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All characters and names used in this book are fictional. While the events and experiences are based on real-life situations, the identities of the individuals have been changed to protect their privacy.
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Abstract
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This book explores the complex issues of youth crime, drug abuse, and the importance of second chances in Shanzu, Mombasa. Drawing on real-life inspired experiences, it examines the root causes of youth involvement in crime, including poverty, school dropouts, broken families, peer pressure, and lack of parental supervision.

Through the stories of fictional characters such as Kevin Mwangi and Eric Barasa, the book highlights the challenges faced by young people and the social factors that contribute to criminal behavior. It also emphasizes the role of rehabilitation, community support, and education in helping youth reintegrate into society. The book aims to raise awareness, provide insights for policymakers, and inspire hope for young people seeking a second chance.
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Dedication
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This book is dedicated to all the young people growing up in difficult environments, especially those in Shanzu and other similar communities. To those who have been misunderstood, judged, and labeled because of their circumstance this book is for you. I also dedicate this work to those who lost their lives due to crime, drugs, and violence. Your stories are not forgotten.

“No matter how dark the past is, the future still holds light.
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This book is based on real-life experiences and observations drawn from growing up in Shanzu, Mombasa, an area that has faced significant challenges related to youth crime and drug abuse. Having moved from Baringo County at a very young age, I was exposed to an environment where many young people struggled with poverty, lack of opportunities, and limited guidance. Over time, I witnessed how these factors contributed to involvement in crime and substance abuse.
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