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Prologue

In the fog-drenched alleys and gaslit corridors of Victorian London, justice is rarely straightforward and never without consequence. Arthur Bell Mysteries: Early Cases, Volume One invites readers into the formative investigations of Inspector Arthur Bell, a man whose quiet resolve and sharp intuition cut through the shadows of a city teeming with secrets.

In Shadows Along the Thames, a body found beneath the bridge leads Bell into a web of political deceit and personal betrayal. In The Cabinet Murders, a locked-room mystery within a gentleman’s club reveals the chilling reach of power and silence.

These early cases mark the beginning of Bell’s journey—a path paved with moral ambiguity, emotional fracture, and the relentless pursuit of truth. Each story stands alone, yet together they form the foundation of a legacy built not on heroism, but on quiet defiance in the face of darkness.
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Shadows Along the Thames & The Cabinet Murders
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A city of fog. A river full of secrets. A detective just beginning to understand the cost of truth.

In this first collection of Arthur Bell’s earliest investigations, two chilling cases pull him deep into the shadows of Victorian London.
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Shadows Along the Thames
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When a body surfaces beneath a bridge, Bell uncovers a trail of political deceit, hidden loyalties, and a conspiracy that reaches far beyond the river’s edge.
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The Cabinet Murders
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Inside a private gentleman’s club, a locked room hides a brutal crime. Bell must navigate privilege, silence, and the dangerous games of powerful men to expose the killer.

Shadows Along the Thames

The River Murders
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All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means—electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise—without the prior written permission of the author, except for brief quotations used in reviews.

This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, institutions, and events are either the product of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, or to actual events is purely coincidental.

This novel is part of The Arthur Bell Mysteries.

Each book stands alone, but the larger story unfolds across the series.
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PROLOGUE

The Thames were low that morning.

Enough for the river walk sensors to register movement where there shouldn’t have been any. Enough for a brief alert to appear on a screen no one was watching closely. The interruption was logged, categorized as environmental, and cleared without escalation.

By the time the body was discovered, the file was already closed.

Official reports would list the death as an accident. A slip. Poor footing. The river was unforgiving, and people were careless. The paperwork supported the conclusion neatly.

A junior analyst noticed the timestamp.

The alert had lasted longer than normal—long enough to matter, not long enough to trigger review. She flagged it and sent the note up the chain, confident the system would correct itself.

It didn’t.

The anomaly was absorbed, its significance diluted by procedure. Responsibility dissolved into process, and the case was reassigned, mislabeled, and quietly deprioritized.

The river continued on, indifferent and dark.

Arthur Bell would arrive later, following a trail the system had already decided to forget.



CHAPTER ONE

Low Tide

The river gave the body back at dawn.

It lay caught against the pilings beneath the bridge, turning slowly in the grey water as the fog thinned and the city woke around it. Barges passed without slowing. A gull cried overhead. The Thames had always been good at returning.
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