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​DEDICATION

For every girl who wanted a soft life on her own terms.
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​FLASHBACK – THE FIRST OFFER
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It wasn’t Jay.  

It was some wrinkled man at a funeral reception.  

He leaned over and said he could “take care” of her.  

She’d laughed then.  

Disgusted.  

But she remembered the envelope of cash in his breast pocket.  

She remembered wanting it even as she wanted to slap him.  

That was the first time she thought, *Maybe.*

Mia didn’t mean to meet him twice.

The first time was an accident. She was waiting for her ride in Accra traffic heat, minding her business, sweat sliding down her back under her cheap work shirt. He pulled up in his black car, window rolling down with that lazy confidence.

“Need a ride?”

She laughed in his face. “I’m fine.”

“Didn’t say you weren’t.”
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