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Introduction




 The story of
the Hale family is one of resilience, adaptation, and the
unbreakable spirit of pioneers whose legacy stretches across
continents and centuries. At the heart of this lineage stands my
2nd great-grandmother, Sarah Elizabeth Hale, born on a cold
Tuesday, January 20th, 1852. Born into a world poised between
tradition and progress, Sarah’s life unfolded against the backdrop
of a rapidly changing America.
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At just 18 years old, Sarah married Thomas
Isaac Taylor on Thursday, January 27th, 1870, stepping into the
demanding but rewarding life of a farm wife and homemaker. Through
this union, I trace my lineage — a connection not just through
blood, but through the stories, struggles, and triumphs that shaped
the Hale family in Kentucky and beyond.

Sarah was the daughter of Sebastian Cabot
Hales and Lucinda Woolum, who raised her during an era when family
farms were the backbone of American society, and survival depended
as much on grit as it did on good fortune. Together with Thomas,
Sarah built a life of hard work, faith, and perseverance — one that
would see them through the aftermath of the Civil War, economic
uncertainties, and the ever-present threats of disease outbreaks
like cholera and yellow fever that swept through rural Kentucky
communities.
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Sarah Elizabeth Hale

Circa 1870

Through the years, Sarah’s lifetime
intersected with key moments in American history — the pioneering
innovation of the chuckwagon by Charles Goodnight in 1866, which
transformed life on the open range, and the invention of the modern
retractable tape measure by Alvin J. Fellows in 1868, a symbol of
the growing spirit of American ingenuity. These milestones, though
seemingly distant from rural Kentucky life, were part of the world
Sarah and her family navigated — a world where innovation gradually
reached into the lives of ordinary families.

Together, Sarah and Thomas raised nine
children, nurturing them with the values of hard work, community,
and family loyalty. Their story is not just one of personal
endurance, but of a family whose roots sank deep into Kentucky
soil, contributing to the communities around them and leaving a
legacy that continues to echo through the generations.
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After 53 years of marriage, Sarah Elizabeth
Hale Taylor passed away on Tuesday, May 29th, 1923, at the age of
71. Thomas followed her less than a year later, passing on New
Year’s Day, 1924, at the age of 82. They rest together at Taylor
Cemetery in Blackwater, Kentucky — their shared headstone a silent
testament to a life built side by side.
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Sarah Elizabeth (nee Hale) Taylor

Circa 1920

As we step further back into the past, we
uncover a story that extends far beyond Kentucky’s rolling hills.
Our Hale lineage traces back across the Atlantic to the rugged
landscapes of Scotland and the windswept shores of Northern
Ireland. Research — along with DNA evidence — confirms our
ancestors’ origins in the Scottish Lowlands, where they bore the
name Hill. Like many families whose stories were shaped by
migration and cultural blending, the name Hill gradually evolved
into Hale, likely through the natural evolution of language,
differing regional accents, and the quirks of early
record-keeping.

The story of the Hale family, however, does
not begin in Kentucky or even America. It reaches back to the early
1600s, when the English Crown began its great social experiment —
the Ulster Plantation. Between 1606 and 1620, waves of Scottish
families were transplanted into Northern Ireland’s Ulster Province,
brought over to populate lands confiscated from native Irish
families. These Lowland Scots — including families like ours —
carried their traditions, dialects, and Presbyterian faith across
the sea, forever altering the cultural landscape of Ulster.

One of our earliest traceable ancestors,
James Hill (Hale), born in April 1660 in Dun, Forfarshire,
Scotland, was likely part of this transplanted population. Whether
motivated by economic opportunity, religious freedom, or necessity,
James and others like him forged new lives in Ireland — and, in
time, their descendants crossed yet another ocean, settling in the
American colonies and eventually in the hills of Kentucky.

This book will walk you back through nearly
200 years of Hale family history, exploring the evolution of the
surname, the challenges faced by each generation, and the indelible
mark they left upon history. It is a story of movement — from the
windswept Scottish glens, across the Irish Sea, to the rugged
frontier of early America. Each chapter is a piece of our shared
heritage, a testament to the strength and perseverance that defines
the Hale family.

Whether you are a distant cousin or a close
relation, this book is written for you — a member or descendant of
the Hale family — so you may know the journey that shaped the name,
the family, and ultimately, who we are today.
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As a family historian, I take on the detective work
of piecing together the past, carefully analyzing every clue and
fragment of evidence to create an accurate picture of my ancestors'
lives.

Some evidence speaks for itself—clear and direct,
pointing straight to a conclusion without needing additional proof.
Other times, I rely on indirect evidence, which requires thoughtful
interpretation and supporting details to reach a solid
conclusion.

Rarely do I find a single document that answers all
my questions outright. Instead, I often gather multiple pieces of
quality evidence that, when examined together, strongly suggest the
truth—even if no one document spells it out.

Conflicting evidence is inevitable. Whether it’s
direct, indirect, or a mix of both, I must weigh each source
carefully, considering its credibility and context to resolve
discrepancies. When records contradict each other or remain silent
on key details, I follow the preponderance of evidence
principle—seeking multiple sources that align, always prioritizing
reliability over sheer quantity.

In the end, it’s not about how many sources I have,
but how well they stand up to scrutiny and how thoroughly I’ve
explored every angle.
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Chapter 1

 Sebastian Cabot
Pitman “Bassie” Hale
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Sebastian Cabot Pitman “Bassie” Hale was born
in 1827 in the rolling hills and forested valleys of Laurel County,
Kentucky. The son of James Hale, Junior, and Elizabeth Athey Hale,
Bassie was one of seven children born into a world where survival
depended on family, community, and a strong back. From his earliest
days, he learned that every able-bodied member of the household had
a role to play, whether tending livestock, cutting firewood, or
gathering crops from the rocky fields of Kentucky.

At the age of nineteen, Bassie took his place
as head of his own household when he married seventeen-year-old
Lucinda Woolum on Tuesday, January 13, 1846. Lucinda, the daughter
of Jacob Woolum and Sarah Anice Hughes Woolum, had grown up much
the same way — with a deep understanding of the rhythms of farm
life and the constant balance between scarcity and plenty.

The young couple established their first home
in the small community of Blackwater, where they cleared land,
built a modest cabin, and began their life together. Over the
years, they welcomed eleven known children, each of whom was raised
with a firm understanding that survival was a family affair. From
the time they could walk, the children were taught to feed the
animals, tend the garden, and help with the harvest — all essential
skills they would need when they established their own farms in the
future. Christian values, especially the Golden Rule of treating
others with kindness and fairness, were not just preached but
practiced in the Hale household, shaping the family’s reputation
within the community.
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Bassie

But there was one part of Bassie’s story that
would remain a mystery, even to those closest to him. In the
photographs that survive from his middle and later years, Bassie is
shown with a wooden right hand — a wood and leather
prosthesis that stood in stark contrast to his otherwise simple,
rural appearance. No record survives to explain how Bassie lost his
hand, nor do any stories handed down through the generations offer
clear answers. What is certain is that such injuries were not
uncommon in the 19th century, especially for men who spent their
lives working around early farm machinery.

The 1830s and 1840s brought a flood of new
agricultural inventions, many of them revolutionary, but also
hazardous. The mechanical reaper, patented in 1834 by Cyrus
McCormick, was transforming the way farmers’ harvested grain,
allowing one man to do the work of several — but the exposed blades
and moving parts posed serious risks. Early threshing machines,
driven by steam engines or draft animals, were notorious for
crushing hands and limbs. It’s entirely possible that Bassie’s
accident occurred during the heat of a harvest, in a moment when
focus slipped or machinery jammed. Rural doctors could do little
for such injuries beyond amputation, and for men like Bassie, who
still had a family to support, the loss of a hand wasn’t the end of
work — it was an obstacle to overcome.

Another possibility, whispered about but
never confirmed, is that Bassie’s injury could have stemmed from
the Civil War, which left no family untouched. Though no military
record directly links Bassie to service, Kentucky was a divided
state, with families split between Union and Confederate loyalties.
Guerilla skirmishes, raids, and conscription swept through the
countryside, pulling even those who wished to avoid the conflict
into its orbit. Whether through battle, accident, or misfortune,
Bassie’s artificial hand became both a personal trademark and a
silent testament to the dangers of life in a changing world.

While most of the Hale children stayed close
to home, putting down their own roots in Laurel County, their
eldest daughter, Tibitha Cumi Hale, broke with tradition. With her
husband, Marshall Lemual Russell, Tibitha joined the wave of
westward migration, settling in Beatrice, Gage County, Nebraska — a
raw, open land at the edge of the American frontier. The expanding
railroad and the promise of cheap or even free land under the
Homestead Act of 1862 drew families like theirs westward, lured by
opportunity and the hope of a better future.
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Lucinda

But even as the family grew, they were no
strangers to sorrow. Infant mortality and childhood disease cast
long shadows over 19th-century life, and Bassie and Lucinda were
forced to bury their infant daughter, Cumi Russel Hale, who died
within her first year. Their young son, Samuel, passed away at the
age of four, a heartbreaking but all-too-common tragedy in an era
where cholera, typhoid, and diphtheria swept through communities
with little warning. Like so many families, the Hales endured their
grief in silence, leaning on faith and the comforting routines of
daily labor.

Through it all, Bassie persevered, a man
shaped by hard work, personal loss, and the relentless forward
march of progress. His artificial hand, a constant reminder of how
swiftly life could change, became a symbol not just of his own
resilience, but of the dangers faced by an entire generation of
rural Americans. The very machines that promised a brighter future
could, in an instant, turn against the hands that fed them.

After 39 years of marriage, Lucinda passed
away on Friday, May 29, 1885, leaving Bassie to face the twilight
of his life alone. He remained on the farm for nearly two more
decades, living to see the dawn of the 20th century — a man who had
been born into a world of horse-drawn plows and candlelight, and
who lived long enough to hear stories of automobiles, electric
lights, and the first telephones.

Bassie passed away in 1905, leaving behind a
legacy of hard work, faith, and perseverance. The full story of his
missing hand, like so many personal histories, was lost with him.
But in the photographs that survive, his steady gaze, weathered
face, and unmistakable wooden hand tell a story all their own — a
story of a man, a family, and a time when survival depended on both
strength and adaptability, and when progress always came at a
price.
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Now, let’s step back a generation.







Chapter 2

 James Hale
Junior

1794 - 1863
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James Hale Junior was born
in 1794 in Northampton County,
Virginia, a region steeped in colonial
history and shaped by the tides of war, commerce, and settlement.
Located on Virginia’s Eastern Shore, Northampton County was a vital
part of the Chesapeake Bay economy, where agriculture, shipping,
and trade connected local families to the broader Atlantic world.
The American Revolution (1775 – 1783) had ended just over a decade
earlier, and Virginia was still recovering from the economic strain
of the war, as well as transitioning from a society dominated by
plantation agriculture to one grappling with the westward migration
of its people.

In 1794, Northampton was a sparsely populated rural
county where life revolved around small farms, fishing, and trade
through Chesapeake ports. Much of the land was divided into family
farms where tobacco, corn, and wheat were cultivated, and enslaved
labor played a significant role in the economy. The county’s
proximity to the sea meant that many families also relied on
fishing, oyster harvesting, and shipping to supplement their
livelihoods.
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Sebastian Cabot (1827-1905)
Lucinda (nee Woolum 1829-1885)

Hale
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Thomas Isaac and Sarah Elizabeth Taylor
Circa 1895
L to R: Myrtle May, Isaac, Sarah, Thomas Junior,
Samuel, Ellen, and Chester.
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Family Group Sheet

Name: Martha Jane Hale
Born: February 02, 1861 in’ Laurel County, Kentucky,

Usa
F Died: August 21, 1924 i Laurel Covay, Ketucky,
Usa
Mariee
Spouse: Jacob W. Taylor
s Name: Lucinda Hle
Born: 1563 in: Laurel County, Kentucky
Usa
Died: 1836 in: Laurel County, Kentucky
E Usa i :
Married: February 05, 1850  in: Laurel County, Kearucky
Usa
Spouse: Joseph James Sasser
7 Name: Willam Frankin Fle
Borm: June 01, 1867 in: Laurel Couaty, Keatucky
Usa
Died: February 1, 1937 i Laurel Couy, Keatucky
M : Usa : i
Marcied June 11, 1885 in: Laurel County, Kenrucky
Usa
Spouse: Margaret Nicey Gilbert
5 Name: John Farvey Fale
Born: 1869 in: Laurel County, Kentucky
b Usa
5 Died: Unlenown
Married: 1889 in: Unknown
Spouse: Mary Margaret Petzee
s Name: Rebecea Becky Hale
Borm: Tuy 1871 in: Blackwater, Laurel
County, Kearucky USA
F Died:May 29, 1948 i Blackwater, Laurel,
County, Keaucky USA
Married: February 16, 1858
Spouse: Barton Bardy Smith
10]  Name: Comi Russel Hale
Bomm: 1875 in: Laurel County, Kentucky
M Usa
Died: 1875 in: Laurel County, Kentucky

USA
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Family Group Sheet
Husband: Sebastian Cabot Pitman Bassie Hale

Born: 1827 i Laurel County, Kentucky, USA %%
Martied:Tanry 13, 1846 i Halan County, Keaucks, USA 1 s
Died: 19 in’ Laurel County, Kentucky, USA §
Father: Tames Junior Hale -~

Mother: Elizabeth B.T. Athey
‘Wife: Lucinda Woolum
Born: 1830 in- North Caralina, USA
Died: May 20, 1885 in’ Laurel County, Kentucky, USA

Father: Jacob Woolum
Mother: Sarah Anice Hugl

Other Spouses: Sebastian Cabot Pitman Bussey Hale
CHILDREN
T Name: Tibitha Cumi Hale
Born: December 04, 1846 in: London, Laurel County
Kentucky
% Died: Tune 24,1928 in: Beatrice, Gage County
Nebraska
Married: August 13, 1865 in: Laurel County, Kentucky
UsA
Spous
2 Name:
Born: in: Blackwater, Laurel Co
Kentucky USA
- Died: May 20,1023 in Blackwater, Laurel Co
Kentucky USA
Married: Janvary 27, 1870 in: Laurel County, Kentucky
UsA
Spouse: Thomas Tsaac Senior Taylor
3 Name: Mary F. B
Born: May 23, 185 in: Clay County, Kentucky
UsA
F Died: February 27, 1918 in: Pulaski County, Kentucky
Usa
Married: 1869
Spouse: Parks Britton Messamore
B Name: Sebastian Cabot Junior Hale
Born July 05, 1858 in: Laurel County, Kenucky
M UsA
Died: July 25, 1935 in: Weiser, Washington
County, Idaho USA
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James Junior and Elizabeth Hale

Circa 1845
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Group Sheet

1 Name: Samuel Hale
Born: 1877 in: Laurel County, Kentucky
M UsA
Died: 1881 in: Laurel County, Kentucky

USA






