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The information provided in this book is designed to provide helpful information on the subjects discussed. The publisher and author are not liable for any damages or negative consequences from any action, application or consequence, to any person reading or following the information in this book. References are provided for informational purposes only and do not constitute an endorsement. Readers should be aware that the gaming examples listed in this book may change.
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FORWARD

Dear reader, Webster’s dictionary defines gambling as “An enterprise undertaken or attempted with a risk of loss and a chance of profit or success.” At tribal casinos, just like any other, the odds are on the side of the casino ownership. My friends and I would like to put information in your hands that will help increase your odds of winning. That in no way ensures you of success every time you play. Were that true, the casinos could not exist.

I and three others have gamed at tribal casinos in Oklahoma for the last twenty years. We predominately played at casinos owned by the Cherokee, Osage, and Creek tribes. Although the slots in the casinos varied, they appeared consistent in the manner they played. For that reason, I will not refer to specific machines or tribal casinos in this book.

Two of us played more of the three-reel, quarter, dollar, and five-dollar and up machines. The other two worked more with the penny, multi-reel machines. Of the two who played the penny slots, the gentlemen seldom took more than $40. In a one-year span, he paid off a vehicle, bought both a laptop and a desktop computer, bought software, 2 TVs, a sofa, a recliner and a home theater system.  The other multi-reel player averaged around six-hundred per night gross in winnings. The player who worked the larger denomination and machines containing fewer reels averaged 15-24 jackpots of $1400 or above per month in a one-year period. I also played the larger denomination machines. On more than one occasion I have jackpotted twice in one night, and overall, I averaged over $700 per night played. 

We feel qualified in the information we are providing, but once again, I must stress that in no way is the advice contained in this book a guarantee in any way that another person will enjoy the same success we have experienced. I must also say that we have also lost money at the casinos. No one should ever play with any money they can’t afford to lose. 
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Chapter 1—Choosing a Casino
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Choose a well-attended casino. The more people putting money in the slots, other than you, will increase your odds of winning. Consider communities with several casinos. The competition may encourage higher payouts. 

Choose a casino with a reward card. While the cashback rewards for slot points are usually insignificant, most casinos provide casino comps for slot players in the form of free lunches and dinners, hotel rooms, tickets, bonuses, etc. We have cruised at significantly lower rates than the general public because we used our rewards cards.  In such way, you can save money for playing rather than spend big sums on accommodation and meals. Using a reward card has zero effect on whether you win.  They're two separate systems. It does keep up with how much you spend but doesn’t influence the payouts. 

Choose a casino with an information or support desk in case you have any questions about the rules, payouts, bonuses or other options. Many are open 24/7.

Most tribal casinos offer nightly specials like kiosk games for extra money or points, free meals for seniors, hot seat drawings and live bands on weekends. All of these activities bring players into the casino. Playing at those times, or after the biggest crowds have left, is often best, so choose a medium to large casino that makes an effort to draw in players. 

Some of the tribal casinos have restaurants inside or in very close proximity. They hire chefs who supervise and prepare delicious meals for very good prices. Those casinos make excellent choices for places to play. Not only will playing be a pleasant pastime, but will earn you points toward free or reduced restaurant meals.
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Chapter 2—Categories of Machines
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There are two categories of slot machines in the gaming industry. The class II and class III slot machines. Class III slot machines are known as “Vegas-style” slot machines. They’re the machines that most people think of when they think of a slot machine. Any class III slot machine in a regulated gambling jurisdiction must have a random number generator (RNG). The RNG ensures that every spin of the slot machine is completely random, or at least as close to random as possible. 

A computer chip is generating random numbers that determine the outcome of the bet. The bells, whistles and spinning wheels are just for show. It’s luck and not skill that makes the wheels stop. The outcome is exactly the same if you pull on the mechanical slot handle, or press the spin button. It generates thousands of random numbers per second (in sets of 3 or 5 numbers, depending on the number of reels), and at the exact moment a player triggers a spin the RNG generates a combination of numbers that then become the combination that the reels stop at. This means that the outcome of every spin is random. if a player leaves a machine and a new player sits down and wins the jackpot, the previous player may feel bad about not staying for one last spin, but in order for the first player to have won that jackpot, he would have had to press the spin button at the very same second, exactly, to win that very same spin. If he would have pulled it one second later, the combination would have been entirely different.
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