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Chapter 1: Echoes of a Clean Shot
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Six months gone.

Silence loud.

New name. New face. New crowd.

Autumn moved through Istanbul’s haze,

With memories sharp and nights ablaze.

She’d dyed her hair. She changed her gait.

But some ghosts...

Always wait.

A whisper in a market. A shadow near.

A chill down her spine—

Was he here?

Jace.

The name she’d buried deep,

The man she left without a sweep.

She’d watched him sleep, then disappeared—

Because loving him

Was what she feared.

Now a file lay on her hotel bed,

One target marked in burning red.

Her breath caught tight when she turned the page—

Jace Ryder.

Status:

Engaged.

She cursed the ache that pulled her chest,

Buried it deep like all the rest.

But just as she moved to shut the door,

A voice behind—

Too close to ignore.

“You goanna kill me this time, or ask how I’ve been?”

His smirk still burned, soaked in sin.

She turned—gun up, heart cracked clean.

“You followed me?”

“I never left the scene.”

He stepped in close. She stepped back.

But their chemistry snapped

Like a trap gone slack.

“You were dead,” she hissed. “I saw the file.”

He laughed. “You really think they'd let me die in style?”

The air turned thick.

Too much. Too near.

Between them:

Lust.

Regret.

And fear.

Then she lowered the gun, just enough—
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