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Chapter 1

PAINFUL LOSS

My name is Victoria Aldescu.
My twin sister Valeria and I were hiding underneath our bed with
invisibility spells that our mother cast on us as soon as she
sensed the vampire hunters.

She told us that no matter
what happened to them, we had to stay underneath the bed until they
were gone.

My sister and I covered our
mouths, so the hunters did not hear our screams when four of them
restrained our father with a silver cross. They threw buckets of
holy water all over his body, making him burst into
flames.

The remaining two hunters
cut off our mother’s head; that way, she was not able to cast any
spells against them.

After they were done with
their savage murders, they left, leaving a pool of blood and ashes
behind them.

Valeria and I were only six
years old, and we did not know what to do. Even if the hunters were
gone, we were too afraid to get out of our hiding place.

“I am scared,
Victoria!”

“I am scared, too, Valeria!
We need to tell Aunt Kate what happened.”

Valeria and I knew some
basic magic and were able to cast a transporting spell that took us
to our aunt’s home.

“Aunt Kate, Aunt
Kate!”

Aunt Kate was playing the
piano when we arrived. She knew something was wrong.

“What is it, girls? Why are
you here by yourselves?”

“The vampire hunters killed
Mom and Dad! Mom cast invisibility spells on us and asked us to
hide underneath our bed; that is why they did not kill us,
too!”

As soon as Aunt Kate heard
about the murders, she started crying along with us. We mourned
them for months, until one day, Aunt Kate made an
announcement.

“Victoria, Valeria, since I
am a witch like your mother was, I am going to teach you both all
my magic spells and how to make potions. Your mother gave me two
special magic wands for you to keep in my house until your tenth
birthday.

“I am sure your mother will
be okay with me giving them to you now, even if your tenth birthday
is four years away.

“You need to be prepared to
help me capture the vampire hunters that killed your parents and my
only sister.”

Valeria and I nodded a ‘yes’
to what she was saying, and afterwards, I decided to make a
request.

“Aunt Kate, Valeria and I
were wondering if you can please tell us again how Mom and Dad
met.

“It will make us feel
better, remembering happy times.”

“I will be glad to tell you
the story again, girls. When your mother was nineteen years old,
she traveled to Romania with a group of friends because they all
wanted to see Dracula’s Castle.

“As soon as your mother saw
the handsome tour guide dressed like a vampire, she fell in love
with him.

“Your father said that it
was love at first sight for him, too. After the tour was over, he
asked her out for dinner.

“Your mother couldn’t be
happier and accepted his invitation. Later on that night, your
father told her the truth about being a real vampire. He promised
not to hurt her under any circumstances; your father didn’t think
she was going to want to see him again with his
revelation.

“To his surprise, she told
him she was a witch and didn’t care if he was a vampire.

“They got married in
Romania, and he moved to California to please your mother, who
wanted to live close to me here in Big Bear Lake.

“She got pregnant right
away, and the two of you were born one beautiful
morning.”
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