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Whenever an egret bird approached

the pond the other frogs leaped into
the pond while Ferdi sat quietly
at the edge of the pond, believing

that he wouldn’t be noticed.
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Ferdi’s leap took him almost

completely across the pond and
safely away from the egret. The
big bird flew away in disgust.
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The egret moved closer and closer

to Ferdi but the little frog still

believed that he was safe.
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The big egret saw Ferdi and

stealthily moved closer, its head
drawn back to strike at Ferdi and

catch him.
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Eventually the egret was so close to
Ferdi that it seemed certain that he
would be caught and eaten by the
big bird.
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The other frogs warned Ferdi that

he was courting disaster by not
jumping into the pond when danger
approached, but he ignored them.
“I’m too afraid to jump.” he said.

“I can’t stand heights.”
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Ferdi was an unusual frog; he was
afraid of heights and too scared
to jump like the other frogs. He
watched them enviously as they

showed off their jumping skills.
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The frogs ate mainly insects such

as flies, grasshoppers, moths and

mosquitoes but they avoided the

many bees that came to drink at
the pond because of their

painful sting.
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One day a very big egret landed

near the pond. All the frogs except
Ferdi jumped into the pond. Ferdi
sat very still and waited for

the egret to leave.
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Ferdi always hid amongst the reeds

near to the water’s edge believing
that the egrets wouldn’t see him

there.
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FERDI'S BIG JUMP by Oliver T. Spedding

Ferdi the frog is scared of heights and refuses
to jump like the other frogs. Whenever an
egret appears and the frogs jump into the
water Ferdi hides amongst the reeds. One day
an egret sees Ferdi in the reeds and stalks closer.
Just as the bird is about to strike Ferdi leaps
into the pond and safety. But it isn’t fear
of the egret’s presence that forces Ferdi to

take such a huge leap.
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“I never had a chance to think of

my fear of jumping!” Ferdi said.
“I jumped because a bee stung me

on my bum!”
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All the other frogs complimented

Ferdi on his magnificent leap.
“That was the highest and longest
jump I’ve ever seen.” the bullfrog
said. “What gave you the courage

to overcome your fear

of jumping?”
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The biggest enemies of the frogs
were the egret birds whose favourite

food was frogs.
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The evil bird opened its beak to

catch Ferdi but the little frog
suddenly launched himself into a
huge jump just as the egret struck

and missed.





