
  
  
      
        
          Kitchen Magic

          A Midlife Paranormal Romantic Comedy

		      
          Rose Bak

        

        
          
          
        

      

    


  
  
KITCHEN MAGIC 

© 2023 by Rose Bak  

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. No portion of this book may be reproduced, transmitted, downloaded, decompiled, reverse engineered, or stored in or introduced into any information storage retrieval system in any form by any means without express permission from the publisher, except as permitted by U.S. copyright law. For permissions contact the publisher at rosebakenterprises@msn.com.

Warning: the unauthorized reproduction or distribution of this copyrighted work is illegal. Criminal copyright infringement, including infringement without monetary gain, is investigated by the FBI and is punishable by up to 5 years in prison and a fine of $250,000.

This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents are either the product of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, events, organizations, or locals is entirely coincidental. Trademark names are used editorially with no infringement of the respective owner’s trademark.  All activities depicted occur between consenting characters 18 years or older who are not blood related.  

NO AI TRAINING: Without in any way limiting the author’s and publisher’s exclusive rights under copyright, any use of this publication to “train” generative artificial intelligence (AI) technologies to generate text is expressly prohibited. The author reserves all rights to license uses of this work for generative AI training and development of machine learning language models.

Cover Design by Paper or Pixels







  
    
      Contents

    

    
      
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        1.
        
        About This Book
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        2.
        
        Sign Up for Rose Bak's Newsletter
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        3.
        
        Dedication
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        4.
        
        Prologue -- Pepper
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        5.
        
        Pepper
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        6.
        
        Charles
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        7.
        
        Pepper
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        8.
        
        Charles
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        9.
        
        Pepper
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        10.
        
        Charles
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        11.
        
        Pepper
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        12.
        
        Charles
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        13.
        
        Pepper
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        14.
        
        Charles
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        15.
        
        Pepper
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        16.
        
        Charles
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        17.
        
        Pepper
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        18.
        
        Charles
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        19.
        
        Pepper
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        20.
        
        Charles
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        21.
        
        Epilogue – Pepper
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        22.
        
        Special Preview of Wolf Doctor by Rose Bak
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        23.
        
        Other Books by Rose Bak
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        24.
        
        About Rose Bak
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
      

    

  


  
  
About This Book




Just when she’d given up on finding her fated mate, he turns up in her kitchen. 

Pepper Rosewater is known around town as the “mate magnet”. Everyone in the magical town of Greysden seems to find their true love when they’re with Pepper. Shifters, demons, witches… she helps them all, whether she means to or not. Now she’s decided to focus on her newly restored witchcraft and do something she’s always longed to do – learn how to cook.

Charles is a magical mutt. He’s part demon, part wolf, part vampire, and one hundred percent grumpy about it. Ever since he turned forty his mother had been trying to marry him off in increasingly annoying ways, so when his cousin tells him about a head chef job at a new restaurant, the confirmed bachelor jumps at the chance to relocate.

But everything is not as it seems in his new town... His rental burned down, forcing him to accept the offer of a room at Rosewater Manor. The four-star restaurant he expected is really more like a diner, with a training kitchen in the back. And one of his new culinary students hates him on sight, which is a big problem considering that Pepper isn’t just his new roommate -- she’s also his mate.

“Kitchen Magic” is a steamy midlife paranormal romantic comedy featuring a wise-cracking woman finding her magic, a cranky chef who’s learning you can’t fight fate, and a small town full of matchmakers who are determined to help them find their happily ever after.

About the “Magical Midlife” series: Just outside the shifter town of Greysden sits Rosewater Manor, a place shrouded in magic. The Rosewater women and their friends all have special gifts, although sometimes they’re a bit glitchy. At least until they find true love… 








  
  
Sign Up for Rose Bak's Newsletter




Want more more midlife romance stories? Join Rose Bak’s mailing list at https://books.authorrosebak.com/Getaway

Subscribers will receive a free book and be the first to hear about all the latest releases, freebies, and special sales.








  
  
Dedication




For everyone who’s been tempted to give up on finding true love.  Maybe you’ll find your own monster…











  
  
Prologue -- Pepper




Two years ago… 

We were all gathered around the fire, trying to reverse the disastrous love spell my sister Cami had done. It had been intended to attract a mate for me to love, but somehow my dear old sister had managed to call a mate for herself instead.  A smoking hot wolf shifter to boot.  I would have totally gone for him if the dumb dog wasn’t hopelessly in love with my sister. Stephen believed that fate had brought them together, but Cami wanted to be sure it wasn’t just the love potion, so she was having our mother reverse her faulty spell.

My sisters and I gathered around the fire with my mother and Stephen, sitting within the circle lines my mother drew in the dirt. I grabbed Cami’s hand, then reached for my little sister Meri with my other hand.  The minute our hands touched, Meri gasped loudly, going stiff as a board, a sure sign she was having one of her psychic visions.  The problem with her visions is you never knew what you were going to get.  She could be seeing my death or locating my lost earring. 

“What is it?” I asked.  “What do you see?”

Meri rubbed her forehead, her eyes going glassy as a vision flashed in her mind.  “A monster!”

We all stared at her as she mumbled incoherently for a few seconds.  Her gaze cleared and she swung her head around to stare at me in shock. 

“Pepper! Your true love is a monster!”

“What are you talking about?” 

A wave of panic hit me. I grabbed her hand again and squeezed -- hard.  

“Are you saying I’m going to fall in love with a terrible person?  What the hell?  Why do I keep getting bad news in this damn forest?”

“I don’t know.”  Meri shook her head, as if clearing it.  “I saw you in my vision, we were all in the library, and you were telling us you were in love, but he was a monster. Then I saw of flash of…something, I don’t know what it was. Some weird creature. Then it was gone.”

I sighed deeply as our mother brought our attention back to reversing Cami’s love spell.  My mate was going to be a monster?  Yeah, that seemed about on par for my life.








  
  
Pepper




“Hey Pepper, how are your magic lessons going?” 

I smiled at my old school mate Janice who was back in town for her parents’ anniversary.  We met for lunch at Murphy’s Bar to grab a drink and catch up.  Behind the bar, wolf shifter Marie was bickering with her bear shifter mate, Ben.  Those two bickered non-stop – when they weren’t having sex in the back room. They totally had that enemies to lovers vibe going for them.

“My lessons are going okay I guess,” I told my friend, resting my chin on my hand.  “When I heard that my crazy aunt had accidentally suppressed my magic, I guess I thought it would just surge back and I’d be some kick-ass witch.  Instead, I’m taking beginner witch lessons with middle schoolers.”

I wasn’t kidding either.  This morning my mother taught me and five kids ages nine to twelve how to change the color of our shoes.  I was the only one who couldn’t quite get it, thus the reason why I was currently wearing a pair of keds that looked like a paint store had thrown up on them.

“Cami sucked at magic for a long time,” Janice reminded me.

It was true.  My sister’s magic had gotten better once she’d mated with Stephen, but it still wasn’t as good as our mother’s.  Sage Rosewater was one of the most powerful witches in the region. It was a big legacy to live up to.

“Maybe you’re trying too hard,” Janice suggested.  “Sometimes you just have to relax and let the magic come in its own time.”

Janice was a wolf shifter thanks to her father, but her mother was a witch in the same coven as my mom, so she knew what she was talking about.   

“I’m going to be forty in a couple of years,” I reminded her.  “There’s not a lot of time left to wait.”

“Forty is the new twenty,” Janice said. “Besides, you’re only thirty-seven.”

I took a drink of my beer and sighed.  “Maybe I should give up on learning more magic and focus on another hobby.”

“Like what?”

I rolled my eyes up towards the ceiling as I thought about her question.  

“I’ve always wanted to take cooking classes.  They’re opening a culinary school here in Greysden and offering classes for the general public.  Maybe I’ll take some classes to keep my mind occupied.”

“Ooh, maybe you’ll find out that you’re a kitchen witch,” Janice said excitedly.  “That would be cool. You’ll be able to create gourmet meals with the wag of a finger.”

“My cooking is worse than my magic. I can scarcely boil water,” I said drily.  “I’m guessing that won’t be my calling.”

Suddenly my friend stiffened in her seat, her nostrils flaring.  A second later I heard a low growl.

“Mine!”

I looked over Janice’s shoulder to see a strange man stalking towards us, his eyes fixed on my friend.  Like she was in a trance or something, Janice got up and turned to meet the man.

He stopped about six inches away from her, a look of wonder on his face.  “Mate! I’ve finally found you.”

Janice growled in response.  “Mine!”

I slouched down in my seat and drained the rest of my beer.  Once again, I was with someone when they found their fated mate.  I was like a human metal detector, except instead of locating lost rings, I found people’s fated mate.  It had happened so often that people in town were now calling me ‘the mate finder’.

My friend left the table without a word, not even taking her purse. Janice grabbed the stranger’s hand and they took off at a fast jog, no doubt to find a quiet place to mate and mark each other. 

“I can’t believe this is happening to me again,” I said miserably as I watched them go.  “Always the mate finder, never the mated.”

I gestured for Marie to bring me another beer.  She hustled over, giving me a curious smile.

“What happened to Janice?” she asked.  “She left in a hurry.”

“She found her mate.”

Marie cocked her head.  “It happened again, huh?  Don’t worry Pepper, sooner or later your mate will come for you.”

I gave her what I hoped was a reassuring smile.   

“It’s fine. I think I’m just going to focus on myself for a while.  I mean, Meri had a vision a few years ago that my mate was a monster anyway, so who wants that?”

“Yeah, but Meri’s visions have always been a little wonky,” she reminded me.  “Maybe monster meant something else.”

“Like what?”

“I don’t know, I’m just saying that, personally, I wouldn’t put a lot of stock in an old vision from an unreliable psychic gift.  She hasn’t seen anything about your mate recently, right?”

“Right.”  

Of course, my sister was too busy banging her mate Preston. Even after nearly two years together, those two couldn’t seem to get enough of each other.  I’d walked in on them in delicate situations so many times I was considering getting therapy.

Marie reached forward and squeezed my shoulder.  “You’re going to be all right Pepper, even if you don’t find someone. You’re a strong woman. You don’t need a mate to make you complete.”

We both turned as Ben growled at some guy who was checking out Marie’s ass. The bear was notoriously possessive of his mate – much to her irritation.

“See?” Marie said. “Mates are more trouble than they’re worth sometimes.”








  
  
Charles



Iscented the female the minute I opened the door to my apartment. A wolf from the smell of her. Following my nose, I found the female in my bedroom, laying on my bed wearing only a very skimpy teddy and a predatory smile. 








