
  
    [image: Other Places]
  


  
    
      
        [image: Half Title]
      

    

  


  
    
      
        [image: Title Page]
      

    

  


  
    
      To Kate

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Published in Great Britain

        By

        Magenta Dawn

        PACE House, Little Balmer, Buckingham MK18 1TF

      

        

      
        Copyright © 2016 by Adrian Sturgess.

        All rights reserved. No portion of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted at any time or by any means

        mechanical, electronic, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior written permission of the publisher

      

        

      
        The right of Adrian Sturgess to be identified as the author of this work has been asserted by him in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents act 1988

      

        

      
        A CIP record of this book is available from the British Library

         

        First Printed 2016

        This Edition 2025

         

        Cover Art: Jessica Allain

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            PART ONE - POEMS OF PASSION
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            THROUGH SHIMMERING WOODLAND LIGHT

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        Through shimmering woodland light,

        In Autumn,

        I walked with you in a dream.

        And the evening light

        Dripped from the trees

        And bathed your skin

        In a golden hue.

        Our hands were clasped,

        Our hearts were one

        And the beauty around us

        Shone in your eyes.

      

        

      
        In the cool still air,

        I could hear you breathing

        And I felt you were there.

        I squeezed your hand,

        But it was gone

        And my head was spinning.

      

        

      
        I woke to a cold and empty room.

        And, in the milky light

        Of the autumn moon,

        I remembered the sound

        Of your breathing.

      

        

      
        (C.1993)

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            ONCE I LOVED…

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        The fruit of passion, once plucked,

        Full ripe and golden,

        From the orchards of Aphrodite,

        Trades celibate immortality

        And the serene purity,

        Of a cloister high under the eye of the gods,

        For a journey full in the face of the storm.

        The agony and the ecstasy.

        The perfumed rose and the cruellest thorn.

      

        

      
        Once, I loved so much

        That, as a clenched iron fist,

        My passion reached,

        To caress my belovéd with a silken touch.

        And, as I pulled her close for a kiss of amour,

        The beating of her heart was as an icy sea,

        Pounding like thunder on a distant shore.

      

        

      
        Cruelty lies where love can touch so deep,

        To leave a never-healing wound.

        For the fruit of passion, though plucked at leisure,

        Once plucked, must be consumed.

      

        

      
        (C.1978)
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