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AUTHOR’S NOTE

THIS BOOK GREW OUT of a sermon preached many years ago, but the truth it addresses has only become more urgent with time.

The danger of mistaking activity for God’s presence, success for God’s approval, and men for God’s glory is not new. It simply wears more polished clothing today. My prayer is that these pages will gently but firmly redirect hearts—not toward a method, a movement, or a man—but toward the holy presence of God Himself.

This is not a call to abandon ministry, leadership, or service. It is a call to remember what those things are meant to point toward.

When God fills the house, even good men must sit down.

INTRODUCTION

What Do We Mean When We Say “God’s Glory”?

Most Christians today speak easily about the glory of the Lord. We sing about it. We pray for it. We even say we want to see it. But for all of our talk, I am not convinced that we truly understand what the glory of the Lord is—or what it is not.

If we are honest, we have a tendency to label certain experiences as God’s glory without stopping to ask whether Scripture would agree with us. When a crowd gathers, we say God showed up. When a sermon moves us, we say God’s glory was present. When a building is finished, a program succeeds, or a service runs smoothly, we often point to those things as evidence that the Lord has revealed His glory among us.

But those conclusions are usually drawn from our preferences, not from the Word of God.

The danger is not that we desire God’s glory. That is a good and right desire. The danger is that when we misunderstand what God’s glory truly is, we begin looking for it in the wrong places. And when we do that long enough, we can mistake human success for divine presence.

The passage before us—1 Kings 8:1–11—does not leave us guessing. It records one of the most important worship gatherings in Israel’s history: the dedication of Solomon’s Temple. Everything that could have impressed the human eye was present that day. The leaders of the nation were assembled. The priests were in their places. The sacred vessels were arranged. The sacrifices were abundant. Even the Ark of the Covenant was brought into its resting place.

Yet the Word of God is careful to show us that none of those things constituted the glory of the Lord.

This chapter of Scripture does more than tell us what happened on a great day in Israel’s past. It teaches us how God reveals His glory—and how easily we can miss it if we are not careful. In fact, this passage quietly dismantles many of the assumptions we bring into modern worship. It shows us five things that looked impressive, religious, and right, but were not the glory of God at all.

And then, almost without warning, God reveals His glory in a way that leaves no room for human pride, human performance, or human dependence.

When the glory of the Lord appeared, the priests sat down.

That single detail tells us more about true worship than many books written on the subject. God’s glory does not elevate men; it humbles them. It does not amplify personalities; it silences them. It does not compete for attention; it commands it.

We live in a day when churches are often built around personalities, platforms, and performances. We depend heavily on gifted men, skilled musicians, organized programs, and emotional experiences. None of those things are wrong in themselves. God uses men. God uses structure. God uses order. But when those things become substitutes for God’s presence, they become obstacles instead of instruments.

This book is not a criticism of pastors, music, or church order. It is a reminder of something far more important: when God truly shows up, He does not share His glory with anyone. The greatest evidence of His presence is not what men can do, but what they cannot do when He arrives.

This is a call—not for noise, not for numbers, not for novelty—but for reverence. It is a call for preachers, musicians, and churches to step aside long enough to recognize when the Lord Himself has entered the room.

When God’s glory fills the house, even good men must sit down.

CHAPTER ONE
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We Speak of Glory, But Do We Know What It Is?
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Few words are used more freely in Christian conversation than the word glory. We sing about it, pray for it, and attach it to experiences we find meaningful. Yet the more often a word is used without definition, the more likely it is to lose its meaning. That has certainly happened with the idea of the glory of the Lord.

Most believers would say they want God’s glory in their lives and in their churches. Very few could explain what that glory actually is according to Scripture. Instead, we define it by how something makes us feel or by how successful something appears to be.
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