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This book is an original manuscript by the author, protected by international copyright laws of Canada.  Therefore, none of this author’s work may be reproduced, in part or in whole, or stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopied, recorded or otherwise for commercial use without the prior written permission of the author.  However, it is possible to receive permission to use short quotations for personal use, or use in a study group study, or for permission to copy certain passages, or to make portions of the writings available for overhead viewing.  Simply, contact the us[1] to request it. 


SCRIPTURE MATTERS
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Many scholars challenge newer versions of scripture for their accuracy.  Therefore, in the interests of being accurate, we chose to use the oldest version of scripture, the KJV.  While there are many accuracy challenges within this version too, we find it much easier to validate original language words and thus authenticate accuracy. We have also noted that once a person becomes familiar with the KJV it becomes a little easier to understand.  Therefore, all quotes in this book originate from the KJV, except the name of God appears as YHVH (yod, heh, vav, heh) or YeHoVaH.  See Appendix for more information about the reason for this change.



DEDICATION

[image: ]


I dedicate this book: 



To all prophetic voices called to speak the oracles of Almighty God to their generation, especially those called within the Jeremiah Generation,


It is my prayer, for each one who speaks boldly for God, that the powerful and burning fire of the Almighty’s presence possesses your reigns. 

May every prophet stand tall in their generation, especially, those called to stand

in the Jeremiah Generation!
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Jeanne believes the Word of God opens a door to help every believer to know their God.  That knowledge, once gleaned and retained, makes strong believers to help them stand in the real world in which we live, no matter their vocation.



With these convictions in mind, Jeanne, inspired and led by the Holy Spirit, began to write in the l990’s.  Soon she developed inductive[2] style Bible Studies and self-published them for her students to use.  With her major goal to equip the saints, she found that her sound teachings, presented with clarity and simplicity, made an impact.  As long as her listeners put in their valuable time to study scripture and took Jeanne’s advice to call upon the Holy Spirit to help them, they became powerful believers, transformed, prepared and ready to stand in their generation. 


Today, past students who studied the Bible with Jeanne, as well current new students, testify as to the validity of Jeanne’s writing and teaching gift.  They love the clarity and simplicity of the Word as she presents it in a refreshing straightforward format.  Thus, they encouraged Jeanne to make her books more widely available. 

Therefore, Jeanne began Cegullah Publishing, and then a year later, opened Cegullah Apologetic Academy.  The academy, in addition to presenting accredited, Bible Study material, invites all believers to read or study the Word of God, and thereby, be strong in YeHoVaH and the strength of His might. 


A greater availability of Jeanne’s works (as well as other authors which Cegullah Publishing looks forward to publishing in the future), opens doors for more people to know their God and do exploits! 



“But the people that know their God



shall be strong and do exploits”.  Daniel 11:32 b
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P.S. Recent inquiries require acknowledging the correct way to formally address Jeanne.  While she is comfortable with people addressing her on a first name basis, her official title is Rev. Dr. Jeanne Metcalf.
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Ecclesiastes 3:1

“To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:”


YEHOVAH,[3] IS ETERNAL.  He lives forever.  Human beings, however, do not.  We live for a season, a certain segment of time, and then, we pass away from this world.  Our time on this earth, however long or short, whenever categorized collectively with other people alive at the same time, we call a generation. 



Generations since the early 1900’s received certain names.  For example, the Silent Generation consists of those in the mid 1920’s to the end of World War II, about a 20-year time span.  As that generation bore children, their offspring became known as the Baby Boomers.  The children of the Baby Boomers we call Generation X, the children of Generation X we call Xennials.  Coming to the current timeframe, we classify the generation born anywhere from 2013 to 2025 as Gen-Alpha, or Generation Alpha[4]. 


Naming generations, while not a new thing, categorizes or measures a certain culture, helping to define responses of behaviour within their cultural setting.  From an analysis, we therefore walk away with ideas of how they reacted in one generation compared to another.  For example, by looking at the Silent Generation as they came through the Second World War, we see how their daily lives changed as they walked through their experiences from before the war to after.  By examining the long and short-term changes in their culture, hopefully we learn from their experiences, especially their pitfalls.

Looking at generations to analyze their spiritual values helps us to determine their spiritual temperature to the Creator.  Looking at the Silent Generation during the Second World War period, we easily identify their confrontation with their own mortality.  With some, their affection and trust in God increased, while others abandoned any idea of God’s existence. 


Many of such persuasion blamed God for the disasters they experienced.  Indeed, looking at various responses of individuals, both male and female, on and off the front lines, we recognize either the development of a deeper, stronger faith in God by some individuals, as compared to others who deny, abandon, or defame any form of a belief system.[5] 


That Silent Generation, as well as others who faced death, either by war, disease, or plague in other generations, bring out a variety of responses, especially when confronted with their own mortality or that of their loved ones.  Many seniors of that generation, as well as others from more recent generations, who have a lifetime of living under their belt, find themselves nodding in agreement with the wisdom of the one who authored this beautiful summary of life:

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

“1   To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:  2  A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted;  3  A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up;  4  A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance;  5  A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 6  A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away;  7  A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 8 A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.”

Indeed, to every generation there is a set time under heaven for them.  Within the timeframe of their generational setting, they chart a course and set sail upon it!  Often, one generation will learn from another, especially, as they examine the mistakes of a previous generation, and desperately wish to avoid them. 


Examining the Silent Generation and their children, the Baby Boomers, we recognize a determination arose within them to do all in their power to avert another World War.  Peace became paramount.  Their firsthand experience cautioned them to focus away from pathways leading to more horrors of war!  Thus, in speaking to their children and grandchildren, they kept fresh in their mind that the 2nd World War killed more than 35 million[6] and disabled more than 20 million people.[7]  That aspect of history, in their minds, best not repeat itself. 


Truly, if we take time to look and see, we might glean much from former generations.  If we become ardent students of that generation, indeed, we will discover mindsets which we desire to follow, or to avoid in our own generation.  Taking the time to look back may furnish us with lessons to change our future for the better.  Past generation reflection highlights decisions our ancestors made, and the calamities or escapes that touched their lives. 

Seeing the errors in the former generations, and understanding the platform that led to the failures, opened a door, which brought forth insights to avoid repeating history.  Those detrimental past events, when thoroughly understood, became markers or buoys to point out dangerous waters to the people of future generations. 

In short, when humankind takes the time to look at previous generations and study their behaviour, gaining wisdom from the mistakes made in earlier generations, great possibilities arise for avoiding the same devastating experiences. This is one fantastic reason to study history! 

Moving past secular history, now, to biblical history, we have even more empowering lessons.  To study Biblical history with their generations, pointers highlight the spiritual errors of former generations, such as those who received God’s judgments for their ungodly ways.

In Psalm 78:1-8, we hear the Psalmist’s wisdom relate to both current and future generations admonishing them.  He is especially mindful of understanding what keeps them in their days of prosperity.  He advises them to carefully watch their days as they live them within the covenant setting YeHoVaH, the God of Israel, gave to His People:

Psalm 78:1-3

“1 Give ear, O my people, [to] my law: incline your ears to the words of my mouth.  2 I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old: 3 Which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us.”


Here begins the wisdom of the former generation related, beginning with these words “what the fathers have told us”:


Psalm 78:4-5


“4 We will not hide [them] from their children, showing to the generation to come the praises of YeHoVaH, and his strength, and his wonderful works that he has done.  5 For he established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law[8] in Israel, which he commanded our fathers, that they should make them known to their children:”


Here we see that YeHoVaH commanded them to make known His Torah or to be more accurate, His Instructions.  In the following verses we hear clear evidence as to why:

Psalm 78:6-8


“6 That the generation to come[9] might know [them, even] the children [which] should be born; [who] should arise and declare [them] to their children: 7 That they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments: 8 And might not be as their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation; a generation [that] set not their heart aright, and whose spirit was not stedfast with God.”


Truly, the truth of this scripture rings home as genuine, God-based wisdom.  If Israel is to survive, then the generation to come must set their hope in YeHoVaH.  They must not forget His works, and they must keep His commandments. 


If the future generations followed this advice, they would not become a generation of stubborn and rebellious people, who never set the course of their heart true north to follow YeHoVaH.  Their spirit within them, to find hope and a future in God, must adhere and be faithful to YeHoVaH.  Thus, the next generation would follow behaviours of which YeHoVaH approved and consequently, avoid the horrible consequences of earlier generations, who walked in profound disobedience and rebellion. 


This is the best result of reviewing history and from it, relaying realities to another generation!

If they embrace the wisdom, their lives will see the realization of greater blessing!


Such is the desired end of those who wish to glean powerful lessons from the historical account of Israel, found within the pages of the book of Jeremiah[10].  These inhabitants of the land during that time, we might classify as the “Jeremiah Generation.”  That generation in Israel’s history experienced the harsh hand of God’s Judgment for their negligence and blatant sin against God, as they disregarded His Commandments and Precepts. 


These offences began generations earlier; however, some repentance did occur, which delayed the hand of God’s Judgment.  Once we arrive at Jeremiah’s lifetime, however, we discover a generation lost in aimless, senseless, even forbidden religious activities, traditions, and cultural activities, which deeply offended YeHoVaH.

To study their behaviour and response to God’s prophet, Jeremiah, we find vivid glimpses of how YeHoVaH handled that generation, including the remarkable prophetic voice, Jeremiah, He sent to call that generation to return to Him.  Jeremiah, God’s merciful emissary, this powerful gift from God, experienced mistreatment and abuse at their hands. 

Nevertheless, Jeremiah remained steadfast in God’s love and continued to declare God’s Word.  With God’s help, he confronted that generation, pointing out the many injustices they committed, proclaiming God’s viewpoint.  He warned them that, without repentance, they could not escape or avoid the day of accountability. 

In this study, The Jeremiah Generation, we’ll expose the roots of injustice operative in the land of Israel at that time.  As we do, watch for the shift of authority from the Word of God to the word of man. Then, look to see how things quickly degraded, even though God, constantly, called them to return to Him. 

In examining Jeremiah’s life, looking at the prophet’s credentials, the problems he faced, and the many obstacles requiring an overcoming faith in God, we will learn what it takes to stand in such a time as that of Jeremiah’s generation. In addition, we will see God’s drastic measures necessary to implement in order to remove the injustice, so operative in the Jeremiah Generation.  In the final moments of this study, we will highlight the necessary conclusions to bring this information past Jeremiah’s day into ours, making this message relevant to our times. 


Hopefully, with an analysis of our own generation in front of us, we will recognize the proximity of our generation to that of the Jeremiah Generation: the one of God’s judgments.  Are we nearing that generation or are we living in it?  



Precious reader let us join our hearts together, and pray for students and teacher, alike, to receive ears to hear, eyes to see and a heart to perceive the generation in which we live.  May each of us recognize God’s call to stand for righteousness and truth within our generation, willing to pay the cost to present God’s Word, whether our generation exists before, after or within that generation of God’s judgment, namely, that of:



The Jeremiah Generation.


[image: ]

[image: ]

MATTERS OF

Materialistic Mindsets
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Joshua 1:9

“Have not I commanded you?  Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be dismayed: for YeHoVaH your God [is] with you wheresoever you go.”


IN EVERY WALK OF LIFE, mindsets make a difference.  An engineer with a creative nature may excel in architectural building designs, however, unless he or she sticks to basic structural rules, which finished masterpiece might not stand the test of weather or time. 


The creative mindset must align with architectural realities. 

Likewise, the scientist, experimenting with the elements of this earth, may explore creative ideas to present mankind with a never-before seen invention, however, they too must keep their process of experimentation within certain parameters of earth’s realities. 

For example, the atom bomb in its early developmental stage promised to end a world war, however, its use caused great devastation.  Without restricted mindsets aligning its continued use within the parameters of humane management, this scientific invention holds enough power to destroy the earth and all living in it.  Humane mindsets, here, matter greatly!

Looking at mindsets, worldwide, we know that individuals living within any given country do not all hold the same mindsets.  Certainly, people, regardless of their upbringing, society, and its moral values, or other influential forces upon their life, think contrary to one another. 

For instance, a person raised in Communist China, who aligns with that regime’s policies allowing that regime to form their mindsets, reacts totally different to a similar person living in Communist China, who does not agree with that regime’s guidelines.  Individual mindsets matter, especially when two people wish to walk together as friends.  Opposite mindsets interfere with unity. 

SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING:

Let us move this scenario now to the arena of spirituality.  Think about the children of Israel exiting from centuries of slavery in Egypt.  What mindsets did they possess?  What mindsets challenged them as they walked away from all they knew in Egypt as they headed towards the Promised Land?  Once in the Promised Land, mindsets, again, needed to change for them to grasp the concept of taking and holding that land for themselves.  Our opening scripture gives us an example of a mindset Joshua must embrace.

Joshua 1:9

“9 Have not I commanded you?  Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be dismayed: for YeHoVaH your God [is] with you wheresoever you go.”

In looking at surrounding scripture, we find a description of their present reality, the challenge ahead, as well as YeHoVaH’s instructions to Joshua:

Joshua 1:1-8

“1 Now after the death of Moses the servant of YeHoVaH it came to pass, that YeHoVaH spoke unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ minister, saying, 2 Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you, and all this people, unto the land which I do give to them, [even] to the children of Israel.

3 Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I said unto Moses.  4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and unto the great sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your coast.

5 There shall not any man be able to stand before you all the days of your life: as I was with Moses, [so] I will be with you: I will not fail you, nor forsake you.  6 Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shall you divide for an inheritance the land, which I swore unto their fathers to give them.

7 Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded you: turn not from it [to] the right hand or [to] the left, that you may prosper wheresoever you go.  8 This book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth; but you shall meditate therein day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then you shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall have good success.”


Moses, the great leader of the Israelites, died.  Joshua, his successor, must lead the children of Israel forward into the Promised Land.  Yet this was not a simple task.  It meant war! 


Were the Israelites raised for confrontation in their environment?  Were they trained to move directly forward, head on into conflicts with the Egyptians to remove them if they impeded their goals? Hardly! The Israelites, including Joshua, lived as slaves within the Egyptian Empire. 

As an enslaved people they had a subjugated mindset.  Egypt oppressed, demeaned, and forced them to do the will of Pharaoh.  That subjugated mindset must change if they are to enter the Promised Land and live as conquerors! 

A mindset change must, indeed, take place!  They must rise above the thinking of their earlier situation in Egypt.  To embrace the freedom they desired, they must learn to live free, including to embrace the mindsets that overcome the slave mentality.  

After the death of Moses, YeHoVaH chose a new leader amongst them, one who, under Moses, made the transition from forced slavery to true liberty, willingly serving the Most High God in holiness.  After the death of Moses, God calls Joshua to arise and come to the front.  He must become like a polished shaft in the hand of the living God and fearlessly lead the people of Israel into the Promised Land. 
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