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Introduction
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This is the book for you if you are seeking to be rich. In fact, so wealthy you'll have a new home and new life in no time. By the time you reach the end of reading this book, you will have all the keys necessary to start a new life anywhere you want. The only thing that can stop you is you. A world of knowledge and transformation is revealed in this small book that will change your life forever. Guaranteed. 
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Chapter 1: Getting Started
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The grand tapestry of salvation, woven with threads of divine grace and human destiny, does not originate in the fleeting moments of our earthly existence. It is not a spontaneous decision sparked by a momentary pang of conscience or a sudden desire for a better life. Nay, beloved reader, the truth, as unveiled in the King James Version of the Holy Scriptures, points to a far more profound and awe-inspiring reality: salvation is the outworking of a divine plan, an eternal purpose conceived in the heart of God before the very foundations of the world were laid. It is a decree etched in the immutable character of the Almighty, a testament to His sovereign will and perfect love. To truly grasp the immensity of our redemption, we must first anchor ourselves in this foundational truth, recognizing that salvation is, in its entirety, God's initiative, His masterpiece, meticulously planned from everlasting to everlasting.

Before the stars were scattered across the celestial expanse, before time itself began its relentless march, God, in His infinite wisdom and perfect foreknowledge, foresaw all that would come to pass. He knew the creation He would fashion, the beings He would breathe life into, and the tragic fall that would ensue. Yet, even in His prescience of sin and its devastating consequences, His heart was set upon a people whom He would call His own. This is not a matter of God being surprised by our choices or reacting to an unforeseen dilemma. Rather, it is the unfolding of a predetermined counsel, a divine decree that transcends human comprehension. As the Apostle Paul, guided by the Holy Spirit, eloquently penned in his epistle to the Ephesians, "According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will" (Ephesians 1:4-5). Observe the deliberate language: "chosen us in him," and "predestinated us unto the adoption." These are not passive pronouncements but active assertions of God's sovereign choice, made not in response to our merit, but according to "the good pleasure of his will."

––––––––
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This choosing, this predestination, flows directly from the very essence of God's being. He is a God of perfect love, boundless mercy, and unyielding justice. These attributes, far from being in conflict, work in perfect harmony within His eternal purpose. His love is the impetus for His desire to redeem a fallen humanity. His mercy is the wellspring from which forgiveness flows, offering a way back to Himself for those who are lost. And His justice, a truth often overlooked by those who seek to minimize God's sovereignty, demands that sin be dealt with. The decree of salvation, therefore, is not an arbitrary decision, but a righteous and loving provision that satisfies all the perfections of His divine character. It is a plan that upholds His holiness while extending His grace, a testament to His unchangeable nature.

––––––––
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Consider, for a moment, the profound implications of this "before the foundation of the world" concept. It places God’s decree of salvation not as a secondary or reactive measure, but as the primary and foundational purpose of His creative and redemptive acts. The very existence of the universe, and of humanity within it, is intrinsically linked to this eternal purpose. God did not create the world and then, upon seeing its fallen state, scramble to devise a plan of salvation. No, the plan was already in place, the Lamb slain in the eternal counsels of God before the first dawn broke upon creation. This perspective is crucial for understanding the security and certainty of salvation. If salvation were contingent upon our ability to initiate or maintain it, it would be as fleeting and unreliable as human will. But because it is rooted in God’s eternal decree, it is as steadfast and immutable as God Himself.

––––––––
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The scriptures resonate with this foundational truth. In Romans, chapter 8, verses 29 and 30, we read, "For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he he also glorified." This unbroken chain, stretching from foreknowledge to glorification, is a powerful testament to God's sovereign hand in salvation. He foreknows, He predestinates, He calls, He justifies, and He glorifies. Each step is initiated and secured by God. There is no gap in this divine sequence where human merit or effort can intrude and claim credit. The individual is brought through each stage by God’s unassailable power and unwavering purpose.

––––––––
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The concept of "foreknowledge" used here by Paul is not mere passive awareness of future events. In the Hebrew and Greek thought behind these passages, foreknowledge often implies a deeper intimacy and a purposeful selection. It is akin to God knowing Abraham, not just as a man who would live in a certain era, but in a deeply personal and relational sense, a knowledge that leads to a covenant. Thus, God’s foreknowledge of those He saves is a foreknowledge of love, a foreknowledge that sets His affection upon them. And this foreknowledge is inextricably linked to His predestination. He doesn't merely know who 

will be saved; He purposefully appoints them to salvation.

This doctrine of predestination, while sometimes a point of contention, is essential for understanding the humility required in our approach to God and the profound gratitude we owe Him. It underscores that our salvation is not a reward for our perceived goodness or our ability to earn our way into God's favor. Instead, it is a sovereign act of divine grace bestowed upon those whom He has chosen. This removes all grounds for boasting. As the Apostle Paul states in 1 Corinthians 1:29-31, "That no flesh should glory in his presence. But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord." Our glory is not in our decision to believe, but in the Lord who made that decision possible, who orchestrated the very circumstances and worked the very faith within us that leads to salvation.

––––––––
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Furthermore, this eternal purpose speaks to the magnificent scope of God's plan. It is not a hastily conceived afterthought to rectify a mistake. It is the central theme of His redemptive narrative, woven through the entirety of Scripture, from the first promise in Genesis to the final consummation in Revelation. Every covenant, every prophecy, every act of judgment and mercy points back to this eternal decree. It is the lens through which we must understand God's dealings with humanity. When we see sin, we see the consequence of a rebellion against a holy God. When we see the cross, we see the fulfillment of an eternal plan to overcome that rebellion. When we see the Church, we see a people gathered out of all nations, predestined to bear witness to God's glorious grace.

––––––––
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Let us delve deeper into the foundational scriptures that illuminate this divine decree. The prophet Jeremiah, in chapter 1, verses 4 and 5, records the word of the Lord coming to him: "Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations." While this is a specific instance of Jeremiah's calling, the principle extends to all whom God has chosen for salvation. The "before" is paramount. It speaks of an eternal relationship and purpose that predates physical conception and earthly existence. God's knowledge and sanctification of Jeremiah were not based on Jeremiah's future actions, but on God's sovereign election.

––––––––
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This concept is echoed in the very fabric of creation. The Apostle John, in the opening verses of his Gospel, provides a breathtaking theological perspective on the person of Jesus Christ and His role in God's eternal plan. He writes, "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made." (John 1:1-3). And then, John transitions to the purpose of the Word's coming: "He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." (John 1:10-13). The contrast between the world's rejection and the reception by "as many as received him" is crucial. And the origin of this reception is explicitly stated: "born... not of the will of man, but of God." This divine begetting, this spiritual birth, is the fruit of God's eternal purpose, enabling individuals to receive Christ and thus become sons of God.

––––––––
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The concept of election, the choosing of God, is central to this understanding. It is not a matter of God arbitrarily picking some and arbitrarily rejecting others. Rather, it is the sovereign choice of a holy God to save a people for Himself, a choice rooted in His perfect attributes and ultimately expressed through the sacrifice of His Son. Peter, in his first epistle, addresses believers as "elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ" (1 Peter 1:2). Here again, we see the interconnectedness of God's foreknowledge, the Spirit's work, and the atoning blood of Christ, all within the framework of an eternal election. The obedience that follows is not the ground of election, but its fruit and evidence.

––––––––
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This doctrine assures us that our salvation is not a precarious venture dependent on our fluctuating spiritual performance. It is grounded in the immutable God and His eternal purpose. It is He who initiates, He who preserves, and He who perfects. This should inspire deep humility, profound gratitude, and unwavering confidence in our faith. When we understand that we are chosen not because we were better than others, but because God, in His sovereign love, set His heart upon us, it silences all human pride and exalts the Giver of salvation.

––––––––
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The implications of this eternal purpose for the believer's life are immense. It means that our faith is not a blind leap into the unknown, but a response to a divine invitation rooted in an eternal plan. It means that the trials and tribulations we face are not evidence of God's abandonment, but are permitted within His sovereign plan to conform us to the image of His Son, a purpose that began before time. It means that the assurance of our salvation is not based on feelings or fleeting experiences, but on the unfailing faithfulness of God and the eternal security He has ordained for His own.

––––––––

[image: ]


Consider the weight of this truth when faced with doubt or despair. When the accuser whispers lies of worthlessness or condemnation, we can stand firm on the eternal decree of God. He chose us, He predestinated us, He called us, He justified us, and He will glorify us. This is not a human promise, but a divine declaration, secured by the blood of Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul, writing to the church at Philippi, reassures them with these words: "Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ" (Philippians 1:6). This confidence is not rooted in our own strength or perseverance, but in the One who initiated the work and who is able to bring it to completion.

––––––––
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The eternal purpose of God in salvation also provides a robust theological framework for understanding the nature of the Church. The Church is not merely a voluntary association of like-minded individuals. It is the corporate body of the elect, gathered from every nation, tribe, people, and tongue, brought together by the sovereign hand of God according to His eternal purpose. This understanding fosters a deep sense of unity and shared destiny among believers, transcending earthly distinctions and divisions. We are one in Christ because we are one in the Father's eternal plan.

––––––––
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The King James Version, with its majestic and authoritative tone, consistently presents this foundational truth. It speaks of God's sovereignty not as a philosophical abstraction, but as a living reality that undergirds all of His dealings with humanity. The language used is deliberate and weighty, designed to impress upon the reader the immensity of God's plan and the certainty of His purposes. Phrases like "before the foundation of the world," "eternal purpose," and "foreordained" are not mere theological jargon; they are divine revelations that invite us into a deeper understanding of God's eternal nature and His magnificent redemptive work.

––––––––
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This doctrine is not meant to paralyze us into inactivity, but to empower us with the assurance that our efforts in serving God are not in vain. Our good works are not the cause of our salvation, but the evidence and fruit of it, flowing from a heart transformed by God's eternal purpose. When we understand that we are saved to do good works, and not by good works, our service becomes an act of worship and gratitude, a joyful expression of our union with Christ, rather than a desperate attempt to earn God's favor.

––––––––
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In conclusion to this foundational understanding, let it be etched upon our hearts that salvation is not a human endeavor but a divine masterpiece, conceived in the mind of God before the ages and executed through the finished work of His Son, Jesus Christ. It is rooted in His perfect character – His unfailing love, His boundless mercy, and His unyielding justice. The scriptures of the King James Version bear clear witness to this truth, calling us to recognize God's sovereign initiative in every aspect of our redemption. This understanding is the bedrock upon which all subsequent truths of salvation are built, providing the assurance, the hope, and the motivation for a life lived in grateful response to His glorious grace. It sets the stage, not for our striving, but for His glory, as He brings His eternal purpose to its triumphant completion. The human response, as we shall explore in due course, is a necessary and vital component, but it is a response that is itself enabled and orchestrated by the divine decree, a testament to the all-encompassing power and wisdom of our God.

The grand tapestry of salvation, woven with threads of divine grace and human destiny, does not originate in the fleeting moments of our earthly existence. It is not a spontaneous decision sparked by a momentary pang of conscience or a sudden desire for a better life. Nay, beloved reader, the truth, as unveiled in the King James Version of the Holy Scriptures, points to a far more profound and awe-inspiring reality: salvation is the outworking of a divine plan, an eternal purpose conceived in the heart of God before the very foundations of the world were laid. It is a decree etched in the immutable character of the Almighty, a testament to His sovereign will and perfect love. To truly grasp the immensity of our redemption, we must first anchor ourselves in this foundational truth, recognizing that salvation is, in its entirety, God's initiative, His masterpiece, meticulously planned from everlasting to everlasting.

Before the stars were scattered across the celestial expanse, before time itself began its relentless march, God, in His infinite wisdom and perfect foreknowledge, foresaw all that would come to pass. He knew the creation He would fashion, the beings He would breathe life into, and the tragic fall that would ensue. Yet, even in His prescience of sin and its devastating consequences, His heart was set upon a people whom He would call His own. This is not a matter of God being surprised by our choices or reacting to an unforeseen dilemma. Rather, it is the unfolding of a predetermined counsel, a divine decree that transcends human comprehension. As the Apostle Paul, guided by the Holy Spirit, eloquently penned in his epistle to the Ephesians, "According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will" (Ephesians 1:4-5). Observe the deliberate language: "chosen us in him," and "predestinated us unto the adoption." These are not passive pronouncements but active assertions of God's sovereign choice, made not in response to our merit, but according to "the good pleasure of his will."

––––––––
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This choosing, this predestination, flows directly from the very essence of God's being. He is a God of perfect love, boundless mercy, and unyielding justice. These attributes, far from being in conflict, work in perfect harmony within His eternal purpose. His love is the impetus for His desire to redeem a fallen humanity. His mercy is the wellspring from which forgiveness flows, offering a way back to Himself for those who are lost. And His justice, a truth often overlooked by those who seek to minimize God's sovereignty, demands that sin be dealt with. The decree of salvation, therefore, is not an arbitrary decision, but a righteous and loving provision that satisfies all the perfections of His divine character. It is a plan that upholds His holiness while extending His grace, a testament to His unchangeable nature.
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Consider, for a moment, the profound implications of this "before the foundation of the world" concept. It places God’s decree of salvation not as a secondary or reactive measure, but as the primary and foundational purpose of His creative and redemptive acts. The very existence of the universe, and of humanity within it, is intrinsically linked to this eternal purpose. God did not create the world and then, upon seeing its fallen state, scramble to devise a plan of salvation. No, the plan was already in place, the Lamb slain in the eternal counsels of God before the first dawn broke upon creation. This perspective is crucial for understanding the security and certainty of salvation. If salvation were contingent upon our ability to initiate or maintain it, it would be as fleeting and unreliable as human will. But because it is rooted in God’s eternal decree, it is as steadfast and immutable as God Himself.
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The scriptures resonate with this foundational truth. In Romans, chapter 8, verses 29 and 30, we read, "For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he he also glorified." This unbroken chain, stretching from foreknowledge to glorification, is a powerful testament to God's sovereign hand in salvation. He foreknows, He predestinates, He calls, He justifies, and He glorifies. Each step is initiated and secured by God. There is no gap in this divine sequence where human merit or effort can intrude and claim credit. The individual is brought through each stage by God’s unassailable power and unwavering purpose.
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The concept of "foreknowledge" used here by Paul is not mere passive awareness of future events. In the Hebrew and Greek thought behind these passages, foreknowledge often implies a deeper intimacy and a purposeful selection. It is akin to God knowing Abraham, not just as a man who would live in a certain era, but in a deeply personal and relational sense, a knowledge that leads to a covenant. Thus, God’s foreknowledge of those He saves is a foreknowledge of love, a foreknowledge that sets His affection upon them. And this foreknowledge is inextricably linked to His predestination. He doesn't merely know who 

will be saved; He purposefully appoints them to salvation.

This doctrine of predestination, while sometimes a point of contention, is essential for understanding the humility required in our approach to God and the profound gratitude we owe Him. It underscores that our salvation is not a reward for our perceived goodness or our ability to earn our way into God's favor. Instead, it is a sovereign act of divine grace bestowed upon those whom He has chosen. This removes all grounds for boasting. As the Apostle Paul states in 1 Corinthians 1:29-31, "That no flesh should glory in his presence. But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord." Our glory is not in our decision to believe, but in the Lord who made that decision possible, who orchestrated the very circumstances and worked the very faith within us that leads to salvation.
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