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DEDICATION

This book of poems is lovingly dedicated to
my deceased husband, James W. Jones, the love of my life for 60
years. When I first began writing poems, he constantly provided me
support. His encouragement supplied the confidence to believe in
myself and to continue writing.

Jimmy was an amazing Christian; devoted to
his Savior and Lord. Over his lifespan, he daily lived out the
essence of each poem and its truths. I praise God for blessing me
with a husband who knew, expressed and shared such abiding love. I
miss him greatly and await our reunion.
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“Whatever you do, work at it with all
your heart,

as working for the Lord, not for men”
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 INTRODUCTION

Poetry is painting that speaks

Painting is silent poetry

Echoes From My
Heart is a compilation of poems I have
been writing for many years. It’s a collection of poems inspired
throughout my life’s challenges and joys. My family and friends
offered continuous inspiration and encouragement.

Thank you for purchasing this book, and I
hope it touched you in some way. The poems are divided into nine
topics, so you can choose to read the poems in any order. Each
topic page has a scripture to share God’s word for the upcoming
poems. Read these poems at your leisure or when you need a reminder
of God’s blessings and grace.

I’d like to share another ‘Echo’ with you.
After the costs of publishing and distribution are met, the
remaining profit of my book will be donated to the Florida United
Methodist Children’s Home in Deltona, FL.

I pray that when my life is over and every
bit of my talent gone, that I say to God, “I used up everything you
gave me.”


 FAITH
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Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the

author and perfecter of our faith…

 


 


Hebrews12:2a


He Is Always
Near

 At times in the midst of problems

Of God’s presence we’re not aware

Our mind is filled with worldly things

But solutions won’t be found there.

 


Feeling frightened and alone

We look heavenward and cry out

“Lord, where in the world are you?”

Voices filled with disparaging doubt.

 


Immediately we hear his reply

“I never left; I stayed right here

And while we’re on this subject

Where and why did you disappear?”

 


Our balance of life is restored

Now our burdens on Him we cast

Vowing in His presence to stay

Knowing Christ’s promises hold fast.


Restored Faith

 How easy it is to keep the faith

When all is running our way

But the true test comes when all is
flawed

And despair and defeat crowd our day.

 


We battle against sin’s depression

Which saps our strength and our will

We’re rendered impotent and beaten

Till His voice fills the night so still.

 


The solution is really so simple

Speak His name softly in prayer

He’s there beside you instantly

Erasing your worry and care.

 


Life is still rugged but faith is
restored

We resume our journey in peace

Wrapped up in Christ’s mantle of love

As to Him each day we release.



Victory

God is in His heaven

But, not all is right with the world

Its prince is wily Satan

Whose sins about us swirl.

 


Christ is in the world, not of it

When Satan tempted Jesus thrice

Jesus Christ rebuked the devil

When on the cross He paid our price.

 


Many trials and troubles come

Read the newspaper; hear the news

We run around in circles

While all about us unglues.

 


Some think with wealth and power

The world will soon be theirs

We’re shocked by horrific events

But know that Jesus still cares.

 


To gain the world, but lose our souls

How foolish that would be

For Christ takes our doom and gloom

And turns them into victory.



Armor of God

We are not defenseless against evil

God enables us to stand firm

He girds us with His full armor

To fight sin… Satan’s germ.

 


We buckle on the belt of truth

And speak in love to one another

Put on the breastplate of righteousness

Showing concern for each other.

 


With faith’s shield we can resist Satan

And Christ’s helmet proclaims salvation

The sword of the Spirit is God’s Word

Providing us with faith and inspiration.

 


Pray constantly for all God’s saints

Always mindful of Satan’s wiles

Battle injustice and suffering

While the lost, Jesus reconciles.

 


When we don the whole armor of God

His presence strengthens and sustains

With praise and reverence rely on His
power

For yesterday, today, forever God
reigns.


Christ’s Family

 Before we became

Children of God

We were prisoners of Satan’s mind

We followed the way

Of this lurid world

And were sinful, selfish, unkind.

 


We labored to win

Approval from those

Who daily crossed our path

Those much like us

Awaiting judgment

Christ’s forgiveness not yet hath.

 


No matter how good

And saintly we lived

We were still outside Christ’s door

Until we entered

And fell on our knees

“Christ forgive my sins,” we’d implore.

 


Through his mercy and grace

The blood Christ shed

We were saved from sin, set free

How great His love

He shares with us all

Who abide in Christ’s holy family.



Our Prayer

We pray, “Thy kingdom come, Lord,

On earth as it is in Heaven.”

But if this is to come to pass

We each must be the leaven

Used to raise the Bread of Life

Add flavor and substance too

This is our God-given mission

Letting the Master’s love shine through.

 


“Give us this day our daily bread,”

Just necessities, Lord, not a lot

Only you know what’s truly needed

Make us satisfied with what we’ve got

Lord, “Forgive us as we forgive

The trespasses of our brother.”

For only in so doing this

Are we able to love one another.

 


“Lead us not into temptation

Deliver us from evil, Lord.”

Help us be strong and faithful

As we cover ourselves with the Word.

“For thine is the kingdom forever,”

Which means we will have eternal life

What great promises you’ve given us

No more sorrow, pain or strife.


He Calms the Storms

 Have you ever been caught in a storm

With claps of thunder and lightning

The angry wind, the rain so cold

Its force and fury so frightening?

 


While nature’s forces can destroy

Christ commands the wind and wave

He opens out His arms to us

And provides the safety we crave.
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