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Every believer has a story, but not every story is told with the honesty, humility, and quiet courage found in these pages. What you hold in your hands is more than a testimony; it is a record of God’s persistent faithfulness in the life of an ordinary man who simply chose to say “yes” to Him — sometimes reluctantly, sometimes imperfectly, but always sincerely.

This book does not sensationalise the past or dwell on darkness. Instead, it shines a steady light on the God who rescues, restores, guides, and provides. It is a story marked by miracles, answered prayers, unexpected provision, and moments when God’s presence broke through in unmistakable ways. Yet it is also a story of hardship, loss, waiting, and the slow, often painful work of learning to trust.

What makes this testimony compelling is not the drama of the events themselves, but the character of the God who stands behind them. Through each chapter, you will encounter a Father who pursues His children, a Saviour who does not abandon His own, and a Spirit who continues to speak, lead, and strengthen those who call upon Him.

Along the way, you will find space to pause and reflect — and additional resources at the back of the book that you may turn to at any time. Whether you read them before, during, or after the main chapters, they are there to support your journey and deepen your understanding of God’s heart.

As you read, may you find encouragement for your own walk with Christ. May you discover, as the author has, that God is faithful in every season — in the moments of clarity and the moments of confusion, in the breakthroughs and in the waiting, in the victories and in the valleys.

This is the story of a man who ran from God.

It is also the story of a God who never stopped running after him.

And it is my prayer that as you turn these pages, you will sense that same God walking beside you.
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Many people share their testimony to show how God rescued them from a life of rebellion and brought them into His salvation. I love reading those stories - stories where grace overflows and a life is forever changed through Jesus Christ.

This book is a little different. As a comedian once said, “I’m not here to tell you how neat the devil is, but to tell you how cool the Lord is.” My desire is not to dwell on the mess I came from, but to show you the mercy, patience, and unending love of the God who saved me. If, by the end of these pages, you can see more clearly who He is - not who I was - then this book has done its job.

At the end of each chapter, you’ll find a short reflection, some discussion questions (useful for groups or personal pondering), a few scriptures, and a single sentence to carry with you. My hope is that these help you pause, breathe, and recognise God’s hand in your own story.

As you read, you’ll see how faithful God has been to me. But let me be honest: I have not always been faithful to Him - even after becoming a Christian. Yet God has never failed to keep His word. His grace has held me through some of the hardest moments of my life.

In Appendix B, you’ll find a selection of scriptures that have carried me through many seasons. If you are a Christian and find yourself burdened by past failures or weighed down by condemnation, I invite you to sit with these verses prayerfully. Let them remind you that God is for you, that His hand will not let you fall, and that you are His beloved child. These promises sustained me when I first came to Christ and on into the years, and they remain just as true for every believer who leans on Him.

If you are not yet a Christian, these particular promises may not all apply to you yet - but they can. Every one of them becomes yours the moment you place your trust in Jesus Christ and receive His gift of salvation. God’s word is faithful, and when a person turns to Him in sincere faith, He welcomes them, forgives them, and brings them into His family.

For that reason, Appendix A is written especially for you. It offers a simple, heartfelt explanation of how you can come to know God personally and experience the mercy and grace He longs to pour into your life.
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Born Believing, Living Rebelliously

I guess because of my upbringing (in a Christian household) that if I was ever truly honest with myself I have always believed in God. Not that I always have been a Christian though. When I was 15 I started making life a misery for my family and took up smoking and started wagging school a lot. I managed to get my school certificate (year 10) in 1980 and upon joining the workforce got introduced to drugs as well. 



Reflection

Many people grow up with some awareness of God - through family, church, or early experiences - yet still find themselves pulled toward choices that lead them away from Him. Early rebellion, curiosity, or the desire to fit in can shape a path you never intended to walk.

This chapter invites you to pause and consider your own beginnings. Not with guilt, but with honesty. What beliefs were planted early? What choices shaped the direction of your life? And where might God have been quietly present, even when you weren’t paying attention?

Perhaps God was never part of your upbringing. Maybe your family never spoke about Him, church was never on the radar, and the name of Jesus has only ever been something you muttered in frustration. If that’s you, understand this: it is no accident that you are reading this book. You may not have been aware of God, but He has always been fully aware of you. He knows your story, He knows your struggles, and He desires for you to know Him - not as an idea, but as a Father who loves you deeply. At the end of this book, you’ll find an appendix that explains how you can begin that journey for yourself.

Questions for Reflection

•  What beliefs or impressions about God were part of your early life, even if you didn’t fully understand them?

•  Looking back, what early choices or habits influenced the direction you took as a teenager or young adult?

•  Who or what shaped your values during that season - friends, family, culture, or something else?

•  Can you identify moments where God may have been present or protective, even if you didn’t recognise it at the time?



Scriptures

Isaiah 30:18

“Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you; therefore He will rise up to show you compassion.”

Psalm 32:8

“I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my loving eye on you.”

Takeaway

Your journey has a beginning. Even when early choices lead you away from God, His compassion and guidance remain steady. Reflecting on where you started helps you understand how far you’ve come - and how faithfully God has been watching over your path.
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Marriage, Children, and a Fractured Beginning

In 1985 I met the girl who would later become my first wife and because she didn't take any drugs I stopped. We were married in 1987 and in October of that year our first child, our son was born. We moved to a town in the Blue Mountains in 1988 and early 1989 we found out we were expecting our second child. During the early part of my wife's pregnancy we separated and she moved back to Sydney. About three months later I also moved to Sydney but we remained separated for a total of 16 months. I had moved in with my brother and started smoking pot again.

About three months after I had moved I was at work and one day I saw my (estranged) mother-in-law walking down the driveway. Curious, I went out to meet her and she greeted me with, "congratulations, you are a father again."

My second child (a daughter) was born and even though my wife didn't want me too, I went that night to the hospital to see my daughter. For the next seven months I would see my kids on the weekend and would bring my son home to spend the weekends with me. I only got to see my daughter when I was picking up and dropping off my son. Well, at first it started off like this but after a couple of months I started staying at their place for the weekend so that I could spend more time with my daughter and spend less time travelling. It was also better than bringing my son back to my brother's place which often was filled with people smoking pot.



Reflection

Relationships and family life rarely unfold in straight, predictable lines. Sometimes the seasons that should feel stable and joyful become marked by strain, separation, or choices we later wish had been different. This chapter invites you to reflect on the complexity of beginnings - how love, responsibility, pressure, and personal struggles can collide all at once.

You may have experienced moments where you tried to do the right thing but found yourself pulled back into old habits. Or perhaps you’ve walked through a season where family life felt fractured, uncertain, or out of your control. Even in those moments, God is not absent. He sees the tension between your intentions and your reality, and He understands the weight of every decision, every hope, and every regret.

This is a space to acknowledge the messiness of early adulthood - the mix of love, fear, immaturity, and responsibility - and to recognise that God’s grace can meet you even in the most complicated chapters of your story.
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