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Among the shadows, a silhouette of a woman slit Marian’s throat. A thud was heard on the floor.

A year later...

Robin had entered into matrimonial vows with a lady who goes by the name of Malin. They were blessed with a son named Adi and a daughter named Janie. However, Robin was not privileged to have entered a marriage of his own volition after the grievous loss of his beloved Marian. He was impelled to decide by an ultimatum proposed by his father, which left him with no choice but to marry the lady chosen for him.

John hugged the children.

“Oh, Lady Loxley is always working late,” Lydia said.

“No, just checking everything,” Malin said as she looked at the papers. 

Lydia, the children’s maid, took the children to bed before it got too late for bedtime. John waited for the children and Lydia to leave the room.

“Where’s Robin?” John asked.

“He’s somewhere; he usually doesn’t tell me where he goes,” Malin answered, as if it were a daily occurrence in the house.

“Oh, okay,” John forced a smile. “I should go then, thank you,” and walked away.

Robin was walking home when he saw John leaving his house. They talked for a bit about his matrimonial issues and his disgust about his situation.

“You are still punishing your wife, Marian’s gone, Robin,” John said.

“I did what I had to, to marry her and have children with her, what else would you have me do?” Robin yelled.

“Love her, at least try,” John said as they both sighed. 

Meanwhile, Malin was making sure that everything was locked away, paper works put together where they were supposed to. But there was this unpleasant thought about Robin as he was still not home when he should have.
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