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KEY INSIGHT

This guide is for intelligent, hardworking students who are losing marks they shouldn't be losing.




Primary Audience


●  International postgraduate students (Master's and PhD coursework) studying at UK universities



Secondary Audience


●  Final-year undergraduates preparing for UK postgraduate study

●  Sponsored students (government scholarships, NGO funding, employer-funded programmes)

●  International students studying UK-validated programmes delivered abroad



The Paradox This Guide Addresses

If you're reading this, you probably:


●  Understand your subject matter

●  Complete the required reading

●  Work extremely hard

●  Submit on time

●  Write in clear, competent English



And yet your marks don't reflect your effort or your understanding.

––––––––
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THIS ISN'T BECAUSE you lack intelligence. It's because UK coursework operates as a genre - a specific set of conventions, expectations, and signals that determine how your work is read and marked. If you haven't been explicitly taught this genre, you're playing a game without knowing the rules.

You Need This Guide If You:


●  Describe instead of analyse. You explain what theories say rather than breaking them into components and examining relationships.

●  Summarise instead of evaluate. You report what scholars argue rather than making judgements about whose argument is more persuasive.

●  Don't signal your argument clearly. Your thesis is buried in paragraph three, or it doesn't exist at all.

●  Misread command words. When asked to 'evaluate,' you explain. When asked to 'critically discuss,' you describe perspectives without taking a stance.

●  Write too much background. You spend 500 words on context that could be covered in 50.

●  Avoid taking a position. Your conclusions read 'there are advantages and disadvantages'—which is not a conclusion at all.
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