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    To my mother, Lucky Louisa Mokone—

The woman who taught me to believe.

The woman who prayed until heaven answered.

The woman whose faith outlived her.

You did not just tell me about God—you showed me.

You did not just speak of faith—you lived it.

You did not just hope—you believed.

This book is the fruit of your example.

Every page holds echoes of your prayers.

Every chapter carries fragments of your wisdom.

Every word is a love letter to you.

You left this world too soon, but you never left me.

Your faith lives in my heart.

Your prayers cover me still.

Your love carries me forward.

I am your son forever.

I carry your legacy.

I will pass it on.

May your soul rest in peace.

May your faith continue to inspire.

May your name never be forgotten.

With all my love, now and always,

Thapelo Valentine Mokone

Firstborn and only son



    



  	
        
            
            "I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your

grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded,

now lives in you also."

— 2 Timothy 1:5
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To my mother, Lucky Louisa Mokone—

The woman who taught me to believe.

The woman who prayed until heaven answered.

The woman whose faith outlived her.

You did not just tell me about God—you showed me.

You did not just speak of faith—you lived it.

You did not just hope—you believed.

This book is the fruit of your example.

May it inspire others to have faith like you.

I am your son forever.
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"I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me."

— Galatians 2:20
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"Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen."

— Hebrews 11:1
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"For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith."

— 1 John 5:4
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"She opens her mouth with wisdom, and on her tongue is the law of kindness. She watches over the ways of her household, and does not eat the bread of idleness. Her children rise up and call her blessed."

— Proverbs 31:26-28
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"I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also."

— 2 Timothy 1:5
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There is a faith that is taught, and there is a faith that is caught. The faith that is taught comes through instruction, through sermons, through books. The faith that is caught comes through observation, through relationship, through watching someone live what they believe.

My mother's faith was both taught and caught. She taught me with her words—explaining Scripture, answering questions, guiding my steps. But more powerfully, she caught me with her life—showing me what faith looks like when it is tested, when it is tired, when it is tempted to give up.

This book is my attempt to capture that faith. To preserve it. To pass it on. To ensure that what she believed does not die with her.

I am not writing about a perfect woman. My mother had her struggles, her doubts, her moments of weakness. She was human. But her faith was real. And real faith, even when imperfect, is powerful.

If you are reading this book, you likely have someone in your life whose faith has shaped you. Perhaps it is your mother. Perhaps it is a grandmother, a father, a mentor. Whoever it is, this book is for you. It is an invitation to remember, to honor, and to carry forward the faith that was modeled for you.

My mother's name was Lucky Louisa Mokone. She was born September 18, 1970. She passed from this life in 2013. But her faith did not die with her. It lives in me. It lives in my siblings. It lives in everyone whose life she touched.

And now, through this book, it can live in you too.

Thapelo Valentine Mokone

—-
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Preface: The Faith I Did Not Choose

I did not choose to have faith like my mother. It was not a decision I made or a goal I set. It was simply the air I breathed growing up.

Her faith was the atmosphere of our home. It was in the morning prayers I heard before I left my room. It was in the Scriptures on the walls. It was in the way she handled bad news—with a calm that made no sense unless God was real. It was in the way she celebrated good news—with gratitude that pointed always to the Giver.

I did not choose this faith. I absorbed it. Like a child absorbs language without studying grammar, I absorbed her belief without analyzing theology. God was as real to me as my mother because my mother made Him real.

It was only later, after she was gone, that I had to choose. Could I make her faith my own? Could I believe when she was no longer there to model belief? Could I trust a God I could not see, based on the witness of a woman I could no longer touch?

This book is the story of that choice. It is the story of discovering that her faith had become mine—not through effort, but through osmosis. Not through striving, but through inheritance. She had prayed me into faith long before I knew I needed to believe.

—-
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Introduction: A Mother's Knees

The most sacred place in our home was not the church we attended on Sundays. It was the corner of my mother's bedroom where she prayed.

I would see her there often—kneeling, sometimes prostrate, always engaged. She was not performing. She did not know I was watching. She was simply with God, and I was privileged to witness it.

Her knees taught me more about faith than any sermon ever could. Her posture spoke louder than any theology book. The way she lingered in prayer, the way she wrestled with God, the way she sometimes wept and sometimes laughed—all of it was a living curriculum of belief.

This is where faith like my mother begins: on your knees. Not in a position of weakness, but in a posture of power. Not in defeat, but in dependence. Not in resignation, but in relationship.

If you want faith like my mother, you must learn to pray like my mother. Not with eloquent words—she was not always eloquent. Not with perfect theology—she was still learning too. But with persistence. With passion. With the confidence that God hears and God answers.

Her knees were the foundation of her faith. And they have become the foundation of mine.
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THE FOUNDATION OF HER FAITH
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Chapter 1
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The Woman Who Believed First

My Mother's Spiritual Origins

Lucky Louisa Mokone was born into a world that did not make faith easy. September 18, 1970, in South Africa—a time of political turmoil, social upheaval, and personal struggle. But she was also born into a family that believed.

Her mother believed. Her grandmother believed. Generations of praying women stood behind her, laying a foundation of faith that she would build upon.

This is important. My mother's faith did not appear from nowhere. It was cultivated. It was nurtured. It was passed down through generations of women who knew how to pray.

I often wonder about those women. I never knew most of them. Their names are lost to history. But their faith is not lost. It lives in me because it lived in my mother.

This is the nature of spiritual inheritance. It is not about bloodline—it is about belief-line. It is not about genetic descent—it is about faithful descent. Those who believe pass something to those who come after.

—-
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The Praying Grandmothers Before Her

I wish I could tell you their names. I wish I could share their stories. But I only know them through my mother's eyes—through the way she spoke of them, the way she honored them, the way she carried their prayers in her own spirit.

She told me about her grandmother who would wake before dawn to pray. About the aunt who prayed through entire nights. About the women of her community who gathered to intercede for their families, their children, their future.
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