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We met Charles Morris through what we call a "Holy Spirit appointment." It happened through one of the Father's social networking suddenlies of His, calling and setting apart people who were being divinely gathered together at Dawn's Cookies and Cafe. (A small cafe in Navarre, Florida, used as a spiritual light for the Lord). There was an immediate desire within us to seek the wisdom that God had placed in Charles, a spiritual drive, so to speak. Because of this divine appointment, we began the process of exchanging many of our man-made, manufactured idealisms for the truth of God's Word through Charles's teachings at Hidden Creek Church and the reading of some of his many books.

If you are beginning this book, you are about to delve into the substance of God's written Word, accompanied by the nourishment of His comforting milk on the topic of prayer. As believers, chosen and called by Christ, the Holy Spirit drives us to crave interaction with the Father through communication with Him. Knowing this, Charles teaches and directs in proper Biblical prayer as given in God's Word. Charles uses his gift of wisdom and words to expose us to the Biblical teachings for effectual and fervent prayer. Learning that prayer starts with being still and entering the majestic presence of our heavenly Father was one of the great influences Charles' teachings had on us. Learning the acronym A.C.T.S. (Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, and Supplication) was a great guideline that helps to keep focus and intimacy flowing with the Lord during prayer.

This book came to fruition from Charles' obedience to the Lord in awakening in the beginning hours of each day for 38 days to write these devotional teachings on prayer. These writings were released through emails early each morning to his family and friends in the US and internationally. Like a breakfast served hot, we devoured the teachings into our spirits each day. The book "Biblical Intercession" is filled with Biblical truths essential for fervent and effectual prayer as we intercede for others and battle against the darkness overtaking this world.

Darrell and Deborah Nash

Sole proprietors of Darrell Nash Photography

Serving Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.

Called and set apart for the kingdom of heaven.
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Having Pastor Charles as my Pastor and teacher for the past three years at the Church at Hidden Creek in Navarre, Florida, has been such a blessing. Once you have a conversation with Pastor Charles, you soon realize he is a man walking in a close personal relationship with the Lord.

As you read these teachings on Intercessory Prayer, you know that a true man of God is guiding you. I especially enjoyed the practical and straightforward ways in which we can become more disciplined in developing a deeper prayer life. In these devotional teachings, I have learned to be still, praise the Lord, confess properly, give thanks, and cast all my burdens on the Lord.

As you read this book of devotions, I know it will be as much a blessing to you as it has been to me. I have learned so much about entering into prayer with our Heavenly Father. It will certainly help anyone draw closer to God in their daily walk with Him as well as in their personal prayer life. I know you will be blessed as you read these devotionals. 

Sara Scarborough

Wife of Pastor Terry Scarborough

The Church At Hidden Creek
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Getting to know Charles and Debby Morris over the last several years has been such a joy. My husband and I consider them to be some of our dearest friends.  

I have had the privilege to sit under his teaching as my Pastor for several years now, and I can honestly say that I have never had a pastor/teacher like him in all my Christian life. He has such a passion for sharing the truth of God's Word, and he teaches that truth with a genuineness and love that leaves you thirsty for more. My personal relationship with the Lord has developed and matured because of his encouragement to be in the Word daily, studying and seeking the truth for myself.

You'll find that the devotions he has written and shared in this book on prayer shine a new light on how your prayer life as a believer can become more effective and powerful. At first, the process he explains may seem daunting and unattainable. However, from personal experience, if you persist in this practice every day, you'll find that it becomes easier to shut out distractions, focus on the Father, and have a sweet experience with Him. You will learn to become persistent and consistent in your prayer life.

The section on Intercessory Prayer was especially meaningful to me. Learning how to pray and intercede on behalf of someone else is at the heart of living a selfless life. One of the most important things we can do as believers is to lift one another to the Father in times of need. However, I have learned from this book that it extends beyond that. We are also to intercede for the spiritually lost. They have the biggest need of anyone in the world, and that need is for a Savior.

I pray this book will be as much of a blessing to you as it has been to me and that you will grow in the knowledge and truth of our Lord.  

Jennifer DeSpain

Secretary of The Church At Hidden Creek 
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Chapter 1


Introduction
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A Guide To Intercessory Prayer


1 Thessalonians 5:17 (ESV) pray without ceasing,



This series will serve as a guide to intercessory prayer. We don't know what we don't know. Use this book as a training tool. Don't bypass it because it does not cover the "bright lights, bells and whistles, and smoke machines" of the modern-day seeker-friendly church. The disciples came to our Lord with a request. "Lord, teach us to pray as John taught his disciples to pray."

Use it regularly to develop unique and effective skills as a Biblical intercessor. Your intercessory prayer time is divided into two parts: PREPARATION and INTERCESSION. 

It is imperative to spend adequate time in preparation for intercession since it is the discipline most often neglected or missing altogether in our times of prayer. It is important because God says it is. Each step is a Biblical principle of intercessory prayer. For example, we will discuss the art of "BEING STILL" before the Lord.

I suggest you use a three-minute egg timer to keep yourself focused and practice each step as we progress through this series. It takes work. Our minds are not used to focusing on one item. Our spirits are not disciplined and will want to hurry to the next item on our daily list of things to do.

Don't hurry! Spend time with the Father

Don't hurry! Spend time with the Father. That is what intercession is all about. It is not about bringing our bucket list and asking things from the Father. It is learning to spend time with God and getting to know Him in unhurried preparation. Bathe yourself in prayer.

The intercessory part of your prayer time should also follow a Bible-based approach. It covers a world of needs. However, we will focus on talking to the Father about one or two items at a time instead of listing a myriad of requests. We will learn to let God lead us as the Holy Spirit burdens our hearts to pray for something. Do not just bring a list of prayer requests to the Lord. Learn to feel compassion and carry the burden of your prayer request. Feel the need. Don't just say the need. Bathe the thing in prayer. Pray over, under, and around the matter as you bring it to God. 

Four Ways We Can Pray As Intercessors

Each of these will be discussed in greater detail throughout this series.

	We Can Pray Prophetically


Like in Habakkuk, some need music to intercede. Prophetic intercession calls forth that which is the mind and heart of the Father. It speaks forth destiny.

	We Can Pray Kingly


Kingly intercession is prayer with great authority and anointing, as well as being able to trust God for regions and areas that others would not think about.

Kingly intercession commands, decrees, and empowers things to happen and calls forth that which is not as though it is.

	We Can Pray As Servants


Servants' intercession is like a crisis prayer line, ready with the 911 calls. This prayer touches on the lowest level as a servant and is driven mainly through the five senses.

	We Can Pray Priestly


Priestly intercession is done by those who know their position as sons and daughters of the King of Glory. They view prayer as a high honor and, in faith, are willing and able to present people and their needs boldly before the throne room of heaven. They are very bold yet profoundly humble.

PRAYER: Father, I must admit that devotional studies on prayer might not be as exciting as praise or spiritual warfare, but we are willing to open our minds and hearts to be teachable. Challenge us to modify our prayer time to be the effectual prayers of a righteous man. Lord, we want our prayer time to matter and to make a difference in the world.
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Chapter 2

Be Still-Part 1
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A Guide To Intercessory Prayer

	Step 1: Three Minutes: Be Still


Our heavenly Father has given His people express commands governing the turbulence of their hearts and the peace that He offers and expects. None stands out so markedly as Isaiah 30:15, which declares that the Lord's purpose is for His people to find quietness and confidence before Him. The indictment was that His people "WOULD NOT" return to the rest of the Lord. Therefore, they had no peace. 


Isaiah 30:15 ESV  For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel, "In returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your strength." But you were unwilling,




Isaiah 32:17 ESV  And the effect of righteousness will be peace, and the result of righteousness, quietness and trust forever.



So, how do we enter this position of quietness, strength, and peace? The first step is for us to learn to "Be Still."

Now. I grew up hyperactive and have been plagued by a busy mind ever since. Being still has never been a tool in my toolbox. Stilling my mind has also been a problem area. However, over the past fifteen years, I have come to realize the spiritual importance of being still, both physically and mentally, before the Lord.


Psalms 46:10 ESV "Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!"



Learning to be still is the art of not being "Distracted or Hacked." 

Our phones hack our physical and mental attention. The average person checks their phone for calls or texts over 270 times daily. Most people pick their own ringtones. Yet in a large setting, if a particular phone rings, almost everyone in the room looks at their phone even when they know it is not their ringtone. Why? They have conditioned themselves to be easily physically and mentally hacked by their phones.

It is the mandate of God that we still ourselves before Him in order to find His peace and hear His voice. Therefore, the first and most crucial step in the believer's prayer life is to STILL OURSELVES before the Lord. The New Testament similarly reflects the same need for mental quietness. It is hard to renew your mind with God's Word when actively running amuck with all the stuff of the day or your past. To take something captive, there must be a confrontation or a war against that something. The Apostle Paul addresses this in 2 Corinthians 10:5.


2 Corinthians 10:5 ESV  We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ,



We live in a busy, noisy, tumultuous society. There is noise and demands for our attention almost constantly every waking hour. Most of us do not have quiet Judean hillsides to retreat to daily for prayer. Therefore, we must find inner solitude in the Lord's presence.

Practical Application: How To Still Your Mind

Find a quiet, undisturbed place. Jesus called it a closet of prayer. That means you are to be alone. "Shut the door" refers to locking out every distraction and interruption! Determine not to be hacked. This means leaving your phone outside your prayer space or turning it off.

Kneel in the Lord's presence. Only under absolute medical prohibition should you do otherwise. (Kneeling or being prostrate are worship positions). Prostrate is a Biblical word meaning lying stretched out on the ground with one's face downward. You need not be uncomfortable, nor should you be lazy in prayer. 


Philippians 2:9-11 (ESV) Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



PRAYER: Father, I must admit that the first step of being still before You was challenging. Thank You for Your patience and grace. Continue to teach me to learn how to rest in You.
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Chapter 3

Be Still-Part 2
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A Guide To Intercessory Prayer

	Step 1: Three Minutes: Be Still


In chapter 2, we started a new series on learning the "rules of engagement" in true Biblical intercession. We were learning to "Be Still" before the Lord. Our key passage was Isaiah 30:15 and 32:17.


Isaiah 30:15 ESV  For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel, "In returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your strength." But you were unwilling,




Isaiah 32:17 ESV  And the effect of righteousness will be peace, and the result of righteousness, quietness and trust forever.



We are a people who believe our righteousness is as dirty rags. In Christ, we have been robed in His righteousness. Notice in Isaiah 32:17 that when we learn to walk in His righteousness and not lean on our self-righteousness, we have an outcome of quietness and trust. We said in Chapter 2 that we must discipline ourselves from being distracted and hacked. The first application we addressed was learning to kneel or lie before the Lord in prayer.

Stop The Noise By Renewing The Mind

This is a step in renewing the mind to stop commotion and noise! We must stop listening to the din of confused voices reminding us of duties, tasks, and obligations. Yes, some things must be accomplished each day. Many have jobs or carry significant responsibilities within and outside the home.

But there is a time and season for all things. Before God could send Moses to Pharaoh with the message, "Let my people go," He asked Moses what he had in his hands. Then God told Moses to throw down what he held in his hands. Moses had been a shepherd for 40 years. The tool of his trade was a shepherd's rod. The Lord was teaching Moses that before he could be used for the incredible task before him, he needed to throw down the task that distracted him. Then, when Moses picked his staff up again, it became a tool for the kingdom of God instead of just a shepherd's rod.

Think On These Things

It is essential to have a determined purpose to silence distractions. As a believer in our Lord Jesus Christ, your mind is not meant to be a noisy playground for the world and for temporal things that are passing away. Your mind is meant to be a sanctuary for the eternal things of God. Your mind is your responsibility. Make it obey you.


Philippians 4:8 (ESV) Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.



We are in a warfare. We are called to pull down the strongholds and take our thoughts captive.


2 Corinthians 10:4-5 (ESV) For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ,



OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
</711©tercession

4

"/ N 7

.,

What God Wants You to Know
Before You Pray

CHARLES W MORRIS





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png
GXO+—





OEBPS/d2d_images/image000.png
B





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/scene_break.png





