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January 13, 2021

...

There is nothing humane about the human.  The humane always seems to be elsewhere...hidden from those that are charged to be its' carriers.  The ones made in the humane image.

This was the year of sickness.  This was the year of death.  This was the year that I learned to stop counting the years...and learned to keep the faith.

These are the words that mattered.

J.
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Nothing moves my heart like Jesus.

Despite my many disagreements with him, Mitt Romney is a man of God. I have tremendous respect for his decision to convict today.

My latest art: The Black Christ. - A Repurposed Painting of a White Jesus

Really proud of this one. Every movement felt like a prayer. + It’s 5 feet tall (my biggest yet)

Pass me not, O gentle Savior

Hear my humble cry

While on others Thou art calling

Do not pass me by

Emily (39) / The Baddest Momma Around

Do you feel guilty for skipping church? No, I actually feel quite rested.

Is COVID-19 God’s fault?

Were you there when they crucified my Queen? #GoodFriday

Some big shit is about to go down. #HolySaturday

God got up. #Easter #Resurrection

Payday lenders have to be amongst the vilest of humans to ever exist.

+In addition to being a beloved professor and patient mother of five hyper-hyperactive young children, Emily just published a textbook that will be used by hundreds of thousands of students each year. Badass.

I’m currently hospitalized with COVID-19.

Back from the Dead. #Covid19 #ProofofLife

#CooperCreek

Latest Sculpture: “The Martyr.”

NASA - National Aeronautics and Space Administration

/ SpaceX have reminded me once more of the beauty of exploring all of God’s creation.

“No Justice, No Peace.”

There are few greater evils than blaming the marginalized and oppressed for their marginalization and oppression.

Word for the week: If people ain’t talkin’ shit...you ain’t doin’ shit.

Blessed.

New #Backyard .

Help me with this. We hire random people (with all of their prejudices) that want to be cops. We give them guns. We train them to use them. We allow them to use deadly force at their discretion. Then, we are surprised when they kill someone. Have we ever considered that our reliance on guns (and police for that matter) might also be a problem?

A Confession: I talk a tremendous amount of shit on United Methodists...but when something happens...they are always the first persons to call/message. Thank you.

Saint. #RBG

Prayers for #Ren #TheCannon / Xi is the most dangerous dictator in the world {.}

Mitch Mitchell was the best print journalist in DFW {.} Despite his contemporary absence, I know that I will see my dear friend again. We talked about such a meeting in the air many times.

Police brutality.

Spent today with my 92yo Grandfather. #grateful

2 Hoods 2 Glasses Wearers

God is not mocked. We will reap what we sow. *The carnage of Black America should haunt us all.

Mike Pence had to drive right past us twice (over a dozen of us/huge crowd in NorthWestern NC). Proud to have had a hand in organizing this. This won’t be our last protest Ashe Indivisible. Keep the faith/courage.

If I believed in hell, I would say one of the hottest corners is reserved for Donald Trump. #democracy

‘Stealing hundreds of thousands of votes would require a conspiracy on the scale of a James Bond movie. That isn’t going to happen.’ -Karl Rove

2 Chronicles 7:14 - if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.

Let it begin today.

#BidenHarris2020

FYI: This is why people think that Christians are a joke.

“This sucks.”

“Could you please stop?”

“Why are we doing this?”

The Annual Thanksgiving Table Homily...

Love.

Good Morning from Zionville, North Carolina.

Why do we kill people who kill people and think that we are teaching people not to kill? #evil 

Few people have more embodied what it means to be most fully human. Kiss an angel good morning brother Charley. I miss you already. The GOAT.

#CharleyPride

Far and away, the best popular article I have ever read about THE LUNACY & EVIL of CANCEL CULTURE. In her decades of activism, Professor Ross has been on the front lines of nearly every major social movement. Yet, there will be those who try to cancel her simply because she is asking them to put down their guns.

Merry Christmas! & It's Cold as Shit Up Here.

Phillip & I hiking the Appalachian Trail.

On the Death of Jack Dillard. / My Grandfather.

Fuck this bullshit. God is not mocked. Those who continue following Trump will suffer the same consequences as he. #treason

January 6, 2020

God Don't Wear a Damn Police Uniform...Chief Kraus
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"The shooting at a White Settlement church last Sunday that left two men dead has rocked communities of faith, leaving many to wonder how congregants can feel safe again in their places of worship.

Fort Worth Police Chief Ed Kraus is asking officers who attend faith services to do what they can to add a sense of security by wearing their uniforms.

Kraus took to Twitter late Friday to implore his officers belonging to a religion to wear their uniforms to service, ideally after they first ask their faith leaders if it’s OK. The simple act, suggested by Assistant Chief Charles Ramirez, will make congregants feel safer and serve as a deterrent to those who intend harm, Kraus said in a series of tweets."

Fort Worth chief urges officers to wear uniforms to faith services after church shooting

January 4, 2020 / Fort Worth Star-Telegram

https://www.star-telegram.com/news/local/fort-worth/article238966753.html
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Each second brought deeper fear.  The night highlighted the blue lights.  In the rearview, the cop approached.  Without saying why, he asked them to step out of the car.  The situation grew more and more physical...until they were in the back of the cruiser.  For what seemed like an eternity, the cop went through every single inch of their vehicle.  It seemed that he did site tests on everything he could find.  Repeatedly, he came back to the car to taunt them.  Ultimately, the cop didn't find anything.  This seemed to only make him angrier.  They weren't sure they were going to make it out alive...until they did.  The cop's hot breath was sill wafting in their nostrils as they slowly drove away.  Too scared to speak...they drove straight home.  Too scared to cry...they went straight to bed.  Too scared to be alone...they went to church the next morning.

Sitting in the back row, they listened for a word from God.  Leaning forward, they thought they might be hearing something.  Then, the terror returned.  Standing right next to the altar was the same officer...in uniform...who had roughed them up the night before.  They didn't hear anything else.  When the intimacy of communion was offered, they ran out the back door.  

Chief Kraus is ignorant of the fact that his officers don't always make people feel safe.

God don't wear no damn police uniform...Chief Kraus...

...and nor should anyone in our churches.

Amen.
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January 13, 2020

Confessions at the Cross

––––––––

[image: ]


Though the Evangelical Movement has often been unable to ascertain the difference between their collective ass and a hole in the ground, they have courageously refused to cede the crucifixion to the demythologizing fantasies of their secular enemies and for that we should all be grateful.  For it is at the cross, that we come face to face with what it means to be human...and even more...what it means to be divine.  Golgotha is not an attractive destination...but surely it is the destination of all who choose to believe in the transcendence of divinity or the transcendence of love.  I hate the church.  By church, I mean that huge evangelical church across the street.  When I see those dumbass slogans in flashing lights, I just want to blow my breakfast all over myself.  I hate that shit.  Try as I might, I can't ignore them.  Not too long ago, I noticed the cross on top of the church.  The crucifixion drew me in.  In that moment, I heard the voice of my creator, "Would you die for them?"  Immediately, my mind went to the glorious martyrdom of Bonhoeffer.  Then, I started thinking about the less glorious scenario of dying for a bunch of cheese dicks at the local evangelical church.  With that, I turned up the damn radio as loud as I could.  For that, I repent.  God didn't get to choose who he was going to die for.  God just died.  The Evangelical Movement has constantly reminded me that the crucifixion is an invitation to follow God...an invitation to die...no matter what.  Forgive us for living beyond that...them...

Amen. 
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January 26, 2020

The Power of Social Ethics / On Robin Lovin

These thoughts were adapted from the work of social ethicist Dr. Robin Lovin.  In fact, this is an attempt to create a brief description of his thought.  Lovin was important in the development of my early theological understandings of the self and the other.  I guess you could say that his work was a launching point for my journey into more explosive things.
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“When we encounter a gracious God in the midst of actual ethical life, that life becomes our own, probably for the very first time.  We need no longer live according to someone else’s pattern, but we can find the goals and virtues that allow us to live a good life in our own situation...We are free to live by the rules and commitments that make a good life possible, instead of trying to justify ourselves according to someone else...So ethics, instead of being a way to defend ourselves, becomes a way to love our neighbors and a way to love God as well.“

-Christian Ethics, 125 
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Social ethics is about loving the neighbor as we love our self.  Is this not the definition of what it means to be most human?  Social ethics is both an individualistic and collective task.  We must never trample the other.  We cannot be well until the other is well.  We is the path to me...the path to holiness or wholeness.  The commandment of love guides us in the task.

A society cannot function without social ethics...and we are going to constantly be called upon to decide what is ethical.  Sometimes the path to righteousness is obscured by he path to self-righteousness.  The greatest temptation is always to totalize our experience at the expense of the other.  We are not ethical if we think we are the embodiment of ethics.  Therefore, the study of social ethics is important to help us learn the beauty of denying the self...and opening the heart to the neighbor.  Indeed...you one can't be ethical alone.  People are our only ethical guides.

We are called to be salt and light.  The age makes no difference.  The place makes no difference.  The cost makes no difference.  We are called to be salt and light.  Social ethics is the center of the spiritual life...because without it...we have no center from which to begin. God is the power of social ethics that pulls us ever closer to God .
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Amen.

bio: https://www.abingdonpress.com/authors/robin_w_lovin/
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January 28, 2020

The Definition of Justice: Love or Revenge // Howard Thurman v. Michael Bell
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Howard Thurman, in his Jesus and the Disinherited, and Michael Bell, in his God Hates Fags, have different ways of talking about the construction of oppression, enemies, and what one should do after the construction of such enemies.  Such constructions determine if the work will actually lead to a sustainable peace or if the work will lead to the continuation physical and emotional violence.  How one defines and treats their enemies speaks to whether or not they see their enemies as human or not.  If the enemy is not seen as human, then there seems to be little hope for lasting solutions where people learn to love each other and live together.  Understanding the author’s construction of oppression, formulation of enemy, and response to enemy are important to understanding the ethical points that the author is making, either implicitly or explicitly.

In Jesus and the Disinherited, Howard Thurman argues that the religion of Jesus must respond to “the poor, the dispossessed, and the disinherited” (36).  Previously in the text, Thurman beckoned, “What does our religion to those with their backs against the wall?” (13).  Judging from his time, social location, and some textual clues, one must assume that he was speaking to black people during the Civil Rights Movement, but the text is broad enough to apply to all people with their backs against the wall.  In my opinion, this is where the beauty of Thurman lies, in the broadness of his message and the ability to apply it to both the oppressed and the oppressor.  In the message of a Jewish Palestinian peasant, Thurman found salvation and argues that those with their backs against the wall can find their salvation in his message as well.  Thurman calls the religion of Jesus, where one is taught to ‘love their enemy,’ “a survival technique for the oppressed” (29).  Thurman’s survival technique is both practical and spiritual in its application for people of all oppressed backgrounds.  “Wherever the Spirit appears, the oppressed gather fresh courage...” to ‘love their enemies’ and their self (29).  The Spirit speaks to liberate all.  For Thurman, “loving your enemy” is a step toward liberation. 

In God Hates Fags, Michael Cobb uses the hate speech of Westboro Baptist Church (i.e. God Hates Fags) to speak to larger problems and trends in public policy in the United States.  “It is important to recognize the public, doctrinal, and political gains opposition to ‘homosexuality’ has provided for Christian organizations, not to mention the Republican Party” (3).  The hate speech also speaks to a larger fight over what it means to be ‘American.’  “Strong religious words about such an uncomfortable topic such as queer sexuality not only unite sexually conservative people across economic classes, ethnicities, and races, but are part of a tradition of collective rhetorical expressions of what it means to be an ‘American’” (6).  Cobb argues that hate speech is helpful for constructing enemies.  “Religious language...serves the United States as it continues to evolve into a coercive, extralegal empire that needs enemies inside and outside its borders” (30).  For Cobb, identifying the enemy is the core ethical starting point.  Next, working to gain power over your enemies is the next step and ultimate goal.  Learning how to “love your enemies” is not part of his calculus.

Besides the difference in genre, I would contend that the reason that these two books sound very different in tone and outcome is because they take two different paths to construct the oppressed, the formulation of enemies, and responses to oppression.  Howard Thurman constructs the oppressed as the people with “their backs against the wall” (13).  This definition allows for great inclusivity as to who the oppressed are.  Michael Cobb identifies the oppressed as queer folk, which he never really defines.  This definition is assumed to speak to a particular group, but we don’t know who that group includes.  Speaking to a particular group is not the problem.  Speaking for one group to the dehumanization of the other group is the problem, because you are doing the same thing you are accusing others of.  When constructing enemies, the authors speak differently as well.  Howard Thurman grants wide latitude to who the oppressor is and therefore who the enemy is.  The ambiguity of Thurman’s work leaves space to imagine the oppressed and the oppressor inhabiting the same person.  Michael Cobb states that the enemy is Westboro Baptist Church, the Republican Party, Christian organizations, the United States government, and a few other entities.  Cobb is very interested in cohesive enemies that all seem to flow from the language of Westboro Baptist Church.  Howard Thurman encourages a “love your enemy” response to instances of oppression.  Michael Cobb encourages a winning at all costs perspective, including lying if necessary (148).  The texts seem to point in starkly different directions and toward starkly different responses with regard to the construction of oppression, formulation of enemies, and response to enemies.  Judging the texts based on ethics one must ask, which conclusion seems to point to a more lasting justice and peace that values both the redeemed oppressed and oppressor as human?  For me, the answer is obvious.  
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Howard Thurman: Jesus and The Disinherited

https://www.amazon.com/Jesus-Disinherited-Howard-Thurman/dp/0807010294

Michael Bell: God Hates Fags

https://www.amazon.com/God-Hates-Fags-Rhetorics-Religious-dp-0814716695/dp/0814716695/ref=mt_paperback?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=1580280756

January 31, 2020
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A BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF RACIAL INCLUSION
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Someone recently asked me to construct a theology of racial inclusion based on the Bible.  This is what I came up with...
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Introduction
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“The Bible says plain as day that white people are chosen by God...  It's absolutely of the devil to say otherwise...  Haven’t you been listening to the preacher?  Blacks are just not on the same level when it comes to God.”  These comments occasionally filled my brain when I was child.  Thankfully, God saved me.  I embraced a spirit of resistance from a very young age.

“How can Christians be so racist?”  This is one of the most pivotal questions facing the modern church.  The Bible is not silent on this subject...on the contrary.  The Bible speaks loud and clear.  
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The Image of God
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So God created man in his own image, in the image of God...God created them...  Genesis 1:27

Humanity is made in God’s image.  Each person is the great climax of God’s creation.  There is no differentiation.  We are all made in the Image of God.  The importance of this statement cannot be overstated.  The one thing that makes humanity distinct from all other creatures is the nature of its' relationship with God.  Humanity has a limitless capacity for fellowship and communion with God.  While this is certainly the case with regard to race, it is also true of any other identity characteristic for that matter.  This capacity is given to all humanity.  There is absolutely no partiality or differentiation with God.  Humanity...all of humanity...is the image of God.  
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The Argument For Destruction of the Image (and Its Unifying Quality) Based On Sin
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Sin came into the world through one man and death through sin.  Rom 5:12 

No one does good, not even one.  Rom 3:12

––––––––
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Many have attempted to make the argument that the image of God was totally destroyed in Eden and has presented itself, through restoration, more fully in some people than others.  Those who make such arguments provide cover for racism and other types of violence.  God cannot be destroyed...and God was made to be in us.  To reject another is to reject God.  How could anyone claim to love God and be a racist?  It's not possible.  The Image of God is alive and well in all of us.  The only thing that is being destroyed is the irrational hate that we have toward each other.  The Bible makes it very plain.

As early as Genesis 9:6, after sin had entered the world and was at its height before the flood, Noah is told that murder is wrong because all men are made in God’s image.  This shows that even the vilest of humans have tremendous value before God.  Paul asserts that all humans have the responsibility component of the image of God in two direct verses in Romans.  Romans 1:20 that all men stand equally before God without excuse.  Paul goes on to state in Romans 2:14-15 states: “Even the Gentiles, who have not the law, have the law written on their hearts.”  These verses combined with the weight of verses of the collective verses on this subject make it very hard to argue that the image of God was completely destroyed in anyone, much less in a particular race.  There is undoubtedly reason for unity around the collective image of God even before Christ comes into the mix.
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Christ is the exact likeness of the unseen God.  Colossians 1:15

God’s purpose in the union with Christ makes us children of God so that we might be conformed to the image of His Son.  Romans 8:29

One puts on the new self, through Christ, which is in the process of being made new in the likeness of our creator.  Colossians 3:10

––––––––
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Even if one tries to argue that the image of God and its unifying qualities were destroyed at the fall, Christ is the trump card.  There is no way to get around scripture after scripture that humans are all united in the person of Christ/God.  When God saves us, we are fully bound to God and we take on God's qualities.  This binding allows God to see us through the prism of Jesus/love.  The Bible gives no evidence that race is seen through the prism of Jesus.  It is ludicrous to say otherwise.  Christ is the exact likeness of the unseen God and therefore the perfection of His image.  If we are bound to the likeness of Christ/God then there is no argument of differentiation based on race available.  To deny the fullness of God in anyone who is bound to God is not only wrong...it is heretical.
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