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    Knowing the outcome is one thing. Following along as it happens is another. Abraham Lincoln won a war, saved the Union, and freed the slaves. But, following along day by day, it is obvious that the outcome was not pre-ordained.


    This book lets the reader follow Lincoln as he confronts each new day with no comforting knowledge of the eventual outcome. In the process, the reader can see Lincoln’s mind at work. And his soul.


    The author would like to thank his literary agent, Jeff Herman, for coming up with the idea for this book. Meanwhile, the author acknowledges that this book is based on the output of generations of Lincoln scholars, a vast body of researchers who share the same discovery: Abraham Lincoln is worth studying.
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    Using This Book


    Notes on the Text


    Most histories do not follow serial timelines, preferring to explore the narratives of separate themes. This can allow for satisfying storytelling but does not demonstrate how events shaped the man or how the man shaped events. Nor does it acknowledge the fog of uncertainty that all adults confront.


    This book’s day-planner format confronts the reader with the evolving sequential events as Abraham Lincoln himself confronted them. Through this approach the reader can appreciate how Lincoln continually groped for the right thing to do next.


    Many of the entries reflect accidental document survivals. Anyone (including myriads of office-seekers) could haunt the White House waiting room and eventually see Abraham Lincoln, who would send them to a department head with a memo or with an endorsement on whatever document they presented. We know of these encounters largely because (generations later) the documents showed up in the catalogs of autograph dealers. Inter-office paperwork had a somewhat better chance of ending up in official archives. Consequently, the entries in this book should be seen as representative rather than definitive. (See the Bibliography for a description of the source material.)


    Omitted (reducing the text by a third) were:


     


    • Duplications, as well as enigmatic or obscure items


    • Routine administrative matters


    • Routine diplomatic and treaty matters (including numerous Indian treaties)


    • Petty job solicitations


    • Most thank-you notes and solicitations for autographs


    • Solicitations for military academy appointments that proved fruitless


    • Formulaic refusals to petty congressional inquiries


    • Interactions with inventors and would-be contractors that proved fruitless


    • Lincoln’s personal finances and purchases (which included numerous books) and library borrowings.


     


    If there is no information for a particular day, it can mean the only items were like the above, or that no record of events survived from

    that day.


    Daily entries are given in present tense, with editorial notes in square brackets. Any quotes are from Lincoln, unless stated otherwise. Editorial comments to establish context are in parentheses and are not in present tense.


    In keeping with the overall effort to conceptualize Lincoln’s activities as if he had a modern day-planner, spelling and some punctuation has been updated, to avoid any hint of “quaintness.”


     


    1860s Usages


    Corps: A military force that could leave camp, march down a road, and camp again in a day—roughly 20,000 men. Corps were composed of divisions, divisions of brigades, and brigades of regiments.


    Regiment: The basic administrative military unit. Commanded by a colonel, a regiment usually had ten companies of one hundred men, each commanded by a captain.


    Volunteer army: Militia units raised at the state level for national service. Despite the name, it included draftees. The pre-war regular army being insignificant, the war was fought with a newly raised, entirely green volunteer army, for which the Union organized about 2,000 infantry regiments.


    Generals: There were then, as now, four main grades of general: full general, lieutenant general, major general, and brigadier general. But at the time Congress only allowed for brigadier and major generals. Congress later revived the rank of lieutenant general specifically for Ulysses S. Grant. For simplicity, the text makes no distinction between general ranks. Otherwise, officers are referred to by the rank they had on the day in question. (Confederate officers are not referred to by rank, in keeping with Lincoln’s position that the Confederacy was not a real country with a real army.)


    Brevets: Honorary promotions without increased pay or preferment, unless the officer was given a command at that grade. Many regular officers held separate ranks in the volunteer army and had brevets in both, giving them four different ranks.


    Tariffs: Taxes on imports. Tariffs were the Federal Government’s chief source of revenue before the war. That explains the attention that Lincoln paid to the management of customhouses in major seaports. An income tax was introduced during the war, but the war was mostly paid for through bonds and loans.


    Cabinet: The Administration then had seven Cabinet-level departments, compared to the current sixteen.


    Senators: They were then elected by state legislatures, an arrangement that framed the Lincoln-Douglas Debates of 1858. Since the 17th Amendment in 1913 senators are elected at large within their states.


    Serenades: Restive crowds would clamor in front of the residence or hotel of a public figure, demanding a speech. The resulting speeches often appeared in newspapers.


    Patronage: The engine that ran politics, also called the spoils system. Government jobs were handed out to campaign workers and party supporters. Lincoln had at least a thousand jobs at his disposal, and estimated that there were about 30,000 office-seekers. The system died with the creation of the U.S. Civil Service Commission in 1883.


    Abbreviations Used


    • AL=Abraham Lincoln of Illinois, 16th president the United States


    • MTL=Mary Todd Lincoln, AL’s wife


    • RTL=Robert Todd Lincoln, adult son of AL and MTL


    • Willie=child of AL and MTL


    • Tad=child of AL and MTL


    • Nicolay=Bavarian native John George Nicolay, personal secretary of AL


    • Hay=John Hay, personal secretary of AL


    • Browning=Orville H. Browning, AL’s old friend and confidant, Illinois senator from June 26, 1861, to January 12, 1863, thereafter a lawyer and lobbyist in Washington.


    • Buchanan=James Buchanan, fifteenth president of the United States


    • Hamlin=Hannibal Hamlin of Maine, AL’s first-term vice president


    • Johnson=Andrew Johnson of Tennessee, senator, later military governor of Tennessee, later AL’s second-term vice president


    • Seward=William Seward, AL’s Secretary of State


    • Chase=Salmon Chase, AL’s first Secretary of the Treasury


    • Welles=Gideon Welles, Secretary of the Navy


    • Cameron=Simon Cameron, AL’s first Secretary of War


    • Blair=Montgomery Blair, AL’s first Postmaster General


    • Smith=Caleb Smith, AL’s first Secretary of the Interior


    • Bates=Edward Bates, AL’s first Attorney General


    • Fox=Gustavus V. Fox, naval consultant, later Assistant Secretary of the Navy


    • Stanton=Edwin Stanton, AL’s second Secretary of War


    • Usher=James P. Usher, AL’s second Secretary of the Interior


    • Fessenden=William Fessenden, AL’s second Secretary of the Treasury


    • Dennison=William Dennison, AL’s second Postmaster General


    • Speed=James Speed, AL’s second Attorney General


    • McCulloch=Hugh McCulloch, AL’s third Secretary of the Treasury


    • Gen. Scott=Gen. Winfield Scott


    • Gen. McClellan=Gen. George McClellan


    • Gen. Hooker=Gen. Joe Hooker


    • Gen. Meade=Gen. George Meade


    • Gen. Grant=Gen. Ulysses S. Grant


    • Gen. Halleck=Gen. Henry Halleck


    • Gen. Pope=Gen. John Pope


    • Gen. Burnside=Gen. Ambrose Burnside


    • Gen. Butler=Gen. Benjamin Butler


    • Gen. Sherman=Gen. William T. Sherman (not Gen. T. W. Sherman)


    • Gen. Frémont=Gen. John Frémont


    • Gen. Meigs=Gen. Montgomery Meigs (starts book as a captain)


    • Gen. Buell=Gen. Don Carlos Buell


    • Gen. Rosecrans=Gen. William Rosecrans


    • Comdr. Dahlgren=Commander (later Admiral) John Dahlgren


    • Jefferson Davis=Confederate President Jefferson Davis (not Union Gen. Jefferson C. Davis)


    • Alexander Stephens=Confederate Vice President Alexander Stephens


    • Lee=Robert E. Lee, rebel commander


    • Stonewall Jackson=Thomas J. Jackson, rebel general


    • Longstreet=Pete Longstreet, rebel general


    • Hood=John Bell Hood, late-war rebel commander in the Atlanta region


    • J. E. B. Stuart=James Ewell Brown Stuart, rebel cavalry leader and Southern media darling


     


    Note: All photos in the book are from the Library of Congress unless otherwise noted.

  


  
    [image: ] Antecedents [image: ]
February 12, 1809,

    through

    February 22, 1861


    Summary: Leadership is situational. When the

    hierarchy becomes invested in defending institutionalized human suffering (i.e., slavery) people might turn to a leader who understands suffering. But to understand suffering one must have suffered.


    February 12, 1809


    [image: ] Abraham Lincoln is born in Hodgenville, Kentucky, to subsistence farmers who drift westward to Illinois.


    [image: ] AL later shows a preference for reading—which annoys

    his father.


     


    October 5, 1818


    [image: ] AL’s mother, Nancy Hanks Lincoln, dies.


    [image: ] His father, Thomas, thereafter leaves his son with an older sister and cousin in a log cabin for six months to find a

    new wife.


    [image: ] AL’s stepmother approves of literacy. He goes to school for about a year.


    [image: ] His father hires AL to the neighbors for cash, in a form of slavery then allowed by law, until his twenty-first birthday.


     


    January 20, 1828


    [image: ] AL’s older sister Sarah, having married, dies in childbirth.


     


    February 12, 1830


    [image: ] After his 21st birthday AL leaves his father and has little to do with him thereafter.


     


    1831


    [image: ] AL moves to the hamlet of New Salem in central Illinois and pursues a number of avocations: boatman, shopkeeper, soldier in the Black Hawk War (during which he helps bury bodies but sees no combat), owner of a general store that eventually fails, land surveyor, postmaster, and odd jobs that include splitting tree trunks into fence rails.


     


    1832


    [image: ] AL runs unsuccessfully for the Illinois state legislature.


     


    1834


    [image: ] AL is elected to the Illinois state legislature.


    [image: ] He remains in office for four sessions (eight years) as a Whig, in opposition to the majority Democrats in Illinois.


    [image: ] AL finds his passion in politics.


     


    August 25, 1835


    •AL’s girlfriend Ann Rutledge dies of typhoid fever.


     


    1836


    [image: ] AL is admitted to the bar in Illinois, having studied law on his own.


    [image: ] AL moves to Springfield, Illinois, a larger town in the same electoral district, which soon became the state capital.


    [image: ] AL becomes a circuit court rider.


    [image: ] They call him “Honest Abe” because of his guileless, open demeanor. His opinions are stated in fresh ways, indicative of his sincerity. He often tells humorous (sometimes off-color) stories that deflect tensions and can carry parable-like messages.


     


    November 4, 1842


    [image: ] AL marries Mary Todd, a politically attuned woman almost ten years his junior. She is a child of wealth, raised by a slave-owning family in Lexington, KY. (She later had relatives who fought for the Confederacy.) She had moved to Springfield to get away from her imperious stepmother. Unlike AL, she has a formal education and social polish. He broke the engagement a year prior and appeared to suffer a nervous breakdown. They later reunited.


     


    Thereafter


    [image: ] MTL proves to be neurotic, willful, spiteful, and at moments unethical, reacting to stress or perceived slights with hysterical outbursts, including physical tantrums. AL relies on calming words to ground her—or leaving the house.


    [image: ] AL rides the entire court circuit and is gone half the time.


     


    August 1, 1843


    [image: ] Birth of RTL.


     


    1844


    [image: ] After two law partnerships AL sets up his own practice with William Herndon, another self-taught lawyer nine years his junior who shares AL’s interests, albeit needing some prompting to stay sober.


    [image: ] AL runs for Congress unsuccessfully.


     


    March 10, 1846


    [image: ] Birth of Edward Baker “Eddie” Lincoln.


     


    1846


    [image: ] AL runs for Congress and wins.


     


    1847–1849


    [image: ] AL serves in the U.S. House of Representatives. As a Whig congressman he is opposed to the policies of President James Polk (a Democrat) and Polk’s entry into the Mexican–American War.


    [image: ] He works dutifully for the Whig party, including the Zachary Taylor presidential campaign.


    [image: ] After his term is over, he returns to his law practice and drops out of politics.


     


    February 1, 1850


    [image: ] Death of Eddie Lincoln, from cancer or tuberculosis.


     


    December 21, 1850


    [image: ] Birth of William Wallace “Willie” Lincoln.


     


    January 17, 1851


    [image: ] AL’s father dies. AL had provided him with financial help but never invited him to AL’s home.


     


    April 4, 1853


    [image: ] Birth of Thomas “Tad” Lincoln III. He has a speech impediment and is homeschooled by tutors.


     


    1849–1854


    [image: ] AL experiences a midlife crisis—cause unknown.


    [image: ] Previously he had mostly functioned as a partisan hack, content to heap insult and satire on his opponents.


    [image: ] The new AL is motivated by principles, avoids personal attacks, and sees enemies as friends that he has not yet won over. His ego-free approach to politics later allows him to transcend the theater of narcissism that characterizes Washington (as today), subtly manipulate its ego-driven hacks, and dominate events through the psychological ascendency of his personality.


    [image: ] But, once invested in someone, he has trouble dropping them, even when they connive against him. And anyone who attacks one of his friends is in deep trouble.


    [image: ] His distaste for slavery has become visceral hatred.


     


    May 30, 1854


    [image: ] Congress passes the Kansas-Nebraska Act, sponsored by AL’s fellow Illinois politician and personal and professional rival Sen. Stephen A. Douglas.


    [image: ] The law replaces the 1820 Missouri Compromise (under which Kansas and Nebraska would both have been non-slave territories) with “popularity sovereignty” meaning the settlers will decide the issue after settling there—and potentially tip the balance of power between the slave and non-slaves states in favor of the former.


    [image: ] AL returns to politics.


     


    1854–1856


    [image: ] AL runs for U.S. Senate but is defeated.


    [image: ] The Whig party disintegrates over the Kansas-Nebraska issue.


    [image: ] AL helps establish the Illinois branch of the new Republican Party in 1856.


    [image: ] The party nominates frontier celebrity John Frémont for president. AL campaigns for him in Illinois, but victory goes to the Democrat, James Buchanan.


     


    1857


    [image: ] The U.S. Supreme Court issues the “Dred Scott Decision” stating that black people have no rights and that the Federal Government cannot prohibit slavery in the territories.


      


    June 16, 1858


    [image: ] AL accepts the Republican nomination to run for the Senate against Sen. Douglas, who is up for reelection, famously saying, “A house divided against itself cannot stand.”


     


    Summer and Fall, 1858


    [image: ] Sen. Douglas campaigns for reelection, arriving in towns on a special train festooned with banners, including a flatcar with a cannon to alert the public to his coming. His speeches are well-lubricated demagogic performances replete with imagined facts and racist rhetoric.


    [image: ] AL arrives in each town the day of Douglas’s performance or the next. AL draws a crowd and makes his own speech, calmly (and soberly) dismantling whatever Sen. Douglas said. The newspapers report his speech as they did Douglas’s.


    [image: ] AL agrees to stop haunting Douglas in exchange for a series of formal debates. Seven are held. Douglas stays sober. Their speeches are reprinted nationwide. AL becomes a national celebrity.


    [image: ] AL maneuvers Douglas into claiming that his popular sovereignty doctrine was not rendered moot by the Dred Scott Decision because local legislatures could still pass laws unfriendly to slavery. This destroys Douglas with Southerners.


    [image: ] The Democrats (who outspent the Republicans twenty to one) retain control of the Illinois legislature, and Douglas is reelected.


     


    February 27, 1860


    [image: ] To thunderous applause, AL gives his Cooper Union speech in New York, analyzing the Founding Fathers’ voting records on slavery to show that they sincerely believed that “all men are created equal.”


    [image: ]


    His address at Cooper Union arguably put Lincoln on the national political map.


     


    May 18, 1860


    [image: ] The Republican National Convention convenes in Chicago. AL sends a dedicated team of floor managers.


    [image: ] AL’s team finds the other candidates have powerful enemies. Not so with AL, and he is nominated on the third ballot.


     


    Thereafter


    [image: ] Sen. Douglas becomes the Democratic Party candidate, as expected. But the party splits into Northern and Southern factions. The Southern Democrats nominate their own ticket, led by Vice President John Breckinridge.


    [image: ] A third party, the Constitutional Union Party, tries to avoid the slavery issue altogether. They pose John Bell of Tennessee for President and Edward Everett of Massachusetts for Vice President.


     


    November 6, 1860


    [image: ] AL carries the North and West, winning decisively with 180 electoral votes vs. 123 for all his opponents. Sen. Douglas only wins Missouri. Breckinridge wins most of the South, the rest going to the Constitutional Union Party.


     


    December 20, 1860


    [image: ] South Carolina secedes. The rest of the Deep South soon follows: Florida, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, and Texas. They begin forming the Confederate States of America, which neither Buchanan nor AL recognize.


    [image: ] Secession is initially rejected in the rest of the South and the Border States.


    [image: ] AL choses a Cabinet. Instead of snubbing the men who had been his rivals he incorporates them into his administration, leaving them invested in his success.


    [image: ] AL visits his aged stepmother.


    [image: ] He holds a party. He sells much of his furniture and rents his house. He tells Herndon to keep their law office going.


     


    February 11, 1861


    [image: ] Amid reports of threats to his life, AL boards a train for an eleven-city speaking tour, scheduled to arrive in Washington on February 23, 1861, for his inauguration on March 4, 1861.


     


    His suffering has only begun.
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    February 23

    through December 31

  


  
    February 1861


    Summary: AL spends his first days in Washington meeting and greeting.


    February 23, Saturday


    Texas voters approve secession.


    [image: ] AL arrives from Philadelphia at about 6 a.m., accompanied by aide and bodyguard Ward Hill Lamon and detective Allan Pinkerton. He is surprised to be greeted by his friend and supporter, Illinois Rep. Elihu Washburne, who drives him to Willard’s Hotel.


    [image: ] AL telegraphs MTL (still in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania) concerning his safe arrival despite reported assassination plots.


    [image: ] AL has breakfast with New York Sen. William H. Seward. (Seward vainly hoped to dominate AL, as he did political novice Zachary Taylor in 1849.)


    [image: ] The two then call on Buchanan at the White House, and meet Cabinet members.


    [image: ] AL calls on Gen. Scott, seventy-four-year-old commanding general of the U.S. Army. He’s not home. Scott returns AL’s visit several hours later.


    [image: ] AL visits with future Cabinet member Montgomery Blair and Blair’s father, Francis P. Blair Sr., one of the founders of the Republican Party.


    [image: ] MTL arrives via train at about 4 p.m. and is driven to the hotel by Seward and Washburne.


    [image: ] AL later receives a delegation from Illinois headed by Illinois Sen. Stephen A. Douglas, AL’s former rival.


    [image: ] AL dines privately at Seward’s residence at about 7 p.m.


    [image: ] Back at his hotel room, AL finds a crowd waiting for him, and shakes hands.


    [image: ] AL is called on by peace conference delegates, led by Ohio Senator-elect Salmon Chase, and Vermont Republican and banker Lucius Chittenden.


    [image: ] AL is called on even later by members of the Buchanan Cabinet, and by a group of New York businessmen hoping for a compromise to assure commerce with the South.


     


    February 24, Sunday


    [image: ] AL and MTL attends worship services at St. John’s Episcopal Church.


    [image: ] After church AL spends two hours at Seward’s home.


    [image: ] AL then reads newspapers and receives callers, including Kentucky Sen. John Crittenden, Massachusetts Rep. Francis Adams, and Vice President John C. Breckinridge.


    [image: ] AL poses at Matthew Brady’s photography studio.


     


    February 25, Monday


    [image: ] AL and Seward attend informal receptions at both houses of Congress and then visits with Supreme Court justices in the afternoon.


    [image: ] In the evening AL and MTL receive visitors at their hotel parlor.


     


    February 26, Tuesday


    [image: ] AL goes for a dawn walk with RTL and Nicolay.


    [image: ] AL hears from two delegations urging the appointment of Massachusetts Gov. Nathaniel Banks as Secretary of War.


    [image: ] AL hears from two other delegations urging the appointment of Indiana Rep. Schuyler Colfax as Postmaster General.


    [image: ] AL visits the Senate to confer with Republican leaders,


    [image: ] AL meets with Illinois Sen. Stephen A. Douglas and Maryland Gov. Thomas Hicks about the secession crisis.


    [image: ] Writing a response to the congressional committee that reported the electoral college vote, AL formally acknowledges his election as President of the United States.


    [image: ] MTL receives friends from 3 to 4 p.m. and from 8 to 10 p.m.


     


    February 27, Wednesday


    [image: ] AL walks two miles before breakfast and sees former Tennessee senator John Bell.


    [image: ] Washington Mayor James Berret officially welcomes AL to the city. (AL would have Berret deposed and jailed in August for declining to take an oath of allegiance.)


    [image: ] AL receives the clerks of various executive departments.


    [image: ] In the afternoon, AL goes to the Capitol and receives Supreme Court justices.


    [image: ] At 9 p.m., AL discusses sectional compromise with several politicians from Border States, including former treasury secretary James Guthrie of Kentucky, and Mexican—American War hero Alexander W. Doniphan of Missouri.


     


    February 28, Thursday


    North Carolina voters reject secession. Colorado Territory is organized in the Union.


    [image: ] AL sees Kentucky Sen. John Crittenden, who urges compromise. (Compromise eventually failing, one of his sons became a general in the Union army, and another in the Confederate army. He also had a grandson who would die at the Little Bighorn.)


    [image: ] AL sees Gen. John Wool, commander of the Department of the East.


    [image: ] AL attends a private dinner at the National Hotel. Hearing of a Georgia resident who has sworn to wear no clothes produced under a Republican regime. AL says he’d like to see him wear only clothes from Georgia, limiting him to a shirt collar and a pair of spurs.

  


  
    March 1861


    Summary: AL is inaugurated. While the nation continues to disintegrate, AL must devote much of his time to patronage.


    March 1, Friday


    [image: ] AL spends much of the time in private interviews with potential Cabinet appointees, and others.


    [image: ] AL offers the War Department post to Pennsylvania Sen. Simon Cameron, who had backed AL’s nomination. Cameron accepts.


    [image: ] AL, Gen. Scott, British minister Lord Lyons, and other dignitaries attend a dinner hosted by the minister for the German city-state of Bremen.


    [image: ] MTL tours the White House and visits with Harriet Lane, Buchanan’s niece and acting First Lady.


     


    March 2, Saturday


    Nevada and Dakota territories are organized in the Union, and Congress adjourns.


    [image: ] Seward, who had accepted the Secretary of State post in December, asks to withdraw, not wanting to serve in the Cabinet with Chase. AL successfully asks him to reconsider.


    [image: ] AL goes for a carriage drive to avoid crowds.


    [image: ] AL sees two delegations from Virginia.


    [image: ] A delegation led by New York merchant and Seward supporter Simeon Draper protests the appointment of Chase as Secretary of the Treasury. AL offers to drop Seward’s name, confusing them.


    [image: ] AL dines with Gen Scott.


     


    March 3, Sunday


    Serfdom is abolished in Russia.


    [image: ] AL attends the farewell speech in the Senate chamber of Kentucky Sen. John J. Crittenden.


    [image: ] AL offers the navy cabinet post to Connecticut politician Gideon Welles, who accepts.


    [image: ] AL hosts a dinner for his cabinet appointees: Seward (State), Chase (Treasury), Welles (Navy), Cameron (War), Blair (Postmaster), Smith (Interior), and Bates (Attorney General).


     


    March 4, Monday


    As many as 30,000 people gather for the Inauguration. Soldiers line the streets and rooftops. There are no disturbances.


    [image: ] At noon, AL and Buchanan share an open carriage to the Capitol.


    [image: ] The Senate is called into session. Hamlin is given the vice-presidential oath of office by outgoing Vice President (and future Confederate general) John Breckinridge.


    [image: ] At 1 p.m., AL is introduced on the portico of the Capitol by long-time friend and former fellow Illinois politician, Oregon Sen. Edward D. Baker. (Baker was the namesake of AL’s second son Eddie, who died in 1850. Baker moved to the Pacific Coast in 1852.)


    [image: ] Reading from a manuscript he unfolds after adjusting his glasses, AL delivers his First Inaugural Address. He denounces secession but asserts he would use force against it only if necessary. He says he was not intent on abolishing slavery and lacks the power to do so anyway. He appeals

    for calm.


    [image: ] Chief Justice Roger B. Taney administers the presidential oath of office to AL.


    [image: ] After a procession to the White House, AL and Buchanan exchange farewells.


    [image: ] AL appoints Nicolay as his private secretary.


    [image: ] AL is handed a message from Major Robert Anderson, commander of Fort Sumter. He says he will run out of supplies before a relief expedition can reach him.


    [image: ] The Inaugural Ball begins at 11 p.m. AL leaves before MTL.


     


    March 5, Tuesday


    [image: ] AL sees various parties and delegations.


    [image: ] Seward officially accepts his Cabinet nomination.


    [image: ] AL sends his Cabinet nominations to the Senate.


    [image: ] AL receives more information about Fort Sumter’s situation.


    [image: ] RTL returns to Harvard.


    [image: ] AL asks Cameron to give a War Department clerkship to AL’s personal friend (and former law clerk) Elmer Ellsworth, who had organized a touring military-style drill team. (Ellsworth opts instead to raise an infantry regiment in

    New York.)


     


    March 6, Wednesday


    [image: ] Chase resigns his Senate seat to accept his Cabinet post, after prompting from AL.


    [image: ] AL holds his first Cabinet meeting.


    [image: ] AL sees various delegations and parties, including Welles.


     


    March 7, Thursday


    [image: ] AL confers with Cabinet members about the Fort Sumter situation, without deciding anything.


    [image: ] AL confers with Virginia politician Lucius Chandler, concerning Union sentiment in Virginia.


    [image: ] AL attends a reception for the Washington diplomatic corps.


     


    March 8, Friday


    [image: ] AL attends a formal reception for navy officers.


    [image: ] A delegation of diplomats’ wives calls on MTL.


    [image: ] AL holds his first public reception in the White House, shaking hands for more than two hours.


     


    March 9, Saturday


    [image: ] AL sends written questions to Gen. Scott about options for Fort Sumter.


    [image: ] AL later confers with the Cabinet on Fort Sumter.


    [image: ] AL meets with a delegation from Oregon.


     


    March 10, Sunday


    [image: ] AL and family attend services at the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church, Dr. Phineas D. Gurley, pastor.


    [image: ] Hay, on loan from a Department of the Interior clerkship, becomes Nicolay’s assistant.


     


    March 11, Monday


    The Confederate government adopts a constitution enshrining slavery.


    [image: ] AL attends a morning Cabinet meeting and discusses Fort Sumter.


    [image: ] AL starts sending nominations to the Senate for various patronage jobs.


    [image: ] AL invites Col. Ferguson of Memphis, Tennessee—for whom he once chopped wood—to the White House.


    [image: ] MTL visits the Washington Navy Yard with friends.


     


    March 12, Tuesday


    [image: ] AL nominates Kentucky abolitionist Cassius Marcellus Clay as minister to Spain and names a minister for Mexico.


    [image: ] AL attends an official reception for army officers.


    [image: ] AL and MTL host a party with music and dancing.


     


    March 13, Wednesday


    [image: ] AL tells Seward to refuse to meet with Confederate commissioners as it would imply admission that their states had left the Union.


    [image: ] A short Cabinet meeting considers other appointments.


    [image: ] AL confers with former navy lieutenant (and brother-in-law of Blair) Fox on plans for getting supplies to Fort Sumter.


     


    March 14, Thursday


    [image: ] AL meets with the Cabinet about appointments and again discusses Fort Sumter.


    [image: ] AL nominates a minister to Sweden.


     


    March 15, Friday


    [image: ] AL asks the Cabinet for their views on reinforcing Fort Sumter. Seward, Chase, Cameron, Welles, and Smith initially oppose the idea, feeling that a relief expedition is not practical or could spark war. Blair favors it.


    [image: ] AL nominates a minister for Guatemala.


     


    March 16, Saturday


    [image: ] AL receives written opinions from four Cabinet members on a possible Fort Sumter expedition. They are lengthy and not decisive.


    [image: ] AL sends a message to the Senate asking for its opinion on the idea of submitting the Vancouver Island boundary dispute to international arbitration.


     


    March 17, Sunday


    [image: ] AL attends church with Gen. Scott.


    [image: ] AL discusses diplomatic appointments with Seward.


     


    March 18, Monday


    [image: ] AL nominates Massachusetts Rep. Charles Francis Adams (son of President John Quincy Adams and grandson of President John Adams) as minister to England and names others as ministers for Sardinia, Turkey, and France.


    [image: ] AL meets with Horace Greeley, editor of the influential New York Tribune and one of the founders of the Republican Party.


    [image: ] AL sends a proposal to Bates to make Elmer Ellsworth, now a lieutenant, the “Adjutant and Inspector General of Militia.” (Bates later replied that it would involve setting up a new department, which would require an act of Congress, and the matter lapsed.)


    [image: ] Chase reports that they could collect tariffs in the South offshore, given sufficient revenue cutters and naval escorts.


    [image: ] AL asks Welles how many ships he could supply to the Revenue Service. (Welles later suggested twelve vessels.)


     


    March 19, Tuesday


    [image: ] AL confers with Fox about the Fort Sumter situation.


    [image: ] Ohio Rep. James M. Ashley lobbies AL to appoint Ohioan Francis Case as surveyor general for Utah Territory.


     


    March 20, Wednesday


    [image: ] AL confers with two Colorado politicians about territorial office appointments.


    [image: ] Willie and Tad develop measles.


    [image: ] AL nominates ministers for Austria, Rome, and Denmark.


     


    March 22, Friday


    [image: ] AL and MTL greet guests at the second White House reception of the season.


     


    March 23, Saturday


    [image: ] AL attends a long Cabinet meeting.


     


    March 25, Monday


    [image: ] AL meets with a deputation of Baltimore citizens.


    [image: ] AL attends a Cabinet meeting, apparently working on appointments before the Senate adjourns.


     


    March 26, Tuesday


    [image: ] AL hosts a Cabinet meeting for most of the morning, and later meets with Seward and Welles, plus New York Sens. Preston King and Ira Harris, about appointments.


     


    March 27, Wednesday


    [image: ] AL is interviewed by London Times correspondent William Russell.


    [image: ] MTL and friends visit Mount Vernon, George Washington’s home.


     


    March 28, Thursday


    [image: ] AL sees Cassius Clay, who declines his nomination as minister to Spain but then accepts a nomination as minister to Russia.


    [image: ] German immigrant politician and Republican activist Carl Schurz calls at the White House and is nominated minister to Spain.


    [image: ] The Senate adjourns.


    [image: ] AL and MTL host their first state dinner, with Cabinet members and Gen. Scott.


     


    March 29, Friday


    [image: ] AL and Seward consult Capt. Meigs (an Army engineer) on the possibility of relieving Fort Pickens.


    [image: ] AL, at a Cabinet meeting, announces his decision to reinforce both Fort Sumter and Fort Pickens.


    [image: ] AL tells Cameron and Welles that he wants a naval expedition ready to leave by April 6.


    [image: ] AL discusses California and Maryland patronage.


     


    March 30, Saturday


    [image: ] AL sets his visiting hours for the current season: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.


    [image: ] MTL sets White House Saturday visiting hours as 2 to 4 p.m.


    [image: ] AL discusses California appointments with his old friend Oregon Sen. Edward D. Baker and with Baker’s political opponent James W. Simonton, founder of the San Francisco Bulletin. Simonton makes personal remarks about Sen. Baker that offend AL, who tosses Simonton’s list of appointments to the fireplace.


     


    March 31, Sunday


    [image: ] AL sees Capt. Meigs and Col. Erasmus Keyes, aide to Gen. Scott, on a plan to relieve Fort Pickens. He sends them to Scott with orders to proceed.

  


  
    April 1861


    Summary: The crisis becomes an actual war when the Confederates bombard Fort Sumter. The arrival of the Northern troops, and the failure of Maryland to secede, saves Washington.


    April 1, Monday


    [image: ] AL writes a memo to Seward, rebuking Seward for a memo complaining that the administration has no national policy yet, pointing to AL’s various policy statements. (He may not have sent this memo.)


    [image: ] AL directs Gen. Scott to start making daily reports of troops movements and intelligence.


    [image: ] Seward, Capt. Meigs, and navy Lt. David Porter launch an operation to relieve Fort Pickens, without consulting Welles, even though Welles is Secretary of the Navy.


     


    April 2, Tuesday


    [image: ] AL tells Seward to pay Capt. Meigs (about to leave for

    the Fort Pickens expedition) $10,000 “from the secret

    service fund.”


    [image: ] AL resets his visiting hours: 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.


    [image: ] AL and family spend two hours visiting the Washington Navy Yard.


    [image: ] AL visits military barracks during an afternoon drive.


     


    April 3, Wednesday


    [image: ] AL issues blanket orders to Col. Erasmus Keyes authorizing him to organize an expedition to Fort Pickens.


    [image: ] AL tries to attend the wedding of the daughter of navy Capt. (and future Confederate admiral) Franklin Buchanan at the Navy Yard but gets there after the ceremony.


    [image: ] AL sends an emissary to Richmond to arrange a consultation with Virginia Rep. George W. Summers, a Unionist. (His district later becomes part of pro-Union West Virginia.)


     


    April 4, Thursday


    In Virginia, a state convention votes down secession.


    [image: ] AL sends a message to the besieged commander of Fort Sumter asking him to try to hold on until April 11 or 12 as relief is on the way. (The message can’t be delivered.)


    [image: ] Navy Comdr. Dahlgren, on duty at Navy Yard, confers with AL about what artillery to send to New York.


    [image: ] At 11 a.m., AL confers secretly with Virginia Unionists John Baldwin and John Botts. (AL apparently considers, but rejects, a proposal to abandon Fort Sumter in return for a loyalty pledge from Virginia.)


     


    April 5, Friday


    [image: ] AL attends a Cabinet meeting for much of the morning.


    [image: ] Comdr. Dahlgren is at White House and finds AL “ill at ease, and not self-possessed.”


    [image: ] The day’s public reception is canceled due to the press of business.


    [image: ] AL visits Matthew Brady’s photography gallery.


     


    April 6, Saturday


    [image: ] AL confers with the governors of Indiana, Ohio, Maine, and Pennsylvania about the status of their militias.


    [image: ] AL sees various Virginia Unionists, who want assurances that Forts Pickens and Sumter will be evacuated.


    [image: ] AL sends messengers to South Carolina’s governor saying that an attempt will be made to deliver supplies to Fort Sumter. If it is not resisted, no reinforcement or munitions will be sent.


    [image: ] AL learns that his orders to reinforce Fort Pickens were not carried out as the Federal naval commander on the scene refused to let troops land. Welles sends a special messenger ordering a landing.


    [image: ] AL attends MTL’s second afternoon reception but only stays briefly.


    [image: ] AL visits the Navy Yard


     


    April 7, Sunday


    [image: ] AL again confers with Virginia Unionist John Botts, about what could be done to prevent Virginia from seceding.


     


    April 8, Monday


    [image: ] AL hosts a public reception.


    [image: ] AL gets a letter from Horace Greeley and several other New York Republicans urging him to name someone from their “wing of the party” to the position of surveyor of the Port of New York. AL has already named someone they nominated to the separate position of collector for the port, so he writes on the envelope that they want “two big puddings on the same side of the board.”


     


    April 9, Tuesday


    [image: ] AL spends most of the day on minor appointments.


     


    April 10, Wednesday


    [image: ] AL confers with Ambrose Thompson, self-proclaimed major landowner in Chiriqui Province (on the Pacific Coast of what is now northwest Panama, adjacent to Costa Rica), concerning a proposed naval base there with Isthmus-crossing rights, and the possibility of colonizing the area with freed slaves.


     


    April 11, Thursday


    Confederate officials demand Fort Sumter’s surrender. The commander refuses.


    [image: ] AL confers for several hours with Maryland Gov. Thomas Hicks.


    [image: ] AL confers with Carl Schurz about whom to appoint as commander of four different regiments.


     


    April 12, Friday


    The Confederates start bombarding Fort Sumter at 4:30 a.m.


    [image: ] AL meets with the Cabinet on general matters.


    [image: ] AL appoints his aide and bodyguard Ward Hill Lamon as a federal marshal.


    [image: ] AL unofficially receives several Virginia commissioners.


    [image: ] AL tells Massachusetts Sen. Charles Sumner that Fort Sumter will not be surrendered.


     


    April 13, Saturday


    Fires having broken out, Fort Sumter surrenders at about 2:30 p.m.


    [image: ] AL receives no information regarding Fort Sumter except press reports.


    [image: ] AL meets again with commissioners from the Virginia state convention, and tells them that, if Fort Sumter has been assaulted, he would stop mail service to seceded states but would not invade them to collect taxes. But military posts belong to the Federal Government and he reserves the right to use force to relieve them.


    [image: ] AL converses for two hours about conditions in the South with Cameron, author James Gilmore, and former Kansas territorial governor Robert Walker.


    [image: ] AL briefly attends MTL’s reception.


     


    April 14, Sunday


    Fort Sumter is evacuated, the garrison leaving for the North on Union vessels.


    [image: ] AL attends church.


    [image: ] AL, Nicolay, Willie, and Tad take a carriage ride.


    [image: ] Illinois Sen. Stephen A. Douglas sees AL and pledges to support AL’s efforts to preserve the Union.


    [image: ] AL meets with the Cabinet into the night. They call for the raising of a militia force of 75,000, and for a special session of Congress to convene July 4.


     


    April 15, Monday


    [image: ] AL issues an official proclamation calling for the rising of a militia force of 75,000.


    [image: ] The Cabinet meets at 10 a.m. and remains in session most of the day.


    [image: ] AL confers with Gen. Scott, and others concerning the defense of Washington.


    [image: ] AL sees the mayor of Portsmouth, Virginia, a Unionist who urges AL to defend the naval shipyard there.


    [image: ] AL writes to Col. Elmer Ellsworth, repeating his admiration, saying, “I have been, and still am anxious for you to have the best position in the military which can be given you.”


     


    April 16, Tuesday


    North Carolina and Virginia refuse AL’s call for troops. North Carolina begins seizing Federal installations.


    [image: ] AL holds a patronage conference with a Pennsylvania delegation.


     


    April 17, Wednesday


    The Virginia state convention votes for secession. Missouri and Tennessee refuse the call for troops.


    [image: ] AL confers with Gen. Scott on matters pertaining to the army depot in Harper’s Ferry, Virginia, the Gosport Navy Yard in Portsmouth, and the defenses of Washington.


    [image: ] A Maryland delegation asks AL to reinforce Fort McHenry (outside Baltimore).


     


    April 18, Thursday


    Union militia units begin arriving to defend Washington.


    [image: ] AL hears an account from a New York traveler of the bombardment of Fort Sumter.


    [image: ] Some arriving troops are housed in the East Room of the White House.


    [image: ] Republican kingpin Francis Blair Sr. unsuccessfully offers the post of commanding general to Gen. Scott’s selectee, Col. Robert E. Lee.


    [image: ] AL confers with Welles and Gen. Scott on the defense of the Gosport Navy Yard and the fall of Harper’s Ferry.


     


    April 19, Friday


    [image: ] AL proclaims a naval blockade of the seceded states.


    [image: ] The Cabinet hears about conditions at the Gosport Navy Yard.


    [image: ] AL drives out to inspect the forts around Washington.


    [image: ] There, AL speaks with Col. John B. Magruder, a Southerner who expresses loyalty.


    [image: ] Baltimore Mayor George Brown asks that Federal troops not pass through his city, as it will trigger violence. AL responds that he will have them go around.


    [image: ] AL is then notified that the 6th Massachusetts Infantry was attacked by a mob while passing through Baltimore, with four soldiers and nine citizens killed.


     


    April 20, Saturday


    The Gosport Navy Yard at Portsmouth is abandoned, with about a thousand cannons and a salvageable warship, the USS Merrimack.


    [image: ] AL confers with various parties about moving troops through Baltimore and Maryland, and preserving the peace in Maryland.


     


    April 21, Sunday


    [image: ] AL confers about conditions in New York.


    [image: ] From late morning to early afternoon, AL confers again with Baltimore Mayor George Brown, Gen. Scott, and the Cabinet on moving troops through Maryland.


     


    April 22, Monday


    Arkansas refuses the call for troops.


    [image: ] AL meets with a delegation from Baltimore demanding that he not bring troops through Maryland. AL is unsympathetic this time: “Go home and tell your people that if they will not attack us, we will not attack them; but if they do attack us, we will return it, and that severely.”


    [image: ] AL is surprised to hear that Col. John B. Magruder has resigned. (He becomes a general in the Confederate army.)


    [image: ] The Cabinet meets at 3 p.m.


    [image: ] AL is seen conferring with Gen. Scott in the White House driveway, so the old man won’t have to climb the stairs.


     


    April 23, Tuesday


    [image: ] AL meets with the Cabinet.


    [image: ] AL is seen pacing the floor, anxious for troops to reach Washington.


     


    April 24, Wednesday


    [image: ] AL talks to men wounded by the mob in Baltimore. Anxious for more troops to arrive, he says, “I begin to believe there is no North.”


    [image: ] AL writes that while he does not plan to invade either Maryland or Virginia, “I do not mean to let them invade us without striking back.”


     


    April 25, Thursday


    [image: ] AL tells Gen. Scott that the Maryland legislature is about to meet and might secede, but arresting or dispersing the members is not justified or practical.


    [image: ] AL, Seward, and Cameron review the 7th New York Militia.


     


    April 26, Friday


    [image: ] AL addresses troops quartered in the White House: “Whether the Union is to be broken in fragments and the liberties of the people lost, or blood be shed, you will probably make the choice, with which I shall not be dissatisfied.”


     


    April 27, Saturday


    [image: ] AL authorizes Gen. Scott to suspend habeas corpus between Philadelphia and Washington.


    [image: ] AL extends the blockade to North Carolina and Virginia.


    [image: ] The 7th New York band performs on the south lawn of White House.


    [image: ] AL confers with German immigrant and Republican activist Carl Schurz.


     


    April 28, Sunday


    [image: ] AL accompanies Seward and others visiting the 7th New York Militia, which is temporarily quartered in the House chamber of the Capitol.


     


    April 29, Monday


    The Maryland legislature votes against secession.


    [image: ] AL hears from a New York delegation that, “The people were absolutely determined on maintaining their government.”


    [image: ] AL stands for a picture on the White House lawn with the new Cassius Clay Battalion.


    [image: ] AL asks Welles to have a warship patrol the Potomac to prevent the construction of rebel artillery positions.


     


    April 30, Tuesday


    Union forces retreat from Indian Territory (modern Oklahoma).


    [image: ] AL visits various regiments now stationed in Washington.


    [image: ] AL approves enrolling loyal citizens in St. Louis to maintain Federal authority.


    [image: ] In the afternoon, AL meets with Rufus King (named minister to the Papal States but on leave to be a general of Wisconsin volunteers) and New York Pvt. Robert Gould Shaw. Shaw leaves after a five-minute conversation, favorably impressed by AL.


    [image: ] In the evening, AL meets with Carl Schurz, Blair, and Fox.

  


  
    May 1861


    Summary: The situation stabilizes as more states take sides, but the throng of office-seekers never slows. The death of AL’s friend Elmer Ellsworth is a reminder that this really is a war.


    May 1, Wednesday


    [image: ] AL invites Major Robert Anderson (who had commanded Fort Sumter) to the White House for a social visit.


    [image: ] AL confers with Kentucky politician Garrett Davis


    [image: ] Massachusetts Sen. Henry Wilson and others urge AL and the Cabinet to adopt more aggressive war measures.


    [image: ] Unionists from western Virginia ask AL for assistance.


    [image: ] The band of the 7th New York Militia performs at the White House in the evening, and AL speaks briefly to them.


     


    May 2, Thursday


    [image: ] AL reviews the Rhode Island Marine Artillery.


    [image: ] AL reviews the New York Fire Zouaves, a regiment commanded by his friend Col. Elmer Ellsworth.


     


    May 3, Friday


    [image: ] AL issues a proclamation calling for 42,034 three-year volunteers to bring the regular army to a total of 156,861 and the navy to 25,000.


    [image: ] Capt. Meigs reports to AL concerning his expedition to Fort Pickens.


     


    May 4, Saturday


    [image: ] AL confers with Gen. Butler about the military situation at Baltimore.


    [image: ] A committee from the Maryland legislature sees AL to protest the possible military occupation of the state by vengeful Federals. AL replies that troop dispositions will be guided by the public interest and not any spirit of revenge.


     


    May 5, Sunday


    [image: ] AL hears from a committee of Baltimore citizens who urge him to recognize the independence of the seceded states. AL rejects the idea.


    [image: ] Connecticut Gov. William Buckingham assures AL of the support of the people of Connecticut.


    [image: ] AL calls a meeting of government department heads 8 p.m. at the White House.


     


    May 6, Monday


    Tennessee and Arkansas secede.


    [image: ] AL introduces Chase to James Gordon Bennett Jr., who is offering one or more yachts to the government for use as revenue cutters.


    [image: ] AL tells another commission from the Maryland legislature that the movement of military units must “necessarily be contingent” on the situation.


    [image: ] AL nominates a minister for Brazil.


     


    May 7, Tuesday


    [image: ] AL sends Col. Robert Anderson to recruit three-year troops in Kentucky and western Virginia.


    [image: ] During the morning, Col. Elmer Ellsworth visits the White House.


    [image: ] AL, Tad, and Hay attend exercises of Ellsworth’s regiment.


    [image: ] AL, Gen. Scott, and Cabinet members review New Jersey volunteer units.


    [image: ] A committee representing the governors of Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin visit AL and pledge their full support.


    [image: ] AL acknowledges a declaration from the Republic of San Marino (a tiny city-state in north Italy) granting him citizenship there.


     


    May 8, Wednesday


    [image: ] AL attends a flag-raising ceremony of the 69th New York on Georgetown Heights.


    [image: ] AL writes to Chase about a patronage job in New York, where rival Republicans Horace Greeley and Thurlow Weed are backing the same person: “I suppose the like never happened before, and never will again.”


    [image: ] In afternoon AL goes for a drive in an open carriage with Seward.


     


    May 9, Thursday


    [image: ] AL joins an outing to the Navy Yard. He sees a dress parade of the 71st New York, attends a band concert, and boards the USS Pensacola to see its 11-inch guns fired.


    [image: ] In the evening AL and MTL host a reception of commissioned officers. Finding Major Robert Anderson in the group, AL has Anderson stand with him.


     


    May 10, Friday


    Riots break out in St. Louis between Unionists and secessionists.


    [image: ] AL authorizes the Union military commander in Florida to suspend habeas corpus.


    [image: ] AL poses for photographs at Matthew Brady’s studio.


    [image: ] AL writes to Rhode Island Gov. William Sprague to say he will not appoint Sprague’s nominee to a postmaster position, as most of the Rhode Island congressional delegation opposes the nominee.


    [image: ] MTL arrives in Philadelphia with her entourage, on a shopping trip for White House fittings.


     


    May 11, Saturday


    Unionists prevail on the streets of St. Louis.


    [image: ] AL sees someone whom Horace Greeley wants hired at the New York customhouse.


    [image: ] AL and Carl Schurz watch the Marine band perform on the White House lawn.


    [image: ] MTL leaves Philadelphia at 2 p.m. for New York.


     


    May 12, Sunday


    [image: ] AL joins Seward and Thurlow Weed for a three-hour cruise on the Potomac.


     


    May 13, Monday


    Union troops occupy Baltimore.


    [image: ] AL, in the afternoon, reviews District of Columbia militia units on the White House grounds.


    [image: ] Between 9 and 10 p.m., AL speaks to a serenading group.


    [image: ] MTL, in New York, buys a carriage for $900.


     


    May 14, Tuesday


    [image: ] AL authorizes Col. Robert Anderson to distribute arms in Kentucky.


    [image: ] AL asks Cameron to see what Blair is upset about. (Blair backs the wholesale promotion of volunteer officers, which the army bureaucracy opposes.)


    [image: ] AL discusses military commissions with Cameron.


    [image: ] AL attends a reception at Seward’s house.


     


    May 15, Wednesday


    [image: ] AL reviews 4,000 troops from New York, Massachusetts, and Pennsylvania.


    [image: ] Gen. Butler confers with AL.


     


    May 16, Thursday


    Kentucky declares its neutrality.


    [image: ] AL attends the wedding of the son of Adjutant Gen. Lorenzo Thomas.


    [image: ] AL sees a dress parade of the 7th New York Militia with Seward.


    [image: ] Gen. Butler spends the evening conferring with AL, Gen. Scott, Blair, and Cameron.


    [image: ] A delegation from Alexandria, Virginia, assures AL that the town opposes secession.


    [image: ] MTL, in New York, orders a dinner service for the White House, plus mantel ornaments for the Blue and Green Rooms.


     


    May 17, Friday


    [image: ] The 1st Michigan and their band march to the White House to perform for AL.


    [image: ] MTL leaves New York at 5 p.m. for Boston.


     


    May 18, Saturday


    [image: ] AL inspects outposts along the Potomac.


    [image: ] AL sends a request to Missouri Rep. Francis Blair Jr. not to deliver an order (which he was hand-carrying) to Gen. William Harney removing him from command of the Department of the West, “unless in your judgment the necessity to the contrary is very urgent.” (Gen. Harney was suspect because he was from Tennessee and had agreed to a truce in Missouri that let pro-South militias control most of the state. But he had already been dismissed and restored once. Blair later delivered the order.)


    [image: ] AL and Seward inspect ordnance at the Navy Yard.


    [image: ] AL attends an evening concert by the Marine band on the White House grounds.


    [image: ] MTL arrives in Boston.


     


    May 19, Sunday


    [image: ] AL attends church.


    [image: ] AL, Seward, and Gen. Meigs drive to Great Falls, Virginia, and return about dark.


    [image: ] MTL visits RTL in Cambridge, Massachusetts.


     


    May 20, Monday


    North Carolina secedes. The Confederate capital moves to Richmond.


    [image: ] AL writes to New York Gov. Edwin Morgan noting that Morgan is not justified in being upset that AL moved fourteen New York regiments to the front without consulting him: “We are in no condition to waste time on technicalities.”


    [image: ] AL talks with delegates from the “Pulaski’s Legion,” a Polish Battalion from New York, about the idea of mustering a Polish regiment from all states.


    [image: ] MTL returns to New York.


     


    May 21, Tuesday


    [image: ] AL and Seward revise instructions for Charles Francis Adams, minister to England, emphasizing the need to oppose any move to recognize the Confederacy.


    [image: ] MTL in New York spends $116.50 on carpeting.


     


    May 22, Wednesday


    [image: ] AL writes to New York Gov. Edwin Morgan suggesting a face-to-face meeting about Morgan’s problem with the government’s unilateral disposition of New York regiments. (Morgan declines.)


     


    May 23, Thursday


    Virginia voters approve secession.


    [image: ] AL with MTL (returned from New York) attends a flag presentation ceremony for the 7th New York Militia.


     


    May 24, Friday


    Federal troops occupy Alexandria, where Col. Elmer Ellsworth is killed hauling down a secessionist flag flying over a hotel.


    [image: ] AL weeps openly when he learns, through a War Department telegram, of the death of his friend Col. Ellsworth. AL calls a Cabinet meeting to discuss the incident, and then drives to the Navy Yard to view the body.


    [image: ] AL later receives a reporter and Massachusetts Sen. Henry Wilson, but then excuses himself, being unable to talk.


    [image: ] AL returns to the Navy Yard in the evening and arranges for Ellsworth’s funeral.


    [image: ] AL approves a bill for $952.48, for carpeting MTL purchased in New York.


     


    May 25, Saturday


    [image: ] AL and MTL attend funeral services for Ellsworth in the East Room. Tad and Willie join AL during the procession to the train depot to return the body to New York.


    [image: ] AL writes condolences to Ellsworth’s parents.


    [image: ] AL and Cameron consider using the Rothschild organization to shape public opinion in Europe.


     


    May 26, Sunday


    Gen. McClellan enters western Virginia to protect the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad.


     


    May 27, Monday


    [image: ] AL talks to three members of a sixty-man artillery battery in Baltimore that is offering its services to the Union.


    [image: ] Blair and Gen. Meigs discuss with AL the suggested appointment of a quartermaster general.


    [image: ] Gen. Meigs confers with AL and Seward about Fort Pickens


    [image: ] Carl Schurz calls on AL.


    [image: ] RTL, on vacation from Harvard, is at the White House.


     


    May 28, Tuesday


    [image: ] AL and MTL host a levee in the East Room of the White House.


     


    May 29, Wednesday


    [image: ] AL and Blair decide Gen. Butler can employ fugitive slaves, and does not have to send them back.


    [image: ] In afternoon, Seward and AL visit several army camps on the south side of Potomac.


    [image: ] AL reviews the 14th New York.


    [image: ] In the evening the 7th New York serenades AL.


     


    May 30, Thursday


    At Norfolk, Virginia, the Confederates raise the USS Merrimack.


    [image: ] AL has Bates construct an argument supporting the suspension of habeas corpus, since Chief Justice Roger Taney has twice tried to get a writ executed for a man arrested for treason by the military.


    [image: ] At 3 p.m., AL reviews four newly arrived New York regiments.


    [image: ] At night, AL visits the Navy Yard where he boards the USS Monticello to see the damage it suffered exchanging fire with Confederate batteries at the mouth of the James River, May 18 and 19.


     


    May 31, Friday


    U.S. mail service to the Confederacy ends.


    [image: ] AL limits interviews to matters of urgent importance.


    [image: ] RTL, Nicolay, and Hay get passes to cross the river and visit Arlington House, the former home of Robert E. Lee, now a Confederate general.
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