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" I know this is an advertising section, but I just figured if the first few lines of my post grabbed your attention, then this too will convince you. I don't know you and you don't know me but I no longer belong here. I no longer belong to this world. "

I read it a million times and I saw the number on the end of the message that without thinking I typed a "hi" which went 3 days without being answered only for a simple question " you read the newspaper?"

" Yeah,"

Then he sent a video of two kids playing outside, looking all kinds of dirty but happy.

" I have two kids, they the only reason I lived so long. They the only reason I haven't put a bullet in my head but my name is Nate Williams and am 25 years old with 5 year old twins looking for a wife, friend and mother to my kids. I have no romantic bone and have no reason to live but for those kids. The only reason I'll marry a stranger is if they can bring some light into my children world. If you think you can do a better job, then I. Reply with yes, and I'll walk you through the next steps. "

I sat there looking at my phone for a while and found myself typing yes and sent it.

I don't know why it felt right. I don't know why I needed to do this, but I felt I should. A few minutes later, my phone beeped, and he sent a picture of himself and a simple message.

" Hi, I hope my looks exceed your imagination." I laughed and looked at the white man in front of me who gave me all kinds of Ryan Reynolds vibes. His body was ripped, and he had that weirdest grin that I smiled too, just looking at him. I took one of my best pictures and sent it to him.

"Hi, I hope u look okay too... my name is Mari Mbatha. I have no kids but have beautiful niece and nephews that I adore. I hope I am okay. " I sent the message and threw my phone on my bed with my chest beating fast. What have I done? What am I doing? I paced around the room and looked around for a while, and my phone vibrated. I ran to it and looked at the message. " You sure about this?" Everything was screaming no, but I typed "yes, " and so it was sent, and I felt my whole body being alert. My brothers are going to kill me...

One

Nate

I looked at her picture a lot, and every time I did that, I smiled a little. I finished putting the barrels away and walked to the house with Zakes following me behind. That is the thing about my kids. They follow me everywhere I go, and the only time they stop is when they are napping or am not looking. I picked him up and walked to the house to find Zoey still napping.

" Well, looks like we are going to have to order out.

Zakes: Pizza?

" Yes,"

He nodded and grabbed the menu and gave it to me. We ordered, and as usual, since I am far from civilization, I packed them up in the car and drove to fetch it. We got it and drove back home to sit in front of the fire and eat.

" I wanna talk to you guys about something" two beautiful olive eyes looked at me.

" you guys are going to be starting school soon and you look like homeless people. So since daddy doesn't know what the hell his doing. I figured I'll get you someone who does"

Zakes: A mom? You getting us a mom?

" uhm..."

Zoey: you brought a mom?

I didn't know what to say so I nodded and Zoey threw her arms around me and excited.

Zoey: is she pretty?

I looked at Zakes who for a 5 year old turning 6 is very smart.

" buddy?"

Zakes: couldn't you get our mom not a new mom?

I felt tears roll off my eyes.

" no buddy... mommy is really gone"

I took my phone and showed them the picture of the woman who makes me nervous and I watched them look at her.

Zakes: she looks like mom.

I know his saying that cause she is black and their mom was black too.

Zoey: when she coming?

" soon"

Zakes: is she tall?

I smiled and looked at him.

Zakes: you very tall.

I laughed.

" yeah I am buddy"

Zoey: she will do my hair?

I looked at Zoey hair and I growled then looked at the whole house and sighed. I need to get the cleaning company here.

" tomorrow daddy not working and we all taking a shower and we all going to get our hair fixed and we going to town"

They both looked at me because we never go to town during day time. Everything reminds me of her and when we bump to people we know they just don't know what to say or do.

Zakes: will we get ice cream?

I nodded and I looked at Zoey who adores me as she placed her hands on my face.

Zoey: are you sad daddy?

I had tears in my eyes and looked at her.

" not today baby girl..not today " I held her in my arms and fight away tears. They my everything.

Mhlonitshwa

I watched her help her mom set the table and when we all sat and ate she wasn't talking as much.

" something bothering you sweetheart?"

She looked up at me and her mom.

Mari: no

" you awfully quiet"

She smiled but it wasn't her usual smile.

Mari: Am okay dad. Results tomorrow remember?

Kamari: thought of a school you going to?

She looked at me and her mom.

Mari: uhm...iv been thinking and am not going to varsity.

We were both silent and looked at her.

Mari: I want a gap year and I know what my next move.

We both said nothing because the past few weeks she has been in her head.

" Am listening"

Mari: well I found a job.

Kamari and I: a job?

Mari: more like an internship kind of a thing.

She looked at her food and shifted and looked at us.

Mari: look, I just want a year where am just taking a breather and looking at beautiful landscapes in my spare time and....( she sighed) finding myself.

Kamari: Tell us about this job.

Mari:well am going to Ceres in western cape to the Williams wine industry to learn about wine. And just ....( she sighed) I just need to do this for myself.

We both looked at each other very confused. Mari is a straight A student, never drank a glass of wine in her life and today she talking about working at some wine farm.
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