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      Sher Carr could not remember the last time she had laughed.

      She could remember just about everything else. She never forgot a family birthday or her husband’s schedule. She never forgot a meal and really enjoyed trying new recipes. And she never forgot garbage day or when it was time to clean a certain part of the house.

      She never forgot a deadline with work or an appointment, either.

      Yet for the life of her she couldn’t remember the last time she had actually laughed.

      She smiled a lot. People had told her she had a wonderful smile. But she never laughed and for the last couple days that was really bothering her, since reading an article online about how laughing was good for the health.

      Sher considered herself a normal person. She stood five-four, was thin and in shape because she exercised three times a week in their home gym in the back bedroom. She had short blonde hair she kept styled and usually wore slacks, a nice matching blouse, and often a light sweater, dressing up for work even though she worked from an office in their third bedroom.

      She was a project manager who worked for a number of corporations, almost entirely from home, since the companies she helped were spread all over the world. She found the work challenging and sometimes stressful. And it certainly paid well.

      She and her husband Steve went out for dinner almost every Friday, usually at one of three of their favorite restaurants. They would talk about Steve’s job at a major tech firm or her most recent client or work problem or even the plan for the next thing they wanted to do to fix up the house.

      Every six months or so they talked about the family they wanted to start, but they both felt young at thirty-one, so they had some time to wait.

      They had pretty regular sex every Friday night after dinner and then worked together around the house on Saturday together. They had a wonderful three-bedroom home on a nice quiet street called Bryant Street.

      They had nice, brown-toned cloth furniture, two new cars, both Fords, but not pets, since Steve was allergic to both cats and dogs.

      They both really liked working on their home and taking pride in it. They had just remodeled their kitchen to state-of-the-art everything. That had made her smile almost every day since it was finished.

      They also had good neighbors who kept their houses up perfectly as well. She loved their neighborhood. She felt safe in it.
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