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​Introduction

In his first epistle, Peter admonished
Christians to be ready to give unbelievers the reason for their
hope in Jesus Christ. In order to do so, they would have to be able
to articulate and then defend their faith. The defense that they
give would have to be reasonable and sustainable. This was an early
call for Christians to be defenders or apologists of the Christian
faith.

This commission continues to the
present-day Christian. The Logos Apologetics Series is developed as
a resource for Christians who want to understand apologetics and
the apologetic discipline presently.

In this publication:

In this first book of the apologetic
discipline series, we will trace the earliest manifestations of
apologetics. We will examine the biblical record of apologetic
expressions and emanations from the Garden throughout Jewish
history.

In addition, the development of
apologetic groups within the Jewish community will be explicated.
Moreover, apologetic personalities will be explored. It is our hope
that the information presented will help the modern apologist
operate in this ministry with a proper understanding and
foundation.
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​The Foundation
of Apologetics

Apologetics, a term adopted by
Christians to identify formal defenses of the New Testament faith.
The term used for apologetics is derived from two words found
within the Greek New Testament manuscripts.

The Definition of
Apologetics

The first is a Greek term which is
transliterated as apologeomai. In its usage, it is found to be used
when someone is making a personal defense of themselves. It is seen
readily in the book of Acts where Paul is consistently having to
defend his actions and his conversion in Christ.

The second term for apologetics is
ἀπολογίαG627 which is transliterated apologia. It is found in eight
verses of the New Testament. Apologia is used to denote a
reasonable statement or argument. It is found within This term
reveals the character of the argumentation; that it is one that is
sensible, intelligent, and rational. Paul used this word in his
letter to the Philippians.

But the other of love, knowing that I
am set for the defense G627 of the gospel. (Philippians 1:17
KJV)

Paul’s language suggests that he
understood that apologetics, as a distinct ministry, was an
undeniable part of his overall apostolic ministry. Peter used this
same term when he admonished Christians by saying,

But sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts: and be ready always to give an answer G627to every man that
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and
fear: (I Peter 3:15 KJV)

Peter’s Commission

Peter, in his first epistle, admonished
his readers to be strong in the faith against their visible and
vocal adversaries. He then cautions them that they should have a
prepared defense against their detractors. This reveals that the
apostle recognized that the calling to engage in apologetics was a
primary responsibility of all who believed on Christ. It can be
therefore concluded that the discipline of apologetics is the
obligation of all believers, though there are those within the
Church who are called to function in this ministry in an acute
sense.

To grasp the validity of apologetics in
the New Testament Church, an analysis of its manifestation in the
Old and New Testament Church is warranted. Apologetic ministry is
not a new phenomenon but has always been necessary under both
Covenants. It has lacked identification in most biblical texts, in
a specific sense, but its clear manifestation is evident. This
signifies the importance of apologetic ministry in the 21st
Century.

Historically, the development of the
apologetic ministry and discipline was a phenomenon of the
expansion and establishment of the Church primarily in the Roman
Empire. Though this ministry is not listed among those given to the
church as listed in the letters to the Corinthians, Ephesians, and
Romans, it developed as a necessary feature of the New Testament
Church.
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​Apologetics and the Garden


Before elaborating on the establishment
and divine endorsement of this ministry, and the need for
present-day development, a survey of the biblical data will
establish an expansion of this particular discipline from the
beginning of man’s creation until the present day. From the
biblical data, it will be established that apologetic ministry has
always existed and was executed in diverse ways, manners, and
spiritual exercises.

The modern-day apologist’s foundation
for this ministry is to be primarily from the biblical record.
Then, the proper developments for this ministry presently can be
ascertained. To begin, an analysis of apologetics in the Old
Testament is necessary.

God: The Progenitor of
Apologetics.

God’s method of creation and the
formation of man was divine, a deliberate act of His will. He
created all creatures in their orders and designed it so that they
could only survive in their ordained habitats. The birds designed
for the air, living creatures upon the earth, and amphibious
creatures in the waters. It is important to note that those these
creatures did not possess certain intellectual qualities of man,
but they could respond to God by virtue of their God-given
instincts.

In the book of Job, when God rebukes
him, God proclaims that the most ferocious animals are subject to
Him and will respond to His commands. If animals are subject to Him
by virtue of how they were created, how much the more should men,
by nature, be able to know God and respond to Him.

God creates man, from His image, and
places that man and the woman with instructions, not only to
maintain the Garden, but to be fruitful and to multiply. However,
though man was innocent at this time, God still gave them a
solitary command.
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