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      Are your writing notes scattered across apps, folders, and notebooks? Tired of word processors that crash, lose formatting, or don’t match your creative flow?

      The Writer’s Guide to Obsidian introduces a complete, proven writing system—built specifically for Obsidian—that empowers authors to organize, draft, and edit seamlessly in Markdown.

      Why Use Obsidian for Writing?

      Obsidian is a free, local-files Markdown app that’s revolutionizing how writers plan and draft their books. Unlike traditional writing tools, it keeps your files future-proof and fully in your control—no subscriptions, no formatting nightmares, just a clean, creative environment for writers.

      This guide helps fiction and non-fiction writers use Obsidian to build a professional, distraction-free writing workflow from idea to final manuscript.

      
        
        P.D. Workman is incredibly well organised and I always love to sneak peek under the hood of her creativity motor. Her approach is well honed by writing a LOT of books and her use of Obsidian is both minimal and effective.

        — Kontur

      

      

      Built by a Writer, for Writers

      P.D. Workman is a prolific novelist and Obsidian power user with over 125 published books. This guide draws directly from her real-world writing system—refined through dozens of projects and workflows. Every chapter includes hands-on examples, practical templates, and productivity tips from the trenches.

      
        
        Whenever any of my writer friends asks me for examples of how Obsidian can be useful to creatives, I point them to P.D. Workman's fantastic advice and resources.

        — Debbie Ridpath Ohi
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      WHAT MAKES ME AN EXPERT?

      At the time of writing this book, I have written somewhere over 80 books in Markdown, most of those in Obsidian. Yes, I am talking about full-length books and a few novellas. As far as I know, that makes me one of the most experienced people on the planet on writing books in Obsidian.

      I have published over 130 books (and written more than that.) I am one of Canada’s most prolific authors. I write various crime fiction genres—cozy mystery, paranormal mystery and adventure, private investigator, medical thriller, police procedural, other suspense/thriller subgenres, and young adult. You can find them at pdworkman.com.

      This is the first non-fiction book that I will be publishing under my own name/brand, but I plan to publish a few more productivity-related books in this series as well.

      TAKE THE BEST AND FORGET THE REST

      Throughout this book, I have used “I” to describe my writing process and system to you rather than “you” to tell you how you must set up your writing workflow. That may be rather unusual for a how-to book.

      Our brains are all wired differently, so our preferences and what works best for our unique brains can differ by quite a bit, especially in the creative and organizational arenas. The processes that I outline in this book may work for you, or they may not. There are other approaches, some of which I will touch on, and it is up to you to figure out what works best for your brain. You can take the parts of my system that work for you and forget the rest. There is no need to try to press your brain into a mold that doesn’t work

      Obsidian is extremely flexible and customizable. Some people do best with a bare-bones setup and no distractions. Others derive joy from spending long hours tweaking and beautifying their workspace. Just like in real life, some people are messy or follow little structure, and some feel best with a system that is stricter or regimented. The only “right” setup is the one that works for you.

      I will tell you what I do. It is up to you to experiment to see what helps you and what stifles you in your writing workspace and flow. I hope you enjoy the journey!

      If you are already familiar with Obsidian, you can probably skip ahead to My Writing Process. If you are just getting started, then begin with Obsidian Basics.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            INTRODUCTION TO OBSIDIAN

          

        

      

    

    
      MY JOURNEY TO USING OBSIDIAN

      I used Scrivener for drafting and formatting books for about seven years. That workflow involved generating a .DOCX file, which I then manually tweaked with drop caps and other formatting features I could not accomplish directly within Scrivener, then using that file to create the different sizes/bindings that I needed. Then, of course, save them as .PDF files for upload to my distributors. If I had changes to make to a book, I had to change the three or more .DOCX files individually, as well as the Scrivener project, which I still used to generate the EPUB and MOBI versions. It was quite intensive. I was also running into problems with Scrivener project files becoming corrupted, taking huge lengths of time to open/close, and not converting properly from Scrivener version 2.0 to version 3.0.

      TRANSITION TO VELLUM

      I switched to using Vellum for formatting instead of Scrivener and Word, and I was looking to break free from those programs and simplify my workflow.

      One problem I experienced when using Scrivener or Word to write books was that big files are prone to corruption, and can take a lot of memory or processing power. While I know a lot of authors who have never experienced this large-file corruption, I write a lot more than most of them, so it naturally follows that I will experience problems like corruption more often.

      This problem is reduced or eliminated by dealing with small text files rather than a huge word-processor file. I still end up producing a .DOCX file for my editor and .VELLUM and .PDF files as part of the publication process, but the chances of corruption are greatly reduced if you are not making amendments to the files every day. The one or two times I have had corrupted .VELLUM files (out of hundreds), they have been easy to restore from the generated .EPUB files. As you will see later in this book, converting from .DOCX to Vellum for publication is very quick and easy.

      USING OBSIDIAN

      Before I started using Obsidian to write books, I had switched to it as my notes editor. I left Evernote when my notes database became too big and bloated for the app to handle. I first switched to OneNote, which was a big mistake and cost me a lot of lost time.

      Within a year, I switched to Obsidian for my general notes as well as for my series wikis. After using Obsidian for my notes and wikis for a while and the markdown editor Notebooks for book writing, moving everything to Obsidian seemed the next logical step, if only I had a way to compile the individual chapters into one long document once it was ready for my editor. I was directed to the Longform plugin by other authors, which enabled me to make the switch. I have not found a better plugin than Longform for this purpose. The compiling steps that allow users to perform tasks such as removing front matter and links, formatting chapter headings, and adding custom steps are not replicated by any other plugin, and it does not use massive amounts of memory like some of the other plugins I’ve tried.

      Thus began my journey to using Obsidian as my writing tool!

      MY SYSTEM PHILOSOPHY

      My approach to using Obsidian for writing is very practical and straightforward. I do not spend a lot of time playing with the appearance of my vaults or building complicated systems. I build what is needed, and then use it. It is functional rather than pretty. I have refined my use of Obsidian over the years, eliminating friction points and folding in new features as they are added—though I have a rule that I don’t experiment with a new feature while I am drafting. I have to wait until the end of the month to “play” with anything new.

      I try to keep the number of plugins I need to a minimum and not rely too much on any unique features of Obsidian. One of the benefits of Markdown files is that they can be read by any text editor, Markdown editor, or word processor. Even if you are only looking at the plain text in a plain text editor, the structure and formatting are still human-readable. I try not to stray too far away from this.

      I don’t use a lot of color, graphics, etc., which I find distracting. I use the default Obsidian theme with a readable font and some CSS snippets. I use Obsidian to produce books, not dashboards or mood boards.

      By maintaining simplicity in my setup, I can leverage the power and flexibility of Obsidian without getting lost in the weeds. Obsidian helps me to write smarter, stay organized, and finish more books.

      WHAT I USE OBSIDIAN FOR

      
        
          	
        Daily reflective journal and log
      

      	
        Notebook
      

      	
        Minutes of meetings
      

      	
        Conference notes
      

      	
        Idea generation
      

      	
        General records
      

      	
        Writing platform for blogs
      

      	
        Writing platform for books
      

      

      

      WHAT I DON’T USE OBSIDIAN FOR

      
        
          	
        Project and task management—I use Todoist.
      

      	
        Calendar—I use Google calendars in Fantastical.
      

      	
        Final formatting of books—I use Vellum.
      

      

      

      ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

      Some additional resources that you may find helpful include:

      
        
          	
        The official help files at https://help.obsidian.md/
      

      	
        The Discord server at https://discord.gg/obsidianmd (Drop in on the #creative channel to chat with other authors and creatives.)
      

      	
        The forum at https://forum.obsidian.md/
      

      	
        The Sandbox vault that comes with Obsidian (Help → Open Sandbox Vault)
      

      

      

      In this book, I have not discussed some of the more advanced topics such as:

      
        
          	
        Footnotes
      

      	
        Details about Dataview (though I will show you where I use Dataview queries)
      

      	
        Troubleshooting problems and using the sandbox vault
      

      	
        Obsidian Publisher
      

      	
        Philosophies or knowledge management systems (Zettelkasten, Johnny Decimal, PARA, etc.)
      

      

      

      If you need help with these topics, you should start with the resources above.
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        * * *

      

      PD WORKMAN WRITER’S VAULT
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      The PD Workman Writer’s Vault is the hands-on companion to The Writer’s Guide to Obsidian and sold exclusively in my e-store. Whether you’re experimenting with new workflows or building the foundation of your own book or series vault, this ready-to-use setup gives you everything you need to hit the ground running.

      Inside the vault, you’ll find:

      
        
          	
        Preinstalled plugins and CSS snippets
      

      	
        Exclusive Longform workflow steps that:
      
        	
        Strip out checkboxes and callouts for clean exports
      

      	
        Compile only the chapters you choose
      

      	
        Compile your manuscript directly into DOCX and EPUB formats using custom CSS and templates
      

      

      

      	
        A Markdown cheat sheet for quick reference
      

      	
        Practical Longform exercises to build your confidence
      

      

      

      The PD Workman Writer’s Vault is your shortcut to mastering Obsidian as a writing tool—without the frustration of starting from a blank vault.

      Use it to experiment safely, or as the blueprint for your own full-fledged writing vault.

      Stop Wrestling with Setup. Start Writing.

      The PD Workman Writer’s Vault is available exclusively in my e-store at shop.pdworkman.com
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This Font Software is licensed under the SIL Open Font License, Version 1.1.
This license is copied below, and is also available with a FAQ at:
http://scripts.sil.org/OFL


-----------------------------------------------------------
SIL OPEN FONT LICENSE Version 1.1 - 26 February 2007
-----------------------------------------------------------

PREAMBLE
The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide
development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation
efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and
open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership
with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and
redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The
fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 
redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved
names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,
however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The
requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply
to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.

DEFINITIONS
"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright
Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may
include source files, build scripts and documentation.

"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the
copyright statement(s).

"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as
distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).

"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,
or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the
Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a
new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical
writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining
a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify,
redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font
Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components,
in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,
redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy
contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be
included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or
in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or
binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font
Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding
Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as
presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font
Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any
Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written
permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,
must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be
distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to
remain under this license does not apply to any document created
using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are
not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.
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