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      Octavia raised her chin, pursed her lips and carefully traced her absolute favorite bubblegum pink lipstick exactly around the edges of her lips. It'd taken ages to figure that trick out. Mom made it look effortless, snapping her tube (dark red, matte, worn into an exact match to the shape of Mom's bottom lip) open and dashing it on without even looking in the mirror. Someday Octavia might get to that point but wow, she really wasn't there yet.

      Wings with her eyeliner? Now that she had down. Mom always smiled when Octavia put on her wings. She'd look Octavia over, caress a strand of too-thick black hair back into place and then nod.

      "You're tall for a girl," Mom always said, "but you really do your wings with such skill, sweetie."

      Then she'd nod once more, pick up her purse and spend the entire drive wherever they were going cursing a blue streak at every other driver on the road. For a woman absolutely determined to be classy and stylish at all times, Mom was terrible at controlling her temper once she got behind the wheel. It was sad.

      It was always funny to make Mom snarl whenever Octavia said 'Mother, language!' but sad at the same time.

      Louisa groaned from the bathroom door as Octavia patted her hair and made sure it was exactly right. "Come on, we're missing the dancing, 'Tavia."

      "The party lasts until past three, Louisa," Octavia replied. "Ten seconds to make sure I look good isn't going to hurt anything."

      Louisa grunted and looked away. She was still doing the whole grunge thing, dark looks, dark clothes, dark songs unless something anime came on and then she'd squeal and dance like the Louisa who'd been Octavia's friend since kindergarten. Sometimes, not when Louisa was around, Octavia wondered if she'd ever escape her small-town childhood entirely. She'd grown up, moved out of Montana and settled in Seattle.

      And yet, Louisa was still her best friend.

      The more things changed.

      "All right," Octavia said with a nod for her dress, hair and little bag with nothing much more than a little bit of cash, a taser and her emergency tube of lipstick. "I'm ready."

      "Finally." Louisa rolled her eyes. "Seriously, all the girls are going to think you're the straight friend, 'Tavia. No one's going to want to flirt with you, much less bang."

      "That's because they're going to assume we're dating," Octavia said with a roll of her own eyes. "Come on, everyone thinks we're married."

      Which, of course, made Louisa groan loudly. They'd dealt with that for-freaking-ever, as Louisa said. Even back in high school people assumed that they were going to end up together. Silly. Neither of them had any interest in each other, not like that. It'd be like kissing your sister and just ugh. No. Not ever.

      Though Louisa did have a point once they left the bathroom. The gay bar was full of women, appropriate for a Ladies' Night, but they were mostly in jeans, flannel shirts and big stompy boots that looked like something a lumberjack would wear. Except far too new for a true lumberjack. Not a scuff to be found on those boots. Made for a really weird look to Octavia's eyes.

      Octavia's red and white polka dotted dress with its heart-shaped neckline (all the better to show off the swell of her breasts) stuck out like a sore thumb. No one else had high heels, not that Octavia's kitten heels were that high but hey, she was five ten. Even two-inch heels made her tower over most of the women in the bar.

      Which, of course, was the whole point of the dress. Octavia didn't want to be someone's butch lover. She was looking for a butch lover of her own and this seemed like the most direct route to find the girl of her dreams.

      Louisa headed straight for the bar, trusting that Octavia would follow along behind her. Which she did, of course, though Octavia's head kept swiveling to look at all the beautiful women as she passed. She beamed at quite a few, got some lovely if puzzled smiles back and then settled at the bar next to Louisa. Who already had a drink with something neon blue mixed with clear liquid that was probably positively volcanically alcoholic.

      "What can I get you, sweet cheeks?" the bartender asked, casually shouting over the pounding of the music. She did it with a blatant look down Octavia's dress that was just challenging enough that yep, Louisa was right. She was tagged as the straight friend.
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