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 Introduction and Instructions for
Use



Introduction

A catechism is a series of questions and
answers designed to teach the basics. In this internet age we see a
kind of catechism in the form of an FAQ, “Frequently Asked
Questions.” An FAQ is a list of questions and answers giving basic
information on a particular subject.

A Christian Catechism is a list of questions
and answers giving information about Christian beliefs. Christian
catechisms can be very detailed or very basic, giving instruction
on the principles and beliefs of Christianity. Most catechisms are
designed to teach denominational beliefs.

From the earliest days the New Testament
church has used catechisms to instruct new believers in their new
faith. In the 2nd and 3rd centuries, a
catechism was used to prepare new believers for baptism and the
persecution that would follow. The purpose was to give these new
converts to the faith a good foundation in the things they
believed, so when questioned they would be able to give a reason
for their hope in Christ. And when tried and persecuted they could
stand firm in their faith to the end.

Since those early church days, catechisms
have been used to teach Christians their faith. Questions and
answers were read by a pastor, elder, deacon, teacher, or parent to
be memorized by those they were instructing. Those who are young in
the faith, or uninstructed in their faith, don’t know the questions
to ask, nor the answers to give, about their faith. Hence a
catechism is a simple way of instruction.

The catechism in your hands is not based on
any specific denominational beliefs. The authors’ theology is
consistent with the Reformed faith of many Christian denominations.
Naturally that theology is not agreeable to “Christianized”
religions adding to the Scripture, such as the Roman Catholic
Church, Mormonism, or other church groups supporting liberalism,
secularism, the prosperity gospel, “woke,” Critical Race Theory, or
other worldly philosophies. Such groups may learn from this
Catechism, but it does not support their beliefs.
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