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INTRODUCTION:

Although I have divided the chapters “In Christ” as His Church, Bride and Body these three terms all relate to our relationship to Christ “In Christ”. The Church is all about communion with Christ and the relationships with each other. Unity in the Body as we will see in the next few messages are so important to God, He compares it to a Bride and her Groom in marriage. At other times this relationship is so real it is revealed to us as His own Body.

The word “church” in the New Testament comes from the Greek word, ekklesia, which means, “to call out or called out ones”. Jesus is the one who is “calling out” and the Holy Spirit is doing the work related to that calling.

Matthew 16:18

And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

All who have called upon the name of the Lord Jesus for salvation have been baptized through His Spirit and are now a part of His Body the Church. But what exactly is the Church that Jesus spoke of and it’s deeper meaning in keeping with our theme of being “In Christ”. 

We are going to examine the very foundation for what Jesus intended for His Church to be and what that looks like to us in this present day in which we live.

POINT 1: WHAT IT REALLY MEANS TO BE “ECCLESIA.”


	For those of us living “In Christ” we are the true ekklesia or “called out ones”. 

	However, a meaning that is sometimes overlooked can bring a new light to what Jesus was saying.  

	Jesus never came to establish religion but rather His Kingdom. 

	The word ecclesia also spelt this way can mean: to be called out ones under authority or rule. 

	This is a political term and not a religious one as is commonly held to mean assembly. 

	Assembly is the meaning that the Church has held to for years. 

	This other meaning has tremendous implications to what Jesus was saying when he told Pilate He was indeed a King, but His Kingdom was not of this world. 

	Combining both meanings gives us a more exact picture we are an Assembly under God’s Rule.




John 18:35-37

36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here.”

37 Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king then?” Jesus answered, “You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.”


	In the political world to serve two masters or two kings would be considered treason and punishable by death. 

	Jesus alluded to this in Matthew 6:24



Matthew 6:24

“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.


	In the days Jesus walked the earth the Roman Empire ruled with an “Iron Fist”. Ecclesia was the term they used for their governmental body. 

	Everyone in Rome was subject to Roman Ecclesia. 

	In those days when Rome would take over a country one of the first things they would establish is Roman Rule or Roman Ecclesia. 

	This meant they would call out ones from that country that would institute the will and government of Rome. 

	You better be true to Rome and its statutes and beliefs or you just were not called out.



	The “Ecclesia” was responsible for training and equipping the new citizens, or servants with the will, rights, and privileges afforded to them by Rome. 








	One Authority ruled and that was Rome and the “Called Out Ones” were true to that rule and its implementation among their country. (Bruce Bickle 2007) 


(Choose one or two of seven options:)


	Explain point

	Illustrate point

	Back-up point

	Examine point from a different angle

	Challenge point

	Exegete the Scripture

	Commentary on the Scripture



So many scriptures point to Jesus calling out ones for His Kingdom. But here is the wonderful truth that comes through in this analogy in this political context of Jesus day. Just as the Romans would call out ones that would prove themselves true to the Roman way and its government so Jesus is calling out those that will be true to His way. 

POINT 2: WHAT IT REALLY MEANS WHEN OUR DESIRES ARE NOW HIS:


	Being found “In Christ” is that way. 

	We desire to do His will and follow His ways. 

	That is because we have Christ living in us and His desires are meshed with our own desires, and His desire is to please His Father. 

	So now it is our desire.



Ephesians 1:22-23
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