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“The religion of one age is the literary entertainment of the next.” – Emerson

"O it is excellent / To have a giant's strength;

but it is tyrannous / To use it like a giant" – Shakespeare, Measure for Measure, II, ii, 107-9



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Invocation


[image: ]




Dear God-the-Perfect, please teach us “...nothing but the truth” about You and Your message... Thanks, O Lord.
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Summary
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Aaron's Prayer is a work of religious fiction.

Imagine you are an Israelite in the time of Moses. From Moses you hear the familiar faith-based word of God, but you also hear from his brother Aaron a logic-based word of God, which contradicts Moses, on most points, and which is itself free of contradictions. 

How do you decide whom to believe?

Moses is widely admired while Aaron is mostly ignored and sometimes vilified.

Thus, following Moses seems like the safer - if less logical - choice.

But is it? Let’s listen to Aaron’s prayer and God’s answer...
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Aaron’s prayer
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O God, Dearest Lord, thank You for all Your blessings. I am truly the most blessed man alive.

Dearest Lord, if Your blessed servant has not delivered Your message faithfully, I am truly sorry. I am also so sorry that only my own family listens to any part of my message that Your blessed servant hopes is indeed Your truth.

Though You have blessed me with the greatest wealth and the largest family, the people do not think these blessings came from You. They think that I speak the great deceiver’s words and have received his earthly blessings...

Meanwhile, the people believe everything my dear brother Moses tells them, though he often contradicts your message.

Dearest Lord, can You give me new words that might reach into their very souls?

...Or are people simply not yet ready to hear the truth, Your truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth?

Truthfully, Your blessed servant did not think that You would reveal Yourself to us until we proved ourselves worthy, or at least until we showed that we would listen to and obey reason.

So long as we believe that You, O Lord, debase Yourself by killing people and order us to debase ourselves by killing and enslaving people, we are not yet ready to listen to reason.

Dear Lord, why do You talk to us?

To end the extreme and needless pain that we inflict on each other by sinning?

You are so generous ... and so unlike us. Your blessed servant desires only to be more like You...

[Aaron continues praying silently for about ten minutes.]
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God’s answer
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My truest servant Aaron, rejoice...

You are my blessed Minority of One. You have always spoken My words accurately and courageously.

You have triumphed over the great temptation to filter God’s words for your own benefit.

While it is true that your writings will be destroyed and your words – God’s unfiltered words – will never be labeled “Holy Scripture,” yet your virtuous and noble deeds​[2] will be remembered, and someday, over three thousand years from now, your words will be heeded, wherever people have acquired enough virtue.

My dearest Aaron, take comfort and rejoice.

By the time the people are ready to heed your words, God’s words, three Abrahamic religions, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, will have falsely sworn for many centuries that the opposite of most of your words are God’s Holy Words.

Such is the nature of this Great Apostasy.

So clever is the great deceiver, God’s strongest opponent, that man falls for every well-disguised flattery of his, and the great deceiver casts powerful spells – this one will last over three thousand years.

But eventually the power of the devil’s wicked spell will break, and people will be ready to hear God’s unflattering words.

God’s unfiltered words, true words, sane words, logical​[3] words, the words that only you, dear Aaron, my most blessed Minority of One, have had the strength and courage to utter, unaltered, and for which you have been called a madman, a fool, and, most ironically, the devil’s disciple.

Dearest and most glorious Aaron, rejoice.

Continue your course. Continue to broadcast​[4] your virtue, your clear-thinking,​[5] and your happiness along with God’s wise and holy words.

Continue to love your brother Moses as you love yourself, to actively seek his welfare, as you do your own.​[6]
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God does not interfere with anyone’s free will.


[image: ]




You ask why God allows Moses to write these unholy words and deceive the people by passing them off as the words of God.

God does not interfere with anyone’s free will.
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God’s unconditional love.
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And, as I love you unconditionally, so I love Moses – and every person of virtue everywhere in the world, past, present, and future.

I already love a Greek philosopher named Socrates, a strong man of unrivaled virtue, wisdom, courage, temperance, conscience, logic, and intelligence,​[7] who will not be born for centuries, but whom I will inspire.

I will literally breathe My words into Socrates, and his disciples will rewrite My words in secular, abstract, and logical language, so that even haughty intellectuals can hear My words.

And this will show, dear Aaron, that God’s words can be filtered and still be accurate. My unfiltered words, your words, would be lost on the Greeks.

Greeks are not people of faith; logical and appropriately skeptical, Greeks need logic to convince them...

Your brother Moses is a strong man of surpassing virtue, who has made a few costly mistakes with his free will.

Moses did these things because he believes, with some justification, that right now people need discipline above all. Moses understands that man is not yet ready to hear the whole truth; thus, Moses has filtered My words to instill discipline in the people.

Yes, My servant Moses also used flattery for this.

Because man’s pride is stronger than his intellect, flattery is the devil’s deadliest weapon, which in turn make pride and under-trained​[8] intellect the deadliest sins.

Well-disguised flatteries fool people every time.

I made your people – and a handful of other virtuous people in other places – special by choosing you to spread the word of God.

It was easy for Moses to convince the people that I chose them, and only them, because they were already special, most worthy of being chosen, and Gentiles were completely unworthy.​[9] This made the beflattered people putty in Moses’ hands.

God cannot just give man virtue and happiness; the gift would be meaningless and useless.

God can teach you many things.

But you must courageously choose the path of greater suffering via discipline to make yourselves happier by becoming more virtuous, and by more virtue, by suffering less from the pain of sin against civilization, and then more virtuous by being happier...​[10]

Accordingly, God never interferes with the free will of anyone, even when God foresees disastrous consequences.

Some of Moses’ free choices represent a step backward in the social evolution of mankind, while ironically appearing to be just the opposite.

My noblest servant Aaron, rejoice.

Be not troubled by your brother’s free choices. God uses men’s free choices to test men’s mettle.

By putting some of the words of the great deceiver into the mouth of God, Moses deified some monstrous untruths.
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Holy wars are wholly unholy.
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For example, Moses deified the most unholy killing in God’s name, the so-called Holy War.

Be assured that I will never order you to wage a holy war on infidels.

God-the-Perfect is perfectly self-controlled, and thus God is never angry.
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God loves infidels who use their Divine gifts.
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God-the-Perfect would rather people be rational infidels than believe in what is patently absurd, as most of the faithful do.

And God expects people to be infidels, especially people like Socrates who are supremely blessed with the Divine gifts of greater intelligence and logic.

A logical, intelligent, skeptical, happy, and virtuous infidel, like Socrates, is vastly superior to any illogical, miserable, and misery-broadcasting wicked believer...
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Capital punishment is barbaric.
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And Moses deified barbaric capital punishment – for even venial sins.

This barbaric capital punishment for venial sins was monstrous wrongdoing.

Even for capital crimes, administration of capital punishment is barbarism on the part of the punishers.​[11]

Capital criminals are barbarians and deserve capital punishment, but it does not follow that you must administer capital punishment. No, any killing save in self-defense is wrong, and thus, doing wrong by capitally punishing is wrong, even in answer to a capital-worthy wrong. Again, you must be merciful and civilized – do not sink to their barbaric level by employing capital punishment.

Imitate God, civilization’s supreme champion, and “do good to those who hurt you.”​[12] Teach criminals proper civilized behavior by example in numerous ways, including by showing criminals the capital mercy they do not deserve, the very mercy convicted criminals denied others who did deserve mercy.

Teach criminals to sin against civilization no more and to atone for the rest of their lives by doing good to all others, including the loved ones of their victims.

By copious examples, teach muddle-headed criminals to be so virtuous, clear-thinking, and happy that they happily inspire and lead others to greater virtue.

...Thus, there is one and only one exception to “thou shalt not kill”— self-defense.

Without this one exception, a higher civilization cannot preserve itself when attacked by barbarians. If no barbaric people existed, the commandment would be simply “thou shalt not kill – no exceptions,” which logically follows from the One and Only Commandment “be perfect,”​[13]
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