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“ARE YOU SURE THIS IS a good idea?” I ask. Anxiety courses through my blood as Fred punches a code into the security system.

“It’s totally fine,” Fred says. His hazel eyes light up when the door unlocks. “This is my dad’s jewelry store, so it’s practically mine.”

I want to say, Uh, I don’t think that’s how property laws work. And if ‘it’s totally fine,’ why are we sneaking into your dad’s store in the middle of the night? Also, aren’t you and your dad kind of, like, not speaking right now?

But I bite my lip and refrain from telling my boyfriend what I actually think — as usual.

My heart is threatening to beat its way out of my chest when we go inside. I stiffen, expecting an alarm to go off. Getting into a store with at least a few million dollars worth of diamonds at 2 AM shouldn’t be this easy.

I cringe when Fred carelessly tosses a diamond bracelet into his jacket. “Do you want a diamond necklace, babe?” he asks. “It can be your anniversary present.”

A stolen diamond necklace — how romantic. Then a wave of existential dread comes over me at the reminder of our upcoming anniversary. I’ve been with Fred for almost two years, and I may be with him for God knows how many more.
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