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To my children,whose faces I hold in my prayers more often than in my hands.

Every mile between us has taught me that love does not weaken with distance - it deepens. This book is for the days I was not there to walk you to school, to sit beside you at church, or to tuck you in at night. May these words remind you that even when I was far, my heart, my faith, and my prayers were always with you.

And above all, may you know the Father who never leaves - the Shepherd who watches over us all.

      

    



  	
        
            
             

 

 

 

 

A father may live on the other side of the world,but love learns to travel where hands cannot.Faith becomes the bridge.Prayer becomes the covering.
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​FOREWORD
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There are fathers who lead from the head of the table, and there are fathers who lead from another shore.

The OFW father carries a unique weight - providing with his hands abroad while guarding his family’s hearts at home. His leadership is quiet, unseen, and often misunderstood. Yet Scripture reminds us that the greatest shepherds are not always those closest to the flock, but those most faithful to the call.

The Shepherd on the Other Side is not a story of absence; it is a testimony of presence expressed through sacrifice. It is a reminder that God measures fatherhood not by geography, but by obedience, integrity, and love.

This book honors the men who pray through time zones, disciple through screens, and trust God to fill the gaps their arms cannot reach.
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​INTRODUCTION

​When Fatherhood Is Lived Across an Ocean
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I did not leave because I wanted to.

I left because I had to.

Like many fathers, I boarded a plane carrying more than a suitcase—I carried hope, fear, guilt, and faith. I told myself I was leaving to provide, but deep down I wondered: Can I still lead if I am not there? Can I still shepherd if I cannot be seen?

This book was born from that question.

The Shepherd on the Other Side is for fathers who love deeply but lead from afar. It is for men who wake up alone in foreign rooms and fall asleep praying over houses they cannot enter. It is for those who wrestle with the fear of being replaced, forgotten, or misunderstood.

Yet this is also a book of hope.

Because Scripture shows us a God who shepherds from heaven, a Father whose authority is not limited by distance. If God can lead from above, then a father—grounded in Him—can lead from afar.

These pages are not about perfection. They are about faithfulness. About learning to become a spiritual bridge—connecting children not just to a father’s provision, but to a Father’s presence.
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​CHAPTER 1

​Leaving Home Without Leaving Your Calling
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The night before I left, the house felt smaller than it ever had.
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