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To my family and friends who taught me the joy of dancing with God and others.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Opening Scripture
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"You did it: you changed wild lament into whirling dance; You ripped off my black mourning band and decked me with wildflowers. I’m about to burst with song; I can’t keep quiet about you. God, my God, I can’t thank you enough." Psalms 30:11-12 (Message)
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Introduction
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A special thank you for all the people God has brought into my small world; especially my wife and soul-mate Jeanne. The journey to date has been life-enriching, enlightening, and surprisingly quick. Through it all, one large gold nugget stands above the rest. Hanging out with God is life-giving.

This short read is an outer expression of a life-time experience dancing with the Triune God. C.S. Lewis and others compare the relationship with the Almighty as a great dance. So do I. One learns to navigate through life’s foxtrots, waltzes, polkas, jitterbugs, jumps and falls. All put together leads to an enjoyable, enriching life. Add the academic studies, plus years of trials and tests, out comes this book. 

A quick read, Dancing With God: A Life-Giving Worldview is a Biblical model proven over time. It is practical for the vocational follower of Jesus Christ. From a Trinitarian plateau, this strategy harnesses a healthy relationship with God and others. This worldview bestows peace of mind, abundant joy, and fulfilling love in all the right places. 

This is not a formula for success. But a relational pursuit with the Triune God: Father-Son-Spirit. The investment of heart, mind, and soul may appear high at first, but so is the reward. In fact, when this relationship is embraced, the Bible becomes more alive. Your friends, family, and associates better understood. Your personal dance with the Almighty more enjoyable. Your life becomes full of meaning and purpose. In summary, Dancing With God: A Life-Giving Worldview is a great tactical way to share life with our Heavenly Father and others.

My prayer is that you also take time to learn how you may best dance with life's ultimate Author and Teacher; for your sake and for the sake of others. This is the book’s message. 
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The Theology 
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"The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life and have it to the full." John 10:10

––––––––
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Sound Theology Enriches Your Life and Relationship

with God and Others 

––––––––
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Theology is basically the study of God. The work involves gathering evidence to answer two primary questions: Who is God? and How does God and humanity relate with one another? When completed, you have a framework  to better understand your role in the world through the eyes of your Creator. Like all subjects, practical application reveals your understanding and mastery of the material. 

Most of us already have an opinion about God. Generally our understanding and beliefs come from the stories others tell us. As we mature, our beliefs become a mixture of stories and perceived experiences of everyday life. Over time, God then grows either more real or He fades away into the sunset. 

For some, God is a mere commodity used for personal gratification. He is much like a vending machine dispensing blessings on whichever lever we pull. For others, He is like a swap meet of two traders bartering for the best exchange of goods. For these seekers, God is only the means for greater self-gratification.

For still others, He is an abstract concept built from social construction. A fantasy like Santa Claus or the Easter Bunny that captures the imagination of the young. But has no practical function for everyday life. 

But for those who experience life with Him, He is the central-core of all relationships, activities, and dreams. He is Father,1 Creator,2 and Sustainer.3 He is Master Planner,4 Lover,5 and Provider.6 He invades your thoughts,7 inspires your work,8 and enriches your relationships.9 His creation reveals His character and divine nature.10 His direct involvement in your life introduces you to an Omnipresent heart, mind, and will.11 His ways of operating teaches you how to effectively relate with one another. His teachings produce a more productive, full life.12

So how does life-giving theology change everything? 

First, by keeping you away from the harmful outcomes of poor theology. Bad theology prevents you from growing a deep, abiding relationship with Life’s Author. It strangles the human condition. Plus it segregates and divides people against one another. Poor theology is typically built upon the shifting sand of humanism. 

Secondly, sound theology draws you closer to your Maker. It unleashes the heart of God in you and the potential He has uniquely gifted in you. It creates an environment where you and others flourish. Sound theology is grace-based and life-giving. Solid theology is built upon a Trinitarian scope. Centered upon the incarnational life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Such a theology transforms the human soul into the image of Life's Creator.13 The morphing process is not for personal gain nor self-aggrandizement, but for the sake of blessing others.14  Unlike many human philosophies and religions, you discover who you are and your purpose in life by first focusing on God, not yourself.15 When you know your Maker, then you come to know yourself. When you discover the Author of Life's purpose, than you are better equipped to understand your personal role in the Designer's Plan.

Life-giving theology is inclusive, not exclusive. It is built on the foundation of love without diminishing the importance of truth. It holds up truth without sacrificing love. It breaks down walls between nations, races, and sexes. It sees life from a "both/and" perspective rather than a "either/or" decision. It values life over right and respects the person along with the community. 

This book outlines a practical, life-giving worldview model. Its essence is built on a foundation of the God revealed through the pages of the Christian Bible. The process begins by answering the question: Who is God? 

We come to know Him as the Triune God. Father-Son-Spirit as revealed through the life of Jesus of Nazareth.

This is life-giving theology. It enriches your life and relationship with God and others.  

––––––––
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Endnotes 1.1 - 1.15

1 This, then, is how you should pray: "Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name..."  Matt. 6:9

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
A Life-Giving Worldview

MIKE SUROWIEC





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png
-

-

-

7O





OEBPS/d2d_images/scene_break.png





