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Wick was sitting in an armchair beside the fire, the dark green cushions vibrant against her jet-black hair and gown. The gown’s sleeves were slit up the sides, so that they fell like wings, leaving her white arms bare as she sat with her hands calmly in her lap, regarding Selene.

Arlonhold was the name of the castle to which Wick had whisked Selene away. It stood on an island in the middle of a great lake, in the heart of Dark Bloom Forest. The occasional small boat came to and from the island, bearing supplies for Wick’s servants to keep life in Arlonhold running smoothly, but that was all. Aside from Wick’s sisters, there were never any visitors here. Wick lived her life in solitude, seeing only her servants and receiving the occasional raven from one of her sisters.

Upon Selene’s arrival, Wick had explained that the old castle had been given to her by her sister, Serian, who had taken pity on her that their parents had disowned her and left her threadbare. And so, instead of venturing into the city to open a shop or a healing clinic, Wick had settled here, living her life in luxury, wearing fancy gowns every day, eating succulent meats, and enjoying a lazy life of reading and soaking in her bathing basin. 

Wick believed she now had everything. All she required, she told Selene with a lusty smile, was a lover to share it with for the next three hundred years. Wouldn’t Selene be that lover? 

Selene still hadn’t answered, for she was . . . considering it. She was surprised with herself that she hadn’t immediately said “yes,” for she had come here in the first place because she believed she had no place at Zelda’s side. It was she who wrote a letter to Wick, asking where she was and if she could not come and live with her. Wick had answered by appearing in a puddle near Selene’s boot, smiling up at her from the water. And then a portal had opened, and Selene had stepped through to find herself here.

The last day she was with Zelda, Aereth, and the Knights of Falcon, Selene had sadly watched as everyone sat around the fire outside Sune and Kare’s tent. They were all so engaged in one another, eating and laughing and chatting ceaselessly. Aereth had doted on Gweneth (ranting about Gweneth’s prowess with a sword), Zelda had doted on Calain (lovingly feeding her spoonfuls of stew), and Sune and Kare could not stop praising Cassandra’s magick abilities – such as her visions and the dream walking – which had aided Gweneth so many times, for the people of Ellormest had great respect for magick, even if they couldn’t wield it themselves. 
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