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    Online Resources

  
  With our test prep books, we also provide Online Resources to help you in your test prep journey! With this book, you can access -

  
   
1. Conquer the GRE: Stress Management and a Perfect Study Plan - This stress management e-book is specially designed for test-takers to manage the stress experienced when preparing for the GRE. It includes: 

      
      
     
       	Stress Management Techniques 

       	A 6-month Study Plan

       	An 8-week Study Plan

       	Practical Tips to get a good score on the GRE

      

  

      
2. Answer Sheets -  With the help of answer sheets, you will be able to implement your learnings and practice writing high-scoring essays.


      
      To access the e-book, follow the steps below:

      
      

      	Go to www.vibrantpublishers.com

      
      	Click on the ‘Online Resources’ option on the Home Page

      
      	Login by entering your account details (or Create an Account if you don’t have one)


      
      	Go to the Test Prep section and click on the ‘GRE Analytical Writing: Solutions to the Real Essay Topics - Book 1’ link and get your e-book!


      
      
      

      
      
      
      

    5-Star Review by Readers’ Favorite
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    There was a lot I liked about GRE Analytical Writing: Solutions to the Real Essay Topics by Vibrant Publishers. I liked how there were specific examples of situations in literature and in life that could help a person understand an argument. Giving real life examples of how to understand the questions made the questions seem less imposing and made me feel like I could be more up to the task of answering those questions.


    I liked how there were writing prompts to give me an idea of some of the questions and answers I could work on writing. I think prompts are a really great tool for people to use to practice, and it is so nice to be able to practice from examples that are close to what I could see on the GRE.


    I also liked that GRE Analytical Writing: Solutions to the Real Essay Topics explained how the testing is scored. This breakdown made it very easy for me to understand what areas I need to concentrate on in order to achieve the score that I want within this test. This was a very comprehensive list and a really great addition to the book.


    Finally, I liked that there were sample essays. This gave me a really great sense of what to expect. Now I know what a good essay looks like and have something to emulate. Not only do I have writing prompts and situations in literature to fall back on, now I have real written essays to critique and examine to compare how mine stack up. Excellent job!


    – Janelle Fila for Readers’ Favorite


    Customer Reviews on Amazon.com (5 Star Ratings)


    (GRE Analytical Writing: Solutions to the Real Essay Topics - Book 1)


    This new edition of GRE Analytical Writing by Vibrant Publishers has 60 solved AWA essays. Most of the solutions are bang on! All these topics are from the oﬃcial GRE essay list, so the probability of one of these essays coming in your actual GRE is very high. In fact, in my GRE, I was asked one of the issue topics that was already solved in this book. Having already read the solution had two advantages, 1) I had a good idea of how to go about writing the essay and 2) I felt a lot more conﬁdent, and all my exam stress went away. I will give this book 5 stars!


    Great book to help prepare for the GRE essays!! Very helpful strategies, and the essays are also detailed. I have read through only a few topics as yet but will deﬁnitely read through all of them. If I get the time to read all the 60 Issues and Arguments, there’ll be no looking back. I am glad I made this purchase.


    Good book. Each topic is followed by multiple pointers to help you construct the essay. A sample essay is also provided for reference. But what I liked the most about the book is they covered over sixty writing topics. Great for practice.


    The book starts with an introduction to the analytical writing section, then explains an Analyze an Issue task and Analyze an Argument task, including scoring patterns for both. It gives strategies for writing Issue and Argument tasks. It then takes 30 Issue topics and guides us to write an essay on each of those topics. Strategies include how to interpret the topic, diﬀerent positions that can be taken for the topic in question, ways to support the position you take, examples, and more. At the end, a sample essay is also given which can be used as a benchmark. After the Issue topics, 30 Argument topics are covered. Again, each topic is followed by strategies and a sample essay. The author has addressed many possible positions of an Issue, assumptions in an argument, the evidence required and questions to be answered, making the writing task look easy as pie.


    What experts say about this book! 

    
This book is a boon for GRE examinees. The new edition caters to everything that one needs to get great scores in GRE analytical writing. This comprehensive book provides detailed and accurate information regarding the GRE and methods to score well in the analytical writing part. The book provides an overview of the GRE General Test examination pattern. I found all the information that I would require to take the exam, in a very structured and easy-to-understand manner. The best thing about this book is the simplified step-by-step manner in which the nuances of essay writing are taught. Students would be able to master focused responses, incorporating the expected essentials in their essays and helping them to get good scores. The edition includes 73 solved issue and argument topics, strategies for understanding the topic and taking a position, followed by methods to support the position. The sample essays provide a benchmark for framing essays that would fetch good scores. Most of the possible topics are covered making it extremely helpful for GRE preparation. This is an essential buy for all students wanting to score well in the GRE. I would give five-star ratings for this book.



    – Sumita Tah, IELTS teacher and online tutor of English

    
    We have been using the Analytical Writing books for our students for the last 3 years. I would highly recommend using these guides for all GRE aspirants. Example essays in the books give you a great understanding of the pattern, writing styles, and keywords which are essential to score well on the essay section. The author has done full justice by explaining each topic with pointers, strategies, and a sample essay. Students can go through essays, compile all points, create their own templates, and put them into the right frame to create fantastic essays.




    – Chinu Vasudeva, Founder, 
Doyen-Ed (Institue for training in GMAT, GRE, SAT, ACT, AP, SAT Subject Tests)
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			Introduction to the Analytical Writing Measure

			The Analytical Writing Measure is intended to assess your ability to think critically and write effectively about a topic while following specific directions. You will not need any specific content knowledge to complete either task in this portion of the test. The purpose of both writing pieces is to determine your readiness to perform appropriately at the graduate level. 

			During this portion of the test, you will complete two writing tasks that are complementary in nature: Analyze an Issue and Analyze an Argument. For each task, you will have 30 minutes to read the prompt and directions and to plan and execute your response. 

			During the Analyze an Issue task, you will write persuasively as you express your point of view on the selected topic, which may be in the form of an opinion, a recommendation, a claim and reason, or the presentation of two points of view. It is important to read the directions carefully to ensure that your response is addressing the prompt correctly and to enable you to receive the highest score. 

			During the Analyze an Argument task, you will evaluate an argument to determine the strength of the facts and assumptions that it presents. You may be asked to evaluate the evidence to determine if the assumptions are correct, formulate questions that will need to be answered before determining if the assumptions are correct, what further evidence is necessary before the argument can be declared correct, or what steps should be completed before accepting a recommended course of action. As in the Analyze an Issue task, in the Analyze an Argument task, reading and following the directions carefully is the best way to ensure that you receive a high score for your efforts. 

			Strategies for Completing the Analytical Writing Measure

			Each portion of the writing measure is 30 minutes long. In that period of time, you must read the statement or brief passage and the directions for creating your response, plan how you want to respond, and write your essay. If you spend too much time taking notes and organizing your thoughts, you may not have enough time to finish writing your essay. On the other hand, completing a prewriting activity sufficiently will help you write your essay more quickly. Budgeting your time is crucial and responding to some of the prompts published on the ETS site, ets.org will help you to do that. Although the GRE readers are aware of the time limit and that your essay is essentially a draft, they will expect you to perform at a high level. Leave a few minutes at the end of each writing section to review your essay for errors in spelling, grammar, usage, and sentence structure.

		



  

     


    

      Chapter 1


			 Overview of the GRE General Test


    


     


    The Graduate Record Examinations (GRE) General Test, while previously required for admission to most graduate programs, is now a part of a larger picture. A strong GRE score can provide evidence of strong scholarship on an application. This book is designed to prepare students for the GRE General Test. The GRE revised General Test was renamed in 2016 and is now known as the GRE General Test, but the content and scoring of the test remain the same. Note that some graduate programs require applicants to take specialized GRE Subject Tests which will not be covered in this book. Before preparing to take the GRE, please review the admissions criteria for the programs that you are interested in applying to so that you know whether you need to take subject tests in addition to the GRE General Test. To learn more about subject tests, visit the Subject Tests section at ets.org.



    The GRE General Test is not designed to measure your knowledge of specific fields. It does not measure your ability to be successful in your career or even in school. It does, however, give a reasonably accurate indication of your capabilities in certain key areas for graduate-level work, such as your ability to understand complex written material, your understanding of basic mathematics, your ability to interpret data, and your capacity for reasoning and critical thinking. By using this book to prepare for the GRE General Test, you will not only improve your chances of scoring well on the test, you will also help to prepare yourself for graduate-level study.



    			 Format of the GRE General Test



    The GRE General Test is offered as a computer-delivered test throughout the year. Post-Covid, ETS provides test-takers with the option to take the test from home.   


    Whether you are taking the GRE General Test at the testing center or at home, the format of the test will essentially be the same. The GRE General Test At Home follows the same format as the computer-delivered version of the GRE General Test. The test consists of three main components: Analytical Writing, Verbal Reasoning, and Quantitative Reasoning. The total time for the test will be about 3 hours 45 minutes. 
 


    The first section of the test is always the Analytical Writing component which is broken into two sections. In the first section, you will be asked to write an argumentative essay that takes a position on an issue of general interest. In the second section, you will be asked to analyze an argument for logical validity and soundness. You will be given 30 minutes for each section.



    The remainder of the test will be split between sections devoted to Verbal Reasoning and Quantitative Reasoning. There will be two sections devoted to Verbal Reasoning, and another two devoted to Quantitative Reasoning. You will be given 30 minutes to complete each section of Verbal Reasoning and 35 minutes to complete each section of Quantitative Reasoning. Each section will contain 20 questions. At any point during the test, you may be given an unscored section on either Verbal or Quantitative Reasoning; since this section will not be identified, it is important that you try your best at all times. Also, it is possible that you will be asked to complete a research section that will allow ETS to test the efficacy of new questions. If you are given a research section, it will appear at the end of your General Test. Unscored and research sections may vary in the number of questions and time allotted.



   			  Outline of the GRE General Test



    The Verbal Reasoning and Quantitative Reasoning sections of the GRE General Test are  section-level adaptive. This means that the computer will adapt the test to your performance. Since there are two sections each for Verbal Reasoning and Quantitative Reasoning, the difficulty of the second section will depend on how well you did in the first section. The overall format of the GRE General Test will be as follows:



    

      

        

        

        

      

      

        
          	
            Component

          
          	
            Number of Questions

          
          	
            Time Allowed

          
        


        
          	
            Analytical Writing 

            (2 sections)

          
          	
            1 Analyze an Issue 

            1 Analyze an Argument

          
          	
            30 minutes 

            30 minutes

          
        


        
          	
            Verbal Reasoning 

            (2 sections)

          
          	
            20 questions per section

          
          	
            30 minutes per section

          
        


        
          	
            Quantitative Reasoning 

            (2 sections)

          
          	
            20 questions per section

          
          	
            35 minutes per section

          
        


        
          	
            Unscored Section 

          
          	
            Variable 

          
          	
            Variable

          
        


        
          	
            Research Section

          
          	
            Variable 

          
          	
            Variable

          
        


        
          	
          	
          	
            Total Time: 3 hours 45 minutes

          
        


      

    


    Note that the GRE General Test At Home follows the same format as the computer-delivered version of the GRE General Test.



    While taking the GRE General Test, here are some things to remember:



    

      	You can review and preview questions within a section, allowing you to budget your time to deal with the questions that you find most difficult.



      	You will be able to mark questions within a section and return to them later. This means that if you find a question especially difficult, you will be able to move on to other questions and return to the one that you had trouble with, provided that you stay within the time limit for the section.



      	You will be able to change or edit your answers within a section. This means that if you realize that you made a mistake, you can go back and correct yourself provided you stay within the time limit for the section.



      	You will have an on-screen calculator during the Quantitative Reasoning portions of the test, allowing you to quickly complete any necessary computations.


    


    The following section will briefly introduce the three main components of the GRE General Test.


    Analytical Writing Assessment


    The first section of the GRE General Test is the Analytical Writing Assessment. This component of the GRE is designed to test your ability to use basic logic and critical reasoning to make and assess arguments. The Analytical Writing Assessment is broken into two assignments, each of which must be completed within 30 minutes. In the first assignment, you will be asked to develop a position on an issue of general interest. You will be given an issue and a prompt with some specific instructions on how to approach the assigned issue. You will be expected to take a position on the issue and then write a clear, persuasive, and logically sound essay defending your position in correct English. You will be assessed based on your ability to effectively defend your positions with supporting evidence and valid reasoning, your skill in organizing your thoughts, and your command of English. In the second assignment, you will be presented with a passage in which the author sketches an argument for their position on an issue. Here, you will be expected to write an essay that critically evaluates their argument in terms of the evidence they use and the logical validity of their reasoning. You will be assessed based on your ability to parse the author’s argument and effectively point out the strengths and weaknesses of their reasoning using good organization and correct English.



    

      

        

        

        

      

      

        
          	
            Task 

          
          	
            Time Allowed

          
          	
            Answer Format

          
        


        
          	
            Analyze an Issue

          
          	
            30 minutes

          
          	
            Short essay on an issue of general interest that clearly and carefully addresses the prompt

          
        


        
          	
            Analyze an Argument

          
          	
            30 minutes

          
          	
            Short essay that analyzes another person’s argument for validity, soundness and supporting evidence

          
        


      

    


    The Analytical Writing assessment tests your ability to:


    

      	Coherently develop complex ideas


      	Write in a focused, organized manner


      	Identify relevant evidence and use it to support your claims


      	Critically evaluate another person’s argument for clarity and effectiveness


      	Command the elements of standard written English


    


    Verbal Reasoning


    The Verbal Reasoning portion of the GRE assesses your reading comprehension, your ability to draw inferences to fill in missing information, and your vocabulary. You will be given two sections on Verbal Reasoning, each consisting of 20 questions and lasting 30 minutes. Verbal Reasoning questions on the GRE General Test are mostly multiple-choice and will be drawn from the following three types: Reading Comprehension, Text Completion, and Sentence Equivalence. Reading Comprehension questions will ask you to read a short passage several paragraphs long, and then answer questions about the passage. Text Completion questions will have a short passage with 1-3 blanks which you will need to fill in by choosing the best of several multiple-choice options. The Sentence Equivalence section will ask you to fill in the blank in a passage using the two words that will complete the sentence in such a way that the meaning will be as similar as possible. 



    

      

        

        

        

      

      

        
          	
            Time

          
          	
            Question Type

          
          	
            Answer Format

          
        


        
          	
            You will have 30 minutes to complete the entire section, which will include a mixture of different question types

          
          	
            Reading Comprehension

          
          	
            Multiple choice: select one answer choice

            Multiple choice: select one or more answer choices

            Highlight a section of text

          
        


        
          	
            Text Completion

          
          	
            Multiple choice: fill in one or more blanks to complete the text

          
        


        
          	
            Sentence Equivalence

          
          	
            Multiple choice: select the two options that produce two sentences with the most similar meanings

          
        


      

    


    The Verbal Reasoning section measures your ability to:


    

      	Comprehend, interpret and analyze complex passages in standard written English


      	Apply sophisticated vocabulary in context


      	Draw inferences about the meaning and authorial intent based on written material


    


    Quantitative Reasoning


    The Quantitative Reasoning section of the GRE evaluates your ability to use basic mathematics, read and interpret graphs and figures and engage in basic reasoning involving math and numbers. You will be given two sections on Quantitative Reasoning with 20 questions in each section. You will have 35 minutes to complete each section. There are two basic question types, multiple-choice and numerical entry. For multiple-choice questions, you will be asked to choose the best answer or answers from several possibilities; for numerical entry questions, you will be asked to enter a numerical answer from your own calculations. Some questions will be designed to test your knowledge of basic algebra and geometry; others will be designed to test your ability to read and interpret different presentations of data.


    

      

        

        

        

      

      

        
          	
            Time

          
          	
            Question Type

          
          	
            Answer Format

          
        


        
          	
            You will have 35 minutes to complete the entire section, which will include a mixture of different question types

          
          	
            Multiple Choice

          
          	
           

          Select one answer choice 

          Select one or more answer choices 

          
          
        


        
          	
            Numeric Entry

          
          	
           

            Solve the problem through calculation and enter a numeric value


          
          
        


        
          	
            Quantitative Comparison

          
          	
           Evaluate two quantities to decide whether one is greater than the other, whether they are equal, or whether a relationship cannot be determined

          
        


        
          	
            Data Interpretation

          
          	
          

             Multiple choice: choose the best answer or answers


          Numeric entry: enter a value


       
          
        


      

    


    The Quantitative Reasoning section tests your ability to:


    

      	Use mathematical tools such as basic arithmetic, geometry, algebra and statistics


      	Understand, interpret and analyze quantitative information


      	Apply basic mathematical and data interpretation skills to real-world information and problems


    


 On-screen Calculator




      [image: ]

    


    The on-screen calculator in the GRE is a handy tool for you to make computations faster. However, you should only use the calculator for complex equations that will take a longer time to do manually such as square roots, addition, subtraction, and multiplication of numbers with several digits.


 Guidelines for using the on-screen calculator



    

      	The on-screen calculator follows the order of operations (PEMDAS). This means that it computes equations in the following order - parentheses, exponentiation (including square roots), multiplication and division (left to right), addition and subtraction (left to right). So, for an equation like 2 + 3 * 6, the on-screen calculator will give the answer 20 but some calculators will give the answer 30 as they first add 2 and 3 and get 5 which is multiplied by 6 to get the final answer 30.



      	The Transfer Display button will be useful for Numeric Entry questions. The button will transfer the number on your calculator display to the numeric entry answer box. But remember to check the transferred answer as sometimes you may be required to round up your answer; adjust it accordingly.


      	The Memory Recall (MR), Memory Clear (MC), and Memory Sum (M+) buttons work as per normal calculators.



    


			  Registering for the GRE


    Before you register to take the GRE, be sure to consider your schedule and any special accommodations that you may need. Be aware that the availability of testing dates may vary according to your location. Be sure to give yourself plenty of time to prepare for the GRE and be sure that you know the deadlines for score reporting and application deadlines for all the schools you are applying to. For general information about deadlines and the GRE, visit the GRE section at ets.org. For more information on how to register for the GRE, visit the Registration section at ets.org. For information on special accommodations for disabled students, visit the Disability Accommodations section on ets.org.


    If you are taking the GRE General Test At Home, there are certain equipment, environment, and testing space requirements that you need to fulfill before you can start the registration process. For more information on these requirements, read the At Home Testing section on ets.org.


			  How the GRE General Test is Scored


    Scoring for the Analytical Writing Section


    In the Analytical Writing section, you will be scored on a scale of 0-6 in increments of 0.5. The Analytical Writing measure emphasizes your ability to engage in reasoning and critical thinking over your facility with the finer points of grammar. The highest scores of 5.5-6.0 are given to work that is generally superior in every respect - sustained analysis of complex issues, coherent argumentation, and excellent command of the English language. The lowest scores of 0.0-0.5 are given to work that is completely off-topic or so poorly composed as to be incoherent.


    Scoring for the Verbal and Quantitative Reasoning Sections 


    The Verbal and Quantitative Reasoning sections are now scored on a scale of 130-170 in 1-point increments.


			  General Strategies for Taking the GRE


    There are strategies you can apply that will greatly increase your odds of performing well on the GRE. The following is a list of strategies that will help to improve your chances of performing well on the GRE:


    

      	Review basic concepts in math, logic, and writing.


      	Work through the test-taking strategies offered in this book.


      	Work through mock GRE tests until you feel thoroughly comfortable with the types of questions you will see.


      	As you are studying for the GRE, focus your energy on the types of questions that give you the most difficulty.


      	Learn to guess wisely. For many of the questions in the Verbal and Quantitative Reasoning Sections, the correct answer is in front of you - you only need to correctly identify it. Especially for questions that you find difficult, you should hone your ability to dismiss the options that are clearly wrong and make an educated guess about which one is right.


      	Answer every question. You won’t lose any points for choosing the wrong answer, so even a wild guess that might or might not be right is better than no answer at all.


    


			  Preparing for Test Day and Taking the GRE


    How you prepare for the test is completely up to you and will depend on your own test-taking preferences and the amount of time you can devote to studying for the test. At the very least, before you take the test, you should know the basics of what is covered on the test along with the general guidelines for taking the GRE. This book is designed to provide you with the basic information you need and give you the opportunity to prepare thoroughly for the GRE General Test.


    Although there is no set way to prepare for the GRE, as a general rule you will want to:


    

      	Learn the basics about the test - what is being tested, the format, and how the test is administered.


      	Familiarize yourself with the specific types of questions that you will see on the GRE General Test.


      	Review skills such as basic math, reading comprehension, and writing.


      	Learn about test-taking strategies.


      	Take a mock GRE test to practice applying your test-taking skills to an actual test.


    


    Remember, you don’t need to spend an equal amount of time on each of these areas to do well on the GRE - allot your study time to your own needs and preferences. Following are some suggestions to help you make the final preparations for your test, and help you through the test itself.


    Preparing for Test Day


    

      	 In the time leading up to your test, practice, then practice some more. Practice until you are confident with the material.



      	
Know when your test is, and when you need to be at the testing center or in front of your computer at home. 


      	Make a “practice run” to your testing center, so that you can anticipate how much time you will need to allow to get there. For the At Home test, make sure to sign in at least 15 minutes before the test.


      	Understand the timing and guidelines for the test and plan accordingly. Remember that you are not allowed to eat or drink while taking the GRE, although you will be allowed to snack or drink during some of the short breaks during testing. Plan accordingly.


      	Know exactly what documentation you will need to bring with you to the testing center. If you are testing at home, you will have to provide a valid government-issued identification document as well.


      	Relax, especially on the day or night before your test. If you have studied and practiced wisely, you will be well prepared for the test. You may want to briefly glance over some test preparation materials but cramming the night before will not be productive.


      	Eat well and get a good night’s sleep. You will want to be well-rested for the test.


    


    The Test Day


    

      	Wake up early to give yourself plenty of time to eat a healthy breakfast, gather the necessary documentation, pack a snack and a water bottle, and make it to the testing center well before your test is scheduled to start.


      	Have confidence: You’ve prepared well for the test, and there won’t be any big surprises. You may not know the answers to some questions, but the format will be exactly like what you’ve been practicing.


      	While you are taking the test, don’t panic. The test is timed, and students often worry that they will run out of time and miss too many questions. The sections of the test are designed so that many students will not finish them, so don’t worry if you don’t think you can finish a section on time. Just try to answer as many questions as you can, as accurately as possible.


      	If there’s a question you’re not sure of, don’t panic—the GRE test allows you to skip and return to questions when you are ready, so take advantage of that. Remember, the value of each easy question is the same as the hard questions!


      	Remember the strategies and techniques that you learn from this book and apply them wherever possible.


    


			  Frequently Asked Questions


    General Questions


    What changes have been made to the GRE General Test post Covid-19?


    Due to Covid-19 restrictions, test-takers are now able to take the GRE General Test at home. Content and scoring have remained the same. Study materials that reference the GRE General Test are still valid and may be used for test preparation.


    Can I take the GRE test at home?


    Yes. ETS now provides students with the option to take the test from home. If your local test centers are closed or you prefer a familiar testing environment, you can take the GRE from home. You will have to check the equipment, environment, and testing-space requirements for the at-home test and whether it’s an option for you. For detailed information on the requirements for the home test, check the At Home Testing section at ets.org.


    Are there any changes in the format and content of the GRE test due to COVID-19?


    No. The format and content of the GRE General Test remains the same. 


    How do I get ready to take the GRE General Test?


    To take the GRE General Test, there are several steps you’ll need to take:


    

      	Find out what prospective graduate/professional programs require: Does the program you’re interested in require additional testing beyond the GRE General Test? What is the deadline for receipt of scores?


      	Sign up for a test date. You need to sign up for any GRE testing. Act in a timely manner so that you have plenty of time to prepare and are guaranteed that your scores will be sent and received on time. For the in-center test, testing dates are much more restricted, so if you know that you will need to take the GRE General Test at the center, make arrangements well in advance of the application deadline for your program. There are additional requirements if you’re taking the test at home, so make sure to check the requirements well in advance.


      	Use resources provided by ETS and Vibrant Publishers to familiarize yourself with the format of the GRE and the types of questions you will face. Even if you are confident about taking the test, it is essential to prepare for the test.


    


    Does the GRE General Test measure my proficiency in specific subject areas?


    No. The GRE General Test is designed to measure general proficiency in reading, critical reasoning, and working with data, all abilities that are critical to graduate work. However, you won’t be tested on your knowledge of any specific field.


    Where can I get additional information on the GRE General Test?


    Educational Testing Service (ETS), the organization that administers the GRE, has an informative website entirely devoted to information about the test at the GRE section at ets.org. There, you can find links that further explain how to sign up for testing, fees, score reporting and much more.


    Preparing for the Test


    How should I prepare for the test?


    The first thing you should do is thoroughly familiarize yourself with the format of the GRE General Test. Read about each section of the test, how many questions are there per section, and the required format for answers. You can find general information about the structure of the test earlier in this chapter.


    How do I prepare for the questions I will be asked on the GRE General Test?


    There are plenty of resources by Vibrant Publishers, including this book to help you prepare for the questions you will face on the GRE General Test. A list of books is provided at the beginning of this book. For the most updated list, you may visit the Test Prep Series section on www.vibrantpublishers.com.


    How much should I study/practice for the GRE?


    Study and practice until you feel comfortable with the test. Practice, practice and practice some more until you feel confident about test day!


    Are there additional materials I can use to get even more practice?


    Yes. ETS offers a free full-length practice test that can be downloaded from the GRE section at ets.org. Also, after you have signed up for testing through ETS, you are eligible for some further test preparation materials free of additional charge.


    Test Content


    How long is the GRE General Test ?


    The overall testing time is about 3 hours and 45 minutes.


    What skills does the GRE test?


    In general, the GRE is designed to test your proficiency in certain key skills that you will need for graduate-level study. More specifically:


    

      	
The Analytical Writing section tests your ability to write about complex ideas in a coherent, focused fashion as well as your ability to command the conventions of standard written English, provide and evaluate relevant evidence, and critique other points of view.



      	
The Verbal Reasoning section is an assessment of your ability to understand, interpret and analyze complex passages, use reasoning to draw inferences about written material, and use sophisticated vocabulary in context.



      	
The Quantitative Reasoning section is an assessment of basic, high school-level mathematical skills and knowledge, as well as your ability to analyze and interpret data.



    


    What level of math is required for the Quantitative Reasoning section?


    You will be expected to know high school level math - arithmetic, and basic concepts in algebra and geometry. You will also be expected to be able to analyze and interpret data presented in tables and graphs.


    Scoring and Score Reporting


    How are the sections of the GRE General Test scored?


    The GRE General Test is scored as follows:


    

      	
The scores of the Verbal Reasoning section are done in 1-point increments on a scale of 130-170.



      	
The scores of the Quantitative Reasoning section are done in 1-point increments on a scale of 130-170.



      	
The scores of the Analytical Writing section are done in increments of 0.5 on a scale of 0-6.



    


    
    When will my score be reported?



    It depends on which version of the test you are taking, and also when you decide to take the GRE General Test. In general, scores for the computer-based version of the test are reported within two weeks; for the paper-based test, they are reported within six weeks. Check the GRE section at ets.org for updates on score reporting and deadlines.


    
    
    
    When will my score be reported?


    It depends on when you decide to take the GRE General Test. In general, scores for the test are reported in 10-15 days. You can find your scores in your official ETS account.  An email notification from ETS is sent when the test scores are made available. ETS will also send an official Institution Score Report to the institutions you’ve chosen to send the test scores to.


    Check the GRE section at ets.org for updates on score reporting and deadlines.


     How long will my scores be valid?


    Your score for the GRE General Test will remain valid for five years. 


    Other Questions


    Do business schools accept the GRE instead of the GMAT?


    An increasing number of business schools accept the GRE as a substitute for the more standard test for admission to an MBA program, the GMAT. Before you decide to take the GRE instead of the GMAT, make sure that the programs you are interested in applying to will accept the GRE. You can find a list of business schools that currently accept the GRE in the GRE section at ets.org.


    How is the GRE administered?


    The GRE is administered continuously year-round at designated testing centers, where you can take the test free from distraction in a secure environment that discourages cheating. The GRE Test At Home is also available for those who are more comfortable in a familiar environment. For information on testing centers in your area and important dates, visit the GRE section at ets.org.


    I have a disability that requires me to ask for special accommodation while taking the test - what sort of accommodation is offered?


    ETS does accommodate test-takers with disabilities. For information on procedures, visit the  GRE Disability Accomodations section at ets.org.


    Will there be breaks during testing?


    Yes. You will be given an optional 10-minute break after the third section of the test and one-minute breaks between the remaining sections.


    Will I be given scratch paper?


    Yes. The test administrator will provide you with scratch paper to use during the test, which has to be returned to the testing center staff without any pages missing. 


    For the At Home test, you cannot use regular notepaper. You may use either of the following materials:


    

      	One small desktop whiteboard with an erasable marker.


      	A sheet of paper placed inside a transparent sheet protector. You can write on this with an erasable marker.


    


    At the end of the test, you will need to show the proctor that all notes you took during the test have been erased.


    Should I bring a calculator to the test?


    No. There will be an on-screen calculator for you to use. 


  



  

     


    

      Chapter 2


      Analyze an Issue Task


    


     


    As you complete this task, you will have an opportunity to express your point of view on an issue. Because it is essentially your opinion, there is no “correct” answer. You must, however, support your point of view with sufficient evidence to show the strength of your argument. You may agree completely with the statement about the issue, partially agree with it, or completely disagree with it. Be certain you stay on topic and follow the directions carefully.


    For example, you might be presented with a statement similar to the following:


    It is always best to look before you leap.


    One interpretation of this statement is that one should consider potential consequences before taking any action. The directions may instruct you to write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. If you agree with the statement, you should recall examples from your reading, your studies, or your own experience that support your position. Think about Holden Caulfield’s actions in The Catcher in the Rye. His impulsive decision to spend some time alone in New York City before going home after his expulsion from Pencey Prep had unsatisfactory consequences. You may have taken some action in your own life that you regretted afterward. On the other hand, you may disagree with the statement. Early explorers like Christopher Columbus had little idea about what they would find as they set out in their relatively small sailing vessels. If they had thought only about the dangers of their ventures, the new world would have been discovered much later. You can also take a qualified approach by agreeing with the statement to some extent. Remember, the best approach to a given prompt is the one you can argue the best. The GRE essay readers are trained to evaluate a wide variety of approaches to the issue and evaluate them on their strengths and weaknesses and not on the opinion expressed. 


    The following is a comprehensive list of the instructions that can accompany the statements in the Analyze an Issue task.


    

      	Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.


      	Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.


      	Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.


      	Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.


      	Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reasons upon which that claim is based.


      	Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.


    


    You may have had some experience with writing persuasively in high school or college, but you do not need to worry about employing specific rhetorical devices to receive a high score. It is important to stay on topic, present your argument in a coherent and cohesive manner, and to acknowledge counterarguments to strengthen your own. You should also make every attempt to use correct grammar, mechanics, and a variety of sentence structures to improve the fluency of your essay. The scoring guide that follows is reprinted from the Practice Book for the GRE Revised General Test, developed by the Educational Testing Service.


    Scoring Guide


    Score 6


    In addressing the specific task directions, a 6 response presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.


    A typical response in this category:


    

      	articulates a clear and insightful position on the issue in accordance with the assigned task


      	develops the position fully with compelling reasons and/or persuasive examples


      	sustains a well-focused, well-organized analysis, connecting ideas logically


      	conveys ideas fluently and precisely, using effective vocabulary and sentence variety


      	demonstrates facility with the conventions of standard written English (i.e., grammar, usage and mechanics), but may have minor errors


    


    Score 5


    In addressing the specific task directions, a 5 response presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the issue and conveys meaning clearly.


    A typical response in this category:


    

      	presents a clear and well-considered position on the issue in accordance with the assigned task


      	develops the position with logically sound reasons and/or well-chosen examples


      	is focused and generally well organized, connecting ideas appropriately


      	conveys ideas clearly and well, using appropriate vocabulary and sentence variety


      	demonstrates facility with the conventions of standard written English but may have minor errors


    


    Score 4


    In addressing the specific task directions, a 4 response presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning with acceptable clarity.


    A typical response in this category:


    

      	presents a clear position on the issue in accordance with the assigned task


      	develops the position with relevant reasons and/or examples


      	is adequately focused and organized


      	demonstrates sufficient control of language to express ideas with reasonable clarity


      	generally, demonstrates control of the conventions of standard written English but may have some errors


    


    Score 3


    A 3 response demonstrates some competence in addressing the specific task directions, in analyzing the issue and in conveying meaning, but is obviously flawed.


    A typical response in this category exhibits ONE OR MORE of the following characteristics:


    

      	is vague or limited in addressing the specific task directions and/or in presenting or developing a position on the issue


      	is weak in the use of relevant reasons or examples or relies largely on unsupported claims


      	is poorly focused and/or poorly organized


      	has problems in language and sentence structure that result in a lack of clarity


      	contains occasional major errors or frequent minor errors in grammar, usage or mechanics that can interfere with meaning


    


    Score 2


    A 2 response largely disregards the specific task directions and/or demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing.


    A typical response in this category exhibits ONE OR MORE of the following characteristics:


    

      	is unclear or seriously limited in addressing the specific task directions and/or in presenting or developing a position on the issue


      	provides few, if any, relevant reasons or examples in support of its claims


      	is unfocused and/or disorganized


      	has serious problems in language and sentence structure that frequently interfere with meaning


      	contains serious errors in grammar, usage or mechanics that frequently obscure meaning


    


    Score 1


    A 1 response demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.


    A typical response in this category exhibits ONE OR MORE of the following characteristics:


    

      	provides little or no evidence of understanding the issue


      	provides little evidence of the ability to develop an organized response (i.e., is extremely disorganized and/ or extremely brief)


      	has severe problems in language and sentence structure that persistently interfere with meaning


      	contains pervasive errors in grammar, usage or mechanics that result in incoherence


    


    Score 0


    A typical response in this category is off-topic (i.e., provides no evidence of an attempt to respond to the assigned topic), is in a foreign language, merely copies the topic, consists of only keystroke characters, or is illegible or non-verbal.


    The Analyze an Issue task presents you with a statement that expresses a point of view about a topic of general interest. The statement is followed by a set of specific instructions that will determine the manner in which you respond. You may find yourself agreeing or disagreeing with the statement almost immediately. How you feel about the statement is not important, but you will be expected to present a strongly developed case from your own point of view. As you think about your own point of view, consider other perspectives as well. Before you begin to write, read the instructions carefully. Take some brief notes, list some questions that the issue generates, and organize your ideas in a logical manner. This task will assess your ability to think critically and write clearly, using varied and accurate vocabulary, a meaningful variety of sentence structures, and correct grammar, spelling, and usage.


    General Strategies


    

      	Restate the issue in a way that makes sense to you.


      	You could also determine what question is being answered by the statement Creating a question may help you determine your position on the issue. If someone were to ask you this question, would you say yes, no, or maybe?


      	Next, create a statement that expresses the opposing viewpoint, using language similar to that of the original statement.


      	Think about alternative viewpoints. Is there another way to look at this issue? Can you qualify the original recommendation in some way? How can you answer all or some of the questions that you generated earlier?


      	
From here, you must decide which point of view to address in your essay. Before you decide, carefully consider the following questions. You will have addressed several of them in the exercises you will perform below. 
	What, precisely, is the central issue?

	What precisely are the instructions asking me to do?

	Do I agree with all or any part of the claim? Why or why not?

	Does the claim make certain assumptions? If so, are they reasonable?

	Is the claim valid only under certain conditions? If so, what are they?

	Do I need to explain how I interpret certain terms or concepts used in the claim?

	If I take a certain position on the issue, what reasons support my position?

	What examples - either real or hypothetical - could I use to illustrate those reasons and advance my point of view? Which examples are the most compelling?






      	
Once you have decided on a position to defend, consider the perspectives of others who might not agree with your position. Ask yourself: 
	What reasons might someone use to refute or undermine my position?

	How should I acknowledge or defend against those views in my essay?






    


    The next step should be listing the main reasons that support your position. Keep in mind that the GRE readers scoring your response are not looking for a “right” answer—in fact, as far as they are concerned, there  is no correct position to take. Instead, the readers are evaluating the skill with which you address the specific instructions and articulate and develop an argument to support your evaluation of the issue.
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