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The school year was starting and Willis was going to a new school to pursue his interest in physics. It had a reputation as the best school in the space habitat for the subject at his grade level. He was happy to be going but also sad because for the first time since the first grade Willis wouldn't have the old gang around.

Willis and the others, John, Jimmy and Jett had been almost inseparable since they met in the first grade and now as they started tenth grade, the other three would be staying behind at the old school. At best Willis would see them on weekends. But besides the physics there was one consolation for the separation, Allison would be at the new school.

Willis and she had become quite close the previous summer. He was starting to think of her as his first girlfriend. But whether she thought the same of him, he didn't know. Maybe, he thought, he would find out soon.

There wasn't supposed to be that much difference between school buildings in the habitat but as he approached his new school Willis thought that Open Space High School looked newer and better than his old school. Perhaps because it had been the last built.

But that shouldn't matter. There's no weather in the habitat to age buildings.

Willis shrugged as if responding to his thoughts.

It's a mystery, I guess.

Willis made his homeroom on time and the three other classes that made up his morning. After the last class dismissed he hurried to the cafeteria where he was to meet Allison. The cafeteria was huge compared to his old school because OSHS had a larger student body, all needing to eat in the hour given them. Finally, after getting his food and searching for a time, he spotted Allison.

“Hi Allison,” said Willis.

“Oh hi Willis,” she hesitated a moment. “Here have a seat. Tommy you don't mind?”

The boy looked Willis over somewhat dismissively before getting up from the seat next to Allison. Willis found himself looking up at the taller boy.

“No I don't mind at all Allison,” he said as he moved around to the other side of the table, staring at Willis the whole time.

Willis sat down.

“Everyone,” said Allison. “This is my friend Willis.”

“Ain't you the one that saved that other boy at the flight competition?”

“That's right James.” said Allison before Willis could reply. “It was quite a sight, I was there you know.”

“Yeah, that was impressive. Of course, that kind of thing is illegal now and probably should have been at the time,” said Tommy.

“I did it too Tommy and it was fun,” said Allison.

Tommy looked down and picked at the food in front of him.
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