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Description:

The internet has provided the freedom and the opportunity for many people who are unable to work full time in conventional jobs to earn a living. In this article we will look at and discuss in detail four real opportunities for making money working from home on the internet. These are not fantasies but proven methods and techniques which have returned goof financial results. They will not make you a millionaire of even wealthy - unless you really do strike it lucky - but they will generate a comfortable living wage. Of course like everything there are conditions – hard work, dedication and professionalism – are prerequisites to a successful online career, but it is not nearly as difficult as you might imagine.

In this article we will discuss five ways; Freelancing; Blogging for cash; Self-Publishing; Making training & information videos; and finally writing academic essays and papers.
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Freelancing

There is a huge market out there for people with knowledge or personnel skills that can work remotely. These skills such as programming, writing, website design, accountancy and graphic design are all in big demand. The reason for this demand is many companies often only require certain skillsets for one of work or projects so they go to freelancer sites such as Guru, eLance and oDesk to hire people with those skills. 

If you have any of those skills computer orientated, business or graphic design skills then you will find work will come pretty easily. There is of course competition but that is where your presentation and resume skills need to be polished up. The way these sites work is that employers will either post a job for freelancers’ to bid for, or search the database of freelance profiles to find what they are looking for and then contact the freelancer directly with an offer of work or invite them to bid. 

Building a Portfolio

Before you start to bid it is crucial to build a quality portfolio that represents your skill sets. This can be a bit problematic if your skills are wide ranging say in many computer programming languages. However at least have some representations of your work in the portfolio as often a potential employer will simply pass you by if you do not.

Sending Samples

Be very suspicious of sending samples to prospective employers unless they contact you and ask you personally. Many times unscrupulous fake employers will advertise a job and demand that written samples on the similar subjects are submitted with the bid. Of course the job doesn’t exist and they are simply harvesting free content.

How much can I make?

On freelance sites the work varies dependent on skill sets however typically a writer can earn anything from $6 to $40 per 1000 words. If reasonably busy then around $1K -$2K dollars a month is obtainable.

The bid Process

The basic bid process unfortunately is where it gets a bid of a bad name for here it becomes a race to the bottom with everyone trying to outbid one another by placing lower and lower prices. This is just madness but it is understandable. One of the reasons it happens is globalization. Freelancers from many different countries all with different GDP’s are competing for the same job but with different financial expectations and requirements. The harsh reality is that the cost of living in the USA or Europe is far greater than it is in South East Asia for example. However that is no reason to lower your price!

Don’t sell yourself short!

There are Employers, believe it or not, who are not always looking for the cheapest deal they are looking for a reliable and honest freelancer that will carry out quality work diligently and on time. These employers are admittedly in the minority but they are there in sufficient number to allow you to be selective regards which jobs you bid for. The general rule is to bid for work posted by employers from the same cultural background. It doesn’t matter your current location you could be in Timbuktu or on a beach in Thailand.  Employers like to work with people who understand the same work ethic as themselves and will pay a premium to employ that person. The internet may have become a global marketplace for potential employment and services but employers are often still reluctant to hire cheap freelancers from a different culture.

The Key to Success

The key to success with Freelancing is professionalism do the work diligently and deliver on time. Work may be slow and hard to get initially but when it does come in make sure to treat it as a showcase piece of work. If you can fulfill the work, on-time and deliver reliably you will be awarded recommendations and then the job invites will start to come in.  

One very important aspect of Freelancing is to keep your profile up to date and complete. The sites are always adding new features to the freelancers’ profile sections which can easily be overlooked leaving an incomplete profile – which can look strange to a potential employer.

One thing to be aware off when Freelancing is it can at times be a bit of a feast or a famine, so expect to work sometimes 72 hours juggling three or four jobs whilst catching a few hours of sleep. It will be horrible. However it isn’t half as horrible as the days that roll on with no work and no money coming in! 

Self-Publishing

The huge surge in self-publishing that has occurred over the last five years doesn’t appear to show any signs of abating. In fact it seems to be picking up during 2013 and 2014 with Amazon and SmashBooks publishing record number of new books each month. However, is there a market for new authors and can money be made?

Catching the Market

Despite what you may hear there actually is a still a vibrant market for eBooks. The catch is of course is that just like the paperback versions only a few books out of the thousands published will sell more than a handful of copies. Unfortunately it is slightly worse with eBooks you may do well to sell any books outside of your circle of family and friends. But don’t despair there are ways to improve the odds in your favor. The problem is though it takes time, effort and a budget.

The difference between books that sell and those that don’t are down purely to genre, quality and marketing but perhaps not in that precise order. 

Genre

The sage advice handed out on most author forums such as Amazon’s KDP is that if you are going to write and publish and eBook - with financial gain being the prime motivator - then choose the genre carefully. Do research and find out what is selling, and in which genre. Fashion changes over time but it is reasonably consistent, so you should still have time to jump on the bandwagon. After all, the goal here is to make some money not be an international bestseller. 

So what Genres’ sell?

The most popular and welcoming for new authors and for actually selling eBooks - is unfortunately one of the hardest to write - is erotica. It can be mainstream, or hardcore, gay or straight it doesn’t seem to matter. All the sub-genre seems equally popular. 

The other popular, but fortunately much easier to write, is the standard romance genre. Again there are a host of sub-genres that will entail some research but luckily romance is one of the most formulaic of genres – and sub genres. So stick to the formula, romance is not a genre to start being creative. 

Speaking of being creative, Sci-Fi and Fantasy are another favorite, as is horror. Horror, however, is a perfect example of how it is so easy to make a simple misjudgment through not doing any due diligence. Classic horror is a definite waste of time, it is dominated by the famous best-selling authors and new authors are ignored. However horror has interesting sub genres which are very accommodation to new authors, zombie and pop art vampires are extremely popular and new authors sell well.
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