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Learn the history of the Hoosier State's smallest county with this historical guide to Ohio County and Rising Sun, Indiana. The book covers the early settlement, involvement in the underground railroad and events of Ohio County. The book includes a time line of events as well.
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County History
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The county form of local organization originated in England. The English counties, called shires, came into being as local units of government organization in the Ninth Century. The word "shire" derives from the Old High German word “scira" and means "care" or "official charge". A shire is a unit of local government control with a sheriff, appointed by the king, as the principal executive authority. The word "county" originated from the Old French word, "conté" which denoted a governmental division under the sovereignty of a count, or viscount. When the Normans of France conquered England in 1066 they brought the word with them. County and shire have become synonymous. When the English began colonizing North America they began organizing shires, or counties, as they spread inland. In the United States, and Canada, the county evolved as a local unit of government that originally used geographic features, such as creeks and rivers, as boundaries. These units typically have local officials, such as sheriffs and trustees, to govern them. Each county is subdivided into smaller divisions known as townships. 

Counties in Indiana

Indiana has 92 counties, each with its own county seat, or capital, and governing local officials. The first county organized in what is now Indiana was Knox County, established when Indiana was still part of the Northwest Territory. Knox County, organized on June 20, 1790 included the current states, or parts of, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, and Ohio. The last county organized in Indiana was Newton County, created by the state legislature on December 8, 1859. The oldest counties, in general, are in the southern part of the state along the Ohio River and were separated from either the original Knox County or other later counties. Indiana's counties were named after either United States Founding Fathers or Revolutionary War heroes. Most have little or no connection to the county whose name they bear.

County Seat

In general, county seats, the seat of a county's government, are located near the geographic center of the county. The county court house is located in the county seat. During the early phase of the state's history various towns within a county competed fiercely for the county seat. The seat, as the center of county government, attracted settlers in greater numbers and all citizens in the county had to visit the county seat periodically to pay taxes, obtain marriage licenses, and file land deeds and other official tasks. Thus, businesses located in county seats had more traffic than businesses in outlying towns. Property values were usually higher and there was higher prestige in having the county seat located in a particular town. Many county seats have been moved at least once and sometimes several times. These moves sometimes created conflicts, both legal, and physical, over the relocation. Shots have been fired over relocations and more than one time county records had to be moved secretly in the middle of the night to stave off conflicts. 

Here is an alphabetical list of Indiana counties:

Adams

Allen

Bartholomew

Benton

Blackford

Boone

Brown

Carroll

Cass

Clark

Clay

Clinton

Crawford

Daviess

Dearborn

Decatur

De Kalb

Delaware

Dubois

Elkhart

Fayette

Floyd

Fountain

Franklin

Fulton

Gibson

Grant

Greene

Hamilton

Hancock

Harrison

Hendricks

Henry

Howard

Huntington

Jackson

Jasper

Jay

Jefferson

Jennings

Johnson

Knox

Kosciusko

La Porte

Lagrange

Lake

Lawrence

Madison

Marion

Marshall

Martin

Miami

Monroe

Montgomery

Morgan

Newton

Noble

Ohio

Orange

Owen

Parke

Perry

Pike

Porter

Posey

Pulaski

Putnam

Randolph

Ripley

Rush

St. Joseph

Scott

Shelby

Spencer

Starke

Steuben

Sullivan

Switzerland

Tippecanoe

Tipton

Union

Vanderburgh

Vermillion

Vigo

Wabash

Warren

Warrick

Washington

Wayne

Wells

White

Whitley

Back to Table of Contents



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Power of Indiana Counties
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The United States Constitution leaves the organization and function of county government to the individual states, thus organization and powers of county government can vary from state to state. Article 6, Section 2 of the Indiana Constitution establishes specific county offices. Article 6, Section 3 allows the General Assembly to create new offices for counties and townships as it sees fit. Article 6, Section 8 the Constitution gives the General Assembly the power of impeachment of county officials and the mechanism to fill county official vacancies that may occur after the General Election. Article 9, Section 3 gives the counties the power to create farms to care for individuals that, due to age, infirmity or misfortune to care for these individuals and see to their welfare. In general, counties have powers to legislate as long as the proposed statute is not expressly forbidden by the state constitution or not within the state's jurisdiction. Legislative powers of counties can be confusing and a further discussion of their powers is beyond the author's scope of understanding. If the reader has further questions about the county's powers, it is best to consult with an attorney. 
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Local Government Organization in Indiana
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Local governments within counties in Indiana consist of townships and incorporated towns and cities. 

Townships

Townships are smaller governing units within a county. A Township Trustee, elected by voters within their township, represents those voters in the township, which also elects a three-member Township Board to assist the Trustee. 

Incorporated Towns and Cities

Incorporated towns and cities elect their own representatives independent of the township. These officials include the mayor and the city or town council. Depending upon the organization of the local government, there may be other elected officials.
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Constitutionally Created County Officials
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Sheriff

Clerk of Circuit Court

Auditor

Recorder

Coroner

Treasurer

Surveyor

Prosecuting Attorney

The prosecutor represents the State of Indiana in all court cases in the district to which they are elected. 

County Officials Created by the Assembly

Judge

County Council

Board of County Commissioners

County Assessor

Some Counties have:

Superior Court

County Court

Sheriff

The sheriff has both county and state functions. The sheriff administers the county jail and is responsible for prisoners held within the jail. The sheriff administers work release programs. The sheriff collects delinquent taxes for both the county and the Indiana Department of Revenue. The sheriff is authorized to appoint deputies as approved by the county commissioners. Most times the county 911 emergency response system is maintained by the sheriff's department. The sheriff's department is the primary law enforcement agency within a county. The sheriff and their deputies have jurisdiction everywhere within their county, including all towns and cities. In Indiana a sheriff is elected to a four year term and is limited to two terms. According to Indiana Code 36-2-13-5, the sheriff’s duties include:

Arrest persons who commit an offense within the Sheriff's view

Suppress breaches of the peace

Calling the power of the county to the Sheriff's aid if necessary

Pursue and jail felons

Serve or execute all process directed to the Sheriff by legal authority

Attend and preserve order in all courts of the county

Operate the county jail and care for the prisoners therein.

Indiana law additionally specifies that the Sheriff maintain records, facilitate the sex offender registry within the county, serve state tax warrants, conduct Sheriff Sales on foreclosed homes, and issue handgun permits. In Elkhart County, when someone calls 911 or needs help, particularly outside the municipal limits, the Sheriff gets the calls.

Clerk of Circuit Court

The clerk is the guardian of democratic government in Indiana. It is the clerk's responsibility to execute a smooth election process in the county. The clerk must administer Indiana's elections in a fair manner. The clerk also receives candidate filings and certifies election results. The Clerk appoints members to the county election board and is a member of that board. It is up to the clerk to assure that all polling places in the county are in compliance with Indiana's laws. 

In addition to this, the clerk maintains all of the county's court records and issues marriage licenses and draws the names of prospective jurors for court cases. The clerk also collects fines, court cost payments and money judgments from civil cases. The clerk pays this money out to the person or entity entitled to the judgment. Child support payments are also the responsibility of the clerk. 

Auditor

The auditor maintains the county's financial accounts and issues checks. The auditor works closely with the county commissioners in budgetary matters. The auditor also serves as the secretary for the board of county commissioners and as clerk to the county council. The auditor takes the taxes collected by the Treasurer and distributes it to the county agencies. As the principal financial officer of the county, the auditor must also develop financial analysis and cash flow projections. The auditor must also prepare an annual report so the commissioners can develop a budget. 

Recorder

The recorder maintains the county's records. The records include property deeds, marriages, mortgages, liens, military discharges, leases and powers of attorney. 

Coroner

The coroner's function is to determine the cause of death in instances of death caused by violence, accident or death under suspicious circumstances. The coroner is to employ a qualified pathologist to perform an autopsy if one is needed. The coroner must then file a death certificate with the local health officer. 

Treasurer

The county treasurer is responsible for collecting all taxes due to the county from individuals, the state and other sources. The treasurer works with the auditor to ensure that county monies are distributed properly. 

Surveyor

The county surveyor’s duties include preparing, maintaining and making available to the public section maps, grants, subdivisions and other property parcel records in the county. 

Prosecuting Attorney

Judge

Board of County Commissioners

County Council

Each county is divided into districts of varying number. Generally, a council member is elected from each district, with three at-large members. The council is a body created by the General Assembly is not a constitutionally created position. The County Council has the ultimate power over the county's fiscal matters. The council establishes the county budget, determines county employee pay scales and benefits, establishes the tax rates and authorizes all county expenditures and purchases. In general, Indiana code gives the following powers to the members of the county council:

Approving and fixing annual operating budgets of all county government offices and agencies. (IC 36-2-5-11)

Establishing salaries, wages, per diems and other compensation for all county officials and employees (IC 36-2-5-11)

Fixing tax rates and establishing levies on all county property for the purpose of raising funds to meet budget requirements in conducting county business, as well as authorizing the borrowing of money in the form of bonds and notes. (IC36-2-6-18)

Appropriating public funds, i.e., authorizing the expenditure of county money by particular officials or departments for specific purposes

Authorizing certain purchases or sales of county owned land (IC 36-1-11-3) or other real property (36-2-2-20) 

County Assessor

The assessor uses the tax rates established by the county commissioners to assess property values in the county for taxation purposes. The assessor certifies those values to the auditor. Taxpayers may appeal the assessor’s valuation of their property. 

Some Counties have:

Superior Court

County Court
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County Finances
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County Sources of Revenue

Property Taxes

Income Taxes

State Funding

Federal Funding

Investment Income

Debt Funding

Miscellaneous Revenue

––––––––
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Property Taxes

All property within a county is subject to property tax, unless the property has been specifically declared exempt. The county assessor is responsible for setting property values, based upon rates set by the County Commissioners. Property tax valuation is a complicated procedure. For more information, contact your county assessor or commissioner. 

Income Taxes

The State of Indiana permits counties to collect income taxes. These taxes are collected as a part of withholding with the Indiana Department of Revenue collecting them and distributing the revenue to the county. The county has multiple options for imposing this tax. 

State Funding

The state distributes revenue collected from various taxes collected at the state level. These include aircraft, boat and taxes on financial institutions. This is not an all inclusive list, as the list also includes funds from inheritance taxes, alcoholic beverage fees and many other taxes and fees. 

Federal Funding

The federal government also provides funding in the form of grants and other financial bequests. 

Investment Income

Counties and localities are permitted to invest in certain Federal investments like Treasury bonds and the like. The interest collected on these investments can provide addition county funding. 

Debt Funding

County and local governments are permitted to borrow money for specific projects. This can include short term loans, long term loans, bond issues and other forms of borrowing.

Miscellaneous Revenue

The State permits counties to impose several different types of special taxes, including motor vehicle excise surtaxes, innkeeper taxes, food and beverage taxes and "special benefit" taxes. 

Note:

It is beyond the scope of this work to go into the complex system of county and local taxation. The author's intent is only to provide a general outline of a county's sources of revenue for informational purposes. For more information, contact your county commissioner or trustee.
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Meetings and Records
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The Indiana Constitution provides that county officials meet periodically and requires public notices of such meetings and that records be kept of the proceedings. 

County Commissioners

Indiana Statute requires that county commissioners meet monthly. They may meet oftener, if need arises. The county auditor acts as the clerk of the board of commissioners and must keep records of all proceedings in the Auditor's office.

County Council

Indiana Statute requires that the Council meet only three times a year. The Council may meet oftener provided they give a forty-eight hour public notice. The council must keep minutes that are available to the public. The State of Indiana may deem certain records too sensitive for public scrutiny. 

The state has devised a system that defines what records are available to the public and how those records are kept. To find a detailed account of this procedure and to see the public records of your county, go to your county's web site where they will be links to them. Optionally, go to the court house and inquire. 
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Indiana Fauna
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Prior to settlement, the wild lands of Indiana were home to an abundant population of wild animals living on land, in the streams and in the air. 

Rivers and Streams

The waterways of the state abounded with fish. Bluegill, bass, crappie, and many species of catfish inhabited the creeks and rivers. These and other edible fish provided a valuable addition to the pioneer diet.

For a complete list, visit this link:

http://www.indianawildlife.org/wildlife/native-fish-of-indiana/

Forests and Prairies

Many of the state's first explorers were fur traders that traded goods for fur bearing animals like beaver, mink, otter and fox with the Indians. Many other animals like white tailed deer, wild turkey, raccoon, rabbits and opossum roamed the forest floor. Squirrels frolicked in the trees and many species of bats flitted through the evening twilight. Predators like cougar, bobcat and wolves preyed on many of these animals, as well as the settler's livestock. 

For a complete list, visit this link:

http://www.indianawildlife.org/wildlife/native-mammals-of-indiana/

In the Air

Songbirds

Indiana settlers found a home that teamed with songbirds, hawks, owls, and other feathered inhabitants. Ducks, geese and other waterfowl swam on the waters. 

For a complete list, visit this link:

http://www.indianawildlife.org/wildlife/native-birds-of-indiana

Reptiles

Settlers also found an abundance of snakes, turtles and other reptiles, some of which were poisonous. 

For a complete list, visit this link:

http://www.indianawildlife.org/wildlife/native-reptiles-of-indiana

Amphibians

Frogs, salamanders, toads and other amphibians round out the list of wild animals found in the state. 

For a complete list, visit this link:

http://www.indianawildlife.org
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Indiana Flora
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Pioneers arriving in the new land that would become Indiana found a wealth of native plants thriving in the forests, along streams and rivers; as well as the prairie regions of the northwestern part of the state. Native fruits like blackberry, crab apple, raspberry, strawberry and many others provided much needed food for the arriving settlers. Eaten fresh or preserved as jellies and jams, native fruits provided an important source of vitamin C. Others provided medicine for ailments that afflicted the new arrivals. Nut trees like walnut, hickory nut, butternut and others served as a valuable food source, as well. 

Some native fruit trees:

Pawpaw

Persimmon

Crabapple

Black Cherry

American Plum

Mulberries

Native Berries

Blackberries

Raspberries 

Dewberries 

Huckleberries

Native Shrubs

Southern Arrowwood, Viburnum dentatum 

Prickly Ash, Zanthoxylum americanum

Buttonbush, Cephalanthus occidentalis

Black Chokeberry, Aronia melanocarpa 

Gray Dogwood, Cornus racemosa

Silky Dogwood, Cornus amomum

Elderberry, Sambucus Canadensis

Blackhaw, Viburnum prunifolium

American Hazelnut, Corylus americana 

Nannyberry, Viburnum lentago

Common Ninebark, Physocarpus opulifolius

New Jersey Tea, Ceanothus americanus

Common Serviceberry, Amelanchier arborea

Spicebush, Lindera benzoin

Fragrant Sumac, Rhus aromatic

Smooth Sumac, Rhus glabra 

Staghorn Sumac, Rhus typhina 

Virginia Sweetspire, Itea virginica

Eastern Wahoo, Euonymus atropurpureus 

Common Winterberry, Ilex verticillata

Native Ferns

Bracken Fern, Pteridium aquilinum

Christmas Fern, Polystichum acrostichoides

Cinnamon Fern, Osmunda cinnamomea

Eastern Hay-scented Fern, Dennstaedtia punctilobula

Common Lady Fern, Athyrium filix-femina

Maidenhair Fern, Adiantum pedatum

Marginal Shield Fern, Dryopteris marginalis

New York Fern, Thelypteris noveboracensis

Royal Fern, Osmunda regalis

Shield Fern, Dryopteris carthusiana

Ostrich Fern, Matteuccia struthiopteris

Native Vines

Crossvine, Bignonia capreolata

Hedge Bindweed, Calystegia sepium

Trumpet Creeper, Campsis radicans

Cat Greenbrier, Smilax glauca 

Groundnut, Apios americana

Trumpet Honeysuckle, Lonicera sempervirens

Vasevine, Clematis viorna

Virgin’s Bower, Clematis virginiana 

Virginia Creeper, Parthenocissus quinquefolia

Woolly Dutchman's Pipe, Aristolochia tomentosa

Native Grasses

Switch Grass, Panicum virgatum

Indian Grass, Sorghastrum nutans

Little Bluestem, Schizachyrium scoparium

Big Bluestem, Andropogon gerardii

Side-Oats Grama, Bouteloua curtipendula

Junegrass, Koeleria macrantha

Indian Seaoats, Chasmanthium latifolium

Virginia Wild Rye, Elymus virginicus

Bottlebrush Grass, Elymus hystrix

Prairie Dropseed, Sporobolus heterolepis

Spring Wildflowers

The forest and prairie contained scores of spring blooming wild plants that brought beauty to the spring forestland. This is a partial list of spring blooming wildflowers:

Virginia Bluebells, Mertensia virginica-April-May 

Celandine Poppy, Stylphorum diphyllum

Virginia Bluebells

Wild Geranium, Geranium maculatum—April-June

White Troutlily, Erythonium albidum—February-April

Spring Beauty, Claytonia virginica—April-May

Jacob's Ladder, Polemonium reptans—April-May

Bloodroot, Sanguinaria canadensis—March-April

Dutchman's Breeches, Dicentra cucullaria—April-May

Wild Ginger, Asarum canadense—April-June

Skunk Cabbage, Symplocarpus foetidus—February-April

Summer Wildflowers

By summer, the thick leave canopy meant the end of most of the forest dwelling wildflowers. However, there were breaks in the forest caused by storms, fires and other events. Areas along rivers and streams also had their own wild inhabitants. Scores of species of wild plants bloomed in these open areas blessed with more sun that the forest floor. Many of these provided nectar for insects and forage for wild animals. A partial list of native summer and fall blooming wildflowers includes:

Blue Wild Indigo, Baptisia australis

Butterfly Weed, Asclepias tuberosa

Wild Bergamot, Monarda fistulosa

Wild Columbine, Aquilegia canadensis

Foxglove Beardtongue, Penstemon digitalis

Rough Blazing Star, Liatris aspera

Purple Coneflower, Echinacea purpurea

Showy Goldenrod, Solidago speciosa

New England Aster, Symphyotrichum novae-angliae

Common Spiderwort, Tradescantia ohiensis
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Indiana Forests
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At the time of settlement, vast hardwood forests covered most of Indiana. More than eighty-five species of trees live in the state. Trees like white oak, sugar maple, white ash, American beech, sycamore, red oak, yellow poplar and black cherry grew to a huge size. Many have said that a squirrel could have traveled from Ohio to the Illinois prairies without ever touching the ground. The canopy of this forest was dense. The natives that lived in the region would not have seen the sun rise or sun set due to the dense foliage. Even during mid-day, sunlight would penetrate to the ground only in patches, allowed by breaks in the foliage. The horizon was invisible, except for the rare pinnacles towering over the landscape. The only land not covered by forests would have been an area in the northwest region of the state. Here, the vast Midwestern prairies began and stretched west to the Mississippi River and beyond. 

Valuable Resource

The trees formed a valuable resource. The pioneers first home was almost always a log cabin constructed from trees cut on their land. Log barns, smoke houses and grain bins soon followed. Sawmills appeared, along streams at first, as they needed the energy of flowing water to power the saws that they used to cut the logs into boards. The fine quality of Indiana hardwoods formed the basis of the state's first industries, furniture factories that turned out tables, chairs, cupboards and other products. 

Back to Table of Contents

Indiana Geology

The glaciers' presence created the two basic landscapes we find today in Indiana. The northern two thirds of the state that the glaciers covered consists of a flat landscape that geologist refer to as the Tipton Till Plain covering the bedrock. As the glaciers advanced and retreated over the eons, they carried dirt, rocks and other debris with them. When the last glaciers melted, they dropped this dirt and rock mixture right where they were. Geologists refer to four basic types of deposits left by the glaciers as till, outwash, Lacustrine and Silt. 

The Four Types

Sand, silt, and clay combine with gravel and boulders are the main components fo glacial till. Till was deposited directly by the glacier and has remained largely in the same location. As the glaciers melted, the meltwater formed layers of outwash. Heavier components like gravel and rock were deposited first. The silt, sand and clay particles were carried greater distances by the flowing melt water. The glaciers had carved out depressions in the landscape, which formed the many lakes found in northern Indiana. The silts deposited at the bottoms of these lakes are called Lacustrine. Winds carried the finer materials, called silt, and deposited them further away. These silt layers, called loess, were blown mostly from the Wabash and White River valleys. Near the river valleys this loess sometimes formed thick layers. 

Southern Indiana

The southern one third of the state has never, as far as geologists can tell, been covered by glaciers. This region has some of Indiana's most ancient soils and terrain. Most of the state's bedrock layer consists of limestone, dolostone, sandstone, and shale. Much of southern Indiana is under laid with limestone. Much of the southern area consists of Karst landscape. In this type of landscape acidic groundwater flows through the limestone bedrock, dissolving it. This action over time creates sinkholes in the surface, underground caverns and disappearing streams. One predominant feature of south central Indiana is the Knobstone Escarpment

Knobstone Escarpment

Geologists call the knobs the Knobstone Escarpment. They include some of Indiana's most rugged terrain. It stretches from Brown County State Park in the north to the Ohio River. Elevations range from 360 feet near the mouth of the Wabash River to Weed Patch Hill, which has an elevation of 1,056 feet above sea level. This hill is in Brown County State Park and is the third highest area in Indiana. 

Limestone

Much of the limestone that Indiana is famous for is also found in the southern part of the state. Indiana's limestone deposits formed during the Ordovician period, about 1.5 million years ago when the land that is now Indiana lay near the tropics, covered with a warm, shallow sea. This sea was rich with marine organisms, such as brachiopods, bryozoans, trilobites, and corals. These organisms died and settled on the bottom of this sea. Through Continental drift, this land migrated north and around 40 million years ago, this sea dried up. Geologic forces lifted the land mass out of the sea. The limestone deposits became covered with sediment over the ages. Glaciers scoured the countryside during the Ice Age, exposing some of this rock.

Oolitic Limestone

Oolitic Limestone is made up of particles called ooliths. These small, carbonate particles are composed of concentric rings of calcium carbonate. Sand or shell fragments rolled around on the floor of this warm, shallow sea collecting a layer of limestone. The rocks consistent structure allows it to be easily sculpted or carved. The stone is almost perfect building material. 

The Quarries of Indiana

Indiana's quarries produce rock known by many names, Indiana Limestone, Indiana Oolitic Limestone, Bedford Oolitic Limestone, and Bedford Rock. The limestone belt that produces this high quality stone encompasses most of Monroe and Lawrence Counties. Limestone of lesser quality underlies much of the rest of central and east central Indiana. Hoosiers began quarrying limestone during the middle of the Eighteenth Century. Indiana has been at the forefront of limestone production. Limestone from Indiana has been the preferred building material for many buildings from New York to Washington DC and other places. The Empire State Building has Indiana limestone as a major component of its structure.

Forests and Plains

The vast majority of Indiana at the time of European settlement was covered with forests.
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Shawnees in Indiana
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The predominate tribe living in the Ohio County area would have been the Shawnee, although other tribes moved through, or lived in the area, from time to time.

The Shawnee name derives from the Shawnee word "shawanwa," which means "southerner" in the native language. The tribe speaks a form of Algonquian, which makes the tribe akin to the Delaware, Illiniwek, Kickapoo, Menominee, Miami, and Sauk and Fox tribes. 

Semi-Nomadic

Movement Into the Area

The Shawnee were a semi-nomadic tribe and lived in villages scattered over a large area in the Ohio River Valley, Pennsylvania and originally in the Shenandoah Valley in Virginia. Conflict with the Iroquois tribes in the Ohio River Valley drove them off for a number of years. The Iroquois mostly did not live in southeastern Indiana; however they wanted the region because it was a prime hunting area. The Iroquois wanted the abundant fur supply to trade with the Europeans. The Iroquois' power began declining, and the Shawnee were able to migrate back into the Ohio River Valley, Kentucky and central Ohio. During the middle years of the 1700's they had settled into three main areas in Indiana, the southwestern, southeastern and the northeast region around Fort Wayne. Some bands also moved into the White and Mississinewa river regions. 

Shawnee Dress

Both men and women wore leggings. Men wore breechclouts while women wore skirts over the leggings. Neither sex wore shirts, but wore ponchos in cold weather. Some of the men wore a beaded headband with one or two feathers stuck in the back. They did not wear headdresses. Warriors would sometimes shave their heads. 

Shawnee Lifestyle

The Shawnee men did the hunting. They also were the warriors that fought both white encroachment and other tribes to protect their hunting lands, or gain lands from other tribes. The women took care of the children, did the cooking and tended the crops. Both sexes engaged in storytelling, an important part of their culture. During the summer, the tribes lived in larger villages to plant and tend their garden crops. In winter, these groups would split up into smaller groups to live in hunting camps. The Shawnee constructed dugout canoes to travel over water and used dogs to transport goods overland. Prior to the European arrival, the natives did not have horses prior to European settlement.

Shawnee Villages

The Shawnee lived in a bark covered structure called a wikkum, or wigwam. These structures are easy to build, but are not portable. Most families would build a new one each season when they moved into their seasonal winter camps or summer villages. The structure consisted of wooden poles covered with bark or grass. They used rope or strips of bark to hold the covering in place. These were usually eight to ten feet tall and could be cone shaped, round or rectangular. A village typically had a larger council house. 

Shawnee Agriculture

Maize was the most important crop, and most tribes grew some. If they did not grow it, they traded for it. They also grew beans, squash, pumpkins, sunflowers and possibly potatoes. They also gathered honey, nuts, berries and other fruits. Tribes tried to grow enough food to dry for storage over the winter. 

Shawnee Hunting

The Shawnee diet was largely meat based. The men hunted the forests for deer and wild turkeys with bow and arrow. They also fished in the streams and sometimes used traps and snares to catch smaller game like rabbit and squirrel. 

Shawnee Meals

Most of the meals were simple to prepare. They would eat corn on the cob when fresh maize was available. They also popped the corn and ground it into meal to make into cornbread or hominy. They used clay ovens to bake the cornbread. They roasted meat over the fire or on heated stones. Usually they had water with their meals. 

Shawnee Politics

Each village had its own chief. The village chief could be a man or a woman. They chose their war chief based on his bravery and skill in battle. The war chief was always a male. A principal chief held sway over several villages and was always a male. Chiefs had considerable power, but held it only as long as they had the support of their people. If they grew unpopular, the people could replace them. 

For more information, contact:

The Shawnee Tribe

P.O. Box 189

29 S Hwy 69A 

Miami OK 74355

918-542-2441 

http://www.shawnee-tribe.com/
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Squatters, Speculators and Settlers

The majority of the first settlers arrived in the region that became Ripley County arrived by flatboat as they traveled down the Ohio River. The earliest settlers came from Kentucky, Virginia, Pennsylvania and other places in the east.
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