troops were mobilized. The emperor was happy and ecstatic; he told his officials to deliver a declaration of war to the Persian Sassanid Empire.

He also issued a decree stating that the troops have the freedom to plunder cities and kill anything that moves. He issued a war plan to his generals and told them that it must be followed, then he left for the frontlines.

The war in Anatolia, December 422 to June 423:

Unfortunately for both nations, the war that Alex decided to unleash would be very destructive as he decided to launch a multi-frontal attack in Anatolia. He divided his forces into Army Group Anatolia under his command and Army Group Africa.

Massive bombardment started by the mage units, and for the first time, Poison gas magic was used and unleashed on the air, devastating the farmlands. The Persians and the collaborator's forces didn't expect the attack and were forced to retreat to avoid the poison gas, then Hordes of cavalrymen and infantry from multiple sides, the Persians decided to stand firm and defend their newly gained territory but the Byzantines decided to burn everything to the ground, there were fierce and bloody battles where each meter gained a hundred men lost per day. 

Both sides exchanged gains, and neither army was able to gain the upper hand on this front. Disregarding the casualties of the war, they kept attacking the enemy forces and even intensified the use of poison magic, which led to a lot of deaths.

Anatolia's population kept getting devastated not only by the civil war but by the war between the imperial regime of Alex and the Persian Sassanids; hundreds of thousands were killed, and the remaining population fled in massive waves to Persia as refugees.

The emperor's forces kept advancing after the defeat of the Persians in the battle of Cappadocia and the massive destruction the city endured due to Byzantine bombardment. No prisoner of war was safe, as Alex gifted them to his Orc and troll soldiers as food and then sent their heads to the Persian Shah.

Even the Gallic general Aetius Flavius, who was sent as the commander of the Gallic allied forces, was utterly shocked at the scenes of destruction and the brutality of Kahn's friend. Meanwhile, the Persian army's commander Kavad in Anatolia was so enraged at the scene of the beheaded soldiers that he tried to attack Trebizond, but an ambush by the Gallic army destroyed his entire forces, with him barely escaping back to Persia, ending the Sassanid rule in Anatolia.

The war in Egypt and Greater Syria:

In Egypt, the war was difficult due to Shapur's skills as a commander. 

He lured Valeria to advance Sidon while she was unaware of the trap magic spell until she lost a lot of soldiers each time she kept advancing, and after weakening the Byzantine forces under her command. The war in Syria has continued to escalate even further as Valeria's inability to score further victories against Shapur forced her to resort to requesting the help of the Unhinged Emperor Alex, who was glad to attack.

The Persian emperor, who got the news of the massive losses of his forces, decided to meet him in battle and see the guy who not only killed his soldiers but also killed half of Anatolia's population.

After several hours, both armies met outside of Berytus, wasting no time. The Persian Shah sent his horse archers trying to do a flanking maneuver, but Alex stopped it when he sent his Orcs to stop it, and the Orcs defeated the horse archers despite heavy losses. The Byzantine Emperor, learning the danger of the Persian Cavalry archers, decided to start advancing in line formation. The Persian Shah's hordes of troops began their attack as he aimed to end the battle in his favor.

Alex saw his advance and laughed at him: "Units and mages, prepare to fire at the enemy, and Shapur, I hope you would like a certain surprise for you". The Byzantine and allied forces started to shoot enemy forces with fire spells and arrows, killing many advancing soldiers, while the Persians did the same and killed several Byzantine mages.

What Shapur didn't expect happened as Samantha decided to attack from behind his forces, both sides clashed in a bloody clash that was a stalemate, and even when pincered by two Byzantine forces, the Sassanid forces fought ferociously and even successfully broke the pincer as the Byzantine forces couldn't maintain the encirclement due to massive casualties and despite regaining the momentum, Shapur decided to abandon the Syrian campaign and retreat to his capital.

"I want the head of our enemy". Alex ordered, his army started a pursuit, and his dragon units started air bombardment, trying to burn him from the air.

The organized retreat turned to a chaotic one as the Sassanid soldiers were slaughtered, and only twenty thousand troops, including Shapur the Shah of the Sassanid empire, barely survived and escaped to Persia, which forced the dragons to stop the pursuit.

The destructive civil war that started as a rebellion of the Republican movement against Alex’s dictatorial rule, progressed to destruction and extreme brutality, and finally a Persian Sassanid invasion, finally ended in a Byzantine victory, with Emperor Alex successfully keeping his power and rule despite the massive bloodshed and destruction.

The consequences of the civil war in Byzantium had a devastating effect; thousands were killed, and cities were destroyed beyond repair.

Farmlands in Anatolia were destroyed, which led to a near collapse of the Byzantine economy, as most farmers were dead, and the once thriving cities in Anatolia were reduced to ghost towns and ruins. The surviving population started to suffer from multiple epidemics.

Byzantium:

In the palace, the government started an emergency session to discuss what to do with the former rebel lands and select a new governor of Egypt after the former governor lost his life in battle.

One of the ministers said: "My emperor I came here to report that epidemic and starvation are spreading in Anatolia and Syria and the Anatolian lands are now no more and it has become a hellish nightmare and we will face a crisis called mass unemployment as we need to demobilize our troops now that the civil war and the Byzantine Sassanid war is won by us".

The emperor was listening to all the ideas of his ministers, and one of them started bringing settlers from the Divided Italy and Gaul to replace the lost population and give them the means to repopulate Anatolia.
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