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        Petty thieves Denny and Billy found the perfect target: a house where the family left every month for three to four days. Settling in to strip the place bare, Denny and Billy soon discover the house isn’t as unguarded as it first appears.
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      “I told you the back door was the easiest,” Denny Wilson said, drawing the kitchen shades. “I've been walking this neighborhood for months.”

      His partner, Billy Wayne Benton, stood inside the door, his hefty six foot four inch frame hiding the ruined door jam. He hated when Denny bragged about his methods, especially during a job. Excess talking was sloppy, a sign of inferior thinking. Billy didn't talk unless absolutely necessary.

      This habit suited Denny perfectly. His short, lithe body skimmed across the tile floor and he peeked into the dining room. More windows, these blinds drawn but not totally closed.

      “Wait here,” he told Billy. He could see the man nod impatiently, a flicker of distaste crossing his face. Denny grinned. He loved to needle the big, silent man.

      He toured the bottom floor of the house, posh living room, exquisite dining room, crisp office/den. Taping the edges of the shades with masking tape, he mumbled as the double thick gloves stuck on the tape. He'd read once that cops could get prints through thin gloves and he'd doubled up ever since.

      Finishing, he returned to the stark, white kitchen where Billy waited.

      “All ready, your highness.”

      Billy snorted and pushed past him, one hand brushing Denny's sleeve. Denny noticed that his glove was thin. Obviously Billy hadn't read the same article.

      They worked methodically, room by room. Denny stacked stereo equipment by the back door. He preferred taking everything out to the van at once, instead of piecemeal as they went along. It was cleaner, neater. Looked more like a move than a robbery.
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