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            PRAISE FOR CHANGED EYES

          

        

      

    

    
      “In Changed Eyes, Fr. Joel Huffstetler, an artist of both the spoken and written word, shares his deep personal and pastoral reflections on the challenges facing us during these difficult times. His writing style in this engaging set of biblical meditations is personal as he speaks of his experiences, and scholarly in his contemplation and application of ancient biblical stories. In the book, he reflects on how we can move toward physical, spiritual and cultural healing. Changed Eyes is an immersive, relevant, and comforting reading experience, just what we all need in this day and age.”

      —Brenda Orcutt, member, Oil Painters of America, American Impressionist Society, and American Women Artists
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        * * *

      

      “It is never enough for preachers just to preach the gospel. They must make it heard. This requires imagination, sensitivity, and the determination never to make the complex into something dishonestly simple. In this book, Joel Huffstetler shows he has these necessary qualities in abundance. Reminding us of the importance of difficulty in life, as a place where walls break down and distilled freshness can break through, he takes us into the heart and the hope of Christian faith.”

      —Mark Oakley, Dean of St John’s College, University of Cambridge
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        * * *

      

      “In these sermons which are at once challenging and comforting, Joel Huffstetler brings the Bible to bear on the complex circumstances of global pandemic and racial conflict. He shows that by wrestling with Scripture our perspectives can change and we can find resources for hopefulness and lessons for loving one another in our troubled world. This is preaching at its best: thoughtful, clear, and concise.”

      —Mark D. Chapman, Professor of the History of Modern Theology, University of Oxford
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        * * *

      

      “Throughout Changed Eyes, Joel Huffstetler lovingly and eloquently reminds us that moments of crisis—global pandemics, racial reckonings, political discord—also present moments of opportunity, in this case, the opportunity to realize anew the grace and love that Jesus Christ offers a broken world.”

      —Jeffrey M. Ringer, Associate Professor of English, University of Tennessee
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        * * *

      

      “Would that all churches were fortunate enough to have a truth-teller of this caliber, someone who can see the truth in a text and present it in such a memorable way.”

      —Carl R. Holladay, Charles Howard Candler Professor Emeritus of New Testament, Candler School of Theology, Emory University
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            FOREWORD

          

          CARL R. HOLLADAY

        

      

    

    
      Biblical preaching is a two-way street. It relates the Bible to people but also relates people to the Bible. In times of crisis the preacher’s task is to find biblical texts that can speak to the uneasiness and fears created by social and political turmoil, or by a global pandemic of unprecedented magnitude. But the preacher must also point people to the Bible, showing how it can sustain them in times of trouble.

      The Bible has been a source of strength and consolation for centuries. Somehow, people of faith have always found themselves turning to the Bible for guidance and encouragement. But it is not always easy to find the right passage or to discern God’s Word within a passage. This is where ministers of the Word have a special responsibility. They are called to use their training, along with their ministerial experience and their spiritual resources that have been cultivated over many years, to assist members of their congregations in not only listening to the Word, but also listening for the Word that is mediated through the biblical text.

      These sermons were delivered in an Episcopal Church in East Tennessee during 2020, a year of multiple crises both national and international. Preaching to his congregation during this turbulent year, Joel Huffstetler displays a rare ability to connect text and people. He is able to see how a specific text spoke to its ancient readers but also how it can speak to modern readers. He presents his listeners with a biblical text, first by reading it aloud, then exploring and probing it, wrestling with it, and moving through it in a way that is genuinely illuminating.

      What commends these sermons is their directness. Huffstetler’s clear, simple, yet well-crafted, powerful prose reflects a commendable honesty and transparency. Carefully selected quotes from a range of commentators and other writers reflect extensive research and reading, but these are interwoven with Joel’s own exegetical insights. His own interpretation comes through clearly, as does the way in which his pastoral experience informs his preaching.

      Coping with multiple crises in 2020, parishioners were eager to hear a message of hope and encouragement. They wanted to hear the truth about the pandemic and the ways it challenged their congregational solidarity. They also wanted to hear about the social and political stresses on display during every news cycle. But they also wanted to be reassured that the seams binding them together were strong enough to endure, that the church’s faith—and faithfulness—could be an anchor in a time of storm.

      Would that all churches were fortunate enough to have a truth-teller of this caliber, someone who can see the truth in a text and present it in such a memorable way.

      
        
        Carl R. Holladay, PhD

        Charles Howard Candler Professor Emeritus of New Testament

        Candler School of Theology, Emory University

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            PREFACE

          

        

      

    

    
      The biblical meditations contained within this book were first offered from mid-March 2020 through to the end of that year—in the thick of the global pandemic. Most were offered as Sunday sermons, though some were brief homilies for mid-week services of worship, and others were podcast talks. All have been revised for publication. The addresses dating from mid-March through to mid-September were offered online, as in-person worship was suspended due to the pandemic. From mid-September on, limited in-person worship was allowed with carefully formulated safety protocols in place, though the majority of worshippers remained online.

      One of the great biblical theologians of the twentieth century, Karl Barth, memorably observed that, in preparing a sermon, a preacher should have the Bible in one hand and a newspaper in the other. The addresses in this book were crafted to speak from the Bible to the moment at hand, the first global pandemic in one hundred years, and, as of the late spring and summer of 2020, the tsunami of social protests following the deaths of Ahmaud Arbery and George Floyd. At the same time, they were crafted to be forward looking, urging both preacher and listener to search out the enduring lessons embedded within the events of 2020.

      No sane person would have chosen to experience the pain, the suffering, the dislocations, the uncertainties—the myriad losses—of 2020. That said, those of us who survived have before us now, and for the remainder of our lives, the question: In the aftermath of 2020, do we see the world, and each other, with changed eyes?

      
        
        Joel W. Huffstetler

        Rector, St. Luke’s Episcopal Church

        Cleveland, Tennessee

        November 22, 2022

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            INTRODUCTION

          

          THE RIGHT REV. BRIAN L. COLE

        

      

    

    
      “Preacher, give us a word!”

      You, good reader, have before you the words of a preacher who was preparing and preaching these sermons in what was repeatedly said to be unprecedented times.

      While they were offered in a time of global upset on numerous fronts, as these are sermons deeply rooted in the biblical story, we come to understand that, in reality, no time is unprecedented. We have been here before. And, as long as our Lord tarries, we will be here again. So, what can the Word, which heals and confronts and judges and saves, say to God’s people in troubled times?

      I am grateful that Fr. Joel Huffstetler continues to practice his vocation as preacher, teacher, priest, and pastor. These sermons proclaim the Good News in a time when there were daily updates of bad and troubling news. They teach us how to live faithfully in the times in which we are situated. These sermons possess a sacramental quality to them, with grace abounding and made known to those who can hear what is said and see what is shown.

      Finally, Fr. Joel is a pastor to all, not simply the members of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Cleveland, Tennessee, on Broad Street, but to the wider community of Cleveland and beyond. Fr. Joel, on more than one occasion, has shown me the city of Cleveland, not only the Chamber of Commerce-quality streets near St Luke’s, but also the often forgotten and ignored parts of his city, which he has neither forgotten nor ignored.

      Reading these sermons which were preached during the time of pandemic emergency in our country and world, I was reminded of Henry Stout’s book, Upon the Altar of the Nation: A Moral History of the Civil War. Stout’s book examines closely the sermons delivered from Northern and Southern pulpits during the U. S. Civil War of 1861 to 1865. In the actual days of the hot fighting, how were preachers either addressing or ignoring the events of their day? Considering those days, what theological reflections were being offered or ideas defended?

      Years from now, when historians of Covid times will look back to see how the Church, through the faithful work of this one preacher and pastor, addressed both his people and the times in which they lived, they will find a document worth commending. These sermons speak to the moment and to the people living in those moments. In a time when many were at a loss for how to address what was before us, Fr. Joel continued to embrace a belief that the biblical story had a word for us, and that the pulpit remained a primary place for standing.

      I recently attended a public lecture which referenced a book on preaching from the early twentieth century. The book being referenced was Positive Preaching and Modern Mind, by the Scottish theologian P. T. Forsyth. The book was compiled from Forsyth’s Lyman Beecher Lectures on Preaching, given at Yale University in 1907. The lecture I heard in 2022 quoted the following from Forsyth’s 1907 lecture: “We must all preach to our age, but woe to us if it is our age we preach.”

      Fr. Joel’s sermons heed the words of Forsyth. They spoke to the moment. They avoided, however, speaking from the moment in such a way that did not transcend the moment. In a time where vision was lacking, Fr. Joel’s sermons helped his people see that the Suffering Servant is still the one we are to follow.

      
        
        The Right Rev. Brian L. Cole

        Fifth Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of East Tennessee

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            
CHAPTER ONE


          

          
            HER ACHIEVEMENT IS REMARKABLE

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Thursday in the Third Week of Lent

        19 March 2020 • John 4:5-42

      

      

      
        
        5 So [Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?”(Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this waterwill be thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17 The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews.

        23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.” 27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28 Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, 29 “Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 30 They left the city and were on their way to him. 31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33 So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. 35 Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36 The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.” 39 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. 41 And many more believed because of his word. 42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.”

      

      

      It is often said these days that we are losing the art of conversation. I happen to be one of the people saying it. We are losing the art of conversation.

      Technology has many good uses. I do embrace good, constructive uses of technology. Oftentimes we think in terms of technology making things easier and faster, but when we put so much emphasis on making communication easier, faster and more ‘efficient,’ we risk losing opportunities to have relaxed, leisurely, free-flowing conversations with each other. In recent years, I have noticed how often people will say after ten or fifteen minutes: “I don’t want to take up too much of your time.” My typical response is: “I am in no hurry.”

      The art of conversation is crucially important to us. We must retain and cultivate the ability to talk to one another. Jesus and the Samaritan woman offer a model conversation for us in John 4.

      Unfortunately, technology that is supposed to make communication easier is often weaponized. We lob ‘Twitter bombs’ at each other. The ready access to technology, and its relative anonymity, leads to many coarse and unproductive uses. Veteran legislators in both Parliament (United Kingdom) and our Congress have recently stated that dialogue among our elected leaders is “coarser” now. This is a reality with which we have to come to grips. We must relearn how to communicate constructively and have conversation that is mutually respectful. We have a new phrase in our lexicon as of the last few years: “He (or she) has taken down the Tweet.” And so often we hear the term: “He (or she) has had to walk that back.” We have to ‘walk back’ careless, imprecise use of language, which oftentimes contains untruths. Conversely, Jesus and the Samaritan woman model for us the art of conversation. We have much to learn from John 4:5-42.

      When I was in graduate school at Candler School of Theology, Emory University, Fred Craddock (1928-2015) was in his prime as one of our great American preachers. My attendance in chapel at Candler was not exemplary, with one notable exception—when Dr. Craddock was preaching! To this day I can remember many of Dr. Craddock’s punchlines. All these years later, I can still hear the tone of his voice. 

      In a sermon on John 4:5-42, Fred Craddock states that there are three essential elements to a conversation. The first element is that we must recognize the differences between us as individuals.1 We all come from a different ‘place,’ we have different backgrounds, different life experiences. However similar we may seem on the surface, we all have been shaped by our unique mixture of life experiences. Craddock makes the point that for conversation to be meaningful we have to recognize and respect our different points of view.

      The Danish philosopher and theologian Søren Kierkegaard (1813-55) said: “Once you label me, you negate me.” The insight here is that when we attach a label to someone we stop dealing with them in their individuality. It is a brilliant insight. Once you label me, you negate me. Craddock urges us to recognize the differences that exist between us, and the individuality in play in a conversation.

      The second essential element in conversation is that amidst our differences we must yet recognize what we have in common.2 We must recognize our common humanity. Even though it is essential that we recognize differences, in order to have a meaningful conversation we must look for common ground—for what binds us together despite our differences. A part of our losing the art of conversation is losing our sense of commonality, our sense of a shared common destiny. In some extreme instances, even our common humanity seems in question these days! We must recognize and remember what we share in common to be able to communicate meaningfully with each other.

      The third essential element of a conversation for Craddock is that we must be open to change.3 If we are not just going to talk at each other, or past each other, we must be open to change. In a conversation, we may be 99.9% convinced of our position, but at least 0.1% of us has to be open to change for a conversation to be all that it can be.

      The English priest and spiritual writer Michael Mayne (1929-2006) once observed about people who talk at each other or past each other—people who speak without listening—that such interaction is simply “a disturbance of the air.” It is merely a disturbance of the air when we are talking past each other rather than engaging one another in meaningful, interactive conversation that has at least the potential to change us, to change how we see things. 

      John 4 contains the longest recorded conversation of Jesus in the Gospels. In 4:5-42 we have on offer the most sustained dialogue between Jesus and one other person in the Gospels, and thus the conversation is crucially important for this reason alone, but for many other reasons as well. And the conversation was unlikely. A Samaritan woman interacting with a Galilean Jewish male would have been deemed socially improper. John 4:9 reads: “The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?’” The mere possibility of this conversation was unlikely, indeed, forbidden, and yet it serves as a great example of how an unlikely pairing of conversation partners can yield fruit. Jesus’ disciples appear in the narrative in verse 27, and John says of them: “They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman...” A Samaritan woman speaking to a Jewish male was not a politically correct conversation in their first-century world; nevertheless, Jesus and the woman enter into a meaningful dialogue.

      In commenting on this interaction, Gail O’Day notes that Jesus and the woman cross “…the boundary between male and female, the boundary between ‘chosen people’ and ‘rejected people.’”4 And, “Jesus’ journey to Samaria and his conversation with the woman demonstrate that the grace of God that he offers is available to all.”5 Jesus frequently crosses boundaries. Again and again in the Gospels we see Jesus breaking down barriers that humans have erected. What a marvelous example we have here in John 4 of what can happen when an unlikely conversation is entered into in good faith, and with openness of mind. 

      Verses 17-18 deal with the woman’s marital history. She has had five husbands, and her current partner is not her husband. This woman has been stereotyped over the years and judged harshly, and yet, refreshingly, one searches in vain for any words of judgment about the woman’s character coming from Jesus. Jesus does not judge this woman; he enters into a conversation with her. Commentators over the years have speculated, wildly in some cases, and often times unkindly, about this woman’s marital history, to which Gail O’Day responds: “…the reasons for the woman’s marital history intrigue commentators, but do not seem to concern Jesus.”6 Jesus meets this woman where she is, without judgment, and simply engages her in conversation. What a lastingly important example we have here regarding meeting people where they are, with the hope that we are extended the same courtesy.

      What we have here in John 4:5-42 is a marvelous reminder of what can happen when human beings talk with one another and to one another with openness of mind—when we actually listen to another person’s point of view and are open to it influencing our own stance going forward.

      Our passage offers such a useful picture of a fruitful conversation. John writes in verse 39: “Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, ‘He told me everything I have ever done.’” What happens subsequently in the passage is that the villagers themselves go out to Jesus and respond to him for themselves. So not only does the woman’s testimony bring others into an awareness of Jesus—it also opens the door for them to develop their own relationship with him. 

      Susan E. Hylen has written about the Samaritan woman: “Her achievement is remarkable.”7 And Robert Kysar observes: “Because of her the reader of the Gospel knows that no matter who you are—no matter what your stature in society may be—the revelation of God in Christ is for you!”8 Amen.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            
CHAPTER TWO


          

          
            OUT OF THE DARK, AND INTO THE LIGHT

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Fourth Sunday in Lent

        22 March 2020 • John 9:1-5

      

      

      
        
        1 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”

      

      

      In John 9:2 we read: “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Why was this man born blind? There are examples in Hebrew Scriptures of a theology which holds that the sins of one generation are visited upon another. We see examples of this theology in Exodus, in the Psalter, and in Isaiah. But in Ezekiel 18 the prophet explicitly rejects this idea, making the point that the sins of previous generations are not visited upon their descendants. Theology is always evolving.

      John 9:1 reads: “As he [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth.” And so the disciples ask: “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Simply put: Why? In addition to Why? we oftentimes ask: What? What should our response be to a given situation? What does this moment, this situation, require? The disciples ask a question and invite discussion: Tell us, Teacher, why does this have to be? Jesus responds not with a talking point, but with action.

      In this moment in our culture, amidst an emerging global pandemic, it is perfectly natural and normal—and, ultimately, productive—to ask: Why? Why this outbreak? How has this happened? Why (or how) are we not better prepared? These are legitimate questions. Ultimately, it is incumbent upon us to understand how this did happen. Also, we must learn from this outbreak of COVID-19 how to be better prepared in the future. So Why? is a valid question. But Why? has to be balanced by What? What does this moment require of us? What can we do to flatten the curve?

      There are two basic things we all can do. You have heard it in the press, you have heard it from our national, state, and local leaders, and now you are hearing it in church. First, wash your hands, frequently and thoroughly, for at least twenty seconds. The second thing we can do is social distancing. The nature of this worship service reflects our new reality. A handful of us are here in the church building offering ‘public’ worship. We know that we are being joined by many others online. As we worship today, we are practicing social distancing. In the end, our faith always is meant to lead us to action. We may ask: Why? But we balance Why? with What? What is our response to this emerging pandemic? What are best practices in this new season?

      In John 9:5 we read: “As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” Here we encounter an important piece of Johannine theology in this image of Jesus as the light of the world. We are right to ask: What? What is our response? What can we do? What can I do as an individual? As people of faith, our response is to be grounded in and guided by the teachings and the Spirit of Christ—the light of the world.

      While listening to the radio this past week I heard an elected official here in the state of Tennessee say: “Right now, we need the public to be calm.” He then went on to say: “We need churches, houses of worship, to show leadership in helping people to be calm.” Churches, houses of worship, are asked to respond to this new season of social distancing calmly and compassionately, understanding that in this evolving and uncertain situation fear is real and is an understandable response to so much that is unknown. And yet this fear is best met with calmness and steadiness.

      The clergy of the diocese had a Zoom call on Friday with our bishop, and he made the wise and helpful comment that this new season is more a marathon than a sprint. We do not know how long this need for social distancing will last. But we do know that it will pass.

       We find ourselves in the early stages of a marathon, not a sprint. But a marathon does have an end point. As challenging as the length of a marathon is, it does, ultimately, come to an end. Our response to this unwanted marathon has to be undertaken step by step, ‘mile by mile,’ day by day. We have to deal with new situations as they unfold and respond as best we can. Over time, particular situations will arise during this uncharted season which will require particular, concrete, Christ-like responses. Why? is a valid question, but so is What? What can I do in a practical way to make the best of this unfortunate situation? What can we do as members of a local church? And what can people of faith everywhere do to respond to this situation in ways that are Godly? What does this new and evolving ‘moment’ require of us? 

      In watching BBC News last night, I saw a British healthcare official saying to his nation: “This is your moment to act in ways that will actually save lives.” A profound statement. This is your moment. There are things you can do that will save lives. 

      John 9:5: “As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” We know that Jesus is with us in Spirit. Today, the nave is almost empty of people. There are just a handful of us here, but we know that many others are with us ‘in Spirit.’ We know that even in the midst of social distancing we remain connected to each other in this local church, and to our sisters and brothers in Christ the world over. The Spirit, the light of Christ, is with us.

      In commenting on our passage, N.T. Wright observes: “When surrounded by fear and anger, the only way through is to glimpse whatever we can see of Jesus, and to follow him out of the dark, and into the light.”1 Amen.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            
CHAPTER THREE
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        Friday in the Fourth Week of Lent

        27 March 2020 • John 9:1-41

      

      

      
        
        1 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent mewhile it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10 But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21 but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 
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