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About the Author

Leslie Ball is a devoted student and teacher of the Bible whose journey reflects a deep passion for understanding and sharing the life-transforming message of Yeshua (Jesus). Raised in a Christian tradition, Leslie always felt drawn to spiritual exploration, seeking truth in various faiths before returning to a careful study of the Holy Scriptures. This pursuit led him to a profound conviction in the Oneness of God and the significance of baptism—core beliefs that now shape his teaching and writing.

A pivotal moment in Leslie’s spiritual life occurred in early 2002, following the events of September 11, 2001. Fervent prayer and intensive Bible study culminated in a powerful experience of being baptized in the Holy Spirit—an event that radically changed his perspective, freed him from long-standing habits, and brought new clarity to understanding the Scriptures. This transformation ignited Leslie’s commitment to diligent exegesis and a pursuit of truth rooted in the original biblical languages and historical context.

Throughout his faith journey, Leslie’s evolving beliefs often led to theological disagreements within traditional church settings, compelling him to continue his studies independently and worship privately. Despite these challenges, Leslie remained steadfast in his conviction, ultimately focusing his ministry on helping others grasp the fullness of salvation through Yeshua’s name, water and Spirit baptism, and the absolute unity of God.

Leslie writes with humility, compassion, and a sincere desire to guide others toward a deeper relationship with Yeshua. Drawing from personal experience, extensive study, and reliance on the Holy Spirit, he addresses foundational questions facing today’s believers while navigating sensitive topics with grace. While recognizing that God’s mercy and judgment surpass human understanding, Leslie encourages all readers to pursue truth boldly, embrace God’s saving plan, and experience liberation and hope through faith and obedience.

This is Leslie’s first book, offered prayerfully for all who seek a greater understanding of God’s Word, the true meaning behind the name Yeshua, and the pathway to spiritual transformation.
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Chapter 1: The Significance of the Name: From Yeshua to Jesus
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Understanding the significance of Yeshua‘s name, the biblical necessity of baptism, and the unified nature of God is crucial for a deeper and more accurate understanding of salvation. This book begins by exploring the profound meaning embedded within the name Yeshua. In selected scripture quotes, I have chosen to use the Lord‘s Hebrew name, Yeshua, and indicate its substitution for ‘Jesus’ with brackets and it will appear: [Yeshua]. 

In Hebrew culture, names carry deep significance, often revealing a person’s identity and purpose. Yeshua, a common name in ancient Israel, is no exception, akin to ‘Joshua‘ today. It originates from the Hebrew root word yasha (ישׁע) meaning "to save" (Strong, s.v. H3467). Therefore, when the angel instructed Mary to name her son ‘JESUS’ (Holy Bible, Authorized King James Version 1769, Luke 1.31), the name YESHUA - its original Hebrew form - conveyed a powerful message: ‘Yahweh saves.’ This meaning is echoed in Matthew: "He shall save His people from their sins.” (Matt. 1.21).

The New Testament affirms the importance of this name in the verse that states, "Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given Him a name which is above every name: that at the name of [Yeshua] every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that [Yeshua] Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2.9-11). Even after His resurrection, Yeshua emphasized the power of His name, directing His followers to preach repentance in His name (Luke 24.47).
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Review of the Greek about Yeshua‘s Name
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Because the way a name is spoken and what it means are essential, this book includes a passage from Greek. Koine Greek is thought by an overwhelming scholarly consensus to be the language in which the New Testament was written. All complete New Testament manuscripts we possess are in Greek. I wanted to make sure the origin is understood. Throughout this book, when referring to the original Greek of the New Testament, particularly for passages like Acts 4.12, the text is drawn from the critical text of the Greek New Testament (Aland et al., Novum Testamentum Graece Acts 4.12). 

The reader needs to understand that this ‘original Greek‘ is not derived from a single, perfectly preserved ancient manuscript. Instead, it represents the culmination of centuries of dedicated scholarly work, known as textual criticism. This process involves meticulously comparing and analyzing thousands of ancient Greek manuscripts, ranging from small fragments to complete biblical codices, that have survived over time. By evaluating the numerous variations found among these copies and applying established principles of textual criticism (such as preferring older readings or those that explain the existence of other variants), textual critics reconstruct what is deemed the most probable original wording of the New Testament authors. This rigorous methodology ensures that the Greek text presented reflects the most reliable scholarly understanding of the biblical text available today.
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