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Strange Lights in the Night					

 

DAY ONE 

 

 

We heard Mom’s car honking in our driveway.  Our boys, Jeremy 5 and Luke 3, jumped up from in front of the TV where they were watching cartoons and raced to the door.  “Grandma’s here!  Grandma’s here!”

 

I winked at my wife in the kitchen, making a pizza we’d have for dinner out on our deck.  We’d have a free night, not having to worry about our boys.  They’re fun, nice to each other, but they demand so much of our time.  Always nice to have a break so we can be by ourselves, relax, do something we like to do like drink wine, sit naked in our hot tub, and puff on some weed.  

 

Grandma was doing her grandma thing, taking care of our darling boys so we could have a night on our own. 

 

I hurried to the front door, opened it, and saw my mother coming up the walk, carrying a small grocery bag.  What was in it?

 

“Hi Mom, thanks for coming,” I said, reaching for the bag and lifting it off her arms.  “The boys have been talking about how much fun they’re going to have with you and Dad tonight.” 

 

She gave me a quick hug while I grab the bag. She said, “We have a couple new puzzles for them and I bought new pajamas for them as well.  Star Wars and Jurassic Park.” 

 

“Ooh, they’ll like them.  They’ve seen Star Wars a dozen times but I don’t think they’ve seen Jurassic Park.  A little gritty, don’t want them to see how dinosaurs chase a family in the jungle.”

 

“A little secret dear, they told me they saw it at a friends house on a sleepover” Mom said, giving me kiss on the cheek. “How’s Andrea?” 

 

“Great, she’s in the kitchen fixing pizza for us tonight.  We’ll watch a Saturday Night movie, some good choices on the channels,  “Lonesome Dove,” “A Hard Days Night,” or maybe “Stand By Me.”  And I have backpacks ready for the boys, tooth brushes, combs, pajamas, underwear, and slippers.”   

 

Mom followed me into the house, as the boys ran up to her, hugging her legs.  “Hi Grandma, Hi Grandma, how’s Grandpa?” 
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