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​​​This book was born out of anguish and hope.

The anguish is real and immediate. As these words are written, the land called holy by Jews, Christians, and Muslims is once again ravaged by war. Gaza, a place where ancient faiths have mingled for centuries, is now a symbol of suffering—its streets filled with grief, its people longing for justice and peace, its children bearing wounds that may never fully heal. The images and stories reach far beyond borders, stirring the hearts of all who claim to follow the Prince of Peace. Each day brings new reports of loss and devastation, and with them, the urgent question: what does it mean to be a Christian in such a time as this?

Yet the hope that animates this project is equally profound. It is the hope that, even in the midst of violence and division, the Church can rediscover its true calling: to be a community of reconciliation, truth, and compassion. It is the hope that Christians will find the courage to question inherited assumptions, to listen to voices long ignored, and to seek the heart of the gospel in the midst of crisis. It is the hope that, by returning to the teachings of Jesus and the wisdom of the early Church, we might find a path toward healing—not only for the people of the Holy Land, but for ourselves and our communities as well.

For too long, much of Western Christianity has been shaped by theological movements—Dispensationalism, Christian Zionism, and Evangelical Literalism—that have profoundly influenced how believers interpret the Bible, understand the people and land of Israel, and engage with the ongoing conflict in the Middle East. These movements, while often presented as timeless truths, are in fact recent innovations. They have led many to read Scripture as a blueprint for geopolitics, to divide God’s people along ethnic and national lines, and, at times, to sanctify violence in the name of prophecy. The consequences of these beliefs are not merely theoretical; they have impacted real lives, shaped international policies, and, tragically, have often contributed to the suffering of those whom Jesus called “the least of these.”

This book is a response to that legacy. It brings together thirty testimonies from scholars, pastors, historians, and activists—women and men whose integrity, learning, and courage have helped the Church to see more clearly. Their voices, drawn from different eras and traditions, form a chorus of critique and invitation. Some have paid a high price for their convictions: ostracism, professional loss, or public censure. Yet their commitment to truth and justice has endured, and their work continues to inspire a growing movement of Christians who refuse to accept easy answers or inherited dogmas without question.

The testimonies in these pages do not merely expose the flaws and dangers of popular theologies. More importantly, they point the way to a deeper, more faithful vision: one rooted in the teachings of Jesus, the witness of the early Church, and the call to justice and mercy. They remind us that the Bible is not a weapon to be wielded in service of ideology, but a living word that calls us to love God and neighbor, to seek peace and pursue it, and to stand with the oppressed and marginalized.

The journey through these pages is not always comfortable. It asks hard questions about cherished beliefs, about complicity in injustice, and about the cost of discipleship. It challenges us to move beyond simplistic answers and to embrace the complexity—and the beauty—of the biblical story. It invites us to wrestle with difficult texts, to listen to voices from the margins, and to open our hearts to the possibility that God is still speaking, still calling the Church to repentance and renewal.

Above all, this book is an invitation to action. The suffering in Gaza, the divisions in the Church, and the misuse of Scripture demand more than intellectual assent or private piety. They call us to stand with the vulnerable, to speak truth in love, and to become peacemakers in a world desperately in need of peace. They call us to examine our own lives and communities, to ask where we have been silent or complicit, and to commit ourselves anew to the radical way of Jesus.

As you read, I invite you to approach these pages with an open mind and a willing heart. Allow yourself to be challenged, to be unsettled, and, ultimately, to be transformed. May this book serve as a catalyst for repentance, renewal, and faithful witness. May it help us, in this dark hour, to remember the words of Jesus:  


“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God.”



With gratitude to the contributors, and with prayer for all who read,  

The Editor

Mohammad M. Mandurah

Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

2025
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1. The Urgency of the Moment

As these pages are written, the world’s attention is fixed on Gaza, where the devastation of war has reached unbearable proportions. The cries of the wounded, the bereaved, and the dispossessed echo across continents. The world watches as ancient cities are reduced to rubble, families are torn apart, and the innocent—often children—bear the brunt of violence that seems unending.

For Christians, the conflict is not a distant tragedy. It unfolds in the land of the Bible, the birthplace of Jesus, and the cradle of our faith. Yet, for many in the church, particularly in the West, the lens through which we view these events is not merely humanitarian or political, but profoundly theological. Generations have been shaped by teachings that claim to find in the Bible a divine blueprint for modern Middle Eastern politics. These teachings have fueled expectations, shaped alliances, and, too often, have muted the church’s prophetic voice for peace and justice.

In this context, the stakes are high. The war in Gaza is not only a humanitarian disaster but a theological crisis. It exposes the consequences of doctrines and interpretations that, while popular and widespread, are far removed from the heart of Christianity. This book is offered as a response to that crisis—a call to return to the roots of our faith, to examine the foundations of our beliefs, and to rediscover the gospel of Jesus as good news for all people, especially the suffering.

2. Objectives of the Book

This book is not just another academic treatise; it is a summons to the church and to all who seek truth. Its objectives are fourfold:


  To Illuminate the Historical and Theological Landscape: The book traces the rise of Dispensationalism, Christian Zionism, and Evangelical Literalism, showing how these movements departed from the historic consensus of the church. It explores how 19th-century anxieties, political ambitions, and interpretive innovations combined to produce doctrines that now dominate much of evangelical thought.

  To Challenge Misreadings of Scripture: Through the voices of thirty distinguished scholars, the book demonstrates that a literalist, predictive, and nationalistic reading of the Bible distorts its message and undermines its power. The testimonies reveal a richer, more faithful way to approach Scripture—one that honors its literary diversity, historical context, and Christ-centered focus.


  To Expose the Real-World Consequences: The book does not shy away from the impact of these theologies. It documents how they have influenced foreign policy, stoked division, and, most painfully, contributed to the suffering of Palestinian Christians and Muslims. It asks hard questions about complicity, silence, and the responsibilities of faith in the face of injustice.


  To Offer a Path Forward: Finally, the book points to a better way—a return to the teachings of Jesus, the wisdom of the early church, and a vision of the kingdom of God that transcends ethnic, political, and national boundaries. It calls Christians to be peacemakers, truth-tellers, and advocates for justice, not passive spectators or cheerleaders for war.



This is a book for our time: a time of conflict, confusion, and opportunity. It is a call to repentance and renewal, to courage and compassion.

3. About the Testimonies

The thirty testimonies presented in this volume are each drawn from published books or articles by prominent scholars, pastors, and theologians. They are organized in chronological order, according to the dates of their original publication. This structure allows readers to trace the development of theological critique across generations and to see how concerns about biblical interpretation, authority, and ethics have evolved over time.

Importantly, the earlier testimonies—those appearing before Dispensationalism and Evangelical Literalism became established movements—were directed primarily against the doctrine of inerrancy and the principle of literalism. These foundational beliefs would later become the bedrock of the new movements critiqued in this book. By challenging inerrancy and literalism from the outset, these early voices laid the groundwork for later critiques of Dispensationalism and Christian Zionism, demonstrating that the roots of the debate reach deeper than recent controversies alone.

4. The Credibility of the Voices

The authority of this book rests on the caliber and integrity of its contributors. The thirty testimonies gathered here represent the best of Christian scholarship and pastoral wisdom. These are not marginal figures or iconoclasts, but respected leaders whose work has shaped the church’s understanding of Scripture and mission.


  Bishop John William Colenso risked his career and reputation to bring intellectual honesty to biblical interpretation, insisting that faith and reason must walk together.

  Charles Augustus Briggs endured censure and exile for advocating a critical, historically informed approach to the Bible, paving the way for generations of faithful scholarship.


  Philip Mauro, Benjamin Warfield, Louis Berkhof, William Hendriksen, and Oswald Allis—pillars of Reformed theology—offered rigorous critiques of Dispensationalism, exposing its novelty and lack of biblical foundation.


  George Eldon Ladd, R.C. Sproul, Gary DeMar—leading voices in eschatology—challenged the sensationalism of rapture theology, offering hope rooted in Christ’s victory and the ongoing mission of the church.


  Bart Ehrman, Peter Enns, Richard Friedman—world-renowned scholars—have illuminated the complexity, humanity, and spiritual depth of Scripture, inviting believers to a more mature and robust faith.


  Stephen Sizer, Donald Wagner, and N.T. Wright—pastors, activists, and theologians—have stood in solidarity with the oppressed, calling the church to repentance, justice, and reconciliation in the Holy Land.



Many of these witnesses have paid a price for their convictions—facing criticism, exclusion, or even persecution. Yet their voices endure, grounded in scholarship, pastoral care, and a deep love for the church and the world. Their testimonies are a gift and a challenge to every reader.

5. An Invitation to the Reader

This book is an invitation—one that is both personal and communal. It invites you, the reader, to enter into a conversation that is as old as the church and as urgent as today’s headlines. It asks you to listen deeply, to question courageously, and to discern faithfully.

Whether you are a pastor, a student, a layperson, or a seeker, you are welcome here. You may come with convictions, doubts, or questions. You may feel anger, grief, or confusion about the suffering in Gaza and the church’s response. This book does not offer easy answers or quick fixes. Instead, it offers the wisdom of those who have wrestled with the hardest questions and found, in the struggle, deeper faith.

You are invited to:


  Listen to voices that challenge the status quo, even when it is uncomfortable.

  Examine the roots of your own beliefs, and ask whether they align with the teachings of Jesus and the witness of the early church.


  Engage Scripture with humility and openness, trusting that God’s truth can withstand our questions.


  Commit yourself to the work of peace, justice, and reconciliation, especially in places of conflict and pain.



6. The Journey Ahead

As you turn the pages of this book, you will encounter stories of courage, scholarship, and costly discipleship. You will meet women and men who have risked much to speak truth to power, to defend the oppressed, and to call the church back to its first love. Their testimonies are not the final word, but an invitation to continue the journey—toward a faith that is intellectually honest, spiritually vibrant, and morally courageous.


❖  May this book equip you to see the world—and the Scriptures—through new eyes.  

❖  May it inspire you to seek the peace of Christ in a world at war.  


❖  May it strengthen your resolve to follow Jesus, wherever he leads.



Welcome to this journey of faith, hope, and love.

—-
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​​​​​​Testimony #1: Colenso – The Pentateuch and Book of Joshua Critically Examined (1862).
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The Author: John William Colenso (1814-1883). He was a Cornish mathematician, defender of the Zulu and biblical scholar, who was the first Church of England Bishop of Natal.​[1]

The Book: ​“The Pentateuch and Book of Joshua Critically Examined.” ​[2] The book is a seminal work in the history of biblical criticism. Published in several volumes between 1862 and 1879, Colenso’s meticulous analysis of the first six books of the Bible sparked intense debate within religious and academic circles. His approach was revolutionary for its time: he applied mathematical reasoning, historical scrutiny, and logical analysis to the sacred texts, exposing errors, contradictions, and inconsistencies that had long been overlooked or rationalized by traditional interpreters.

Core Themes and Arguments

A. The Critical Examination

1. Critical Inquiry and the Challenge to Tradition: Colenso’s primary theme is the necessity of honest, rational inquiry into the Bible. He believed that faith should not be divorced from reason, and that the pursuit of truth, even if it leads to uncomfortable conclusions, is a sacred duty. Colenso was motivated by pastoral concerns, as he encountered doubts and questions from his parishioners—especially in South Africa, where he served as Bishop of Natal—and sought to address these with intellectual integrity.

2. Exposure of Errors, Contradictions, and Inconsistencies: Colenso’s work is distinguished by its rigorous attention to detail. He systematically examines the biblical texts, highlighting numerous instances where the narrative fails to withstand scrutiny. Some of the most striking examples include:


a. Numerical Improbabilities




	
The Census of Israel: In Exodus 12:37, it is claimed that 600,000 men (not counting women and children) left Egypt during the Exodus. Colenso calculates that, including women and children, the total population would be upwards of two to three million. He points out the logistical impossibility of such a vast multitude surviving in the Sinai wilderness, given the described resources—food, water, and shelter. He further notes that the land area of Goshen, where the Israelites supposedly lived in Egypt, could not have supported such a large population.

	
Levite and Firstborn Numbers: Numbers 3:39 states there were 22,000 Levite males, while Numbers 3:43 records 22,273 firstborn males among the Israelites. Colenso observes that this would mean, on average, less than one firstborn male per family, which is statistically improbable given the population size and family structures described.

	
Sacrificial Demands: The Pentateuch describes daily sacrifices and offerings that, over forty years, would require millions of animals. Colenso calculates the impossibility of maintaining such numbers of livestock in the desert, and the impracticality of the rituals as described.




b. Logistical and Chronological Contradictions:




	
The Crossing of the Red Sea: Colenso questions how millions of people, with their possessions and livestock, could cross the Red Sea in a single night, as described in Exodus 14. He also notes the lack of archaeological evidence for such a massive migration.

	
Encampments and Movements: The narrative describes the Israelites camping at Sinai and other locations, but the logistics—setting up, breaking camp, and moving such a large group—are never addressed. Colenso calculates the time and resources required, finding them implausible.

	
Genealogical Timelines: In Exodus 6, the genealogy from Levi to Moses covers only a few generations, yet the narrative implies a span of hundreds of years. Colenso points out the inconsistency between the genealogical data and the historical timeline.




c. Internal Contradictions and Anachronisms:




	
Conflicting Accounts: Colenso highlights discrepancies in the numbers of Israelites reported in different books, such as the census figures in Numbers compared to those in other texts.

	
Anachronistic References: The Pentateuch and Joshua mention places and peoples (such as the Philistines) who did not exist in the region at the time the narrative is set, suggesting later editorial additions.

	
Miraculous Events: Colenso is skeptical of certain miracles, such as manna falling from heaven or water springing from rocks, not simply on theological grounds but because of the lack of corroborating evidence and the implausibility of the events as described.




d. Theological Implications:



	Colenso’s analysis is not simply an exercise in skepticism; he is deeply concerned with the theological consequences of error and contradiction. He argues that a faith built on demonstrable falsehoods is ultimately unstable, and that true religious conviction must be informed by reason and evidence.


B. Impact on the Doctrine of Inerrancy and Infallibility


	
Challenge to Inerrancy: The doctrine of biblical inerrancy asserts that the scriptures are without error in all their teachings, including matters of history and science. Colenso’s detailed exposition of factual, numerical, and historical errors directly undermines this claim. By showing that the Bible contains demonstrable mistakes and contradictions, Colenso forces a reconsideration of what it means for scripture to be “inspired” or “authoritative.”

	
Shift in Understanding: Colenso’s work contributed to a shift in how many theologians and scholars understood the nature of biblical inspiration. Rather than viewing the Bible as a flawless record, they began to see it as a collection of texts shaped by human authors, editors, and historical circumstances. This paved the way for the development of modern biblical criticism, which seeks to understand the Bible in its historical and literary context.

	
Pastoral and Ecclesiastical Consequences: Colenso’s findings provoked controversy and backlash, especially from those committed to traditional views of scripture. His work led to debates within the Anglican Church and beyond, forcing religious leaders to grapple with the implications of error in the sacred texts. Some doubled down on inerrancy, while others adopted more nuanced positions, emphasizing the spiritual rather than the literal truth of scripture.



C. Impact on Dispensationalism


	
Foundational Tenets of Dispensationalism: Dispensationalism divides history into distinct periods or “dispensations,” each marked by a particular relationship between God and humanity. This framework relies heavily on a literal reading of biblical history and prophecy, especially the accounts of Israel’s origins, wanderings, and settlement in the Promised Land.

	
Colenso’s Challenge: By exposing the historical and numerical problems in the Pentateuch and Joshua, Colenso undermines the literal foundation upon which dispensationalism is built. If the events described are not historically reliable, then the dispensationalist timeline—especially the sequence of covenants and promises—becomes suspect. This forces dispensationalists to reconsider the basis of their interpretive system, potentially shifting toward more symbolic or theological readings of scripture.

	
Long-Term Effects: While dispensationalism remains influential in some Christian circles, Colenso’s work contributed to a broader movement toward critical scholarship and away from rigid literalism. Many theologians now recognize the importance of literary genre, historical context, and editorial development in interpreting biblical texts.









D. Impact on Christian Zionism


	
Foundational Tenets of Christian Zionism: Christian Zionism interprets the biblical promises to Israel as literal prophecies about the modern Jewish people and the state of Israel. These beliefs are rooted in a direct, uncritical reading of the Old Testament narratives and promises.

	
Colenso’s Critique: Colenso’s demonstration of inconsistencies and historical problems in the accounts of Israel’s origins and conquest of Canaan undermines the theological basis for Christian Zionism. If the biblical narratives are not reliable historical records, then the justification for linking ancient promises to modern political realities is weakened. This invites reinterpretation of the promises as spiritual or symbolic rather than literal and geopolitical.

	
Contemporary Relevance: Colenso’s work remains relevant in debates over the relationship between religion and politics, especially in contexts where biblical texts are used to justify contemporary claims. His insistence on critical inquiry challenges simplistic readings and encourages a more nuanced engagement with scripture.



E. Impact on Evangelical Literalism


	
Foundational Tenets of Evangelical Literalism: Evangelical literalism maintains that the Bible should be read as literally true, especially regarding history, miracles, and prophecy. This approach is central to many evangelical beliefs and practices.

	
Colenso’s Challenge: Colenso’s exposure of errors and contradictions makes a strictly literal reading untenable. He shows that such an approach leads to absurdities and impossibilities, and that a more sophisticated hermeneutic is required. Evangelicals faced with Colenso’s arguments must either reject his findings, reinterpret the texts, or revise their understanding of biblical authority.

	
Broader Implications: Colenso’s work contributed to a movement within evangelicalism toward greater engagement with scholarship, history, and literary analysis. While literalism remains influential, many evangelicals now recognize the value of critical inquiry and the importance of context in interpreting scripture.



Conclusion

John Colenso’s The Pentateuch and Book of Joshua Critically Examined represents a watershed in the history of biblical scholarship. By subjecting the foundational texts of the Bible to rigorous analysis, Colenso exposed errors, contradictions, and inconsistencies that challenged traditional doctrines and interpretive frameworks. His work forced theologians, clergy, and laypeople alike to grapple with the implications of fallibility in scripture, leading to profound shifts in the understanding of biblical authority, history, and interpretation.

Colenso’s legacy is not one of skepticism for its own sake, but of intellectual integrity and the pursuit of truth. He believed that faith should be informed by reason, and that honest inquiry is essential to genuine religious conviction. His work continues to inspire scholars and believers to engage with scripture critically, thoughtfully, and humbly, seeking not only answers but also deeper understanding.

In the end, Colenso’s critical examination of the Pentateuch and Joshua opened new horizons for biblical study, challenged the dogmas of inerrancy, dispensationalism, Christian Zionism, and evangelical literalism, and helped pave the way for a more honest and robust engagement with the sacred texts at the heart of the Judeo-Christian tradition.
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Testimony #2: Briggs – The Authority of Holy Scripture (1891).
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The Author: Charles Augustu Briggs (1841-1913) was an American Presbyterian (and later Episcopalian) scholar and theologian. He was excommunicated from the Presbyterian Church for heresy due to his liberal theology regarding the Bible. After his condemnation by the Presbyterians, he turned towards Episcopalianism and was ordained as a priest of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 1899. His scholarship procured for him the honorary degree of D.D. from the University of Edinburgh (1884) and from the University of Glasgow (1901), and that of D.Litt., from the University of Oxford (1901).​[3]

The Book: “The Authority of Holy Scripture.”​[4] This book contains Charles Briggs’ inaugural address delivered at Union Theological Seminary in New York on January 20, 1891, upon his appointment to the Edward Robinson Chair of Biblical Theology. The address, which generated significant controversy and public debate, includes a preface, appendix, charges of heresy, and Briggs' response before the Presbytery of New York. The work explores the nature and authority of Holy Scripture, the relationship between Scripture, Church, and Reason, and the evolution of Biblical Theology in the context of modern criticism and ecclesiastical tradition.

Core Topics and Ideas

Briggs’ "The Authority of Holy Scripture" is a landmark address advocating for a critical, historical, and theological approach to Scripture, urging the Church to move beyond dogmatic barriers and embrace the Bible’s essential teachings. The analysis below concentrates on Briggs’ critique of the Inerrancy/Infallibility of the Bible doctrine and its implications on the foundational tenets of Dispensa­tionalism, Christian Zionism, and Evangelical Literalism. 

1. Briggs’ Critique of Biblical Inerrancy/Infallibility

A. Core Arguments


	
Textual Criticism and the Reality of Errors: Briggs begins by confronting the empirical reality revealed by textual criticism: the Bible, as it exists in its manuscript tradition, contains numerous discrepancies, variant readings, and apparent errors. He points out that the original manuscripts ("autographs") are lost to history, and thus any claim that only the originals were inerrant is impossible to verify or sustain. This makes the doctrine of inerrancy not only impractical but also speculative, since it rests on documents we do not possess.

	
Lack of Scriptural or Confessional Support: Briggs asserts that neither the Bible itself nor the foundational creeds and confessions of the church, such as the Westminster Confession, require belief in total inerrancy. The traditional formula is that the Scriptures are “the only infallible rule of faith and practice,” focusing on their spiritual and moral authority, not on their scientific or historical precision. He emphasizes that attempts to read more into the confessions are unwarranted innovations.

	
Distinction Between Essentials and Circumstantial: A critical move in Briggs’ argument is his distinction between essentials (the core messages of faith, doctrine, and morals) and circumstantial (historical details, scientific descriptions, and textual minutiae). He contends that the authority and inspiration of Scripture are not compromised by errors in circumstantial matters. What matters is the Bible’s role in conveying God’s redemptive message, not its perfection in every peripheral detail.

	
Historical Precedent Among Reformers and Theologians: Briggs reminds his audience that the great Protestant reformers and many subsequent theologians recognized the presence of errors or discrepancies in Scripture and were not troubled by them. Figures like Luther and Calvin, as well as later thinkers, maintained their confidence in the Bible’s spiritual authority without insisting on its absolute factual inerrancy.

	
Inerrancy as a Modern Evangelical Construct: He argues that the obsession with inerrancy is a relatively modern development, partic­ularly within American evangelicalism. This fixation, he claims, has become a stumbling block, creating unnecessary barriers to faith and intellectual honesty, and driving many away from the church or from serious engagement with the Bible.



B. Representative Statements

Briggs argues that there are errors in the Scriptures that no one has been able to explain away, and that the theory that such errors were not present in the original manuscripts is sheer assumption. He insists that the doctrine of inspiration, as stated in historic creeds, remains intact even if circumstantial errors are admitted, so long as the essential matters of faith and salvation are not compromised.

2. Implications for Dispensationalism, Christian Zionism, and Evangelical Literalism

Briggs’ arguments have profound implications for several influential streams of modern Protestant thought, all of which rest heavily on the premise of an inerrant and literally interpreted Bible.

A. Dispensationalism


	
Nature of Dispensationalism: Dispensationalism divides biblical history into distinct periods or “dispensations,” each governed by specific divine covenants and promises. It relies on a strictly literal reading of biblical chronology and prophecy, particularly in the books of Daniel, Revelation, and other apocalyptic texts.

	
Threat from Briggs’ Critique: Briggs’ rejection of inerrancy undermines the very foundation of dispensationalism. If the Bible contains errors or if its prophecies are not always fulfilled in a literal, detailed manner, then the carefully constructed timelines and systems of dispensationalism become unreliable. Furthermore, Briggs’ argument that not all prophecies are fulfilled literally, and that some are even reversed or reinterpreted in light of later revelation, destabilizes the entire dispensational framework.



B. Christian Zionism


	
Nature of Christian Zionism: Christian Zionism is rooted in the conviction that biblical promises regarding the land of Israel must be fulfilled literally in the modern era. It finds theological justification for political and religious support for the State of Israel in a literal reading of Old Testament land promises and prophecies.

	
Threat from Briggs’ Critique: Briggs’ approach, which allows for non-literal, historical, and theological readings of prophecy, directly challenges the foundation of Christian Zionist theology. If biblical land promises are not inerrant blueprints for contemporary geopolitics, but rather part of a broader theological narrative, then the rationale for Christian Zionism is called into question. Briggs’ historical-critical method opens up the possibility that these texts were contextually bound, fulfilled in different ways, or meant symbolically.



C. Evangelical Literalism


	
Nature of Evangelical Literalism: Evangelical literalism insists that every statement in the Bible—whether historical, scientific, or moral—is to be understood as literally true and without error. This approach resists allegorical or critical readings and often sets up a direct confrontation with modern science and historiography.

	
Threat from Briggs’ Critique: By acknowledging errors and calling for a distinction between essentials and circumstantial, Briggs undermines the literalist hermeneutic. His approach encourages readers to engage with the Bible’s genres, historical context, and theological intentions, rather than demanding that every detail be factually accurate. This shift allows for a more nuanced and dynamic engagement with Scripture, but it also removes the certainty and simplicity that literalism promises.
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